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Each EPS item” has” a “code. For example, item 91-02-57 1s =the 5S/th item 
appearing in February 1991. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. In 1990, EPS appears 42 times. 


The address for all the following is Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: The Sixth 
Report of the Joint Working Group Between the Roman Catholic Church and the 
World Council of Churches is available from WCC Publications for 7.50 Swiss 
francs, 5.50 US dollars, or 2.95 UK pounds. Healing and Wholeness: The 
Churches’ Role in Health, a report on a 10-year WCC study, is available from 
WCC/CMC. Available from WCC/RCL are People Hunger to be Near to God: Common 
Convictions About Renewal, Spirituality, Commmity (a compilation of texts 
from WCC meetings in recent years), and the current (#18) Lay and Study 
Centres Newsletter. 


The 1991 Anglican Cycle oof Prayer is available from the Anglican 
Consultative Council, Partnership House, 157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UT. 


In EPS 90.12.109 the name Takeo Kaifu in paragraph one should read Toshiki 


Kaifu. In paragraph 3 Moon Ih Kwen should read Moon Ik Hwan. 
FHI IK HII KICK HK HK IK IK IK IK KIKI KK IKI IKK IKI KIKI 


EPS Coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February 


EPS is to be posted three times weekly during the assembly. Please make 
requests for coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, or for coverage focusing on 
a particular region, church tradition, or subject before 5 January. 


For those planning to cover the assembly in person, information is available 
from Martine Pasche, WCC Communication, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Assembly background material includes a special issue of the WCC magazine 
One World, reviewing major WCC events/trends since the Sixth Assembly in 
1983, and a new book, Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-121l1 Geneva 2. The magazine 
costs 5 Swiss, 3.95 US, or 1.95 UK. The book is 15 Swiss, 9.95 US, or 5.95 UK. 


The EPS address between 22 January and 22 February is: EPS, WCC Seventh 
Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra ACT 2601, Australia. The general numbers for 
the assembly during that period are 61-6/249.6556 (phone) and 61-6/249.5655 
(fax). (Phone, fax, and e-mail numbers direct to EPS will be published as 
soon as we know them.) 
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(The editor is away; the acting editor for this issue is Ken Mubu.) 
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Bee 91. Ol OL 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES US OFFICE CALLS FOR MORE US PRESENCE 


The US Conference of the World Council of Churches affirmed (7 December in 
Washington) the need for continuing US presence by the international 
ecumenical body and agreed to convene a planning committee meeting this month 
to look at strategies for increased funding and support for the WCC and to 
determine future directions for the WCC US office based in New York. 


The US Conference of the World Council of Churches which comprises church 
leaders and ecumenical officers of the WCC member churches in the US, serves 
as the legal agent to maintain non-profit status for the WCC, and to 
facilitate contributions from member churches and individuals to. the 
Geneva—based organization. 


The 70 participants were joined by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro and WCC 
Assistant Secretary General for Finance and Administration Michael Davies. 
Davies said that for 1991 the WCC budget was cut by 15 percent and an embargo 
placed on further hiring of staff. 


This, he said, was done to offset an anticipated 9 to 10 million Swiss Francs 
(about 7 to 8 million US dollars) deficit for the 1991-1992 period. He cited 
the decline in the value of the two main currencies (US dollars, German marks) 
in which the WCC income is received as the main reason for the deficit. 


The current net expenses budget of the Council is 42.11 million Swiss Francs 
(about 32 million U.S. dollars) with spending limited to about 40 million. US 
churches contribute about 18 percent, German churches 40 percent and Sweden 
about 17 percent. 


Davies explained that there was need to maintain WCC presence in the US 'but 
for financial reasons' there is need for a ‘slimmed down organization’. 


He felt ‘encouraged by the response of the American churches and their 
positive attitude to increase their support for the Council.' 


Meanwhile, 23 leaders of religious communities in the US Conference of the 
World Council of Churches issued a statement in support of an earlier 
statement by the WCC Executive Committee on the (Persian) Gulf crisis. 


The statement called for a peaceful settlement to the crisis and for special 
attention to the humanitarian needs and support for the WCC and the Middle 
East Council of Churches in their assistance to those affected by the 
crisis. It also criticized the deployment of American forces to the Gulf. 


The statement called for efforts to address the issues of justice, peace and 
the integrity of creation. 


The statement expressed support for a delegation of US leaders of Protestant 
and Orthodox churches to the Middle East and called for interfaith prayers for 
peace in the Gulf. 


The leaders said, 'we are strengthened by the knowledge that Muslims, Jews, 
and other people of faith are also praying for a peaceful solution to this 
crisis'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.02 
BOTSWANA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL CONDEMNS GOVT PLAN TO LEGALIZE ABORTION 


The Executive Committee of the Botswana Christian Council (BCC) has ae 
"grave disquiet' over government plans to legalize abortion. 


An amendment bill currently before parliament seeks to legalize abortion in 
Situations where a woman has been raped, where the mental or physical health 
of a pregnant woman is endangered, and also where evidence shows that the 
child if allowed to be born will suffer physical or mental abnormalities or 
disease. 


The present law prohibits abortion or the procurement of a miscarriage under 
any circumstance. Once amended, it will be possible for abortion to be 
administered by a medical practitioner when the above conditions are evident. 


The BCC statement says that while there is no unanimity on the issue of 
abortion and that different views were reflected among its member churches, 
there is a general affirmation of the sanctity of life. 


It expresses fear that permitting abortion will lead to abortion on demand, 
and says that the community should be protected from unscrupulous medical 
practitioners who will take advantage of the amended law. 


The statement recalls a resolution passed at the BCC assembly in May which 
says legalising abortion impinges upon various aspects of life and is a 
radical departure from 'our' legal and cultural system. 


The council pledges to strengthen counselling for youth on the question of 
abortion, to develop projects for those born with physical and mental 
handicaps and to help unwed mothers. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.03 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL ISSUES STATEMENT ON GULF 


The presidents of the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland (CCBI) 
issued a statement (7 December) calling upon the churches to pray that Iraqi 
aggression will be overcome without a war. 


The statement says that following the United Nations Security Council 
resolution authorizing the use of military action against Iraq, the CCBI 
welcomed the signs of renewed diplomatic activity between the United States 
and Iraq. 


It says although there are differences of conviction regarding the use of 
force, there is wide agreement among Christians in Britain and Ireland that 
war cannot be a moral option unless all other options have been exhausted. 


The statement expressed sympathy to the suffering people of Kuwait, to the 
hostages and their families and to all those affected by the conflict. It 
called upon Christians of Britain and Ireland to pray for peace, security, 
freedom, and justice. 


The statement was signed by (Anglican) Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Basil Cardinal Hume, Dafydd H.Owen, General 
Secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Wales, Christine Davis of the 
Religious Society of Friends of Scotland, Olu A. Abiola, President of the 
Council of African and Afro-Caribbean Churches and John R.W. Neill, (Anglican) 
Bishop of Tuam. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.04 
REGIONAL ECUMENICAL GROUP DISCUSSES CHANGES IN EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST 


A special Joint Working Group of the Conference of European Churches and the 
Middle East Council of Churches met in Nicosia, Cyprus (7-11 December) to 
examine changes in Europe and the Middle East and the effect they have on the 
political and religious life of the two regions. 


They noted that the Intifada (Arab uprising in the Occupied Territories) and 
the Gulf crisis presented a radical geo-political change in the region, and an 
illustration of the new changes sweeping their regions. Specifically, they 
noted that conflicts in the Middle East constitute causes for human suffering, 
destruction and a threat to regional and world peace. 


The group also expressed concern over the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and 
called for a United Nations sponsored peace conference. It welcomed the 
developments in Lebanon and called for harmony between the different 
religious, cultural and ethnic affiliations, based on mutual respect and 
equality among all citizens. 


For their future joint efforts, the Working Group recommended that the 
increase in the numbers of migrants from the Middle East to Europe and other 
parts of the world needs urgent attention which, they said, reflects the 
political, economic and human rights situation in the region. 


They also recommended the possibility of a joint conference of church leaders 
from both the Middle East and Europe to discuss the new challenges facing both 
ecumenical organizations. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.05 

INDIA: CHRISTIANS HOLD WEEK OF PRAYER FOR PEACE 

A week of prayer and fast for solidarity with the Dalits (formerly known as 
the ‘untouchables’ but now commonly referred to as the ‘oppressed') was held 
in New Delhi (3-9 December) by the Forum for All India Christian Organizations 
(AICO). The All India Catholic Union also called for prayers for the Dalits. 
The Catholic Bishops' Gonference of India and the National Council of Churches 
in India supported the prayer week called for by the AICO. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.06 

GERMANY: KOHL ASKS FOR SPIRITUAL AID FOR FORMER EAST GERMANY 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl says citizens of what was formerly East Germany 
must not only receive economic and social support, but spiritual counsel as 
well. Forty years of Communist rule, he continues, has done tremendous damage 
to ‘people's souls'. He says these people must learn to see the connection 
between freedom and responsibility and believes churches can play a key role 
in the process. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.07 

NORWAY: BISHOP ACQUITTED OF LIBEL 

Church of Norway Bishop Fredrick Grénningsater (Sgr-Hagaland diocese) was 
acquitted of libel by the Supreme Court (14 December) in a case in which he 
was sued by. Olaf B. Dahl,:.a dean of the same diocese. Dahl sued 
Grénningsaeter after he described him as ‘disloyal to the church' for running 
as a parliamentary candidate for a group calling for a cut in the number of 
immigrants to Norway. The Supreme Court has now ruled that Dahl must pay the 
bishop's US$ 30 000 legal costs. After the hearing, Grdnningsaeter said he 
was 'happy' for 'the immigrants and the Church'. Dahl said the fine which he 
must pay within two weeks will make him 'bankrupt'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.08 
USA: CHURCH LEADERS ON A PILGRIMAGE OF PEACE TO THE MIDDLE EAST 


Following an invitation by the Middle East Council of Churches, a delegation 
of 19 heads of churches and national Christian organizations from the United 
States visited Cyprus, Lebanon, Occupied Territories and Iraq (14-21 December) 
to discuss peace in the region. The visit was coordinated by the (US) 
National Council of Churches. 


In a memorandum of understanding on the visit, the church leaders said that 
the four conflicts (Cyprus issue, Lebanon, Israeli-Palestinian problem and the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait) have not only close proximity to each other but are 
all affected by US policy toward the region. 


The delegation first visited Cyprus and intended to highlight the need for a 
quick solution to this long standing problem which has been overshadowed by 
other world issues. 


They later broke up into smaller groups making separate visits to Baghdad, 
Beirut, Jerusalem and Damascus. 


The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait and the strong possibility of US involvement in 
war in the region, and the US churches' long-standing concern for peace in the 
Middle East were some of the reasons behind the visit. 


The memorandum said the visit intended to express solidarity with Christians 
in the region and also to bear witness to the hope for a just and lasting 
peace for all the people of the Middle East. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.09 
SOVIET UNION: ROC OUTLINES WORK OF RELIEF DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 


The Russian (Eastern) Orthodox Church has announced the scope of work for a 
committee which has been set up to oversee the distribution of ecumenical 
material, food and medicines in response to reports of a severe shortage of 
food in the Soviet Union. 


According to a statement from the Department of External Relations of the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, it is hoped that the 
Structure will grow into a network to include regional and diocesan committees. 


In talks with representatives of the World Council of Churches in Moscow (EPS 
90.12.104) the Russian Orthodox Church and the Baptist Union indicated they 
would set up their own relief networks. 


The ROC statement says its committee will collect information of all the 
needs, distribute food and other items, keep accounts of incoming supplies, 
and assist parishes in coordinating their work. 


It says all incoming aid will be distributed exclusively through church 
channels, with most active involvement of people representing parishes, 
brotherhoods and sisterhoods, fellowships and youth groups. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
EPS 91.01.10 
SOVIET UNION: MOSCOW PARISH APPEALING ON DENIAL OF RETURN OF HOUSE 


The Russian Orthodox Church parish of St Nicholas, in the Kuznesty area of 
Moscow, is among those in the vanguard of the revival of church-sponsored 
charitable work in the Soviet Union. Its social and charitable activities have 
been profiled in both church and secular press. 


Now, area authorities are reportedly blocking return to the parish of a nearby 
house which it originally owned and now wishes to use to establish a home for 
needy old people. The construction agency for Moskvarestki region now 
occupies the house. 


In February last year, the parish asked for its return and was granted the 
building, in writing in March. In July, another letter, this time reversing 
the earlier decision of the regional authorities, was received by the parish. 


In September, the parish repeated its request, but no answer was forthcoming 
from the authorities. The parish is now appealing to Moskvarestki regional 
aouthorities to over-rule the negative decision of the area authorities. 


Meanwhile, churches in Germany and Austria have expressed support for the 
project and are willing to supply equipment and other materials. The Moscow 
City Council is also said to support the project. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.11 

USA: FEMALE METHODIST CLERGY REPORT SEXUAL HARASSMENT 

Over three-fourths of United Methodist women clergy have experienced sexual 
harrassment, often by other pastors or colleagues, according to a survey 
conducted by the General Council of Ministers. Titled, Sexual Harassment in 
the United Methodist Church, it says 77 percent of the church's female clergy 
have experienced incidents of sexual harassment. 41 percent reported that the 
harassment was perpetrated by colleagues or other pastors. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.12 

ISRAEL: GOVERNMENT BILL PROVOKES RELIGIOUS DIVISION 

The coalition goernment of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir has agreed to push 
for the immediate passage of four religious laws which include a ban on the 
sale and production of pork, restriction of legal abortions, abolition of some 
forms of transportation on the Jewish Sabbath and banning of ‘'lewd' 
advertising.. This has drawn criticism from some groups in the country. 
Mordechai Virshubsky of the Citizen Rights Movement says the move is intended 
to ‘sell the entire secular population down the river'. The Vatican has 
charged that the bill would undermine the status quo of Chirstian rights and 
turn Israel into a closed religious society. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.13 

USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL TO REOPEN DIALOGUE WITH GAY CHURCH 

The General Board of the (US) National Council of Churches has approved a 
continuation of dialogue with the 34 000-member Metropolitan Community Church 
whose ministry is primarily for gays and lesbians. In 1983 the NCC 
indefinitely postponed an application for membership by the denomination when 
several Eastern Orthodx churches threatened to leave the council if the NCC 
joined. [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.14 
NIGERIA: GOVERNMENT DONATES LAND FOR CHRISTIAN CHAPEL 
The Nigerian government has donated some land to build a Christian chapel at 
Lagos airport. A mosque for Muslims already exists at the same airport. Most 
of the more than 115 million Nigerians are either Christians or Muslims. 
Though the precise numbers are disputed, the two communities are roughly equal 
in size. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.15 
ROMANIA: BAPTISTS ALLOWED TO ESTABLISH ORPHANAGES 
The Romanian government has granted permission to the Baptist World Alliance 
to establish orphanages there (EPS 90.11.71). According to BWA General 
Secretary Denton Lotz, the government has also agreed to allow BWA to 
establish homes for the elderly. [EPS] 


EPS 90.01.16 

SOVIET UNION: RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH RECEIVES GIFT FROM GERMANY 

The German government transferred (17-19 December) a number of vehicles and 
other equipment which belonged to the former east German army to the Russian 
Orthodox Church. Included were 50 jeeps, 50 three-ton lorries, 100 seven-ton 
lorries, 100 tents, 2 buses, 20 mobile kitchens, 20 air-compressors and 50 
motor-Saws. Food, medicines and other materials were also part of the gift. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.01.17 

TAIWAN: ‘ASIAN VOICE LOST AT SYNOD', SAYS BISHOP 

Asian bishops at the recent Synod of Roman Catholic Bishops in Rome were a 
minority and their suggestions did not draw much attention, says Bishop Luke 
Liu Hsien-tang of Hsinchu in a report in Asia Focus publication. He says even 
among themselves, Asian delegates found difficulty to arrive at a consensus 
because each Asian area has its particular problem. Compared to American and 
European regions which were each represented by 50 bishops, the 23 Asian 
bishops were a minority, he says. 


EPS 90.01.18 

USA: ROMAN CATHOLICS, JEWS HONOUR HOLOCAUST HERO 

Roman Catholics and Jews honoured Jan Karsik, (28 November) a former Polish 
underground operative who helped to bring the Holocaust to public attention. 
A former courier to the Polish government in exile during World War II, he 
disguised himself in 1942 and visited two concentration camps known as Warsaw 
Ghetto and Belzec. While in London, he told the British government about his 
observations at the camps. His reports were later published and became one of 
the first few available while the Holocaust was going on. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.19 

EAST EUROPEANS SUPPORT PRESIDENT BUSH'S GULF POLICY 

Religious News Service reports that new democratic governments in Eastern 
Europe support US President George Bush's policy in the (Persian) Gulf because 
inexpensive oil is essential to their fledgling economies, according to an 
expert who has just returned to the region for the American Quakers. John 
Feffer of the American Friends Service Committee says Eastern Europeans are 
inclined to go in a ‘knee-jerk fashion with whatever the US does'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.20 
AUSTRALIA: CATHOLIC PAPER CLOSES AFTER 122 YEARS 
The Advocate, the official weekly newspaper of the Catholic archdiocese of 
Melbourne has ceased publication after 122 years. According® Co . the 
archdiocese of Melbourne, the paper was 'becoming a financial burden'. [EPS] 
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EPS~90.01721 
ECUTEXT/ Pablo Richard: The Church of the Poor in the 1990s 


[This is excerpted from an abridged version which appeared in Latinamerica 
Press. The author is a Catholic theologian. He identified seven challenges 
affecting Christian base communities (CEBs). Five of them are presented here.] 


ite Popular movements. One of the most urgent tasks for the Church of the 
Poor in the 1990s is the fortification of its evangelizing and liberating 
presence. This must not only be done in society in general, but specifically 
in popular social movements. ... 


pay Popular religiosity. The greatest challenge to the Christian base 
communitites (CEBs) is the creation of an ecclesiastical space in the lives of 
Latin Americans. People need a space where they can directly express their 
own religiosity, where they can be themselves, where they can be the subjects 
of their own faith, with critical judgement and an ability to share their own 
religious realities. 


Only through the CEBs will the church be able to root itself in the religious 
reality of the people and overcome the conflict of ‘popular religion vs. 
efGicial.church * 


If the members of the CEBs do not assume an evangelizing role within their own 
religion, the Church of the Poor will be a church parallel and opposed to the 
religious experience of the people. ... 


3% Ecumenism and _ sects. Constructing a new model of church that will be 
essentially ecumenical is required of all the historical Christian churches. 
The CEBs are the roots of this new ecumenism, the most important dimension and 
the fundamental task of the 1990s. 


The only possible and liberating response that fulfils the spiritual needs of 
the people of God is to strengthen the Church of the Poor. It must respond 
to the spiritual needs of the oppressed, accompany the people in their pain 
and anguish and give real answers to their confusion, fear and longing. ... 


4. A new ministerial structure. ... Ministerial structure is monopolized and 
centralized, dominated by paternalistic, authoritarian, elitist and colonial 
attitudes that run throughout the church's hierarchy. 


Slowly, the CEBs have gone about adding to ecclesiastical ministries, bringing 
in catechists, missioners, music directors, visits to the sick, which all 
involve lay people - married couples, campesinos, women, and men. 


Priests, in their current role, are removed from the people, dedicated to 
prayer, studies and mission. ... 


a Liberation theology. ... This is the theology of the poor in the Third 
World. It is relatively new and has many faults and contradictions, but it 
certainly responds to the need to create a new model for the church in the 
Third World. 


Liberation theology has room to develop in the CEBs. It is in the CEBs that 
Christians are critically reflecting on their faith as part of their process 
of liberation. It is through these that they are constructing their own 
theology which reflects the Indo-Afro-Latin American culture. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.22 
ECUVIEW: Minimum Demands to Overcome the South African Crisis (Beyers Naude) 


[Naude, a Reformed minister, is the retired general secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches. The following is excerpted from a speech he gave 
at the annual general meeting of the South African Institute of Contextual 
Theology, earlier this year.] 


A fundamental political change from oppressive minority rule to authentic 
democratic rule is urgently needed. This demand is the most important which 
can be made. It is crucial to the solution of the problem. Anything less 
will not resolve the crisis. 


Apartheid cannot be reformed; it has to be abolished and to be removed in all 
forms, especially in its legal form. Debates could be waged about different 
forms of democracy (whether it should be unitary or federal), one or two 
houses of parliament each with distinctive forms of power and control but the 
principle of universal franchise is simply not negotiable. 


The discussion about fundamental change should in any case guarantee the basic 
freedoms which society have laid down for all true democracies: Freedom of 
speech, association, religion, etc. 


Specific steps towards meaningful economic change to satisfy minimum economic 
demands have also to be taken. This will require a serious re-division of 
land, proper sharing of resources and wealth, much more extensive programmes 
of training in skills and professions, including massive in-service programmes 
which should be undertaken by industrial and commercial concerns. 


Urgent steps should be taken to start creating an educational system which 
will serve the needs of all students and scholars. This system should be 
non-racial, open and unitary and should provide the same opportunities for 
every student who wishes to be educated. If this is not done we could face 
the total breakdown of black education throughout the country. 


A system of national health and welfare should also be established as soon as 
possible. All existing medical amenities should be made available without any 
discrimination to all people of our country. 


In addition we have to realise that South Africa especially faces two major 
threats to our national health: the danger of increasing AIDS cases 
throughout the country and of a population explosion. By the year 2020 the 
population will reach 80 million at which point natural resources and 
socio-economic capabilities will be saturated. 


Adequate possibilites of cultural enrichmnent for the whole population should 
be created. We are experiencing remarkable technological developments all 
around the world. New forms of massive communication have become possible. 


New forms of learning techniques have been discovered; new possiblities of 
teaching and educating people which previously were undreamed of, are becoming 
a reality. All these facilities could be used to give expression to the rich 
diversity of cultures which we have in our country and which all can enjoy. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 90.01.23 
ECUVIEW: Regional Pre-Assembly Meetings Round-Up 


[This is an abridged version of. an article by Monique McClellan of the news 
and information office of the World Council of Churches. The full text 
appeared in the WCC magazine One World.] 


"Just when I was beginning to understand how it all worked, it was over', said 
a participant after almost three weeks at the World Council of Churches' Sixth 
Assembly in Vancouver in 1983. 


WCC Assemblies bring together delegates from 311 member churches on all 
continents. Counting advisers, guests, observers, visitors and press, several 
thousand people are present. 


On the basis of comments like the one above, those preparing the WCC's Seventh 
Assembly in Canberra (7-20 February) have worked hard to make it simpler, more 
transparent and more participatory. This is especially important because the 
overwhelming majority of delegates there will be attending their first WCC 
Assembly. 


Those reasons lay behind the decision to set up a network of regional 
pre-Assembly meetings before Canberra. In Canberra delegates might find 
themselves in a small group with someone from every continent and be called on 
to talk about an issue of importance to the future of the ecumenical movement 
with repercussions for their church. 


It's hoped that the experience in the pre-Assembly meeting will help many 
delegates to participate more effectively in the Assembly and thus also in the 
process of setting directions for the WCC in the years to come. Such 
preparatory events were organized in Africa, North East Asia, South East Asia, 
South Asia, the Middle East, the Caribbean, Latin America, the Pacific, the US 
and Canada. 


The majority of delegates who come to the Assembly have met within their 
region. They have encountered Christians from different countries in their 
region, and learned about the process of an Assembly and, perhaps most 
important, how to make known their special problems and concerns. 


Many topics surfaced in the pre-Assembly meetings and delegates concentrated 
on threats to the environment and to humanity as a whole, on the suffering of 
the oppressed, on exploitation and injustice. And they all pleaded for unity. 


In Latin America more than 100 participants from 20 Protestant WCC member 
churches in 14 countries gathered in Bahia, Brazil, under the theme 'Latin 
America Walking with the Spirit towards Liberation’. 


They plead for Christians to abandon racism and male-dominated attitudes, to 
condemn the inhuman heresy of exploitation and not to be cowardly in the face 
of enormous threats and perils. 


Canadian churches decided on a separate meeting for the delegates from their 
country aS a way to maintain their own national identity on the North American 
continent. 


Canadian delegates expressed concern about the role of women in the life of 
churches, in the ecumenical movement and in the WCC itself. [over] 


assembly/2 


Churches in the Middle East met in an ancient monastery outside Cairo. Most 
were preparing for their first WCC Assembly, and they tried to come to terms 
with the life and witness of the World Council and their role in it. 


In a region torn by war and violence and where Christian emigration is 
increasing, participants felt that their witness implies a fundamental 
question: ‘Are we able to live and witness in the Middle East?' 


In two separate sessions in the Dominican Republic and in Barbados, twenty 
officially appointed Caribbean delegates asked themselves what vision they 
must take to Canberra. 


Together with their Latin American neighbours, they will urge the Assembly to 
condemn the anticipated celebration of the 500th anniversary of the arrival of 
Columbus on their shores. 


The Asian churches represented in the WCC decided that because of the vast 
differences in their region, three separate preparatory meetings would best 
serve the delegates to Canberra. 


The churches of North East Asia sent their delegates to Hong Kong to 
confront some difficult questions, among them, what kind of national identity 
should churches try to encourage in the coming decade in Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
Korea, where political changes are imminent. 


The Assembly theme and the abundant flora on the Indonesian island of Bali 
induced delegates from South East Asia, Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand 
to reflect on the urgent call to protect God's creation. 


In Bali as well as at all the other per-Assembly meetings, delegates were 
introduced to the situation of Australia's Aborigines. 


In South Asia, issues of protection of the ecosystem, justice for women and 
the poor and the search for community identity were discussed. Also discussed 
were the rise of fundamentalism - Islamic, Hindu, Buddhist or Christian, which 
are of deep concern in the region. 


In Africa, the advance of Islam was also one of the major concerns 110 of 
the 162 delegates expressed. Meeting in Ghana to discuss’ pan-African 
concerns, they voiced real fears that the coming decade might be preoccupied 
by confrontations between Islam and Christianity in Africa. 


In the United States, 59 official delegates and 115 accredited visitors 
developed their thinking along the lines of building bridges across gender, 
national ancestry and ethnic lines. 


Pacific delegates meeting in Suva, Fiji, asked that their islands and the sea 
around them be protected from nuclear testing. 


Looking at what has been reported from different parts of the world, Wesley 
Ariarajah, WCC Dialogue subunit director who has coordinated the programmatic 
aspects of Canberra during the pre-Assemblly period, is pleased with the 
result. ‘Our regions vary one from the other; and preparations and 
expectations are different’. he says. 


The ten pre-Assembly meetings show that, no matter how many artificial 
barriers are erected, the people of the Holy Spirit are linked with one 
another. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Church and Mozambican Refugees in Malawi 


[Beth C. Ferris is Study and Interpretation Secretary in the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. 
This is an edited report she prepared upon her return from a visit to 
Mozambique and Malawi in November] 


..-Mozambique is rarely on the front pages of European or North American 
newspapers these days. It seems that the world's concern about the situation 
has been overshadowed by events in other parts of the world. 


But refugees continue to arrive and the suffering goes on. The United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) has faced serious financial 
problems for the last couple of years and its refugee programmes’ have 
suffered. 


Because of a lack of land in the country, refugees are not able to grow their 
own food; they depend on assistance from the international community. But 
shortages of food supplies have led to increased malnutrition among refugee 
children. 


At the same time queues of women waiting for water are growing longer and 
there is mounting concern that the water supplies in the camps won't be 
sufficient. There is also shortages of firewood and of the grass needed to 
thatch the houses. 


The churches in Malawi have responded generously to the refugees and the 
Christian Council has a number of programmes in the camps. In response to 
the often desperate needs of the refugees when they first arrive, they have 
built transit shelters where the refugees can stay while they build their 
houses. 


Upon arrival refugee families are given 14 poles to build their houses, but 
must find the grass for thatching and construct by themselves. As many of 
the new arrivals are physically weak from their journey, and since the poles 
are often not available, they need a place to sleep for a few weeks. 


"Last month, I got a call from UNHCR', said Jones Laviwa, Refugee Coordinator 
with the Christian Council of Malawi. ‘They said that they needed 100 new 
transit shelters immediately because a large number of refugees had just 
arrived. UNHCR called on Friday afternoon. By Sunday, we had already put 
up four of the shelters.' 


CCM has provided other facilities as well, for example, in some camps they 
have built 'multi-purpose' buildings used for day care and meetings of refugee 
committees as well as by Malawians living in the area. But there is a very 
important work they do, they are present with the refugees and they listen to 
their stories and show their support. 


Church assistance to the Mozambican refugees isn't only expressed by the 
Christian Council but also by congregations throughout the country who collect 
clothes and maize meal for distribution to the refugees. 


"Many of the refugees arrive dressed only in rags, sometimes they are almost 
naked', Laviwa_ says. 'There is an urgent need for clothing and the 
congregations have done their best to respond.' 

[EPS] 
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PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


In an interview in the US Eastern Orthodox magazine Again, US evangelical 
author Franky Schaeffer says that ‘unequivocally ... I regard the best 
embodiment of the historic Orthodox Christian faith to be within the Orthodox 
Church'. He adds that 'my own spiritual journey is taking me deeper and 
deeper into Orthodoxy', though ‘I'm not there 100 percent just yet.' Again is 
published by a group of evangelicals who became part of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, a jurisdiction of the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East. 


Honorary degrees: to Brazilian Roman Catholic liberation theologian Leonardo 
Boff by the University of Turin (Italy); to the Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Prague (Czechoslovakia), FrantiSek TomaXek, by St Charles University in Prague. 


Noted Reformed (Waldensian) theologian Valdo Vinay died in Rome 25 
November. He was 84. 


Angelo Sodano, 63, has succeeded Agostino Cardinal Casaroli as Vatican 
secretary of state. Casaroli has reached the usual retirement age for Roman 
Gatholic. hierarchs (525. The Vatican secretary of state has particular 
responsibility for diplomacy and foreign affairs. Sodano is a _ long-time 
Vatican diplomat. 


William Lazareth is the new Lutheran co-chair of the international dialogue 
group for Lutherans and Eastern Orthodox. Now a synod (area) bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, he is the former director of the 
Sub-Unit on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches. Another former 
WCC staff member (in the Sub-Unit on Education), Jean Masamba ma Mpolo, a 
theology professor at Kinshasha University (Zaire) is the leader of a new 
political party, the National Forum for Democracy. Its membership is open to 
all Zairians who wish to build a democracy based on fundamental Christian and 
moral values. Its platform is stressing 'the role of faith in democratizing 
political systems'. 


Keith Jenkins is the new general secretary of the European Ecumenical 
Commission for Church and Society. Also working in its Brussels office is 
Study secretary Marc Lenders. The executive secretary in its Strasbourg 
office is Gérard Merminod. 


Sigurd Osberg, a rural dean in Oslo area, is the new bishop of the 
[Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) diocese of Tunsberg. He succeeds Hakon 
Andersen, who retired at the end of 1990. Osberg was not among the five 
candidates nominated by the diocesan council, but he received the most votes 
in a first election round (which included voting by all diocesan clergy and 
parish councils). (Some church leaders later expressed concern that the 
voters did not stick to the nominees.) In the second round, in which the 11 
NK diocesan bishops and the NK National Council comment on the first round, 
Osberg received only two votes. The other nine bishops and the council 
favored Odd Bondevik, general secretary of the Norwegian Missionary Council. 
He came second in the first round. The final decision was taken by the 
government. 


Charles H. Troutman, Jr, a founding member of MInterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship of the United States died 8 November in Tucson, Arizona. He was 76. 
He was once the general secretary of the movement. 

[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 91.02.57 is the 57th item 
appearing in February 1991. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. EPS appears about three times a month. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
situation report (# 13, 7 December) on emergency relief in Sudan 
situation report (#9, 7 December) on famine and war in Ethiopia 
situation report (# 9, 20 December) on refugees/floods in Malawi 


Theme of the current (January) issue of the WCC quarterly Ecumenical Review 
(Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2) is ‘The Ecumenical Future and the WCC’ 
Contributors are Lesslie Newbigin, Aram Keshishian, Patrick Henry, Johannes 
Hempel, Jean Mayland, David Gill, Diane Kessler, John Deschner, Dale Irwin, 
Lewis Mudge, Georges Tsetsis, Lukas Vischer, Kosuke Koyama, Jan Love, Wes 
Granberg-Michaelson, Anthony Ugolnik, and Marlin VanElderen. 


The General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England (Church House, Great 
Smith Street, London SW1P 3NZ) has published a report by an official English 
Anglican delegation which visited the World Council of Churches and Conference 
of European Churches in January 1990. 


Renumbering: Some items in EPS 58/01 —- the first of the new year - did not 
keep pace with the calendar. In cases where 90 appears, the number should, of 
course, be 91. And, in the introduction to 91.01.22, delete the last three 
words. Also, in EPS 57/40, item 90.11.56 should be 90.12.56. 


The EPS index for 1990 is available on request. However, if you have asked 
for a copy in previous years, your name is on the mailing list, and a copy has 
been sent to you already. Please do not re-request. 
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EPS Coverage of the WCC Seventh Assembly, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February 


EPS is to be posted from Geneva six times during the assembly (7,12,14,18,20, 
22 February). Daily coverage by fax, e-mail, or telex, and coverage keyed 
to a particular region, church tradition, or issue is possible for those who 
request it before 25 January. For those planning to cover the assembly in 
person, information is available from Martine Pasche, WCC Communications, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


Assembly background material includes a special issue of the WCC magazine 
One World, reviewing major WCC events/trends since the Sixth Assembly in 
1983, and a new book, Introducing the World Council of Churches. Both are 
available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-121l1 Geneva 2. The magazine 
costs 5 Swiss, 3.95) US, or 1:957UK. "(the book is 15 bwiss, 9ayo Ups or o.oo Un. 


The EPS address 1-22 February is WCC Seventh Assembly, GPO Box 1566, 
Canberra ACT 2601, Australia. The EPS phone number 6-20 February is 
61-6/257.6746. The EPS fax number 6-20 February is 61-6/257.6797. Just 
before and after that (i.e. 2-5 & 21-22) February), the “numbers are 
61-6/249.5426 (phone) and 61-6/249.5427 (fax). (EPS is also to be contactable 
by e-mail. Information on that to come.) 
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CHURCH PEACE CALLS IN RUN-UP TO IRAQ/KUWAIT DEADLINE 


In the days and weeks before the midnight, 15 January deadline (New York time) 
set by the UN Security Council for Iraq to leave Kuwait, several church 
appeals for peace were issued. 


Less than 24 hours before the deadline, World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro repeated an earlier call to the UN Security Council to 
take ‘urgent steps to avert a war in the Gulf. ... It would be tragic', he 
said, 'if a war with catastrophic consequences is waged in the name of the 
United Nations, a war over the course of which the UN will have no control. 
... People around the world are praying for peace at this time. We hope that 
the Security Council will seize this moment in history to attain peace.' 


On the eve of talks (9 January in Geneva) between Iraqi Foreign Minister Tarig 
Aziz and US Secretary of State James Baker, general secretaries of four 
Geneva-based, international church organizations urged the two to hold 
constructive talks to avert war. They called for flexibility and an openness 
to new proposals which might lead to a peaceful resolution of the conflict. 
The letter was signed by Castro; Jean Fischer, Conference of European 
Churches; Milan Opocensky, World Alliance of Reformed Churches; and Gunnar 
Staalsett, Lutheran World Federation. 


Castro urged WCC members to continue praying for peace. "We are confident’, 
he wrote to them, ‘that people of all religious persuasions will join in this 
spiritual endeavour, and in so doing will contribute to the creation of a 
climate of reconciliation and cooperation which will prevent a surrender to 
the dynamics of a military solution with catastrophic consequences. ' 


In a message to UN Secretary General Javier Pérez de Cuellar (7 January), 
Castro referred to ‘increasing anxiety and genuine consternation around the 
world about imminent war'. He said people of the world look to the United 
Nations to take immediate steps to prevent a ‘catastrophic war' and 'to 
restore international peace and security in the area'. 


Following their trip to the Middle East [EPS 91.01.08], 19 US church leaders 
called (21 December) for renewed peace initiatives. Methodist Bishop Melvin 
Talbert, a vice president of the [US] National Council of Churches, said he 
and others in the part of the delegation that visited Iraq urged its 
government ‘to withdraw immediately its troops and occupation forces from 
Kuwait'. Back in the United States, the leaders called for ‘an immediate halt 
to the build-up' and for the ‘withdrawal of US troops' from the region. 


None of the delegation visited Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, or the 
United Arab Emirates; ‘disappointment, astonishment, and anger' was reported 
among leaders of the minority and mostly expatriate Christian community in 
those Gulf countries. 


In Bahrain, Anglican priest Ian Young said Gulf people agree 'the problems of 
the Palestinian people, Lebanon, and Cyprus must be addressed. But, rightly 
or wrongly' they ‘don't see a direct link' between those issues and Iraqi 
‘aggression'. And, he added, the presence of US and allied troops' in the 
region is 'seen as protection against further aggression by Iraq’. 


In the United Kingdom, an eight-person delegation of the Council of Churches 
for Britain and Ireland met UK Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd (9 January) to 
convey serious church concern at the prospect of war in the Gulf. [over] 


gulf/2 


The delegation said possible consequences of war have not been sufficiently 
taken into account in arguments for a military solution. It noted that the 
UN resolution does not specify 15 January as the date on which military action 
must begin, and said that date should not signal the end of efforts for a 
peaceful solution. 


Fifty students receiving ecumenical support for their study in the United 
Kingdom issued a statement (3 January) expressing ‘serious and grave concern' 
over the Gulf crisis. 


Scottish church leaders warned that war in the Middle East would '‘'solve none 
of the basic problems there, but would, in fact, create a whole series of 
other problems to be dealt with'. ACTS, the Scottish ecumenical council, 
designated Sunday, 13 January, as a ‘day of prayer for peace in the Gulf'. 


In a letter to members of the US Congress (10 January), leaders of the [US] 
National Council of Churches expressed ‘profound ... dismay' at the prospect 
of the use of US military force as a means of resolving the crisis. They 
noted the earlier NCC condemnation of the Iraqi invasion. 


They warned of the potentially disastrous effect of war on US society, and 
said US forces in the Middle East are disproportionately drawn from racial/ 
ethnic minorities, and from the growing ranks of the poor. They urged 
Congress not to cede its authority to determine whether or not the United 
States goes to war, and called on the US government to pursue ways to resolve 
long-standing issues of the region in the context of the United Nations. 


Leaders of the 32 NCC member denominations conferred by telephone. Many 
reported that their denominations had already made special arrangements to 
deal with the crisis. They also called for initiatives to maintain close 
communication with Roman Catholic leaders, and the Jewish and Muslim 
communities, noting that anti-Jewish and anti-Arab feelings have been 
expressed during the crisis. (Most Arabs are Muslims.) 


In more than a dozen countries, a ‘Sounds for Peace’ campaign encouraged the 
use of bells, chants, organs, and drums by church and other groups each day at 
noon to call attention to peacemaking activities. 


In Australia, a radio station broadcast 'prayers for peace' led by a variety 
of church leaders. The Australian Council of Churches urged the Australian 
government to ‘use all means at its disposal to encourage mediation, 
conciliation, and diplomacy towards a peaceful and just resolution of the 
conflict'. It also asked its 13 member denominations to act against outbreaks 
of prejudice against Arabs or Muslims. 


Before Christmas, the 26th General Assembly of the Kyodan (the United Church 
of Christ in Japan) issued a statement urging the Japanese government 'to 
determine the proper course for our nation and participate in finding a true 
solution' to the crisis in the Gulf. It called for the withdrawal of Iraqi 
troops from Kuwait, and of all foreign troops in the region. It urged Israel 
to withdraw from all occupied territories and to seek a viable solution to the 
Palestinian problem. It also opposed sending Japanese troops to the region. 


In the Netherlands, the Inter Church Peace Council distributed an appeal to 
the Iraqi and US leaders by Earth Action International. It faults the 'greed 
for territory' by Saddam Hussein, and the ‘apparent unwillingness to give 
sanctions time to work' of George Bush. [EPS] 
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GENEVA-BASED COMMITTEE FOR DISASTERS WARNS OF WORST FAMINE IN AFRICA 


According to a report from several church and other agencies, 20 million of 
the 600 million people of Africa face starvation this year if sufficient food 
aid is not provided. 


Member agencies of the Geneva-based Licross/Volags Steering Committee for 
Disasters released their assessment at a news conference in Geneva (4 
January). The committee includes the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, Caritas Internationalis, Catholic Relief Services, Lutheran World 
Federation, and World Council of Churches. 


The agency representatives said Ethiopia, Angola, Sudan, Liberia, and 
Mozambique face ‘particular grave food shortages' because of civil strife, 
while other parts of the continent will suffer crop failure due to drought. 
If help does not come quickly, they said, Africa will face a famine as bad as 
or worse than that of 1984-85. 


Par Stenback, secretary general of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies said the committee noted a generous world reaction to food problems 
in eastern Europe, but ‘humanitarian priorities compel us to underline the 
vast life-threatening crisis now facing Africa'. He said the committee's 
priority is Africa ‘and still remains Africa'. 


Brian Neldner, director of the Lutheran World Federation Department of World 
Service said there are other 'competing interests' such as the (Persian) Gulf 
crisis and eastern Europe, but cautioned that the African crisis ‘is a 
long-term priority which we feel needs attention'. 


Comparing the situation in Africa to the Soviet Union, Nico Keulemans, 
emergency and rehabilitation officer of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches said ‘we have not 
seen evidence of famine in the Soviet Union', but there are vulnerable groups 
there which need help. He said a WCC delegation visited the Soviet Union to 
"talk to the churches about their role in the new circumstances' there. 


On Ethiopia, Neldner said 440 metric tons of food aid will be needed for 2 
million people in Tigray alone. Following crop assessments, there is evidence 
of a wide-spread drought in both Eritrea and Tigray. 


In Sudan, two consecutive crop failures and the civil war have disrupted the 
planting and distribution of food and several million people will be affected 
by famine. 


The civil war in Liberia has caused 700 000 people to flee into Sierra Leone, 
Guinea, and the Ivory Coast. A million more are displaced within the country. 


In Angola, an estimated 1.9 million people are facing starvation due to a 
combination of war and a long drought caused by erratic rainfall. 


In Mozambique, millions of people continue to suffer from food shortages as a 
result of war. More that two million of the country's 15 million people have 
been displaced internally and a further one million are refugees’ in 
surrounding countries. [EPS] 
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US BAPTIST BOARD REPORTS 'NEW WAVE OF REPRESSION' IN IRAN 


The Foreign Mission Board of the [US-based] Southern Baptist Convention 
reports that a Pentecostal (Assemblies of God) pastor was executed in Iran 
last month ‘amid a new wave of repression against Christian believers and 
churches in the country.' 


Citing ‘sources inside Iran,' the board said Hossein Soodmand, 55, was hanged 
(3 December) after being tortured during two months of imprisonment. His body 
was not released for burial. 


Fellow pastors who visited a prison in Mashad, a city in northeastern Iran, 
were told of the hanging and were shown a coroner's report stating he was 
dead, the board reports. They were later escorted to an unmarked grave and 
told it contained Soodmand's body. The pastors said the grave is not ina 
cemetery but in a location they deemed 'not a respectable place' for burials. 


Soodmand was one of a handful of Iranian pastors serving in Iran. According 
to Britannica World Data, 98 percent of the 55 million Iranians are Muslims; 
Christians account for 0.7 percent. Christianity is one of the four religions 
officially recognized by the Islamic government of Iran. 


Soodmand had left Islam and accepted the Christian faith and had been asked by 
his church leaders to move from Mashad to Gorgan, a city northeast of Teheran, 
to lead a congregation established there in the 1960s, according to the 
Baptist report. A congregation he served in Mashad was closed by the 
government in 1988. 


The board reports that when he arrived in Gorgan he was arrested by local 
authorities, blindfolded, and taken away for interrogation. He was then 
ordered to leave Gorgan and return to Mashad. 


Upon arrival at Mashad, he was arrested again and imprisoned. During the 
following four weeks, the board reports, he was subjected to public mockery 
for his faith and ordered to repeatedly pray aloud. He was also physically 
tortured. 


Accused by the authorities of spying, his friends dismissed the charges as 
preposterous, the board says 


According to the board, Soodmand, who is survived by a blind wife and four 
children, is a victim of a new, harsher round of systematic repression against 
Christians, especially those who are former Muslims. 


Along with the closing of some Christian congregations and bookstores, 
Christian conferences are banned, and government approval is required for 
weddings or church outings, the board reports. 


Christians have reportedly been warned not to contact outsiders about the 
government policy and actions. 


Last July, the authorities closed the Iranian Bible Society [EPS 90.07.92] 
after repeatedly calling in its general secretary for questioning. After he 
left the country, the government Office of Religious Minorities reportedly 
confiscated society files and locked staff out of its building. The 
government then announced the society had been dissolved and that permission 
would not be granted for it to operate again. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL APPEAL TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF SLUM DEMOLITIONS 


The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World 
Council of Churches has appealed for 30 000 US dollars to help victims of the 
Kenyan government demolition of slums and kiosks owned by self-employed street 
hawkers and pedlars. 


Last month, squads of bulldozers carried out destruction of kiosks and shacks 
used by slum dwellers in different parts of Nairobi, leaving thousands of them 
homeless, and without other sources of income. 


A report from the National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) says the reason 
given for the destruction was to '‘'clean up' the city. It says hundreds of 
kiosks used by poor people to sell vegetables, cheap clothing, and food, and 
by cobblers, barbers, and shoe-shiners, and as make-shift houses, were razed. 


The report says the demolitions have left many people without clothes, beds 
and bedding, and homes. It says as a result of exposure to the cold, many 
people, especially children and the elderly, are suffering from pneumonia, 
respiratory disorders, diarrhoea, and skin diseases. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.30 
HAITI: WILL OF THE PEOPLE NOW CLEAR, SAYS ECUMENICAL OBSERVER TEAM 


The international ecumenical team under the auspices of the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches (CCC) which observed the elections in Haiti (16 
December), says the will of the people of Haiti has been made clear in their 
commitment, discipline, and zeal in a fair and peaceful election there. 


The 20-member observer team was invited to Haiti by the Haiti Protestant 
Federation and the Methodist Church of Haiti. 


Kelvin Felix, leader of the team, said the group was 'proud to have witnessed 
this historic moment in which the Haitian people have written a new page in 
their history'. Felix is Roman Catholic archbishop of Castries and a former 
CCC president. 


The team recommended an end to the isolation of Haiti by other nations of the 
region and the international community, now that an accountable government has 
been elected. 


Noting the rich heritage of culture, art, and language which the people of 
Haiti have to share, the team called upon the Caribbean Common Market 
governments to pursue a joint mission to Haiti to facilitate trade, cultural, 
and other exchanges between Haiti and the rest of the Caribbean. It also 
called on the international community, the church, and other non-governmental 
organizations to support the people of Haiti in development programmes. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.31 
HONG KONG: CHRISTIAN GROUPS CALL FOR RELEASE OF PRO-DEMOCRACY PRISONERS 
Representatives of 21 Christian groups demonstrated outside the offices of the 
New China News Agency in Hong Kong, and issued a statement urging the Chinese 
government to release leaders of the 1989 pro-democracy movement in China. 
The news agency acts as a de facto Chinese embassy in Hong Kong. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.32 
BULGARIA: ECUMENICAL VISITORS SAY SITUATION GRIM; URGE QUICK RESPONSE 


A three-person ecumenical team representing the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, Lutheran World Federation and Conference of European Churches 
visited Bulgaria (17-21 December) to assess the food situation there, and to 
discuss an ecumenical response. 


The team reports that although the situation looks grim, it is not yet 
desperate, but cautions that famine may affect a large segment of the 
population. 


It says there are shortages of food, medicines, and clothing, and the general 
standard of living is falling due to. the declining value of the local currency 
and low agricultural and industrial production. 


The team, which met with Eastern Orthodox and minority church leaders, and 
representatives of the Bulgarian Red Cross, says the current situation may 
mark the beginning of a severe socio-economic crisis with serious social 
consequences, and urges a quick response to the requests already received. 


Metropolitan Pankrati of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church told the team that the 
existing BOC Committee for Charity will coordinate BOC relief efforts. Other 
church bodies will coordinate their own relief programmes. 


The team was also told that medicines, baby food and milk, basic food stuffs, 
clothing, and shoes were the immediate needs of the people. 


Bulgarian Red Cross President Ignatow told the team that there was a lack of 
awareness of the food situation in Bulgaria among western countries and said 
the problem presented a possible disaster. 


The team recommends awareness—-building within the international ecumenical 
community about the seriousness of the food situation in Bulgaria and pledges 
to respond to it as quickly as possible. 


It also recommends the formation of a relief consortium for Bulgaria ahead of 
round-table meeting in a few months to ensure the supply of relief items to 
the country. 


The team urges strengthening of the administrative structures of the Bulgarian 
churches by providing communication equipment and training to cope with the 
emergency situation. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.33 

CHINESE AND KOREAN CHRISTIANS TO ATTEND FIRST WCC ASSEMBLY IN MANY DECADES 
After several decades of absence from World Council of Churches assemblies, 
Chinese and North Korean Christians will attend the WCC Seventh Assembly in 
Canberra, Australia (7-20 February). The Chinese will participate for the 
first time since the early 1950s. They are to be represented by Bishop K.H. 
Ting, President of the China Christian Council (CCC) who will attend as a 
guest of the WCC. Three CCC observers will also attend. The [North] Korean 
Christians Federation (KCF) is sending a four-member observer team to a WCC 
assembly for the first time. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.34 
UNITED STATES: FEDERAL JUDGE RESTRICTS INVESTIGATION OF CHURCHES 


A United States federal district judge has ruled that government investigators 
do not have ‘unfettered discretion’ to infiltrate church services. 


US District Judge Roger Strand ruled in a lawsuit filed by four Lutheran and 
Presbyterian congregations and their parent denominations, and imposed new 
restrictions on the government's right to infiltrate religious services. 


In 1986, the churches filed a suit challenging the covert investigation of 
churches which were then providing sanctuary to Central Americans from El 
Salvador and Guatemala in the United States. The churches were infiltrated by 
undercover informants hired by the federal Immigration and Naturalization 
Service. 


Court records show that undercover informants attended church services and on 
at least one occasion, secretly tape-recorded a worship service. 


While the judge's ruling did not prohibit investigation of church activities, 
it held that government investigation must be conducted in good faith and 
‘must adhere scrupulously' to the scope and extent of the investigation. 


Oliver Thomas of the Baptist Joint Committee, which supported the law suit, 
says the case is of critical importance to all churches regardless of their 
views on the issue of providing sanctuary to people who are running away from 
injustices in their countries. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.35 
ASIAN YMCA LEADERS' CONFERENCE THEME HIGHLIGHTS CARE FOR EARTH, COMMUNITIES 


The 13th Asia YMCA Leaders' Conference will be held in Bangkok, Thailand 
(15-22 March) under the theme, 'Caring for the Earth, healing the broken 
communities’. 


The conference which is expected to be attended by about 300 delegates will be 
held at the same time as the Quadrennial Meeting of the Council of the Asian 
Alliance of YMCAs (16 and 20 March), the Asia YMCA Youth Conference (15 and 17 
March) and the Asia YMCA Secretaries Conference (22 March). 


According to a statement from the organizers, the over-all objectives of the 
meeting will be to stimulate old and new leadership and to deepen insights on 
world realities and the role of the YMCA Movement. 


Other aims are to demonstrate and to experience the meaning of the Christian 
message in the Asia/Pacific region, and to plan common regional strategies. 


Apart from discussion of the conference theme, there will also be panel 
presentations, field visits and workshops. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.36 
EGYPT: FOUR CHRISTIAN CONVERTS RELEASED FROM DETENTION 
An Egyptian court ordered the release of four Muslims who converted to 
Christianity. They had been detained for six weeks. The four were accused 
of endangering national unity by ‘actions against a heavenly religion’. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.37 
ROMANIA: STATE LAUNCHES CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS AGAINST TOKéS 


The Romanian parliament says it is launching criminal investigations into the 
activities of Reformed Bishop Laszl6 Tokés. Tékés returned to Romania (5 
December) from hospital in Budapest (Hungary) following a car accident last 
year (EPS 90.08.69). . 


A ruling National Salvation Front statement accused Tokés of insulting the 
Romanian state by encouraging anti-government demonstrations. Tokés is 
reported to have said in press interviews that a change of government could 
only be achieved ‘on the street'. 


Tokés has, however, denied the allegations. In a statement (6 December), he 
said the press interviews which he allegedly gave to some newspapers were 
‘absurd' and contained ‘abusive and distorted remarks' which 'presented me as 
a traitor’. 


He says he has been accused of being an ‘anti-Romanian chauvinist, 
Transylvanian irredentist, CIA spy, an agent of the Hungarian or the former 
Romanian secret service' thereby ‘inciting hatred not only against my person 
but generally against the Hungarian minorities’. 


He says his family felt threatened and gave as an example an incident in which 
‘our next of kin' was stabbed. He also cited an attempt on the life of ‘a 
close colleague of ours' which rendered him unfit to work. 


Tokés says he has been threatened 'steadily and constantly'. He says crosses 
and other objects have been left at his home by unidentified persons and ‘our 
gate has been damaged with iron bars'. 


The statement calls upon democratic countries and forces, the churches, the 
domestic and the international general public 'to defend me and my family as 
well as all endangered Romanian citizens, the Hungarian minority, the Romanian 
democracy' and calls for the promotion of peace and reconciliation of 
nationalities. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.38 
PHILIPPINES: RC BISHOPS SEEK GREATER ROLE IN LOCAL CHURCH DECISIONS 


Philippine Roman Catholic bishops have called on the Vatican to properly 
consult the local church on the appointment of bishops to dioceses there. 


The bishops' call was made during the Congregation for Bishops meeting in Rome 
(22 November-l1 December) in which they proposed that suffragan bishops of 
archdioceses must be consulted about such decisions. 


Bishop Federico Escaler of Ipil who attended the Vatican meeting said on 
several occasions the local bishops felt that they were not sufficiently 
consulted, ‘especially in the area that the bishop was being sent'. 


They also proposed that whenever possible, a bishop being considered for a 
diocese must come from the area or, at least know the local dialect. 


Meanwhile, the Catholic Bishops' Conference has said it will remain 
non-partisan during the 1992 presidential election, but will promote and 
encourage peoples' participation in a free and just poll. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


| EPS 91.01.39 
SRI LANKA: RC BISHOPS CALL FOR A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT TO THE CONFLICT 


The Roman Catholic bishops of Sri Lanka have called upon the government and 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, the main rebel group fighting the 
government, to stop the war and negotiate peace. 


In a Christmas message, the bishops urged the government ‘'to do everything 
possible to resume negotiations with the determined political will to seek and 
find a just solution’. 


Said the bishops: 'In God's name and on behalf of our suffering people, we 
appeal to the government and the LITE to desist from all forms of violence and 
pursue the path of a negotiated settlement’. 


LITE militants allege discrimination by the majority Sinhalese population, and 
are demanding a separate and independent Tamil homeland in northeast Sri 
Lanka. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.40 
CHINA: AUTHORITIES WARN AGAINST MISUSE OF RELIGION 


The Chinese government has warned that ‘it will prevent and crack down on any 
illegal criminal activities in the guise of religion'. 


Vice Premier Wu Xuegian told 64 Chinese government-recognized bishops and 200 
Catholics attending the 40th anniversary of the Chinese Catholic Church 
Anti-imperialism Movement in Beijing that China 'firmly opposes any foreign 
religious bodies and individual intervention in Chinese religious affairs’. 


However, he said the Chinese Communist Party and government would continue to 
implement the religious policy and protect citizens' freedom of religious 
beliefs and normal religious activities. 


Meanwhile, China News and Church Reports says that in the past three years, 
Christianity in China was on the rise and the dominant ideology of Communism 
was on the decline. 


It says despite efforts by the Chinese Communist Party to_ encourage 
individuals to join the party, the number of people actually doing so has 
declined. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.41 
GHANA: STATE LIFTS BAN ON MORMONS, MAINTAINS FREEZE ON JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 


The government of Ghana has lifted a year-long ban on the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mormons) and allowed it to apply for 
re-registration. 


The statement from the Ghana National Commission on Culture, however, says a 
freeze on the activities of Jehovah's Witnesses remains in force. Both groups 
were banned in 1989 for behaviour thought to ‘undermine the sovereignty of 
Ghana' and 'not conducive to public order'. 


All expatriate staff of the Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses were at that time 
ordered out of the country and their meeting places and offices closed. Other 
religious bodies in the country were told to re-register. The government now 
says it is pleased with the Mormons' undertaking to observe the laws of Ghana 
and to respect its ‘cultural dignity'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.42 
NAMIBIA: LUTHERAN SYNOD CALLS FOR UNITY, ADOPTS NEW NAME 


A synod meeting of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Namibia 
(in Windhoek, 9-12 December) resolved that unity is a gift of God and called 
upon its congregations to avoid discrimination, prejudices, tribal and ethnic 
divisions. It also resolved to adopt a new name which ceases to refer to the 
country's old name of South West Africa. 


The ELCRN is one of the three Lutheran Churches in Namibia. The others are 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia and the German Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in South West Africa (name has not changed). They all have separate 
administrations and bishops. 


The synod encouraged its congregations to work toward single administrations, 
joint projects and programmes for all young people of all races and of all 
Horiticalr sitiliativnss 


It resolved that the process of reconciliation 'in our country should be taken 
seriously", and ."instructs",.the congregations to continue to | findwwayesuot 
bringing about 'true reconciliation'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.43 

VATICAN RE-OPENS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH BULGARIA 

The Vatican announced (6 December) that it will re-open diplomatic relations 
with Bulgaria which were broken in 1949. lt’ says tiis’” foliows= Pte 
improvement of the situation, especially religious freedom' there and comes 
after years of ‘persecution of the Roman Catholic Church' during which ‘all 
the, goods “"of” the*“Churchay were’ conriscated’ schools, hospitals, and 
orphanages...' [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.44 
POLAND: ANTI-CHURCH ACTIVITIES ALLEGED 
Polish authorities say they have fresh details of past efforts by the secret 
police to destabilize the Church. Deputy Minister of the Interior Jan Widacki 
said last month that a sustained campaign of sabotage and intimidation 
Supported by the Communist Party was pursued in cooperation with the Soviet 
secret police, the KGB, during the years 1973-89. This included telephone 
threats against church officials and distribution of anti-church leaflets. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.01.45 
SPAIN: CHURCH, STATE CLASH OVER CONDOMS 
A 6.4 million US dollar Spanish government campaign to encourage sexually- 
active youth to use condoms has met opposition from Spanish bishops. A 
ministry of health statement said condoms were promoted as the ‘only method 
effective all round'. But the bishops have denounced it as a ‘grave abuse of 
power and an attack on our moral conscience.' [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.46 

INDIA: CHURCH ASSOCIATION OPPOSES NEW ABORTION PILL 

The Catholic Hospital Association of India has condemned an official move to 
introduce a controversial abortion pill in the country. In a letter to Prime 
Minister Chandra Shekhar, the CHAI criticised government plans to introduce 
the drug, RU-486, which reportedly acts as an effective method of abortion 
within five weeks after fertilization. The CHAI describes the government 
decision as a ‘step too far'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.47 
GERMANY: AMERICAN SOLDIERS REPORTEDLY SEEKING CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTOR STATUS 


A couple working for the Mennonite Central Committee in Krastel, Germany, has 
reported receiving dozens of calls from American soldiers who do not want to 
fight a war in the Middle East. 


The US government announced (10 November) the deployment of extra forces to 
the (Persian) Gulf from its 100 000 land forces in Europe. 


André and Cathy Stoner who provide counsel to US military personnel about 
their rights and possibilities for discharge in Germany, said 15 US soldiers 
and airmen filed applications for discharge as conscientious objectors. 


The Stoners say some 'sSelective objectors’ are planning to refuse orders to 
deploy and are prepared to face jail, while others say they are not prepared 
to fight and die for oil. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.48 
SOVIET UNION: ROC DEPLORES CONTINUING DIFFERENCES WITH EASTERN-RITE CATHOLICS 
The Russian Orthodox Church still continues to encounter difficulties in its 
relations with the Eastern-rite Catholics. In a Christmas message, Alexy II 
says because of ‘our sins', the church still experiences difficulties in parts 
of the Ukraine. He called upon its members to work toward restoring peace and 
unity of the Church. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.49 
NIGERIA: LUTHERAN MORAL DECENCY CAMPAIGN PINPOINTS POLITICS, DRUGS, SEX 
The Lutheran Church of Nigeria (LCN) is running a campaign of moral decency 
and AIDS, which is exposing the evils of bribery, political corruption, drug 
abuse and sexual immorality. Posters warning against AIDS and ‘'old political 


vices' have been produced. Some of the vices are listed as empty promises, 
terrorism, tribalism, buying and selling of votes, thuggery, and election 
rigging. LCN President Nelson Unwene says Nigeria is facing ‘moral 


bankruptcy' with the growth of pre-marital and extra-marital sexual activity. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.01.50 
ETHIOPIA: CHURCHES SUFFER THE DESTRUCTION OF WAR 
An Ethiopian Orthodox Church official says churches in Ethiopia have suffered 
greatly from the ongoing civil war. He says in 1989, 83 churches were burned 
down and 30 clergy lost their lives. He says the EOC alone lost many valuable 
relics. Three of its orphanages were forced to relocate, causing thousands of 
children to suffer. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.51 
AUSTRALIA: UNITING CHURCH SUPPORTS RECONCILIATION COUNCIL WITH ABORIGINES 
A Government proposal to set up a Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation with 
non-Aboriginals has received the support of the Uniting Church in Australia 
(UCA). President Ronald Wilson says the national Assembly of the Uniting 
Church has already called on its members to engage in reconciliation between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. He says the churches ‘have much to 
contribute to the reconciling process', but cautions that the process should 
include 'an honest recognition of the brutality of much of Aboriginal/ 
non-Aboriginal relations in Australia's history.'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.01.52 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Texts on Lithuania 


[The first message was sent (14 January) to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev 
by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches. The 
second was sent the same day by Castro and General Secretary Jean Fischer of 
the Conference of European Churches to WCC and CEC members in the Soviet 
Union. ] 


... We view with profound disquiet the measures taken by your government over 
the past few days in Lithuania, resulting in several tragic deaths and many 
injuries. 


At a time when you are seeking a new order in the Soviet Union, respecting the 
dignity and legitimate aspirations of the many diverse republics, we must 
protest strongly at the deployment of troops and military action in Lithuania. 


The demonstrations of the people of Lithuania under their elected leaders have 
been peaceful; it is possible to engage in meaningful dialogue concerning 
future relationships between Lithuania and the central government. 


At this critical period of change in the life of your nation, we would urge 
your government to desist from military action and patiently to explore 
peaceful means of dealing with the nationality issues. 


The use of force can only aggravate the many situations of discord and 
conflict *that-exist in the Soviet Union, “particularly in’ the Baltic#® States, 
and hinder the processes of reform and democratization which you yourself 
courageously initiated. 


We pray that wisdom and right judgment might prevail in this critical 
situation. 


... At this time of deep crisis in Lithuania, we write to express our sorrow 
and distress at the deaths and injuries which have occurred as a direct result 
of military action by the Soviet government. 


We wish to convey our pastoral concern and our prayers for all those who mourn 
and suffer following the violent events in Vilnius. 


We pray earnestly that the use of force in Lithuania by the government of the 
Soviet Union will be abandoned in favour of dialogue and negotiation. 


True peace with justice for peoples with legitimate aspirations can never be 
achieved by forceful methods; as the Final Document of the European Ecumenical 
Assembly, Peace with Justice (Basel, May 1989), states: 


‘We strongly affirm the importance of non-violent, political means as the 
appropriate way of seeking to bring about change in Europe. There are no 
situations in our countries or on our continent in which violence is 
required or justified.' 


In order to affirm this principle, and to express our profound disquiet at the 
action taken by the Soviet government, the World Council of Churches has today 
sent a telegram of protest to President Gorbachev .... We continue to pray 
that just and peaceful solutions may be sought and found for the many problems 
facing your people. [EPS] 
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. EPS 91.01.53 
ECUTEXT: WCC Statement to the United Nations on the (Persian) Gulf 


[The following message was sent by Emilio Castro, Secretary General of the 
World Council of Churches to Javier Pérez de Cuellar, General Secretary of the 
United Nations (7 January).] 


As the deadline set by the Security Council for Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait 
fast approaches, the World Council of Churches urges you to intensify efforts 
for a negotiated settlement of the Gulf crisis. 


There is mounting anxiety around the world and increasing fear in the region 
as the date 15 January 1991 approaches. We note that member states have been 
authorized to use ‘all necessary means' after that date. 


If a war takes place it will have catastrophic consequences. Rather than 
solving problems it may create new ones and make the existing ones even more 
intractable. On the other hand, a negotiated solution to the Gulf crisis can 
pave the way for solutions of other outstanding problems in the region. 


Never before has the Security Council exercised such power and responsibility 
to maintain international peace and security in pursuance of the purposes of 
the United Nations. 


We believe that the Secretary-General has a unique role to play at this time 
to facilitate an effective negotiating process, and should be encouraged to 
use his good offices and to take new diplomatic initiatives to bring the main 
actors of this drama to a dialogical attitude. [EPS] 


EPS 91.01.54 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Message on Iraqi-US talks in Geneva 


[The following text was issued by General Secretaries Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches, Jean Fischer of the Conference of European 
Churches, Milan Opocensky of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and 
Gunnar Staalsett of the Lutheran World Federation (8 January) on the eve of 
talks between James Baker, US Secretary of State and Tariq Aziz, Iraqi 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. ] 


As general secretaries of four international church organizations based in the 
Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, we address you with urgency on the eve of your 
historic meeting. We want to assure you that the hopes and prayers of our 
member churches throughout the world accompany and support you in your 
deliberations. 


The countries you represent bear the awesome burden of this moment in 
hestory. What you decide might well determine whether thousands, perhaps 
tens of thousands, of people will live or die. 


It is our’ unanimous conviction that any perceived gains which a military 
conflict might achieve in the short term can in no way justify the immense 
human suffering, destruction and long-term destabilization which would result. 


It is with the greatest of urgency that we appeal to you to enter this meeting 
with flexibility and with an openness to new proposals. 


We join with all people of goodwill in calling upon you to: respond to world 
opinion by acting with courage to move back from the precipice of war. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.55 
ECUTEXT: Joint Statement on the Crisis in Africa 


[This statement was issued 4 January by members of the Geneva-—based 
Licross/Volagas Steering Committee for Disasters on the food crisis in Africa.] 


We must draw world attention to the extreme urgency of preventing serious 
famine in many areas of Africa which is likely to affect 20 million people. 
Ethiopia, Sudan, Liberia, Angola, and Mozambique face particularly grave food 
shortages. Serious drought has caused another year of crop failure in many 
areas, while civil conflict has forced people to move from their homes, and 
diverted vital national resources. 


The member agencies of the Licross/Volags Steering Committee for Disasters 
were all heavily involved in responding to the earlier famine situation and in 


the subsequent reconstruction projects. Now the combination of failed rains 
and unabated civil strife threatens to repeat the tragedy of the 
mid-eighties. We are issuing this appeal because if help does not come 


quickly, Africa will face a famine as bad as or worse than that of 1984-85. 
We have seen recently a generous reaction to food problems in Eastern 
Europe. Nonetheless, humanitarian priorities compel us to underline the vast 
life-threatening crisis now facing Africa. 


In Ethiopia, recent crop assessment missions report that widespread drought 
and the unabated civil strife in Eritrea and Tigray have had disastrous 


effects. About 2.5 million people are now at increasing risk of death from 
hunger and thirst. In Eritrea crops have failed almost completely and there 
iswascritical lack of drinking ‘water: In neighbouring Tigray, around half 


the 4.5 million population will need food assistance until the next harvest in 
November 1991. 


In Sudan, several million people will face hunger during the next twelve 
months, following the failure of the autumn rains. The harvest has failed 
for two years running and the civil war continues. Food problems have 
worsened because last year's remaining stocks have been largely used up. 


In Liberia, the civil war has caused over 700 000 people to flee across the 
border into Sierra Leone, Guinea and the Cote d'Ivoire and up to a million 
more have been displaced within the country. In the capital, Monrovia, there 
are severe shortages of food and water, and the basic public services have 
broken down. 


In Angola, an estimated 1.9 million people are facing starvation due to a 
combination of war and a long drought. Erratic rainfall for four consecutive 
years in the central and southern provinces has caused severe food loss. The 
long civil war and resulting lack of development in transport systems, 
communications and health services have made it very difficult to reach the 
worst affected areas. 


In Mozambique, millions of people continue to suffer as a result of the 
war. More than 2 million of the country's 15 million people are now 
displaced within Mozambique, and a further one million have become refugees in 
surrounding countries. 


Help is needed urgently. We appeal to governments, United Nations agencies, 
non-governmental organizations and the public to help provide emergency food 
aid for these five countries and other areas of Africa before there is a 
repetition of the mass starvation of the mid-1980s. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.01.56 
ECUVIEW: Beyond the Gulf Crisis to Peace (Ghassan Rubeiz) 


[Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East in the Commission on Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. This is an 
edited version of a presentation he made at a consultation on the (Persian) 
Gulf crisis organized by the Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland. ] 


Futility of the War Solution: ... The United States and those of its allies 
who claim that war is legal refer to ‘article 51' of the UN Charter. One 
part of this article refers to the justifiability of the use of force in the 
name of self defence. The other part qualifies the use of force on the 
condition of having exhausted peaceful measures to resolve the crisis. Those 
who argue for war are now emphasising the first part of the article, while 
their opponents emphasise the second part. The needs and fears of each party 
dictate the interpretation of the UN. 


Proponents of the ‘war now' solution also argue that it is possible to limit 
War against Iraq by a swift military strike which would minimise human 
casualties and end in a quick withdrawal from Kuwait with automatic 
restoration of the Kuwaiti government. The success of this surgical war 
strike is looking increasingly naive given the readiness of the Iraqi forces. 


The political consequences of a Gulf war are uncertain: who will replace 
Saddam Hussein, how easy will it be to restore the Kuwaiti regime intact, how 
will the Arab masses behave in the wake of a humiliating defeat of a segment 
of the Arab world, how will Israel, Iran and a new Iraq stand in the 
consequent balance of power, how will the relationship of the West with the 
Gulf regimes be preserved, given a new political reality? eats 


The Western nations' previous military interventions in the region, in 
hindsight, often seem counter-productive, costly in diplomatic relations, 
suspicious in motives and painful in human consequences. The multinational 
intervention in the Lebanese-Palestinian-Israeli débacle after the 1982 
invasion of Lebanon is the case in point. 


Give Peace a Chance. If we look beyond the Gulf Crisis itself and towards 
a peaceful solution for it, we can imagine the crucial need for more respect 
for the human rights situation in the Middle East. In the aftermath of a 
peaceful solution for the Gulf, every Middle Eastern regime will be under 
pressure to improve the rights of the people in this region. 


The United Nations is being tested by the Gulf Crisis. It has already become 
an important mechanism for solving conflicts as a result of the consensus 
developing around the world for a peaceful solution for the Gulf Crisis. 
Such a solution would further enhance the UN as a centre for decision-making 
in a world where destinies are becoming increasingly interwoven. 


The UN sanctions are being tested in the Gulf. Their effects must be allowed 
to unfold with time, careful orchestration of international diplomacy and with 
creative gesturing for peace and justice for Kuwait and the rest of the Middle 
East. A war would abort the sanctions experiment. ... 


The Connections. The connections between the Gulf Crisis and the rest of 
the Middle East conflicts have become obvious. In what sense is the Gulf 
Crisis connected with the Palestinian question? The fairness of this 


connection has been a subject of bitter debate. [over] 


beyond/2 


The parallel of Baghdad's occupation of Kuwait with Israel's occupation of 
Palestinian territory has become a concern in the mind of almost every Arab. 


eee 


Regardless of the degree of similarity between the Israeli and Iraqi 
aggressions, the fact remains that the United Nations resolutions have been 
the reference point for solving both of these regional conflicts. The US and 
the British governments' implementation of the UN resolution concerning 
Palestine does not measure up to their efforts for a solution to the Gulf 
Crisis, either in terms of pressure or in terms of their inclination towards 
the use of force before the rest of the international community. 


As the Gulf Crisis and the Palestinian question become increasingly related, 
both on mental and spiritual grounds, not to mention legal ones, does it not 
make sense to use this connection positively? Could the resolution of the 
Gulf Crisis not include some elements already addressing the political 
realities of the region after a crisis? ... 


The war propaganda of the Gulf Crisis has tried to blame the problem on 
Saddam's character. This argument states that once Saddam is removed by 
force, and the sooner the better, the Gulf Crisis would be resolved. Over 
the past fifty years, our region has had a major war every decade. The 
resolution of the conflict of any region should address root causes of the 
problems: colonialism, poverty, ignorance, despotism, fanaticism and 
occupation. The demon is not owned by any single country. It moves around 
freely in the Middle East. 


Why are the oil interests of the West so well hidden in the pretext of defence 
of justice? Would the West be so willing to go to war so heartily and 
massively if Kuwait had been in Africa or the Far East, for example? avale 


The Churches: The churches of the Middle East, where I come from, caution 
against a military solution of the conflict. 


They are sympathetic to the Kuwaiti people and their great suffering. They 
are also praying for the Iraqi people who are in a situation of tremendous 
burden and responsibility. 


They support the United Nations' efforts. 


They remind the West that the sentiments of the people should not be 
overlooked. 


The churches of the region are part and parcel of their societies and it pains 
them to see the region split and divided, both militarily and morally. 


The churches do not measure human catastrophes through statistics. Every 
drop of blood is serious. Every man and woman should be saved. 


The idea of a just war in the region does not look convincing to our 
churches. They have seen enough abuse of humanity in the name of military 
causes. 


The churches of our region are very concerned about preserving interreligious 
harmony. The Christians have been active as bridge-makers among communities 
and between the East and the West. The Gulf war would be against their 
witness. [EPS] . 
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ECUVIEW: Five Issues for Christians in a Pluralist World (Tarek Mitri) 


[Mitri, a sociologist, is soon to begin work at the World Council of Churches 
as as secretary for Christian-Muslim dialogue in the World Council of 
Churches. Edited for EPS publication, this article appeared earlier in the in 
Life and Peace Review, published by the Life and Peace Institute, Uppsala.] 


i, Hermeneutics. Much has been said about use and misuse of the Bible 
and other religious texts. The temptation of biblical literalism is great in 
the Middle East, not only because of what has been brought to us by nineteenth 
century revivalists from the United States, but because of centuries of 
symbiosis with the Muslim world in which the relationship to the religious 
text also tends toward literalism. 


My view is that there is always a hermeneutical key through which we 
understand a religious text. You find this key in your social and political 
practice. With respect to the Bible, Christians have often used an 
historical key, but there are others that might fit the lock better. 


For example, God made a Covenant with the people of Israel, and later on with 
the church. When seen in the context of a monolinear historical trend, with 
the church identifying itself as the new people of God, we do not know where 
to situate anybody who is outside the first or second covenant. But if your 
hermeneutical key is not monolinear historicism but simply seeking to express 
the love of God to humankind, seeking justice as an expression of the love of 
God, you will read the Bible in a different manner. 


Fe Inculturation. In the Middle East, Christians speak either the 
language of the seven Ecumenical Councils, the language of Hellenized 
Christianity or the language of the missionaries that proselytized them, 
whether Protestants in the nineteenth century, or in the case of the 


Catholics, Catholic missionaries in earlier times. For fourteen centuries 
Islam has shaped our culture. Hellenic and European theological categories 
do not speak to our culture. Inculturation is an attempt to make the 


Christian message speak from within the culture of our people. 


he Religion and Politics. Many people claim that in Christianity there 
is a clear distinction between religion and politics, between the religious 
and political realms. Christians quote the verse on Caesar and God: 'Render 
to Caesar the things that are Caesar's ...' (Luke 20:25 RSV) In Islam, 
religion and politics are fused. The two conceptions cannot be reconciled. 
If you scrutinize the problem more carefully, you realize that both Christians 
and Muslims have a problem with the ‘and' - religion and politics. Both 
admit that you cannot completely separate the realm of politics from that of 
religion, but have diverse opinions on how to establish a relationship. 


A second question on religion and politics that needs to be addressed concerns 
the function of religious discourse -—- whether it is a function of legitimation 
or a function of critique of politics. In Islam, this has been an issue more 
than many realize. 


The third question concerns the politicization of religion. The religious 
message has political implications which has legitimate consequences which we 
can call politicization. In contrast there is what a French social scientist 
calls 'politification', an artificial, exaggerated process by which religious 
symbols are used for the purpose of political competition or struggle. The 
delineation between the two is not always clear. [over] 
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4. Being a Minority. The fourth issue has to do with being a minority, 
in our case a Christian minority that has no chance of becoming a majority in 
the foreseeable future because, well, the ways of God are strange. Being a 
minority conditions the Christians in the Middle East both psychologically and 
theologically. Theology becomes geared towards self-preservation rather than 
witness. Self-preservation takes different forms. It can take the form of 
self-isolation, that is, you look at the church as a spiritual homeland. Or 
perhaps you develop an attitude of excessive defensiveness that could 
sometimes be separatist. 


There are other Christians who try to break the yoke of their minority 
situation by disassociating themselves from their communities and seeking 
their own ways of personal salvation and personal success. This has 
tremendous theological implications. 


There are others who speak about the ‘humble presence of the Christians', a 
minority who serve all, a sign of love for all, the church being a sign of 
love for all humanity. But those who speak in these terms are often 
misunderstood and criticized for having a ‘martyr attitude'. 


53 Religious Pluralism. That brings me to the last point, which is the 
Significance of religious pluralism. There are those who are tempted to 
think that religious pluralism is a hard fact of history which at least has 
the positive aspect of challenging us to do more missionary work. 


In my view, the challenge before us is to discover what the place of religious 
pluralism is in God's economy. Is religious pluralism a product of history 
that has happened in spite of God or does God want it and accept it? If the 
latter is the case, God has his ways of relating to people from different 
nations, cultures and the religious experiences of humanity are ways by which 
people see God and are ways by which people also encounter God. 


Now, people who are in a minority situation, and who tend to think of 
themselves as politically marginalized (indeed, this is sometimes true) try to 
make up for this real or imagined political inferiority by stressing their 
religious superiority and .therefore emphasizing an exclusivist claim for 
truth, over and against other religions. 


I am touching on a very difficult question and our churches have only recently 
Started to wrestle with it. You may be surprised that for 1300 years we have 
co-existed with Islam. During that time we have been preoccupied with 
defending our faith against accusation of polytheism and allegations of 
idolatry. It is time to think afresh the significance of being a small flock 
in the religiously pluralist world. This is tied up with the question of the 
neighbour. 


Many Christians think of the neighbour as the poor person whom we _ should 


serve. But it so happens that in our part of the world - also in Asia and in 
many parts of Africa — the poor are people of other religions. Therefore the 
neighbour is not only a social category but also a religious category. 1B 


your neighbour is from a different religion, then you must be on his or her 
side not only as a poor person, but also as a Muslim, a Hindu or whatever. 
You have to respect the religious component of your neighbour's otherness. 
[EPS] 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 91.02.57 is the 57th item 
appearing in February 1991. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription 
rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 
79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 
Indian. EPS appears about three times a month. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
situation report (# 1, 14 January) on social emergency in Peru 
situation report (# 9, 20 December) on refugees/floods in Malawi 


Available from Church of the Brethren General Board, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, 
IL, USA 60120-1894, A Declaration on Peace: In God's People the World's 
Renewal Has Begun, prepared by the Historic Peace Churches/Fellowship of 
Reconciliation Consultative Committee. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Who Will Roll 
the Stone Away? The Ecumenical Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with 
Women (#47 in the Risk book series), by Mercy Oduyoye, 7.90 Swiss, 3.25 UK, 
or 5.95 US. +++ A study document, Church and World: The Unity of the 
Church and the Renewal of Human Community, is available from WCC/F&0, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


And Your Neighbour as Yourself: Seven Studies Exploring What It Means To Be 
the Local Church in Action is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2. Besides WCC/CICARWS, the Conference of European Churches, Irish 
Couincil of Churches, and United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
were also involved in producing and/or publishing the study booklet. +++ 

Available from WCC/PCR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: The WCC Seventh Assembly 
issue of the PCR newsletter (Link), and a special issue in the PCR 
Information series, on Women UNder Racism: A Decade of Visible Action. 


In EPS 91.01.27, add the agency Oxfam to the list in paragraph 2, line 8. 
HKAKKKHIKHKKIKK IKK IKEA KEKKIKKKKREREREKRREKEREKEEEKIK 
EPS at the WCC Seventh Assembly 


EPS is to be posted from Geneva six times during the assembly (7,12,14,18,20, 
22 February). 


Daily EPS coverage is also being provided to those who requested it, by fax, 
e-mail, or telex. 


EPS address till 22 February: WCC Seventh Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra 
ACT 2601, Australia. 


EPS phone numbers: 61-6/257.6746 (6-20 February) or 61-6/249.5426 (2-5 & 
21-22 February) 


EPS fax numbers: 61-6/257.6797 (6-20 February) or 61-6/249.5427 (2-5 & 
21-22 February) 


EPS telex number (6-20 Feburary): 10723354. 
EPS is also contactable in Canberra by e-mail (details to come). 
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(This issue has been edited by Ken Mubu, EPS editor designate.) 
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GULF WAR PROMPTS ECUMENICAL REACTION 


Following air raids on Iraqi positions in Iraq and Kuwait by US and allied 
forces (which began early in the morning local time, 17 January), several 
church appeals were made calling for an immediate stop to the war. 


General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches referred to 
‘a sad moment in history. A war of ominous dimensions and unpredictable 
consequences has begun in the Gulf. It is a war that will cause unimaginable 
human suffering.' 


He said the WCC deplores the US government decision to ‘initiate hostilities' 
and regrets that the United Nations failed to find a peaceful solution to the 
crisis. He also expressed regret that the Iraqi government did not respond to 
international appeals. 


The WCC statement appeals for an immediate ceasefire and cessation of 
hostilities. It calls upon all parties to initiate negotiations to seek a 
just, equitable and peaceful solution. It urges the UN Security Council to 
regain its primary responsibility 'for the maintenance of international peace 
and security'. 


The statement also calls for all nations involved not to use any weapons of 
mass destruction, especially chemical, biological, or nuclear. It urges all 
parties to abide strictly by international humanitarian law (sometimes 
referred to as the 'Geneva Convention') in times of armed conflict. 


Castro also urged WCC member churches to pray and to join in prayers with 
people of other faiths for a speedy end to the war, to express pastoral 
concern to all those at risk and to all who make decisions which affect the 
course of war, and to seek to provide humanitarian assistance to displaced 
persons, refugees and other victims. 


The Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, in a statement, called on Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to declare an immediate ceasefire and begin 
negotiations under UN auspices. Signed by LWF General Secretary Gunnar 
Staalsett, the statement appeals ‘for the sake of the lives of civilians and 
military personnel, the limiting of destruction and the achieving of a just 
peace in the region'. 


United Church of Canada Moderator Walter Farquharson deplored the bombing of 
Baghdad and the 'claim that it was a _ success. It is, in fact, a tragic 
failure, even as the invasion of Kuwait by the Iraqi forces was a failure.' 


'We refuse', he continued, ‘to let our leaders divide us into a world of 
enemies and allies. We believe all people are one in God. When Iraqis and 
Kuwaitis bleed, we all bleed.' 


He rejected 'the claim by our leaders' that there were no alternatives, adding 
"we remain committed to the principles of a just world order and to the United 
Nations, but in light of modern warfare and the technological changes in 
weaponry, we are convinced that ultimately world order is only effectively 
pursued by non-military means.' 


The Australian Council of Churches expressed deep regret at the US decision to 
initiate hostilities against Iraq, and said many Australian church people 
think the use of force is premature. [over] 
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It urged all Australians to pray for people caught up in the fighting - those 
who will die, those who will kill, those whose sufferings will be great - and 
to pray for an immediate end to the bloodshed. The statement was signed by 
ACC General Secretary David Gill. 


In the United States, National Council of Churches President Leonid Kishkovsky 
and General Secretary James Hamilton. said ‘Operation Desert Storm may be a 
success for advanced military technology, but the resort to war reflects a 
failure for the human spirit'. The two leaders said since the crisis started 
‘we have urged a non-military solution. Our churches call for, and will work 
for, a speedy and negotiated conclusion to the conflict.' 


They noted that in times of war, the task of the church is a pastoral one. 
They pledged to ‘bring solace to those in our own nation who have felt the 
effects of this conflict: members of the military and their families, as well 
as those who have faced agonizing decisions over whether they could, in all 
conscience, participate in the war'. 


World Methodist Council General Secretary Joe Hale said that when he heard the 
war had commenced, his ‘heart went out to the people in Iraq who in those 
hours felt the brunt of the air attacks, innocent people caught up in a 
conflict they neither started nor desired, who were indiscriminately maimed 
and killed.' He noted that ‘the most decisive and swift military victory 
imaginable' will neither address nor resolve the problems that will remain in 
the Gulf and in the Middle East, and urged a peaceful resolution to ‘these 
deeply felt grievances'. 


In Geneva, a group of 18 non-governmental organizations, including some 
Christian bodies, issued a statement expressing ‘horror' at the air raids on 
Iraq and Kuwait. They said that as organizations with world-wide 
constituencies, ‘we have consistently supported the repeated call of the UN 
Security Council for Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait, and we have appealed for 
negotiations to settle the Gulf conflict peacefully'. 


"However', the statement continues, 'we have been very concerned about the 
failure of diplomatic initiatives and the widespread refusal of negotiations, 
about the inadequate time allowed for sanctions, which are in full accord with 
international law, to take effect, and about the lack of resources to 
international juridical arbitrations. 


The Protestant Federation of France (FPF) issued a statement calling for a 
stop to the war. Signed by FPF president Jacques Stewart, the message says 
‘it is still possible for the use of arms to give way to negotiations’. 


A four-person Iraqi church delegation visited the World Council of Churches 
(21 January) and met with Castro, urging church efforts to bring peace. The 
group was led by Patriarch Raphael I Bidawid, head of the Chaldean Catholic 
Church, which is in communion with the pope. (Chaldean Catholics make up the 
largest group among the Christian minority in Iraq.) The team said the war 
should not have started, and dialogue should have been given more time. 


In a joint communiqué, the Canadian and Middle East Councils of Churches 
expressed ‘alarm' at the tragic dimensions of the war and called for an 
immediate cessation of hostilities. They said: 'Our two councils appeal to 
the churches of Canada to join in the confident and persisitent struggle for 
peace and to pray that hatred be replaced by love, selfishness by sharing, and 
war by peace.' [EPS] 
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USA: LUTHERAN, ANGLICAN REPS PROPOSE FULL COMMUNION CONCORDAT 


A decade after their denominations declared a mutual relationship of ‘interim 
sharing of the eucharist', representatives of the US-based Episcopal Church 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America have proposed a ‘concordat of 
agreement' to initiate Episcopal-ELCA ‘full communion'. Each would remain 
‘autonomous', but become ‘interdependent in doctrine, mission, and ministry'. 


The proposed concordat and a report from the third series of Lutheran- 
Episcopal Dialogue (LED-III) were released in New York by the Anglican and 
Lutheran national bishops - Edmond Browning and Herbert Chilstrom respectively 
— at the start (18 January) of the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 


Before the concordat could take effect, approval would have to come from the 
Episcopal General Convention and the ELCA Churchwide Assembly. Votes by those 
bodies are unlikely before 1994 and 1995 respectively. Chilstrom said the 
concordat will need ‘a great deal of explanation in our church'; Browning 
spoke of a ‘massive effort' necessary to secure approval. 


LED-III participants began meeting in December 1983. Their 14th and final 
session was in early January. They were charged in 1982 by the governing 
bodies of the two denominations to take up ‘outstanding questions that must be 
resolved before . full communion ... can be established’. Such questions 
included ‘implications of the gospel’ (traditionally a special Lutheran 
concern, and about which LED-III issued a report in 1988) and the ‘historic 
episcopate, and ordering of ministry ... in the total context of apostolicity' 
(traditionally a special Anglican concern). 


Most LED-III participants say their dialogue and recent ecumenical insights 
have made it possible for the two traditions to move beyond their ‘historic 
impasse' by creating together an ordained ministry which is ‘common, and 
therefore fully interchangeable’. 


In general, Anglicans have insisted that a reunited church include the 
"historic episcopate', that is, bishops who became bishops at the hands of 
other bishops, in a succession going back to the early centuries of the 
church. Lutherans, on the other hand, have generally insisted that the 
historic episcopate cannot be required, while accepting that such an 
episcopate is a permissible option. 


Anglicans consider all their bishops to be within the historic episcopate. 
Some Lutheran bishops are included within it, others not. And, in some cases, 
Lutherans use titles other than bishop for the ministers who exercise 
bishop-like functions. 


Three of the eight ELCA members of LED-III - seminary professors Robert Goeser 
and Paul Berge, and parish pastor Edward Schneider (who chairs the ELCA 
Standing Committee on Ecumenical Affairs) - voted against the report and 
proposed concordat. In a joint dissent, Goeser and Berge say LED-III has made 
the historic episcopate a 'matter of necessity' for church unity, and thus 
gone unacceptably beyond what Lutheranism sees as 'the sole and sufficient' 
basis for church unity, that is, ‘the Word of God rightly preached, and 
rightly administered in the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper'. 
Also, they express fear the concordat could 'needlessly jeopardize a treasured 
friendship’ and ‘endanger the collaboration in the gospel and table fellowship 
we now enjoy', and possibly ‘provoke controversy and division among the 
congregations and ministers of the ELCA'. [over] 
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The Berge-Goeser statement prompted a reply signed by the other five ELCA 
members - Paul Erickson and Cyril Wismar, both retired bishops; Wayne 
Weissenbuehler, bishop of one of the 65 ELCA synods; Walter Bouman, a 
seminary professor; and William Rusch, executive director of the ELCA Office 
for Ecumenical Affairs. They say the dissenters misinterpret both the report 
and concordat, and what Lutheranism allows or requires. They suggest the two 
have turned their back on previous. Lutheran and Anglican agreements and 
Statements, some of which the two were involved in formulating, in the United 
States and elsewhere. They 'pray that ... controversy and division ... not be 
incited’ by those ‘determined in advance to resist full communion between our 
churches, and to oppose full collegiality among our bishops’. 


If the concordat is approved, at each ordination of an Episcopal bishop, at 
least three ELCA bishops would be invited to join in the laying-on-of-hands 
which is a central part of the rite, and vice-versa. Eventually, there would 
be ‘one ordained ministry', seen as affirming that ‘the historic catholic 
episcopate' can be ‘locally adapted and reformed in the service of the gospel’. 


The Episcopal Church declares in the concordat that it ‘hereby recognizes now 
the full authenticity' of ‘presently existing' ELCA ordained ministries. It 
further agrees to an ‘unprecedented step' - to ‘begin the process' to change 
its rules so as to allow the ‘full interchangeability and reciprocity' of all 
ELCA pastors and deacons in the Episcopal Church ‘without any further 
ordination or re-ordination or supplemental ordination whatsoever'. 


On the ELCA side, the concordat includes agreement that, though the tenure of 
ELCA bishops may continue to be limited by terms of a certain number of years, 
they will be ordained for ‘life service of the gospel in the pastoral ministry 
of the historic episcopate'. Also, ‘only bishops shall ordain all [ELCA] 
clergy'. (Currently, an ELCA bishop may designate a pastor to act in his or 
her stead.) Moreover, ELCA ‘recognizes now the full authenticity’ of 
Episcopal ordained ministries, and pledges to ‘begin the process' to change 
its rules to permit the 'full interchangeability and reciprocity' of Episcopal 
bishops, priests, and deacons ‘without any supplemental oath or subscription' 
(to 16th-century Lutheran doctrinal texts, as it currently requires). 


Other concordat sections foresee joint study and reform of the diaconate, and 
establishment of a ‘joint ecumenical/doctrinal/liturgical commission’. (Among 
other things, it would foster joint mission planning, consultation, and common 
decision-making. ) Current relationships of full communion involving each 
denomination would not automatically be extended to the other. 


The report says that on the ‘authority of the gospel' the two can 'take the 
responsible risks through which we will be given full communion with each 
other. We will be able to live with reasonable anomalies and ambiguities for 
some short time, as we await the consummation or complete realization of the 
gift of full communion.' Browning called the plan ‘a historic moment for both 
of our churches'. Chilstrom said ‘we're looking forward to deeper 
relationships not only with Episcopalians, but with others as well'. Rusch 
described it as ‘an ecumenical breakthrough ... without parallel’. 


Episcopal members of LED-III are diocesan bishops Mark Dyer and Richard Grein; 
retired bishop William Weinhauer; and seminary professors L. William 
Countryman, William Petersen, and John Rodgers. Three other LED-III. members 
come from another. Lutheran church body, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
They abstained on the report and proposed concordat. LCMS has accepted 
neither interim sharing of the eucharist with Episcopalians, nor LCMS-ELCA 
pulpit-—and-altar fellowship. [EPS] 
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SOVIET ACTIONS IN BALTICS PROMPT ECUMENICAL REACTION 


Following the deployment of troops by the Soviet government in Lithuania, 
Latvia, and Estonia last month, and subsequent killings of civilians by the 
Soviet army in Lithuania, several church appeals for their withdrawal and for 
a restoration of peace there were issued. (The republics became part of the 
Soviet Union during World War II. Their current leaders favour independence. ) 


Four Geneva-based international bodies joined in expressing grave concern. A 
Statement signed by the general secretaries of the World Council of Churches, 
Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Conference 
of European Churches expressed ‘deep disappointment and outrage' on behalf of 
their members around the world, including those in the Soviet Union, which 
account for most of the Christians there. They appealed to the Soviet 
government to instruct its armed forces not to use force ‘in imposing its 
political will on the people’. 


The statement called for peaceful negotiations between the Soviet authorities 
and Baltic leaders. 'News of this hostile intervention', it said, 'has been 
met with shock, deep disappointment and outrage among our member churches in 
Europe and throughout the world'. It called upon member churches to continue 
to offer prayers for peace. It was signed by Emilio Castro (WCC), Jean 
Fischer (CEC), Milan Opocensky (WARC), and Gunnar Staalsett (LWF). 


The Coordinating Committee of the Christian Peace Conference sent a letter to 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Alexy, calling on him to 'use your moral 
and spiritual authority' to help end the violence in the Baltic region. It 
described the use of military force in the Baltic states as_ morally 
unacceptable and politically counterproductive. It noted that as a basic 
principle of the UN Declaration of Human Rights, all nations have a right to 
self-determination, and called for restraint and moderation on all sides. It 
appealed for the church to 'bear witness' for peace, oppose the use of force, 
and play a creative role in finding solutions which are both just and stable. 


Alexy himself expressed dismay at the use of military force against civilians 
in Lithuania. He said both sides made mistakes leading to ‘today's sorrow'. 

He appealed to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to analyse ‘as quickly as 
possible' the causes of the violence. 


In Latvia, Lutheran Archbishop Karlis Gailitis issued a statement warning 
against Soviet army and Communist Party violence and inhuman methods used 
against Latvians. 


The European Baptist Federation appealed to Gorbachev to be patient, and 
‘pursue a policy of peaceful negotiation, however difficult this may be'. It 
expressed ‘great concern' at the use of military force against an unarmed 
people and considered it a ‘backward step in the path of democratisation which 
you have been so courageously following’. In a message to Baptist leaders in 
Estonia and Latvia, EBF offered reassurance of ‘our love and prayers in these 
difficult days' and expressed hope that 'freedom and peace will return'. 


Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Bertil Werkstrom urged Gorbachev to ‘leave the 
path of violence,' and halt the use of military force in the Baltic states. 
Urging respect for ‘democracy, freedom and independence’, he added that 'the 
road you choose will be of significant importance for the future .... The 
cause of the Baltic peoples is also ours.' Prayers for peace in the Baltic 
republics were part of Swedish Lutheran Sunday liturgies (13 January). [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL COUNCIL REPORT ON REFUGEES SAYS 1990 WAS A TURBULENT YEAR 


A report of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of 
the World Council of Churches says 1990 was a turbulent year for both refugees 
and for the churches which support them. 


It says there were more refugees at the end of the year than at its beginning, 
and attributes this particularly to the changes in Eastern and Central Europe, 
and the (Persian) Gulf. 


In Latin America, Africa, Asia and the Middle East, the report says refugees 
continued to leave their homes and prospects for large-scale repatriation 
remained only distant hopes by year's end. 


The report says more than any other year, 1990 was characterised by political 
and economic changes which were reflected in the movement of people and the 
migration, in turn, affected political and economic developments. 


It says following changes in Eastern Europe, new governments there do not have 
much time to produce concrete economic benefits to satisfy peoples' high 
expectations. 


In the Soviet Union, it says the changes there raise concern about potential 
mass movements. It says during the year, 400 000 people left the USSR, 98 
percent of whom were from minorities with Western ties such as Jews, 
Armenians, ethnic Germans, Pentecostals and other Christians. Most of them 
went to Germany, Israel, the United States and Canada. 


In Latin America there were growing fears that the escalating violence in 
Peru, and to a lesser extent in Colombia, could result in new refugee flows. 
In both countries, the report says, displaced people remained within their 
countries. 


In Central America, the report says the situation there has reached a 
Stalemate. The civil war in El Salvador continued and the elections in 
Guatemala did not stop death squad activities. In Nicaragua, the election of 
a democratic government did not bring political conflicts to an end. 


In North America the Canadian government passed legislation allowing for a 
higher acceptance rate for asylum-seekers of between 70 and 80 percent. 
However, the Churches and other organizations helping refugees there expressed 
concern about the 100 000 people whose applications for refugee status have 
not yet been processed. 


In Africa the refugee situation not only continued but worsened as a result of 
the Liberian crisis. Over 700 000 people left Liberia to seek refuge in the 
Ivory Coast, Guinea and Sierra Leone. In Sudan 3000 000 people have sought 
refuge in Ethiopia and other countries. In Ethiopia itself, war was the major 
factor which up-rooted people from their communities. 


The report says that Asia has the largest number of refugees in the world. 
There are 5.5 million Afghan refugees in Pakistan and Iran. In Thailand, 
concern is focused on 250 000 Cambodians living in camps along the two 
countries' border. Renewed fighting in Sri Lanka has led to a new flow of 
refugees into India and the displacement of over a million people. The 
(Persian) Gulf crisis has also created a refugee problem for other areas, 
especially Asia and the Middle East. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.05 
SOUTH KOREA: ECUMENICAL REPORT HIGHLIGHTS TORTURE, CRUELTY TO PRISONERS 


A report of the Human Rights Committee of the National Council of Churches in 
(South) Korea says a total of 1746 prisoners of conscience, or an average of 
5.2 per day were arrested in Korea as of 30 November last year. It says there 
are currently 1332 prisoners of conscience in Korean jails. 


It says of the total number of prisoners, 686 are students, 334 are workers, 
71 are members of the opposition and 24 are publishers. There are also 37 
soldiers and policemen, 29 farmers and four fishermen. 


The report dismisses government claims that the human rights situation is 
improving and adds that 40 percent of the prisoners were arrested under the 
National Security Law. 


There are 147 long-term prisoners and the report says most of them have been 
in jail for between 20 and 40 years on spying charges. 


It says the concept of spy in Korea is a product of divison of the nation 
between north and south. It argues that the human rights problem of long-term 
prisoners is closely connected with achieving reunification. 


The NCCK further says prisoners undergo cruel punishment and cites an incident 
last 21 August at Seoul Prison when several prioners were violently injured 
while they were protesting against a government ban on public sending of books 
to prisoners. 


In 1989 the report says government Ministry of Justice reported 21 prisoner 
deaths arising out of cruel and violent treatment. 


The report says there are 50 000 prisoners held in all Korean jails and most 
of the prisons are not equipped to hold large numbers of people. It says an 
average cell holding between 10 and 20 prisoners measures 13 to 15 square 
metres. It attributes the over-crowding to abuse of detention and poor 
investigations by the police. 


On medical care, the report says 54 doctors serve a population of 50 000 
prisoners and an average of 20 prisoners die per year because most of the 
doctors do not have time for the prisoners as they are busy working in 
hospitals. 


The NCCK says there are 900 000 soldiers in Korea, or 20 soldiers per 1000 
citizens. It says deaths in the military arising out of accidents involving 
weapons or other causes, illustrate the frightful situation of human rights 
there. 


It says during the period 1 January 1980 and 31 July 1988, 9060 soldiers died, 
3723 of them by safety-related accidents and 2670 by arms-related accidents 
and 2254 committed suicide. 


The government's 'war against crime', the report says, is an attempt to 
restore its damaged moral image caused by abuse of power by the police who 
threaten and torture innocent citizens in an effort to produce ‘'results'. 


The report concludes that the situation regarding human rights ‘in our 
society' can be improved only when ‘all of us' keep watch for infringements 
and dedicate ‘ourselves' to the continuous improvement of those rights. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.06 
ZAMBIA: STATE SEIZES BISHOP'S PASSPORT 


The Zambian government has withdrawn the passsport of Bishop John Mambo, 
overseer of the Church of God in Zambia. At the time of the withdrawal, he 
was about to travel to Dallas, Texas, USA to attend a General Assembly of the 
Church of God which is head-quartered in Cleveland, Tennessee. No reason was 
given for the confiscation. 


This is the second time the bishop has had his passport withdrawn. In 1975, 
the goverment held his passport when his nationality was in question. 


Mambo says the government's action is a ‘glaring act of persecution against 
his church' and suggests the government has not lived up to its claim of 
upholding freedom of worship. He says ‘this is torture in its worst form' 
because ‘the fundamental conditions of a free society have not been met in 
Zambia'. 


He alleges that the problem in Zambia is that ‘the government apparently does 
things the opposite way when it claims to be in the forefront of condemning 
certain political and social systems which are contrary to the rights and 
freedoms of the individual’. 


He calls for cooperation between the churches and the state in bringing about 
justice and freedom. ‘If freedom and justice are not achieved, members of 
churches would soon lose faith and confidence in the government', he says. 


Relations between the state and the church in Zambia have not been cordial. 
Last September President Kaunda accused the church of creating hatred and 
spreading false rumours (EPS 90.09.07) that he plotted the death of a Roman 
Catholic archbishop who died in a car accident. 


In December, (EPS 90.12.25) the president banned all government and state 
corporation-advertising in an ecumenical newspaper, The national Mirror, which 
he accused of publishing ‘lies' and 'rubbish'. 


Before Christmas, he called a meeting with church leaders (EPS 90.12.118) to 
discuss church-state relations. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.07 
TOGO: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CALL FOR POLITICAL REFORMS 


The Roman Catholic Church has called for political reform in Togo and has 
urged the country's military ruler, Ghassingbe Eyadema to ‘declare a general 
amnesty' for all political prisoners and those who were forced into external 
political exile. 


In a pastoral letter, Archbishop Tonui Dosseh-Anyron of Lome and three other 
bishops, expressed concern about the government's ‘suspicious silence' over 
the implementation of political pluralism which the government committed 
itself to last October. 


The letter says the government is using the reason that once multi-party 
democracy is introduced, the country would be ‘torn into tribalism and 
regionalism’ but adds that 'such risks should not be served as an execuse to 
reject real democracy which remains the system most respectful of human 
freedoms'. [EPS] 
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: EPS 91.02.08 

AUSTRALIA: 1000 'PATCHES' TO FORM BACKDROP IN WCC ASSEMBLY PLENARY HALL 

Groups and individuals across Australia are contributing ‘'patches' to be used 
to create a giant wall-hanging which will form the backdrop in the plenary 
hall of the World Council of Churches' Assembly in Canberra (7-20 February). 
A total of 1000 patches, each depicting the theme of the Assembly: 'Come Holy 
Spirit, Renew the whole Creation', will be required to complete the giant 
patch. Each delegate will receive a patch. On its back will be a small 
pocket containing the patchmaker's message. Once back in their home churches, 
the delegates will open the pocket and read out the written message to other 
members. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.09 

CHRISTIAN VALUES SHOW A PRESENCE IN SOVIET EDUCATION 

Since the passage of legislation guaranteeing religious freedom in the USSR 
(EPS 90.10.05), Soviet educators are considering the reintroduction of 
religious education and Christian value-based curriculum with more openness 
than many of their Western counterparts, reports News Network International. 
From elementary schools to state universities, Soviet academics are rejecting 
curriculum based on scientific atheism, and in its place, are searching for 
alternative values. Mark Elliot of the Institute for the Study of 
Christianity and Marxism at Wheaton College (Wheaton, Illinois, USA) says 
there is significant openness among educators to consider spiritual values - 
often more than in the West. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.10 

PAKISTAN: BISHOPS PROTEST SHARIAH BILL 

Roman Catholic and [United] Church of Pakistan bishops have expressed concern 
over the Shariah (Islamic law) bill passed by the Senate (upper house of 
parliament). In a letter to Prime Minister Mian Nawaz Sharif, the bishops 
said the passage of the law was an attempt to impose Islamic law on Christians 
who are not represented in parliament. They said ‘legislation without 
representation is tyranny' and described the bill as an ‘encroachment upon 
freedom of thought and education'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.11 

FINLAND: CHURCH DEMANDS RIGHTS FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS 

A report by a working party appointed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church has 
criticised the Finnish government's proposed bill for asylum seekers in 
Finland. According to the ELC, the proposed law does not satisfactorily 
guarantee legal rights to such persons. It recommends that Finland should be 
prepared to receive up to 5000 asylum seekers a year and that their 
applications should not take more than two months to process. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.12 

COLOMBIA: EVANGELICALS WIN TWO SEATS IN CONSTITUTIONAL ASSEMBLY 

During elections in Colombia last December, two evangelicals won seats in the 
Constitutional Assembly. A Colombian newspaper, El Tiempo noted _ that 
evangelicals have now risen to national influence in a significant manner. 
They number 2.5 million out of a population of 31.8 million. Of these, it 
says, 800 000 were eligible to vote. Héctor Pardo, president of the 
Evangelical Confederation of Colombia, says evangelicals are not aiming to 
wield political power as_ such. Rather, he says, they seek to exert an 
influence for good in general, and to win true religious liberty and equal 
rights for all citizens in particular. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.13 

CHINA: WORKERS' PUBLICATION SAYS RELIGION IS BAD FOR STUDENT HEALTH 

The China Workers' Daily newspaper has expressed ‘alarm' at the increasing 
numbers of students holding religious beliefs and has asked authorities to 
‘take effective measures'. It says 871 out of 6400 students confessed to a 
belief in God and 627 said they actually went to church. 'These numbers are 
increasing. This belief in religion poses a danger to students' physical and 
pychological health. Because of their belief in religion, a lot of students 
accepted idealism and theism which affected their healthy growth', the paper 
said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.14 

PAKISTAN: KIDNAPPED CANADIAN CLERIC RELEASED 

A Canadian affiliated with the (United) Church of Pakistan has been released 
after a six-day kidnapping in the northeastern frontier province by alleged 
Afghan Muslim extremists living in Pakistan. However, the Canadian High 
Commissioner in Islamabad said this kidnapping was 'a clear-cut case of random 
kidnapping' without any evidence that the Canadian was targeted for his 
identity as a Christian cleric. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.15 
INDIA: DALIT CHRISTIANS PROTEST BISHOP'S APPOINTMENT 
More than 750 Dalit Christians ('scheduled caste' people, sometimes referred 
to as ‘untouchables'), including three priests, were arrested following a 
protest against the appointment of a non-Dalit bishop for the Roman Catholic 
diocese of Trichy, in Tamil Nadu. The Dalits make up 75 percent of the 
Christian population in Tamil Nadu. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.16 

NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS INCREASINGLY IMPORTED TO EASTERN EUROPE, USSR 

The revolution and political changes which swept Eastern Europe and parts of 
the USSR last year have encouraged a growth of new religious movements in the 
region, reports US-based Religion Watch. It says Scientology groups are 
active in Hungary, former East Germany, Poland and Bulgaria. The Shoshu 
Buddhist organisation (also known as Soka Gakkai) is said to be planning 
activity in the Soviet Union, while 12 000 people in Soviet Armenia are 
reportedly practising Transcendental Meditation. Mormons and Hare Krishna 
groups are also said to be gaining ground there. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.17 

BULGARIA: NEW RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT FORMED 

A new government department dealing with religious affairs in Bulgaria has 
been formed. Called the Department of Ecclesiastical Matters, it was due to 
come into effect on 1 January. It succeeds the former Committee for the 
Affairs of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and Religious Cults. A government 
statement says the new department ‘will establish a council of representatives 
of different religions'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.18 
SOVIET UNION: CHRISTMAS IS NATIONAL HOLIDAY IN SOME SOVIET REPUBLICS 

Orthodox Christians celebrated Christmas (7 January) in the republics of 
Russia, Ukraine, Byelorussia, Moldavia and Georgia. In the Baltic republics 
of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia, Christmas was celebrated on 25 December. In 
the Ukraine, the Supreme Soviet declared Christmas a public holiday following 
requests by leaders of the Ukranian Orthodox and Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Churches. Previously under communist rule, Christmas has not been an 
official holiday. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.19 

USA: AMERICANS LOOK TO CHURCH TO ANSWER COMMUNITY PROBLEMS 

A poll conducted among 1025 adults from across the United States shows that 
Americans place more confidence in the churches than any other institution to 
deal with community problems. The George Gallup International Institute 
reports that nearly six people out of 10, or 57 percent, say they have a 
"great deal’ or ‘quite a lot' of confidence in churches to deal with community 
problems. 54 percent say they place much confidence in volunteer groups such 
as the YMCA, while 47 percent place their trust in public schools. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.20 
WORLD METHODIST PEACE AWARD FOR GORBACHEV 
Celebrations marking the conferring of the 1990 Methodist Peace Award on 
President Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet Union were held (11 January). WMC 
General Secretary Joe Hale noted the award was being made against a backdrop 
of possible war in the (Persian) Gulf. As news of Soviet army action against 
Lithuania after the award ceremony spread, WMC leaders recalled that the award 
marked Gorbachev's accomplishments in the late 1980s. They said the crackdown 
in Lithuania 'violates the spirit of the award and must be condemned'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.21 
INDIA: TAMIL LUTHERAN WOMEN PETITION GOVT OVER CHILD RIGHTS 
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church women have collected 300 signatures for a 
petition urging the Indian government to ratify the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.22 

UNITED KINGDOM: CHURCH LEADERS PAY TRIBUTE TO MARGARET THATCHER 

Though they had been at odds with her at times during her tenure as prime 
minister, several church leaders paid tribute to former UK Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher following her resignation last December. [Anglican] 
Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said ‘she has been a strong and 
courageous prime minister, always sustained by her personal Christian faith. 
I pray that her experience and gifts may continue to be at the service of the 
nation’. Roman Catholic Archbishop Basil Cardinal Hume said she ‘made a great 
contribution to the life of the nation and has served it well'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.23 

TURKEY: CANADIAN TOURISTS DEPORTED FOR DISTRIBUTING CHRISTIAN PROPAGANDA 

The Turkish government deported two Canadian tourists after holidng them for 
four days for allegedly distributing Christian propaganda. James Cameron and 
Ronald Devos from Alberta, Canada, were arrested in Denizli, a city in 
southwestern Turkey, then sent to Istanbul where they were kept in a police 
cell. At the time of their arrest, the two were distributing flyers 
advertising a Bible correspondence course in Turkish. The two said during 
their detention, 'the police were trying to convert us to become Muslims the 
whole time'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.24 
JAPAN: HIGH COURT SENTENCE FAULTS GOVT OVER SHRINE 
Following a legal suit filed by a Christian pastor in 1981, a Japanese court 
has ruled that it is unconstitutional for government officials, the emperor, 
prime minister to visit Yakusuni, a former state-supported Shinto shrine where 
all Japanese soldiers, including war criminals are deified and glorified. The 
sentence also bans all monetary contributions to the shrine. After World War 
II, the Japanese constitution made a separation between state and religion. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.25 
ECUTEXT: World Council of Churches Statement on War in the (Persian) Gulf 


[The following statement was issued by General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches, 17 January.] 


5 ie. This is a sad moment in history. A war of ominous dimensions and 
unpredictable consequences has begun in the Gulf. It is a war that will 
cause unimaginable human suffering. 


ie The World Council of Churches deplores the US government's decision to 
initiate hostilities. It regrets that the United Nations failed to find 
peaceful means to resolve the Gulf Crisis and that the war is justified on the 
basis of a UN Security Council resolution. The council regrets that the 
Iraqi government did not respond to international appeals. 


3" The council calls for an immediate ceasefire and cessation of 
hostilities. It appeals to all parties to initiate negotiations to seek a 
just, equitable and peaceful solution. 


It urges the UN Security Council to regain its primary responsibility ‘for the 
maintenance of international peace and security'. In seeking a resolution to 
the conflict it is essential that other outstanding issues in the region 
including Palestine and Cyprus are addressed vigorously and in a just and 
credible manner. 


4. The council appeals to all the nations involved not to employ any weapons 
of mass destruction, especially chemical, biological or nuclear. It urges 
all parties to abide strictly by international humanitarian law in times of 
armed conflict, referred to as the 'Geneva Convention’ and to guarantee the 
strict application of international standards for the protection of refugees. 


De The council calls upon member churches: 


- to pray and join in prayers with people of other faiths for a speedy end to 
the war; 


- to express our pastoral concern to all victims and all those at risk and to 
all who make decisions which affect the course of the war; 


- to seek to provide humanitarian assistance to displaced persons, refugees 
and other victims and to support the efforts of the World Council of 
Churches and the Middle East Council of Churches; 


- to continue to promote interreligious dialogue especially because of 
prevailing perceptions of the conflict in religious terms. 


6. It is just on the eve of the Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
gathering with the prayer 'Come Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation', that 
this tragedy has taken place. This prayer assumes special significance at 
this moment in history. 


The Spirit summons us today to our sacred duty of interceding for the world to 
be builders of peace and defenders of the creation. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.26 
ECUTEXT: Church Unity in the New Germany 


[This is an edited version of an open letter written by ministers from 
Berlin-Brandenburg (in former East Germany or German Democratic Republic) and 
Westphalia (in former West Germany) who met from 5 to 12 September 1990 in the 
Pastoralkolleg or college for the in-service training of ministers at 
Templin. It was translated from German by the Language Service of the World 
Council of Churches.] 


In view of the social changes and the political developments, we tried to 
listen to the challenge of what the Bible has to say and this gave us new 
perspectives. 


1. Unity in Christ means reconciled diversity (Gal. 3). Nevertheless we are 
being subjected to efforts for union by the churches in the Federal Republic 
and West Berlin, which are producing a strong pressure to conform and lead to 
feelings of powerlessness and to anxieties. 


Christ ‘is formed' in us where human beings live together, share their joys 
and sorrows, admit their share of guilt and look for a way forward. But our 
experience now is that the standards are being set by those who have the 
money. We fear that the experiences and particular circumstances of the GDR 
are being wiped out. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR and the Evangelical Church 
in Germany have both stressed the continuing special relationship, despite 
independent organizational structures set up in 1969. This can be seen in the 
Evangelische Kirche der Union ('Evangelical Church of the Union") etc. 


The obvious thing now is to remove even the structural differences which were 
the result of the previous involuntary separation. But each of the churches 
in the former Federal Republic and in what was the GDR has its own special 
character which has evolved in the last few decades and must not be 
extinguished. The experiences of Christians in the GDR must be brought into 
the future fellowship of the churches in some special way. 


We have in mind the path that has made the churches in the GDR a Peace 
Church. Signs of this are: 


2.1 the resolution on recognizing conscientious objection to the bearing of 
arms as a clear sign of service for peace; 

the clear rejection and banning of the means of mass destruction (cf. the 
Ecumenical Assembly at Dresden in 1989); 

the peaceful reaction to repressive state measures; 

partnership with minorities and the opening of many churches for opposition 
groups; 

the strenuous efforts on behalf of non-violence in the period of upheaval and 
anger; 

the church's role as a mediator in discussions among the various social forces. 


2.2 Maintenance and cultivation of contacts with the churches and communities 
of Eastern Europe which for example found expression in the work of Aktion 
Siihnezeichen (Operation Reconciliation) and in the twinning of parishes. 
[over] 


germany/2 


2.3 Sensitivity, based on our people's own experience, towards those who are 
dependent. Among other things this becomes plain: 


- in particular leadership structures (collegial leadership); 

- in striving for fraternal fellowship among the various church workers 
(ordination of community educationists etc.); 

- in solidarity with the Two-Thirds World (e.g. programme to combat racism). 


2.4 Learning that one can even 'swim against the stream'. Examples of this 
are; 


- the 'Swords into Ploughshares' operation; 

- plain speaking in the Conciliar Process for Justice, Peace and the 
- Integrity of creation; 

— prayers for peace. 


2.5 Proclaiming the Gospel in the context of a secular society and taking the 
form of: 


— Christian doctrine (as a task of the Christian community); 
— work with small groups. 


3. In the context of the social and political changes the Third Thesis of the 
Barmen Theological Declaration acquires a new topicality: 'We reject the false 
teaching that the church is at liberty to alter its message and order as it 
likes or to abandon it to the fluctuations in the ideological and political 
convictions prevailing at any given time'. It is nevertheless our experience 
at present that the intention is for the existing church institutions in the 
West to swallow up or suppress parallel institutions in the GDR. 


4. The Christian church is a community of brothers and sisters. In this 
spirit, partnerships have developed out of twinning arrangements between 
parishes in the GDR and the Federal Republic. We are afraid that the process 
of change between the churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany and the 
Federation of Churches in the GDR is happening in a precipitate, disrespectful 
and asymmetrical way. 


We should like: 


- church leaders not to create faits accomplis but to give parishes and 
synods time for reflection and for decisions to be taken in fraternal 
dialogue. What is needed is a process of co-existence and sharing, of growing 
together after nearly thirty years of separation, not being ‘stitched 
together' thoughtlessly. | 


5. In the future an Evangelical Church in Germany will also need: 


— to be clear-cut on the peace question, 

- to reflect theologically on its specific social situation; 

- to have the courage to leave 'blank spaces' i.e. to abandon an 
omnicompetence that tries to handle everything; 

— to be in critical solidarity in relation to those who govern; 

- to be involved in worldwide partnerships and share in ecumenical 
processes. 


We need a common vision of a church in which Christ is formed. ...[EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.27 
ECUVIEW: Pentecostalism in Brazil (José Bittencourt Filho) 


[Bittencourt works with the Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre 
(CEDI) in Rio de Janeiro. This is part of a larger working document entitled 
As Igrejas no Brasil. It was distributed by CELEP, the Latin American 
Evangelical Centre for Pastoral Studies, and has been slightly edited. 
Related items: EPS 90.10.61; 11.50.] 


In the 1980s, the most striking religious phenomenon in Brazil was the 
extraordinary growth of autonomous Pentecostalism. 


This term fits a group of new denominations that work principally among the 
urban poor and whose practice is based on the triad: healing, exorcism, and 
prosperity. 


From a symbolic point of view, this triad fits nicely into the world view of 
the urban poor as they attempt to interpret their own suffering. 


In a country where public health services are chaotic and where poverty and 
misery provoke untold diseases, the possibility of being healed through 
spiritual means is quite attractive. 


At the same time, inflation, unemployment, the violence perpetrated by both 
organized crime and the police, terrible living conditions, lack of 
opportunity, economic adversity, and a religious matrix in which magic 
predominates, are factors which, all together, provoke a syndrome of fear. 


Exorcism permits people to blame all these evils on the devil, in many cases 
thus providing a precarious sort of therapy, which is even good for treating 
psychic ills. 


The emphasis on prosperity allows the urban poor to rationalize the scarce 
economic resources available to them. 


In this way, people frequently manage small improvements in their quality of 
life which are sufficient to corroborate this religious discourse. 


Autonomous Pentecostalism does not promote the formation of community, but 
rather attention to numerous clienteles. 


This system for the consumption of religious and symbolic goods is similar to 
the way one purchases merchandise in a supermarket. 


This gives the populace easy access to these religious groups. 
Another important fact is that autonomous Pentecostalism attempts to establish 
religious hegemony among the poor through a direct confrontation with the 


Afro-Brazilian religions. 


Autonomous Pentecostalism has achieved important levels of success’ in 
numerical growth and religious hegemony among the poor. 


This. type of religiosity is also being disseminated indirectly by the 
US-supported ‘electronic church'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.28 
ECUVIEW: Hungarian Churches Face New Challenges (Jiirgen Kapiske) 


[Kapiske is editor of the Vienna-based Information Service for Lutheran 
Minority Churches in Europe.] 


The Hungarian churches are finding out that coming to terms with the past is a 
painful process. In the arguments about church leaders and the way they 
carried out their duties over the past decades, demands are growing ever more 
vocal that all who held an office higher than that of a normal pastor should 
resign. 


However, the passionate debate between the church establishment and the 
internal church opposition seems to be finding only a slight echo in the 
congregations. 


Both the Reformed and the Lutheran churches in Hungary face a crisis that has 
hit much harder because of economic developments. In particular, church work 
among the refugees from Romania (currently about 40 to 50 000 of them, mostly 
of Hungarian descent) and general social welfare work are suffering under the 
financial limitations. 


Meanwhile, church workers are also reporting growing fears about’ the 
refugees. Most refugees prefer to live close to their old homes if at all 
possible -— that is, in the areas bordering on Romania, but the infrastructure 
here is lacking for helping refugees intergrate in the communities. 


Expenditure required for new training centres and buildings given back by the 
state are an extra burden for the churches. The reopening of the Lutheran 
Fasor high school in Budapest, for example, is demanding great sacrifices on 
the part of the Lutheran Church of Hungary. 


The lack of staff and especially of pastors has become particularly noticeable 
since the introduction of religious instruction in state schools in Hungary. 
Only a few years ago, 430 Lutheran pastors served in a Lutheran church with 
about 200 000 members. Today, there are only 245 pastors some of whom will 
have to give religious instruction in a dozen schools. 


The relationship between the Protestant churches and the Catholic Church in 
Hungary is far from relaxed. The old conflict between Catholics and 
Protestants is starting to raise its head again and signs do not look good for 
ecumenism. 


In the meantime, the pope's scheduled visit in August 1991 is taking the full 
attention of the government. 


There are rumours in Budapest that the new prime minister is an ultra- 
conservative Catholic. A few months ago, 24 Catholic orders were once again 
authorized, all within the space of a few days. 


The Protestants' fear of a re-strengthening of Catholicism in Hungary has to 
be seen against this background. One cannot overlook the Catholic church's 
attempts, with the help of the Christian Democrats, to increase its influence 
on the political direction of the government. 


One of the positive developments is the start of a clarification of the 
relationship to the Hungarian churches in exile. A few months ago, the 
leaders of the churches at home and in exile met for the first time. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.02.29 
ECUVIEW: The Church and Lebanon (Ghassan Rubeiz) 


[Ghassan Rubeiz is Secretary for the Middle East in the Commission on 
Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. 
This is an edited version of a paper he presented at a seminar in Uppsala, 
Sweden, 7-8 December] 


...Lebanon has been for centuries a special place for Christians, not only for 
the Lebanese, but also for the Middle Eastern Christians. Throughout its 
history, Lebanon has hosted Christian minorities under stress from the region. 


Christian values have influenced the Arab world through the _ 'Lebanese 
experiment’. 


Since the beginning of the civil war, Lebanese Christians have been trying to 
maintain Lebanon as a haven for Christians. In recent years, Christians have 
felt that their power in Lebanon has been eroding day by day and today, many 
of them claim that they are vulnerable and are victimized by regional and 
superpower politics. 


They also claim that they have been abandoned by their Christian brothers in 
the West and the majority believe Syria's management of Lebanon's domestic and 
foreign affairs will be at a serious cost for their country. 


They are afraid of becoming a minority. Demographically, Christians are 
already a minority but they are still equal to the Muslims as citizens and 
leaders. 


The Muslim majority is also concerned about Syrian domination, the Israeli 
occupation and the unruly Palestinian militarization in Lebanon, but it does 
not feel that its future is at risk. 


Muslims believe that they are part and parcel of the Arab society and they are 
willing to stick it out in Lebanon, regardless of how bad the situation gets, 
because they are hoping that one day the region will settle its problems. 


Compared to Christians, Muslims are also better tied to the land and they are 
less likely to migrate to the West, which they consider foreign to their 
ethos. 


Christians in the region are not so alineated from the Judeo-Christian ethics 
of the West. When things get rough for them, they tend to leave, seeking 
"greener pastures’. 


After 16 years of civil war, there is a serious problem of societal 
fragmentation due to residential separation of Christians and Muslims, 
sectarian politics and spread of deep prejudice among the young generation. 


In the Ta'ef Agreement, there is a timid suggestion to secularize the 
distribution of political power. However, the problem of sectarianism has 
become too serious to be handled by a superficial reform. 


Sectarianism can only be controlled in a new regime autonomous from foreign 
influence and endowed with secular political leadership. The current 
political leadership carries the germ of sectarianism and offers no vision of 
a democratic future. [over] 


lebanon/2 


In brief, Christians have lost the political battle in this civil war, but 
Muslims are not the winners. In fact, the entire Lebanese society has 
lost. Christians have lost more than Muslims, not in terms of casualties or 
economics, but in terms of dreams and aspirations. 


Every community has erred, but it is time for Labanese to repent and forgive 
others. Will Christians learn to be less possessive and arrogant about 
Lebanon? Will Muslims learn to take risks for social change, for freedom of 
opinion and for secular politics? Will their neighbours learn that Lebanon 
is not a free zone in the Middle Eastern power struggle? 


The world community has almost forgotten about Lebanon. It is time to put 
Lebanon back on its active agenda. The world churches should prod their 
governments to begin the countdown for Lebanon's total liberation from foreign 
occupation. 


Humanitarian aid to Lebanon should be generous to enable people to return to 
their communities, to find jobs and to rebuild their houses and schools. 


Visitors to Lebanon will soon be welcome from all nationalities, hostages are 
likely to be released in the near future. Without international presence, 
Lebanon is not normal or secure. 


Church delegations to Christian and Muslim communities will have their 
reconciliatory effects. Peace workers and reconciliation groups should be 
rewarded and encouraged. This is the time for prophetic voices, voices of 
doom, suspicion and fear are not needed. 


People are exhausted, they need to hear good news. Wounds need healing. 
There are so many people in wheelchairs, in hospitals, in slums, in camps, in 
prisons, in orphanages. 


Those people need to be given special care. The young generation needs 
special attention. They are senstive, cautious and anxious. Some are 
emotionally disturbed. 


But the children of Lebanon have not gone crazy. Most people are still as 
rational as in any society. The foreign embassies to be re-established soon 
in Lebanon may wish to bring with them cultural material on peace, art and 
music for sharing with a society which has started recovery. 


Lebanese people are eager to rediscover their tradition of coexistence. 
There is enough goodwill among the Lebanese to rediscover humanity in one's 
neighbour. 


Leadership training, counselling, group guidance, re-education and conscience 
raising are priorities for a nation in process of healing. Churches should 
send social rehabilitation professionals to assist the Lebanese. 


Human rights monitoring and protection are other areas where expertise from 
abroad is needed. Dissent in Lebanon should not be stifled. 


Exchange visit programmes to and from Lebanon are also needed. Teams of 
mixed backgrounds (Christian and Muslim) should be invited abroad to interpret 
the scene in the country and to challenge the world churches to respond to a 
situation of crisis. 

[EPS] 
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WCC GENERAL SECRETARY: SPIRIT 'BLOWING AFRESH' IN 'UNIMAGINABLE CHANGES' 


When the theme of the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches was 
chosen four years ago, issues such as the Cold War, the threat of nuclear 
catastrophe, and a mood of powerlessness were among those prominent on the 
agenda. 


Since then, observed WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro in his report on the 
opening day of the assembly, unimaginable changes have taken place, such as 
the collapse of ideologies and ‘winds of change' that have swept Eastern 
Europe, and the scrapping of some pillars of the apartheid system in South 
Africa, and the independence of Namibia. 


‘It is an indication’, he said, ‘that the Spirit is blowing afresh in this 
world.' (The assembly theme is 'Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation'.) 


Castro said hunger and poverty continue to affect a large proportion of the 
world's population and many people live in despair. And religious and ethnic 
conflicts, intolerance, and violence are other problems affecting humanity, he 
said. 


At the same time, he noted ‘signs of hope', such as the desire of young people 
to seek peaceful solutions to world problems, and the recognition of the 
equality of men and women in the use of human talents in church and in the 
rest of society. 


Thus, he said, the assembly theme, ‘is a recognition of the inadequacy of all 
human resources and the affirmation of the faith that God lives'. The Spirit, 
he continued, is like 'a protective mother bird which hovers over her young, 
and is present today in all creation’. 


By invoking the Holy Spirit, he said, ‘we affirm communion, justice, 
solidarity and accountability as against the pragmatic notions of 
instrumentality, efficiency, and profitability which characterize much of 
contemporary socio-economic discussions’. 


Reflecting on the doctrine of creation, he said the Spirit energizes the whole 
creation, and there is a rediscovery of a radical interdependency of human 
beings and the rest of nature. 


Castro said human beings are more than producers, consumers, and citizens. 
"They are unique, unrepeatable beings, created in the image of God, animated 
by the Spirit, and not just objects of social engineeering'. 


The Holy Spirit in Christian theology, he added, is the creator of communion, 
of fellowship, the bond of union between the Father and the Son, and the one 
who ensures the unity of humankind in God. 


Castro said Christian ethics cannot depend solely on_- sociological 
considerations, statistics, and opinion polls, because they cannot define what 
is good and what is evil. 


He said one of the main efforts of the World Council of Churches is to seek to 
create an inclusive community of men and women in church and society, in which 
one's relation with one's neighbours is not merely 'social', but a response to 
the call of the Spirit. [over] 
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Castro said the poor know the presence of the Holy Spirit in their conflicts 
and struggles. He cited black Christians in the United States who have 
contributed Negro spirituals, songs reflecting a ‘biblical spirituality' of 
‘consolation in moments of oppression’. 


In Latin America, he said, the poor are believers. They see no dichotomy 
between their demand for social change and the expression of awareness of 
their religious faith. In the Spirit, he said, 'we hope against hope’. 


Castro said the ecumenical movement provides a forum for’ reciprocal 
inspiration and correction. The interaction between the local and the global 
is essential, he said, for one's discernment of the Spirit to be both relevant 
and responsible. 


Castro said people of different faiths live side by side everywhere, but he 
said, it is a ‘tragic misinterpretation' of the (Persian) Gulf crisis to see 
it as a religious conflict. 


He noted that for the church in Africa, the relationship of Christianity with 
other religions - Islam in particular - has become the major concern. He 
called for the development of a theological understanding of other people's 
convictions to '‘'undergird a process of constructive co-participation in the 
building of human societies’. 


Castro hoped for new studies and theological reflections, and a search for 
guidelines for new social alternatives. 'But it is essential in our day to 
identify the work of the Spirit in creating little cells of humanization', he 
said. 


He said unity of the church is a major challenge facing the World Council of 
Churches. 'Here', he said, ‘the search for unity of the church is the real 
test of the seriousness of our prayer'. 


He cautioned that unless people in the ecumenical movement expect something to 
happen ‘in this domain where we have a specific responsibility, it will be 
difficult to dream of a renewal of the whole creation, it will be difficult to 
carry credibility.' 


While affirming that cooperation among different parts of the church is incre 
asing, the process, he said, ‘is slowing down'. The relationship between the 
Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches, he said, has reached 
a level of ‘mutual acceptance of differences in nature and structures' and 'a 
mutual appreciation of the constraints on each’. 


Castro said the main aim of the ecumenical movement is to promote the unity of 
the churches in one eucharistic fellowship. 'But', he continued, 'it is more 
and more frustrating that this has not been realised. We are able to be 
together in confronting the most divisive problems of humankind, but we are 
not able to heal our own history and to recognize each other within our common 
tradition.' [EPS] 
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WOMEN CONSIDER ASSEMBLY ISSUES, DECLARE SOLIDARITY WITH OPPRESSED GROUPS 


With the theme, 'For Such a Time as This’, more than 300 women, and a few men, 
spent three days (3-6 February) preparing to participate in the Seventh 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


The Pre-Assembly Women's Meeting was organised primarily by a working group 
from the WCC staff. It was meant to help women - especially those without 
great experience in international, ecumenical meetings - to understand the 
assembly process, and come to know other women at the assembly. 


During plenary sessions, Bible studies, and small-group work, the women raised 
a number of issues central to their lives, both in church and society. Anger 
about war, not only the (Persian) Gulf war, but also wars ravaging Africa and 
other parts of the world, was repeatedly expressed. 


Especially after an evening of sharing with Australian Aboriginal women, 
participants expressed solidarity with them and other indigenous women around 
the world. 


The women were equally adamant that male-dominated church structures are not 
adequately responding to the call to participate in the Ecumenical Decade of 
the Churches in Solidarity with Women, which began in 1988 under WCC auspices. 


Despite these agreements, two notable tensions surfaced - the ordination of 
women, and the oppression of poor women by rich. 


Many ordained women were among the participants, and reports from working 
groups on two of the four assembly sub-themes called for women to have more 
access to power in church structures. 


But for some women, especially Orthodox, the issue looked different. An 
Eastern Orthodox nun from Romania defended the Orthodox refusal to ordain 
women. ‘Women play an important part in the Orthodox Church since the 
discovery that the role of lay people can be as important as the role of 
clergy', she said. 


‘No one [in Orthodoxy] has been a champion of women's ordination', she said, 
adding that in Orthodoxy, ordination is linked with apostolic succession, from 
which women are excluded. In contrast, in her view, for Protestantism 
‘ordination is a mantle of leadership'. 


Later, leading Bible study on the spirit of unity, Violet Sampa- Bredt, an 
ordained woman from Zambia, shed a different light on apostleship. Reflecting 
on Paul's greeting to the church in Rome, she pointed out the number of women 
mentioned by Paul, some of them apostles. 


"Paul did not conform to the idea of 12 apostles', said Sampa- Bredt. ‘He saw 
himself as an apostle, having been called by the risen Christ. We can have no 
doubt that we are all apostles. And both women and men suffer from the lie 
that only men can be ministers.' [over] 
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Leaders of other Bible studies also offered challenges. Ofelia Ortega, an 
ordained woman from Cuba who is a member of the WCC staff, examined the Old 
Testament story of Esther. ‘Like Esther, who risked her life to save her 
people, we must choose between power and solidarity. And very often, when we 
choose solidarity, we lose power. You are the Esthers of this time', she said. 
‘Live for action.’ 


Speaking on the issue of freedom and slavery, Margot Kassman, an ordained 
woman from Germany, suggested that both Mary and Eve might be models for 
women. Challenging the traditional image of each, she suggested that rather 
than passive and submissive, Mary 'was active and passionate, filled with the 
spirit of freedom'. 


And Eve, rather than the seductive temptress of tradition, ‘longed for 
knowledge'. She also pointed out that Eve's sin had 'nothing about sexuality 
in it, and yet the common interpretation is filled with hints at sexuality'. 
As servants of God, she said, women should be ‘slaves of no one, strong 
personalities free in themselves to serve others, with the strength and 
freedom to fight against the destruction of life and injustice wherever they 
are encountered’. 


Addressing one of the final plenaries, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
called her Bible study 'provoking'. He said he dreams that the interventions 
of women will ‘create a new kind of Assembly and a new World Council of 
Churches'., 


In addition to the Bible studies, another highlight was the evening of sharing 
with Australian Aborigines, who described their spirituality and told about 
the suffering they experience. The women said that since Europeans arrived in 
Australia more than 200 years ago, Aboriginal children have been 
systematically taken from their mothers, and there have been repeated 
Massacres and rapes. Today, many women have little access to basic needs and 
live in appalling conditions, it was said. 


‘We struggle today for land rights, for enough food, for education, for health 
care, and against racism and police harassment', said Dorothy Harris. 'The 
government and the churches are to blame for the injustice', she said. 


The spirituality of Aboriginal women keeps them going, said Lucy Lester. 'The 
land and the family are the basis of Aboriginal belief', she said. 'Sacred 
sites are not worshipped, but believed. We read them. The land is our people's 
book, and the pictures are real faces, real people, real things.' 


Despite the sufferings of her people, Liyapidiny Marika assured the meeting, 
‘In the northern part of the country there are many Aboriginal people and our 
spirituality is strong even though our land was taken away. We will survive.' 


The women concluded their meeting with worship, then processed across the 
campus to open the women's tent, called 'WomenSpace'. It is to offer 
hospitality and programming on women's issues throughout the assembly. [EPS] 
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WCC ASSEMBLY OPENING WORSHIP RECEIVES 'APPROVAL' OF ABORIGINAL LEADERS 


In a large tent on the campus of Australian National University, thousands of 
participants in the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches gathered 
to open their two-week meeting with worship. 


The congregation entered the tent by passing through smoke made by burning 
leaves - a traditional cleansing process for Aborigines in Australia. The rite 
was linked with a Christian understanding of the cleansing and refining fire 
of the Holy Spirit. (The theme of the assembly is 'Come, Holy Spirit - Renew 
the Whole Creation'.) 


Before worship began, a traditional Aboriginal 'message stick' was carried to 
the worship tent by an Aboriginal runner. In that action, WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro asked permission for the council to enter the land. 
Gathered in the tent were Aboriginal elders, who ritually granted permission, 
whereupon the WCC worship leaders walked in procession into the tent. 


In his sermon, Paul Reeves, the Anglican Communion representative at the 
United Nations in New York, advised that although the environment is bruised, 
economies mismanaged, and human rights violated, God is not absent. 


Reeves recently completed a term as_ governor-general of New Zealand 
(representative of the monarch). Before that, he was archbishop of the 
[Anglican] Church of the Province of New Zealand. 


Reeves said Christians cannot separate God's promise of redemption from the 
human responsibility to cherish the land. Speaking as a Maori (a descendant of 
the pre-European inhabitants of New Zealand), Reeves quoted a Maori saying: 
‘The land remains for ever, but people pass on.' Reeves stressed that the 
asembly gathers people of hope who are part of God's creation which still 
contains promise, even though it obviously lacks peace. Referring to the Gulf 
War, Reeves said it reflects four great evils, including unjust distribution 
of the world's wealth, social injustice, the rise of militarism, and 
irreversible damage to the environment. He called the war 'neither holy nor 
diets, 


He said he is ambivalent about large Christian gatherings, observing that 
quarrels over power have little to do with the Holy Spirit. And by way of 
advice for those at the assembly, he quoted two Maori sayings: 'A pigeon at 
home, a parrot abroad', and 'If you cannot find anything to say, sit down'. 


At one point during worship, there was a recollection of the six previous 
assemblies. Wicks were lit to mark each one: Amsterdam in 1948, Evanston (near 
Chicago) in 1954, New Delhi in 1961, Uppsala in 1968, Nairobi in 1975, and 
Vancouver in 1983. At another point, children brought in gum trees as signs of 
creation. Worship concluded with a procession out of the tent while the 
congregation sang a lively South African hymn, 'We Are Marching in the Light 
of God'. 


Outside the tent, two groups of protesters stood silently. One objected to 
their local Eastern Orthodox priest as communist. The other faulted the 
council for, in their view, abandoning the Bible. 


Special liturgical material was prepared for congregations all over Australia 
to link them with the opening worship. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL TEAMS DESCRIBE TREATMENT OF AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINALS AS 'GENOCIDAL' 


Two World Council of Churches teams which visited Aboriginal communities in 
Australia say racism against Aborigines is 'not just horrific but genocidal’. 


Reporting on their visits (5 February) to Mornington Island in the northern 
part of the state of Queensland, and Wilcannia in the western part of the 
State of New South Wales, the teams describe Aborigines as a_ people 
"demoralized by exclusion and the lack of participation in decision-making 
processes in virtually every area that determines their lives'. 


They say symptoms of this demoralization are the loss of language and culture, 
alcohol problems, high rates of detention by police, physical abuse of 
Aboriginal women and children, high drop-out rates and absenteeism at school, 
and inadequate employment and training opportunities. 


The WCC representatives, from 10 nations, visited the communities at the 
invitation of the Aboriginal and Islander Commission of the Australian Council 
of Churches before the start of the WCC Seventh Assembly in Canberra. The 
visits came 10 years after another WCC delegation said racism is ‘entrenched 
in every aspect of Australian society', and identified critical Aboriginal 
needs in areas such as housing, health, education, employment, and land rights. 


A decade later, the WCC teams say, the social conditions among Aboriginal 
communities are deplorable, and the government has still not responded 
meaningfully to these needs. Describing their role as not to provide answers 
but to raise questions, the teams ask: ‘Why in such a resourceful and 
prosperous country are Aboriginal people kept in a cycle of economic and 
political dependency? ... How can this society continue to justify the 
continued systematic destruction of an indigenous culture, language, and 
spirituality? ... Given the history of the church in the colonization of 
Australia, is the church part of the problem or part of the solution?' 


The teams are drafting recommendations, to be presented with their report at 
an assembly plenary session. 


Ron Wilson, president of the Uniting Church in Australia and head of the 
national Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission, commented that while 
the church has been part of the problem, in many cases, it is taking 
significant steps to respond to the needs of Aborigines. 


'There is no doubt that the situation affecting the Aboriginal people is the 
greatest justice problem facing Australia', Sir Ron said, and the church 
‘shares the shame of white Australia in the neglect, abuse and, in some 
instances, brutality inflicted on Aboriginal people'. However, he _ said, 
Uniting Church moves in recent years to establish and resource an Aboriginal 
and Islander Christian Congress, and to promote a process of covenanting 
between white and black Australians, are among significant initiatives that 
suggest 'the seeds of the answer have been sown'. 


The Aboriginal population of Australia is between one and two percent of the 
total of about 16 million. 


Teams of other WCC representatives visited Aotearoa-New Zealand, Philippines, 
Indonesia, New Caledonia, and Papua New Guinea prior to the assembly. [EPS] 
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YOUTH CONSIDER ASSEMBLY THEME IN AUSTRALIAN CONTEXT 


Nearly 300 participants from 90 countries took part in a Pre— Assembly Youth 
Event (2-5 February) just before the opening of the Seventh Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. 


PAYE was planned to bring young people together to explore the assembly theme 
('Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation') in an Australian context, to 
look at issues that relate to young people, and to examine the Bible and its 
application. 


A PAYE statement and resolutions were to be released later. In WCC usage, 
‘youth' refers to people between 18 and 30. 


One PAYE speaker was Anglican Archdeacon Alan Nichols of Melbourne. He told 
the youth that white Australians are beginning to understand the ‘Aboriginal 
sense of belonging to the land’. 


He also referred to a 1989 report on homelessness in Australia which 
calculated that as many as 100 000 Australian children are homeless in the 
streets, parks, or emergency shelters, or are sleeping at friends' houses 
without family support. 


As a result, he said, some children get into the cycle of institutional care 
and become prey to drugs, prostitution, and other abuse. 


Nichols said increased violence and sexual assault among youth is a result, 
among other things, of the proliferation of discos and night clubs. In 
Melbourne alone, he reported, out of a population of 3 million people, 200 000 
youth go to discos weekly. 


Among Christian youth, he said, there is evidence of the importance of peer 
relationships, and a feeling of powerlessness because of being dependent upon 
decisions of others. Their image of God is essentially a limited and 
individual God, who relates to 'me'. 


Those who belong to a church group tend to have a more moderate, controlled 
behaviour, and are less likely to get pregnant before marriage, get involved 
with drugs, or abuse alcohol, he said. 


Nichols noted that more than half the welfare services are delivered by the 
voluntary sector, for the most part by agencies with a Christian origin or 
direct church connection. 


However, while the church may be better at delivering social services than 
other agencies, he noted, it often leaves questions of policy advocacy to 
other groups. 


He also observed that because the church depends in many cases on government 
funding to support its social-service programmes, it tends to be conservative 
about radical policy changes. [EPS] 
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ASSEMBLY WELCOMES NEW MEMBER CHURCHES 


Six denominations were added to the membership of the World Council of 
Churches at the opening plenary session of its Seventh Assembly. 


The three new 'full members' are the Philippine [Anglican] Episcopal Church, 
Free Pentecostal Mission Church of Chile, and Dutch Reformed Mission Church 
(NGSK) in South Africa. 


The three new ‘associate members' are the Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Baptist Association of El Salvador, and Salvadorean Lutheran Synod. 


(With a few exceptions, WCC full members have more than 25 000 members; 
associate members have between 10 000 and 25 000 members.) All votes on new 
member churches were unanimous, except for an abstention on the new South 
African member, by the [Anglican] Church of the Province of West Africa. 


The new members bring the WCC total to 316. (There had been 311 members, but 
since one German member has reunited in the wake of the unification of the two 
Germanys, the WCC membership total was briefly reduced to 310.) 


Besides the new members, 31 denominations which have become WCC members since 
the previous assembly, in 1983, were formally recognized. 


WCC Moderator Heinz—Joachim Held called the assembly to order as, in the words 
of its constitution, 'a fellowship of churches which confess the Lord Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, and therefore seek to 
fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit'. 


Several welcomes were extended at the opening session. Arthur Malcolm, an 
Australian Anglican bishop who is also an Aborigine, urged delegates to 'share 
the dreamings of my people in obtaining respect for them and for getting some 
type of repayments for use of their land'. 


Lois O'Donoghue, chair of the government Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Commission, urged church help to ‘obtain recognition for the indigenous people 
in this nation and to help us in our hard work to develop a treaty that will 
include a process of reconciliation’. 


Oliver Heyward, an Australian Anglican bishop who is president of the 
Australian Council of Churches, spoke briefly about problems of church unity 
in Australia, and asked the assembly 'to work together to present to our 
warring world an authentic truth from our Saviour who is the Prince of Peace'. 


Responding to the welcomes, W.P. Khotso Makhulu, one of the seven WCC 
presidents, and Anglican archbishop for central Africa, observed, 'We do not 
know you until we come to you. You are not seen until we are in your midst.' 


Also at the first session, delegates approved an amendment to the WCC 
constitution which provides that the assembly itself (rather than the WCC 
Central Committee) elects up to five Central Committee members who belong to 
WCC associate member churches. 


Assembly committees were also elected. 
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ECUTEXT: Opening Address By Central Committee Moderator 


[These are slightly edited Assembly opening remarks by Heinz Joachim Held, 
moderator of the Central Committeee of the World Council of Churches. ] 


In our singing and our prayers we have called upon the Triune God, and so I 
now open this Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches in the name of 
God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. We have gathered here remembering 
the vocation of the World Council of Churches as ‘a fellowship of churches 
which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the 
scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the 
glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit'. 


As Moderator of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches I am 
pleased and honoured to welcome you all to this Assembly: the delegates from 
our member churches; the advisers and observers; but also the many guests 
present with us, especially the participants from Australia who are at the 
same time our hosts and for their part will also welcome us in the course of 
these sessions. 


At this point let us remember the many women and men who have been involved, 
with us and before us, in the ecumenical movement and in the work of the World 
Council and whom God has called from our midst since our last Assembly: 


our first two general secretaries, Dr Willem Adolf Visser 't Hooft and Dr 
Eugene Carson Blake and Dr Charles Ranson, the last General Secretary of the 
International Missionary Council. 


the former presidents, Dr Martin Niemoller, Archbishop Michael Ramsey, Dr John 
Coventry Smith, Dr Cynthia Wedel, Bishop Alphaeus Zulu and General T. B. 
Simatupang; 

the former deputy or Assistant General Secretaries Dr Robert Mackie, Bishop 
Stephen Neill, Dr Norman Goodall and Victor E. W. Hayward; 


our former Vice-Moderator Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon; 


the former staff directors Professor Nils Ehrenstrom, Professor Nikos 
Nissiotis and Professor Hans-Heinrich Wolf; 


and Dr Kathleen Bliss, a leading ecumenist right from the start. 


Perhaps God's most precious gifts in the life of the church and in our 
personal lives are those people who have become witnesses to his Gospel for 
us, as fathers and mothers in the faith and as guides in obedience to the 
ecumenical calling of our churches. We remember them with gratitude and with 
assurance. I should like very much to remind you of a saying of the Latin 
Church Father Jerome which is a great favourite of mine: 


Let us not lament that we have lost them but be grateful that we have had them 
and indeed still have them, for they have merely gone ahead of us. 


The war in the Persian Gulf and the threat to the democratic developments in 
many countries and in all the continents, but also the undiminished threat to 
life from hunger, disease and the misuse of power, and the unsatisfied longing 
for genuine faith in God and for life to have meaning, call for our response. 
[EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Statement of the Pre-Assembly Women's Meeting 


[This is a slightly edited text of a statement of the Pre-Assembly Women's 
Meeting which was held in Canberra, Australia 4-6 February. ] 


At such a time as this, a time of war, of distress, of grief and of fear, we 
gathered together for the Pre-Assembly Women's Meeting of the Seventh Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. Over 300 women, and a few invited men, from 
member churches throughout the world, met in Canberra, Australia, 3-6 February 
1991. 


We discussed, from our perspectives as women, the theme 'Come, Holy Spirit - 
Renew the Whole Creation!' We knew that this Spirit was among us as the 
enabling energy of God, identified as Ruach, the feminine Hebrew word for 
Spirit. Ruach hovered over the waters before God created the world. We knew 
that we were close to and carried by the Spirit, an energy which permeates 
God's whole creation. 


We are painfully aware that God's creation is being violated by a war that 
ravages the Gulf region. Women, youth and children who are the primary victims 
of any war are at the centre of our concern. This brings to our consciousness 
the wars and the warlike situations in other parts of the world. We call for 
an immediate ceasefire and peaceful solutions to conflict in the Gulf region, 
as well as in other situations of conflict. 


We know that this war of unprecedented proportions is placing even greater 
burdens on a crisis-ridden global economic order. AS a_ consequence, 
marginalized and poor women, youth and children including those from wealthy 
nations but particularly in the Third and Fourth World are the hardest hit. In 
addition to this, women and children experience the violence generated by a 
militaristic culture even in the privacy of their homes. 


At such a time as this, our Aboriginal sisters shared their experiences of 
suffering in a context where their land has been wrested from them and their 
culture undermined. We were moved to solidarity with indigenous peoples all 
over the world who engage in struggles to reclaim their lost heritage and to 
reaffirm their spirituality and identity. 


We shared with each other stories of struggle - the Holy Spirit moving among 
women around the world, empowering them to challenge forces of death and 
destruction. Women's demands for peace with justice manifest themselves in new 
forms of resistance in peoples movements everywhere. We stand in solidarity 
with all women, including women of other faiths, in seeking the renewal of 
human community and the renewal of all creation. 


After three years of the initiation of the Ecumenical Decade of the Churches 
in Solidarity with Women by the World Council of Churches in 1988, we 
recognise that it has been launched by many churches around the world. Women 
have embraced the Decade with great enthusiasm - as an opportunity to share 
their gifts to build a prophetic community of women and men. 


At such a time as this, drawing from our spiritual experience we express our 
deep hope in the renewing energy of the Holy Spirit and commit ourselves to 
continue our struggle for a community which will work for justice, peace and 
the integrity of creation. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Statement of the WCC Executive Committee on the Gulf crisis 


[This is a text of a statement issued (6 February) by the Executive Committee 
of the World Council of Churches on the crisis in the (Persian) Gulf.] 


As the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meets on the eve 
of the Seventh Assembly, a war of ominous proportions and tragic consequences 
is escalating in the Gulf. The theme of the Assembly, ‘Come, Holy Spirit, 
Renew the Whole Creation', assumes a special significance as it directly 
challenges us now to pray and act for peace in the face of the mounting threat 
to humankind and to all God's creation. 


The Seventh Assembly will make a public statement on this issue on the basis 
of a thorough and careful assessment of the situation. The Executive Committee 
prays that the Assembly may become an occasion for united action and witness 
for peace, and that its message may be one of comfort at this time of 
affliction, courage at this time of tribulation and hope at this time of 
anguish and despair. 


The Executive Committee upholds in its intercessions all victims of the 
crisis, all those suffering in this war, and all those at risk. It prays for 
those who make decisions that they may be granted courage and wisdom to pursue 
the path of peace. 


The Committee joins with people of all faiths in common prayers and endeavours 
for peace. It prays especially for the followers of the three religions which 
originated in the region. 


The Executive Committee recalls the act of covenant at the WCC World 
Convocation on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation in Seoul (March 
1990) ‘for a comprehensive notion of security that takes the legitimate 
interests of all nations and peoples into account ... through the overcoming 
of the institution of war as a means to resolve conflicts and through the 
rejection and overcoming of the spirit, logic and practice of deterrence with 
weapons of mass destruction'... The Executive Committee therefore appeals to 
all parties in the conflict for an immediate cessation of hostilities and 
negotiations for an end to the war and the resolution of the crisis. It urges 
all concerned to take bold initiatives to stop the spiral of violence and 
death. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.39 
TWO MILLION AUSTRALIANS SAY THEY HAVE NO RELIGION 


About two million Australians say they have no religion. Figures on religion 
just released from the 1986 national census showed that 12.7 percent of the 
population claimed no faith, an increase from the 1971 census. The Australian 
Bureau of Statistics says 75 percent of Australians call themselves 
Christians. Roman Catholics make up the main church with 26 percent (4.1 
million) out of a population of 17 million. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Exchanges Between British and Indian Reformed Parishes 


[Since 1984 Trinity United Reformed Church, Lancaster (England), and St John's 
Church of South India, Vellor, have exchanged teams of visitors. This edited 
item which appeared in Reform, a publication of the URC, details views of two 
CSI Christians on their last visit to Lancaster] 


The voluntary help rendered to the needy through various organizations like 
Talking Newspaper, Hospice, Cheshire Home, etc. by the members of Trinity's 
congregation was very impressive. We also sensed a fair degree of awareness 
among the church members of the poverty and consequent problems of Third World 
countries. It was also apparent that the large sums of money raised for Bible 
Society, Leprosy Mission and such other organizations were in fact not large 
donations from a few individuals but the ‘widow's mite' from a large number of 
ordinary members of the church. 


Special mention must be made of the worship service for elderly people. The 
way the volunteers from the church brought the elderly people from their 
homes, conducted a worship service and then had a time of tea and fellowship 
with them was very touching. We also had the privilege of staying with and 
having at least one meal with many families in the congregation. 


We feel that the age-old saying ‘The family that prays together stays 
together’ is particularly relevant in this context. We wonder how many 
families do have family prayers these days. The only other occasion in which 
the young ones get exposed to the word of God and Christian values is probably 
the morning assembly in some schools, one of which we had the privilege of 
attending. 


The congregation of Trinity had a fairly vivid and detailed exposure to the 
situations (church-related and other) in a Third World country. The fact that 
the four of us who visited them actually belonged originally to four different 
denominational backgrounds (Syrian Orthodox, Anglican, LMS and CMS) and yet 
were worshipping together as part of the Church of South India at St John's, 
Vellore, showed (we hope!) ecumenism and unity in action. 


The people in general and our hosts in particular must have had a good 
exposure to the strengths and weaknesses of the Eastern and Western ways of 
life - social customs, views on family and marriage, relative affluence and 
poverty, etc. 


Following our visit some further developments have taken place in our 
congregations. We have ‘Lancaster news' and 'Vellore news' columns in our 
bulletins. We have encouraged our young people from both congregations to 
become pen-friends. We have set apart one Sunday in a year as 
Lancaster-Vellore Fellowship Sunday. We exchange birthday cards between the 
two churches. Steps are also taken to have an exchange of visiting teams 
between the churches regularly. 


It was William Barclay who wrote, ‘There are thousands of people who 
themselves abandon all Christian standards and who quite consciously depend on 
those who do accept Christian standards to hold society and civilisation 
together. That is why the responsibility of the church to be the leaven of 
society was never greater than it is today.' Having seen the life and witness 
of the congregation at Lancaster, we believe that this is exactly what they 
are trying to do — to be a leaven in society. [EPS] 
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EPS at the WCC Seventh Assembly 


Six issues of EPS are being mailed from Geneva during the Assembly. ‘The 
remaining issues are scheduled for 15, 18, 20, 22 February. 


Daily EPS coverage is also being provided to those who requested it, by fax, 
e-mail, or telex. 


EPS address till 22 February: WCC Seventh Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra 
ACT 2601, Australia. 


EPS phone numbers: 61-6/257.6746 (6-20 February) or 61-6/249.5426 
(21-22 February) 


EPS fax numbers: 61-6/257.6797 (6-20 February) or 61-6/249.5427 
(21-22 February) 


EPS telex number (6-20 Feburary): 10723354. 


EPS is also contactable in Canberra by e-mail on Quest Network International. 
The address is 6007:WCCO1O0. 
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ROUNDUP : GULF WAR AND ABORIGINAL PRESENCE DOMINATE FIRST DAYS OF ASSEMBLY 


Aboriginal issues in Australia and the war in the (Persian) Gulf dominated the 
first several days of the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches, 
in Canberra. 


Before the assembly began, Aboriginal concerns came to the fore when WCC 
delegations visited two Aboriginal communities and reported that racism in 
Australia ‘is not just horrific, but genocidal’. The delegations described 
Aborigines - descendants of the earliest known inhabitants of Australia - as a 
people 'demoralized:by exclusion (from) decision-making processes in virtually 
every area that determines their lives’. 


Two pre-assembly conferences - one for women, the other for youth, each 
involving about 300 participants from many countries - also highlighted 
Aboriginal issues. In addition, the youth expressed concern about’ the 
proportion of youth (people 27 and younger) among assembly delegates (about 

12 percent, the target was 20). 


Worship which opened the assembly (7 February), held in a special tent set up 
on a sports oval at the Australian National University, began with an 
Aboriginal cleansing ceremony involving smoke from burning gum leaves, and a 
traditional ritual with a ‘message stick', in which Aborigines gave permission 
for assembly participants to enter the land. The 3500-seat worship tent 
featured many large banners of Aboriginal art. A didgeridoo (an Aboriginal 
wind instrument) was often used to call people to worship during the assembly. 


Preaching at opening worship, Paul Reeves (both a former governor-general and 
a former Anglican archbishop of New Zealand) spoke of the spirituality of 
indigenous peoples across the world, who cherish the land as their mother. He 
linked this with the WCC emphasis on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. Reeves, now the Anglican Communion representative at the United 
Nations in New York, also said that the Gulf war reflects four great evils - 
injustice, economic inequality, militarism, and environmental destruction. It 
is, he declared, ‘neither holy nor just’. 


The war figured prominently in an opening address to the second plenary of the 
assembly given later the same day by Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke. He 
also addressed the dismantling of apartheid in South Africa (which he 
described as the ‘richest vindication' of WCC principles), and Aboriginal 
concerns. 


In reply, Paulos Gregorios, an Oriental Orthodox hierarch from India who is 
one of the seven WCC presidents, took issue with some of Hawke's points. 
Gregorios received sustained applause when he outlined concerns’ many 
Christians feel about the Gulf war, about changes in South Africa, and about 
the way to achieve freedom and dignity for Aborigines. 


In his report to the assembly, also on its first day, WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro outlined the ‘unimaginable changes' which have occurred in 
recent years, observing that ‘the Spirit is blowing afresh in this world’. 


On church unity, Castro cautioned that unless people in the ecumenical 
movement expect something to happen ‘in this domain where we have a specific 
responsibility’, it will be difficult to ‘carry credibility’ or ‘dream of a 
renewal of the whole creation’. (over) 
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Castro added: ‘We are able to be together in confronting the most divisive 
problems of humankind, but we are not able to heal our own history and to 
recognise each other within our common tradition’. 


A two-part theological introduction to the assembly theme, ‘Come, Holy Spirit 
- Renew the Whole Creation', came the next day (8 February). Parthenios, 
Eastern Orthodox patriarch of Alexandria (in Egypt) and All Africa, said the 
Struggle for unity has no room for neutrality or standing aside, but must 
continue uninterrupted as our obedience to the desire and work of the Holy 
Spirit. Because he was not able to attend the assembly, his address was read 
out by another Eastern Orthodox delegate. 


Then, Chung Hyun-Kyung, a South Korean Reformed theologian, argued for a 
vision of a new creation the Spirit is building. Her vision was based on 
living in harmony with the earth, a shift from ‘dualism' to ‘inter- 
connectionalism', and a ‘culture of life' instead of a ‘culture of death'. In 
a colourful but provocative opening, Chung and a group of Korean and 
Aboriginal dancers invoked the spirits of the many people in history who had 
died at the hands of oppressors. In the wake of some criticism that her 
presentation included pagan or syncretistic (a mixture from different 
religions) elements, she invited her ‘Orthodox brothers to a public debate' on 
such issues. 


One place where criticism of the Chung presentation surfaced was at a meeting 
of Eastern and Oriental Orthodox participants. One of them, Constance Tarasar, 
director for unity and relationships at the (US) National Council of Churches, 
noted that ‘the Orthodox have a long history of responding to different 
cultures', but, she said, there are limits to what it is legitimate to 
incorporate into Christian theology and practice. ‘You can't just take 
something that isn't Christian and just name it Christian', she observed. 


In another plenary, four ecumenical veterans reflected on the four assembly 
sub-themes - ‘Giver of Life - Sustain Your Creation', ‘Spirit of Truth - Set 
Us Free', ‘Spirit of Unity - Reconcile Your People', and 'Holy Spirit - 
Transform and Sanctify Us'. 


A news conference (8 February) addressed the Gulf conflict. Oriental Orthodox 
(Armenian) Archbishop Aram Keshishian of Lebanon said that the war is not only 
local or regional, but a third world war with ‘far-reaching, destructive 
global implications'. He said it was neither holy, religious, nor just, but a 
war with definite military, political, and economic purposes. Edmond Browning, 
presiding bishop of the US-based Episcopal (Anglican) Church, said US 
religious leaders are drafting a major statement in which they plan to urge 
action by individuals and groups to protest the war. 


One gcue \chnitd, day, assembly participants were offered two dramatic 
presentations. One, 'The Spirit Speaks to the Churches', highlighted signs of 
the Spirit at work in the world, such as changes in eastern Europe and the 
pastoral care of AIDS sufferers. The other featured children, assembly 
delegates, and representatives of other faiths, and used drama, choreography, 
songs, and testimonies, to focus on justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation. Then came a procession for peace through the centre of Canberra, 
followed by worship and an all-night prayer vigil at the worship tent. An 
18-hour fast was called in connection with those events. 


The program of the first Sunday of the assembly (February 10) saw a 
celebration of the eucharist using the Lima Liturgy, and an evening in a 
Canberra park, ‘Gathering Under the Southern Cross', prepared as a welcome to 
assembly participants and an overview of Australian history and society. (EPS) 
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APARTHEID CHANGES ‘VINDICATE WCC' SAYS AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER 


Recent moves to dismantle apartheid in South Africa represent the ‘richest 
vindication' of principles of the World Council of Churches, according to 
Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke. 


Addressing a plenary session on the first day of the WCC Seventh Assembly, 
Hawke said that ‘with its moral authority, the council has laid bare the 
ethical bankruptcy of South Africa's racist ideology', and WCC efforts ‘have 
played a prominent role in the broad international movement seeking to end the 
oppression and misery that apartheid has caused’. 


Hawke added that Australia has also led international opposition to apartheid, 
and ‘now we are starting to see proof that our commitment is bearing 

fruit .... We together have brought South Africa to its senses'. In the light 
of the ‘decisive developments’ of the South African government's most recent 
commitments to dismantle legislation underpinning apartheid, he _ said, 
Australia is moving to lift international sanctions against Pretoria ‘in 
phases, matching the actual achievement of promised and prospective reform’. 


Hawke said the WCC also deserves credit for its role in helping to bring about 
recent developments which have led to the political changes throughout the 
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, and the consequent easing of superpower 
tensions and of the nuclear arms race. 


However, he said, the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait last August poses ‘the gravest 
threat' to what has become a generally positive outlook in world affairs. On 
Australian support of allied forces in the Gulf, Hawke said that while 
Australians yearn for peace, ‘there are times when you can't just talk about 
peace ... you must do the hard work necessary to protect and guarantee it'. 


Stating that the underlying causes of Middle East conflict must be eliminated, 
Hawke said he hopes the governments undertaking this task will be strengthened 
by the leaders of the Christian, Jewish and Muslim faiths, which have their 
origins in the region, ‘as they seek to build new bridges of understanding and 
tolerance’. 


On Aboriginal affairs, Hawke said ‘Australia's settlement by European 
colonists was achieved only at the expense of the Aboriginal people'. He 
acknowledged the WCC's ‘long record of active involvement on behalf of 
Aboriginal and Islander people', saying the council ‘rightly places an 
emphasis on a message of concern' for them. 


While acknowledging that Aborigines have endured a 'long and tragic history of 
demoralisation and despair', that conditions in some Aboriginal communities 
are inadequate, and that government policies previously often had been 
‘misguided or plain wrong', Hawke outlined four recent government initiatives 
aimed at giving Aborigines improved living conditions, self-determination, and 
land rights, and which began a process for seeking ‘a path to reconciliation’ 
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians. 


‘Churches in Australia can play - as they have often played in the past - a 
valuable role in keeping political parties honest on these issues', he said. 


In reply, Paulos Gregorios, an Oriental Orthodox patriarch from India who is 
one of the seven WCC presidents, received sustained applause as he picked up 
the three main issues in the Hawke speech. (over) 
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He said despite the legislative changes in South Africa, ‘the structures of 
democracy and justice are not yet in place'. Support for the powerless should 
be maintained because they ‘feel so helpless that they will not have enough 
say in deciding the future structures of South African economy’. 


On the Gulf war, Gregorios said that while nobody questions the need for Iraq 
to leave Kuwait, ‘there is genuine doubt about the means taken to make Iraq do 
that’. 


On Aboriginal affairs, he said the most important aspect was the need to 
educate ‘the dominant community to change its attitudes towards Aboriginal 
people'. Rather than policy makers trying to absorb them into the mainstream 
by making decisions for them, Aborigines ‘should have the privilege of giving 
expression to their needs and aspirations in ways that they choose’ so they 
might ‘stand tall and free, with dignity, in their own land'. (EPS) 


EPS 91.02.43 
CHINESE, KOREAN REPRESENTATIVES SHARE AN HISTORIC MOMENT 


Regional representatives to the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches shared in an historic moment (8 February) when they received personal 
greetings by church leaders from (North) Korea and China. 


This is the first time since the early 1950s that Chinese delegates have been 
able to attend an assembly (EPS 91.01.33). 


At the first Asian Regional meeting of the assembly, Bishop Wang of Shanghai 
gave a brief word of greeting and thanks on behalf of the three-person 
delegation from the China Christian Council (CCC). 'This is a time of great 
joy for us', he said. 


In response, moderator of the regional meeting, Soritua Nababan (Batak 
Protestant Christian Church) of Indonesia said 'For years we have prayed in 
these assemblies that our friends from China will be among us. Now that time 
has come. Praise God.' 


A second greeting came from Ko Gi-Jun, secretary general of the Central 
Committee of the Korean Christian Federation and head of a four-person 
delegation from North Korea. Ko spoke of the longing by churches in North and 
South Korea for reunification of their countries, and urged the continued 
support of the world-wide Church to help this occur. 


Meanwhile, a potential highlight of the Canberra Assembly could be the 
acceptance of the China Christian Council (CCC) as a full member of the WCC, 
Ninan Koshy, director of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, a sub-unit of the World Council of Churches, said 11 February. 


He hoped that a definite statement on the CCC's reinduction into the WCC will 
be made before the end of the Assembly. Noting the ‘larger political 
involvement, ' he said the negotiations have included consultations with the 
Presbyterian Church in Taiwan. (EPS) 
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ASSEMBLY PANEL CONSIDERS ISSUES OF JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION 


The time has come for commitments and the culmination of ecumenical work on 
issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation (JPIC), says Khotso 
Makhulu, one of the seven presidents of the World Council of Churches and 
Anglican archbishop of Central Africa. He was introducing a JPIC plenary 

(9 February) during the WCC Seventh Assembly. 


Another plenary speaker, Marga Buhrig, a Swiss Reformed educator who is also a 
WCC president, said the future of both the JPIC and the WCC depends on the 
commitment of assembly participants. 


She said the previous assembly, in Vancouver in 1983, adopted the word 
‘covenant' with regard to JPIC issues as an expression of faith, and an act of 
dedication and trust in God. It was a declaration that ‘we leave behind the 
issue of "a just war"' and develop a ‘culture of non-violence', she said. 


She expressed hope that the delegates and the church will be part of such a 
covenant, but, she cautioned, ‘a long road lies ahead of us. We can only go 
forward with the help of the Holy Spirit.' 


Focusing on ecological questions, she spoke of the degradation of the 
environment because of deforestation and use of dangerous agricultural 
chemicals. Complementing her presentation was a video showing the destruction 
of the environment by human activities. 


Another panelist, Stanley Harakas, an Eastern Orthodox theologian from the 
United States, said ‘the challenge of Vancouver' has not been met, even though 
‘we have come to this stage after a series of careful steps'. 


He said justice still continues to elude humanity, ‘the world still burns with 
wars', including the latest outbreak in which ‘the waters of the (Persian) 
Gulf are burning.' 


He said JPIC is a challenge to ‘quench those fires of suffering which are 
visible through violence, famine, and homelessness. He said through studying 
and sharing, Christians and church bodies can come to realize that there are 
resources in the Christian faith ‘we can draw from to achieve our goals' of 
peace and justice. 


Another panelist, Nicaraguan Baptist theologian Brenda Ruiz-Peres said the war 
in the Gulf has turned world attention away from the ecological degradation in 
Latin America led by multi-national companies from the developed countries. 
She said mining and lumbering companies have turned thousands of acres of 
tracts of land to commercial ventures which have deprived the poor of their 
land and turned them into poorly paid labourers on their own land. 


This, she said, has resulted in over-exploitation of the land as the poor turn 
to alternative ways of survival such as fishing and hunting. 'All of us should 
listen to the voices crying out in pain among the women, children, and the 
poor', she said. (EPS) 
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KOREAN THEOLOGIAN REJECTS ‘MACHO, WARRIOR GOD' 


Chung Hyun-Kyung, professor of theology and a member of the Presbyterian 
Church in the Republic of (South) Korea, made a dramatic entrance and exit, 
and received a standing ovation at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches (8 February). In between, she hammered home a strong message in a 
soft voice. 


Entering along with 16 young Australian Koreans, she joined with two 
Aboriginal dancers and called out names of persons in history who underwent a 
tragic death. Following her call to their spirits, she burned the list and let 
the ashes drift upward. 


In both her news conference and her presentation, Chung made a strong plea for 
the reunification of North and South Korea, which she called the last victim 
of World War II. ‘We are calling the year 1995 the year of the Jubilee when it 
will be 50 years since our country was divided by forces from the West and the 
East. We are calling for reunification by that time', she said. 


One of two people to deliver a plenary address on the assembly theme, 'Come, 
Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation', she asked, ‘What do we mean by this 
prayer? Oh God, we messed up again, come and fix up all our problems?' Calling 
such prayers infantile, she said, 'I know that I no longer believe in an 
omnipotent, macho, warrior God who rescues all good guys and punishes all bad 
guys. Rather, I rely on the compassionate God who weeps with us for life in 
the midst of cruel destruction of life.' 


Chung called for three changes. One was for ‘our generation to learn how to 
live with the earth, promoting harmony, sustainability and diversity'. 


The second was a shift from ‘dualism’ to ‘inter-connectionalism'. Among the 
dualisms she questioned as organisational principles were ‘body and spirit, 
man and woman, black and white, poor and rich'. 


The third change she urged was from a culture of death to a culture of life. 
‘What is happening right now in the Persian Gulf shows the best example of the 
culture of death', she said. 'The way the conflict is solved is through 
killing the enemy. By abolishing the conflicting part, they think they will 
achieve peace. Peace achieved by this kind of violence, however, will only 
lead the world into greater oppression’, she said. 


Chung urged the assembly to ‘use the energy of the Holy Spirit to tear apart 
all walls of division and the culture of death which separate us. Let us 
participate in the Holy Spirit's political economy of life', she added, 
‘fighting for our life on this earth in solidarity with all living beings.’ 


Supporting the principle that people have the chance to hear and respond to 
the gospel in their own language and culture, she said that for that to 
happen, people must be ‘set free from the spell of mammon', that is, from 
‘exploiting, breaking, and killing people in order to possess more wealth'. 


She said mammon divides people, and is ‘active not just in the Gulf, but 
everywhere. It is in such places as the division of North and South Korea, 
apartheid in South Africa, genocide of indigenous people in Australia, the 
Americas and many other parts of the world, devaluation of women and children, 
and the eco-cide of the earth.' (EPS) 
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TEN THOUSAND GATHER 'UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS' 


An estimated 10 000 people gathered in a park in the centre of Canberra for a 
dynamic and colourful presentation (Sunday night, 10 February) to welcome the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches, and explain something of 
Australian life. 


The evening, ‘Gathering Under the Southern Cross', featured music, costumes, 
banners, drama, and video footage to present aspects of Australian history, 
contemporary Australian society, and Australian perspectives on assembly 
issues. 


The production took 15 months of planning and six months of rehearsals by more 
than 1000 actors and singers, including a massed choir of adults and children 
from across the Australian state of New South Wales, supported by a 45-piece 
band. 


The first of three segments, ‘Introducing Ourselves’, used choreography, song, 
and surprise costumes under the singers' gowns, to present a picture of the 
different components of Australian society. 


The second segment gave an overview oof Australian ‘priorities and 
enthusiasms', with a blend of sound effects, songs, banners, video footage and 
a passing parade of sports players, football cheer leaders, beer drinkers, 
racing punters, suburban families, beach sunbathers, tourists, consumers, and 
even church-goers. This segment led to prayers of intercession. 


The third segment, ‘Why and When We Came Here', looked at Australia's social 
history, from the Aboriginal Dreamtime of tens of thousands of years ago to 
the start of European settlement in the form of convicts sent to the 
Australian colonies beginning at the end of the 18th century, the gold rushes 
of the 1850s, nationhood in 1901, the 1950s immigration boom, and the arrival 
of Vietnamese boat people. 


Prayers and songs were designed around the themes, illustrated by video 
footage projected on to a huge screen. The video screen also enabled over 30 
Australians from across the country to share their thoughts on the assembly 
themes. 


The presentation was directed and produced by Stan Stewart, a Uniting Church 
minister from Sydney. (EPS) 


EPS 91.02.47 
LATIN AMERICANS DEPLORE USE OF FORCE IN THE PERSIAN GULF 


The Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) has deplored the United Nations 
resolution authorizing the use of force to resolve the (Persian) Gulf crisis. 
The ecumenical body wrote to the Security Council on behalf of 120 Evangelical 
(Protestant) churches in Latin America that ‘use of arms will not solve the 
conflicts in the Middle East, but will instead aggravate them'. It noted that 
this is the first time the UN has ‘applied the logic of war instead of peace 
and dialogue'. CLAI says it believes it is still possible to correct the 
decision. 'Unyielding or haughty positions should be avoided', the letter 
Says. (EPS) 
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LEBANESE ARCHBISHOP: GULF WAR IS WORLD WAR III 


The war in the (Persian) Gulf is not local regional, but a third world war 
with ‘far-reaching, destructive global implications', according to Oriental 
Orthodox (Armenian) Archbishop Aram Keshishian of Lebanon. He said it is not 
‘a religious war, a holy war, or a just war', but, rather one with definite 
political, military, and economic purposes. 


Addressing a media conference at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches (9 February), Keshishian said the war is a conflict between ‘a 
superpower which claims to be the policeman of the world' in a coalition of 
about 30 nations, and a ‘regional power that intends to claim regional 
domination in the Middle East'. He said there are 'many possibilities' for an 
immediate ceasefire, but that the coalition fighting Iraq has moved beyond the 
UN mandate for the war, and is not interested in a peaceful settlement. 


He said all Middle East conflicts are inter-related - ‘you cannot draw a 
demarcation between them' - and the resolution of the Iraq-Kuwait conflict 
necessarily involves addressing all Middle East tensions. 


Keshishian was supported at the conference by Edmond Browning, presiding 
bishop of the US-based Episcopal (Anglican) Church.- He was one of 18 US 
religious leaders who visited Jerusalem, Syria and Iraq last December. 
Subsequently he held private talks with US President George Bush and US 
Secretary of State James Baker, who are both Episcopalians. 


Browning said his advice to Bush was that war would be in no one's interests, 
and would earn the United States 'the enmity of the Arab world for the next 50 
years'. When Bush then showed him Amnesty International documents 9 about 
alleged atrocities by Iraqis in Kuwait, Browning says he told Bush that war 
will not ‘transform that evil', adding that the US government had many Amnesty 
reports documenting similar human rights violations in South Africa, Syria, 
Saudi Arabia, and other nations, but had taken no comparable action. 


Emphasising that the scale of the war was 'so disproportionate’ to the desired 
outcome, Browning said that given the devastation caused by modern military 
equipment, he rejected any notion of a just war. ‘I believe that if Augustine 
and Aquinas were alive now, and had to contend with the Smart Bomb, they would 
not have reached the just war theory that they did', he said. He expressed 
fear this war will see the use of weapons more horrific than any used so far. 


Browning said a large group of US church leaders is working on an ecumenical 
call to church members about the war. He said the call, to be completed later 
this month, will urge members to consider very seriously their response to the 
war, and suggest actions that could be taken, including certain acts of civil 
disobedience, and providing sanctuary to those objecting to military call-up. 


Browning said that while polls suggest that 85 percent of US citizens support 
the war, he interprets that as indicating they are ‘hoping and praying for the 
safe return of their men and women'. He said peace negotiations should be 
entrusted to the United Nations, which ‘has the opportunity to forge peace in 
a way that it hasn't been able to before'. He said the media tend to portray 
the war as ‘very painless', without the destruction that is really going on. 


Asked which side God is on, Browning, quoting General Secretary Gabriel Habib 
of the Middle East Council of Churches, said God ‘is on the side of those who 
are suffering'. (EPS) 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.02.49 
WHO WILL LEAD THE PROCESSION? INCIDENT PROMPTS PUBLIC HURT, APOLOGY 


A difference of understanding about who was to lead a procession for peace at 
the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches led to public hurt, and, 
the next morning, a public apology by the person responsible for organising 
the liturgical walk. 


Representatives of Aborigines - descendants of the first known inhabitants of 
Australia - said they understood they were to lead the procession. But the 
procession organiser, Dorothy McMahon, a white Uniting Church in Australia 
minister, said she thought children were to lead. (That was also indicated in 
some advance information prepared on the walk.) When told to let the children 
go first, the Aboriginal contingent stood aside - many of them weeping - and 
waited till last. Some others joined them at the end. 


Arriving at the campus just as worship was about to start, the Aboriginal 
contingent encircled the worship tent singing 'We Shall Overcome'. Those in 
the tent joined in, though many were apparently unaware of the pain behind 
that song till, later during the evening, a Native American from the United 
States sang a song. He dedicated it to the Aborigines who ‘once again were 
pushed to the back, like they have been for the past 200 years' (a reference 
to the arrival of Europeans in Australia in 1788). 


The next morning, at the beginning of the ecumenical eucharist, McMahon (noted 
for her work for human rights and justice for Aborigines and others), UCA 
President Ron Wilson, and WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro jointly 
addressed the incident from the worship platform. 


In retrospect, McMahon said, she understood that her tone in insisting that 
the children were to lead could be heard by Aborigines as yet another example 
of whites telling them what to do, without consulting with them. Both McMahon 
and Wilson offered apologies and asked for forgiveness for the incident. 


Castro thanked them for their words, adding, 'The opening of wounds is one way 
to allow the healing power of the Holy Spirit to enter.' He also invited 
Aborigines present to join him, Wilson, McMahon, and the WCC presidents, to 
exchange expressions of peace and commune together later in the liturgy. 


The eucharist itself brought together a rich variety of musical settings and 
languages. The presiding minister was John Samuel, a bishop of the (United) 
Church of Pakistan who is general secretary of the Christian Conference of 
Asia. Sharing worship leadership with him were ordained ministers and others 
from several Christian traditions and parts of the world. 


The preacher, Jacqueline Grant, a Methodist pastor from the United States, 
focused on questions of war and peace and justice. Drawing heavily on her 
experience as an African- American woman, she warned that because people often 
become proficient in what they study, there is much wisdom in the traditional 
Spiritual, ‘Ain't Gonna Study War No More'. She also stressed a concept of 
peace which includes justice, and is not just the absence of war. 


Suggesting that Christianity is to be centred as much on the Holy Spirit ('the 
divine equalizer') as it is on Jesus Christ, Grant noted that because Jesus is 
a historical figure, to some extent the story about him can be manipulated by 
those who tell it. But, she said, the Holy Spirit ‘defies this mind of 
captivity'. (EPS) 
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MUSLIM ASSEMBLY GUEST CALLS FOR STRENGTHENING OF INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE 


If the (Persian) Gulf war were to degenerate into a Jihad (Islamic holy war), 
it would ‘devastate our dialogue efforts', said Ishaq Oloyede, a Muslim 
professor from Nigeria. 


Oloyede was addressing the plenary session on behalf of the Assembly's ten 
guests of faiths other than Christianity (11 February). 


That would ‘constitute a great obstacle to the Spirit of unity and efforts in 
reconciling the people', he said, adding that ‘only a devil will obstruct the 
Holy Spirit’. 


He said as a Muslim from Nigeria, socio, political, and economic inequalities 
are the real obstacles in the path of dialogue for ‘religion has ceased to be 
one'. Unfortunately, he added, ‘the socio-religious struggle and competitions 
are being manifested through and in religious language’. 


Many political and economic conflicts are dressed in religious garb by 
political authorities, he said. He added that this was an indication that 
these authorities recognise that many people value and are committed to 
religion. 


Oloyede called upon the Assembly to ‘continue to work, if not struggle, for 
socio-economic justice, equality and freedom. Then we can liberate the dignity 
and integrity of religion from the stains of economic and political hardship.' 


He noted that peaceful co-existence would follow if people understood - not 
necessarily were converted to - the positions of their neighbours. He asked 
his audience not to ‘arrogate to ourselves the ability to do what God had 
deliberately left undone, then we shall enjoy the richness of plurality.' 


He asked the Assembly to ‘concede dignity and the right to live to others, 
including generations yet unborn, then we shall collaborate to collectively 
maintain and sustain the integrity of the environment of the global village’. 


After greeting the Assembly ‘in your name, Oh Lord', Oloyede thanked the WCC 
for extending hands of ‘fellowship in God' to members of other faiths. 


He added that to believe that others have their own gods is un-Christian for 
it amounts to belief in the existence of more than one God. 


Responding to Oloyede, WCC President Lois Wilson of the United Church of 
Canada said that though some delegates had doubts about having members of 
other faiths at a Christian gathering, most of those present warmly welcomed 
the guests. 


The guests include two Jews, two Hindus, two Buddhists, a Sikh and a Shintoist. 
(EPS) 
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PATRIARCH URGES GREATER EMPHASIS ON UNITY AND HOLINESS 


The struggle for unity has no room for neutrality or standing aside, but must 
continue uninterrupted, in faithfulness to the desire and work of the Holy 
Spirit. 


Parthenios, Eastern Orthodox patriarch of Alexandria (in Egypt) and All 
Africa, stressed this in an address prepared for the Seventh Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. He did not attend the assembly, it was announced, 
because of pastoral duties related to the Gulf war. So, his address was read 
to the assembly by Georges Tsetsis, the Geneva representative of the (Eastern 
Orthodox) Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


Focusing on the theme, ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation', 
Parthenios said: ‘May we realise the pain of our separation. It wounds Christ. 
We hinder the Holy Spirit's action and prevent his working with us.' 


Emphasising the unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit within the Godhead, 
he said ‘unity is not a vision yet unseen, nor just an unrealizable dream ... 
It exists invisibly in the Holy Trinity and in the church. Our search is for 
visible unity ... It is the daily striving of the churches ... It is for this 
that the Holy Spirit lives in the church.' 


Parthenios said the timing of such unity is not important - ‘unity may happen 
even tomorrow, or maybe later' - but cooperation with the will of the Holy 
Spirit demands that the quest for unity be sustained. He said unity will not 
be settled ‘by votes and counting heads', but rather that it requires love, 
humility, forgiveness, repentance, boldness, and confidence, ‘but good sense 
as well.' 


Especially, he said, it requires holiness. ‘We are used to thinking about the 
church's unity, catholicity, and apostolicity. But we forget about its 
holiness. ... Without holiness, nothing comes to fruition. ... The Spirit is 
holy, and the church is holy because the Spirit dwells in it.' 


Ministry and witness for unity, he said, begin with mission and evangelism in 
the name of Christ. This mission is unhurried, ‘without fanaticism and without 
proselytism at the expense of other religions and among ourselves’. 


Because ‘all tongues, nations, races, sexes, all kindreds, tribes, and people' 
belong to God, the church's journey has as its basic rule ‘the freedom of 
every religion and every conscience, and of the human spirit'. Striving for 
their freedom ‘is our ministry in the Holy Spirit', he said. 


And, he added, ‘We should never procrastinate or hesitate on the subject of 
freedom of religion, freedom of the church, and freedom of humanity. There is 
no room here for either compromise or procrastination.' He said the church's 
goal is the unity of the world, and the WCC ‘has rightly defined this journey 
as for all people, so that it may promote both the union of the churches and 
the unity of the world and the wholeness of creation’. 


Such unity ‘is not alien to the work of the Holy Spirit and the church. The 
Spirit blows where he wills, and we have no right, nor is it an act of love, 
for us to restrict his movement and his breathing, to bind him with fetters 
and barbed wire.' And, he said, this drives the church's passion for peace, 
justice and the integrity of the creation. ‘We must keep our world "very 
good", as God created it, for over it hovers the Holy Spirit’, he said. (EPS) 
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CHILDREN HELP ASSEMBLY REFLECT ON JUSTICE, PEACE, CREATION ISSUES 


Children played a leading role in bringing issues of justice, peace, and the 
integrity of creation (JPIC) into the spotlight on the third evening of the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches, in a procession, worship, 
and a dramatic presentation. 


After a plenary session on JPIC, assembly participants joined several hundred 
local supporters in a brief call to worship outside the National Convention 
Centre in Canberra. This included a call to fast for peace until the end of 
the celebration of the eucharist the next morning. 


Then, carrying flowers and placards, the crowd, estimated at about 4000, moved 
in a silent liturgical procession through the heart of Canberra to the 
assembly worship tent at the Australian National University, about three 
kilometres away. At the front were children carrying a large, inflated ball, 
painted to look like a globe. A difference of understanding about whether 
children or Aborigines were to lead the procession led to some public hurt, 
and a public apology by one of the procession organisers at the eucharist the 
next morning (91.02.49). 


After the procession, in the tent, the congregation made seven affirmations 
about the creation, justice, and peace of God, seven declarations of 
resistance to forces that deny the purposes of God, and seven statements of 
commitment to work as agents of God for justice, peace, and creation. Then 
came a dramatic presentation on JPIC themes. Through drama, choreography, and 
song, about 30 children emphasised the contrast between the purity and joy of 
God's world as it was intended to be, and the consequences of injustice, war, 
and environmental destruction. Interspersed throughout the presentation were 
testimonies from four assembly participants. é 

Darlene Keju-Johnson of the Marshall Islands, who addressed the Vancouver 
assembly in 1983 about the effects of US nuclear-weapons testing on her 
country, spoke about an ecumenical initiative, Youth to Youth in Health, by 
which young people on the islands address economic, environmental, health, and 
social problems. Andrea Carmen, a Native American, talked about the faith of 
her people, their intrinsic attachment to the values of justice, peace and 
care of creation, and their recovery of identity and dignity. 


Shanmugan Gangadaran, a Hindu, spoke of a ‘Council of Grace’ in Kayakumari in 
southern India, which is helping to resolve local conflicts beyween Muslims, 
Christians, and Hindus. Another interfaith guest, Marshall Meyer, a rabbi, 
gave a passionate plea for interfaith responses to human need, giving an 
account of initiatives with which he has been involved in Buenos Aires and New 
York City. 'We are close to drowning in our own insensitivity, greed, and 
ubiquitous injustice', he said, adding that ‘humankind need not be doomed ... 
when we open our souls to the spirit of God and translate our prayers into 
actions of human solidarity, hope is born'. 


The presentation concluded with a rousing hymn of praise to ‘the God of 
justice, love and peace ... the Son who feeds the hungry ... the Spirit 
forging bonds where race or gender, age or nation dare divide', accompanied by 
a joyous round of acrobatics and dancing by the children. A vigil for peace 
continued throughout the night in the tent, with groups from the eight regions 
of the world providing an hour of prayers and songs in turn. (EPS) 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 91.02.57 is the 57th item 
appearing in February 1991. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New 
Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. 
EPS appears about three times a month. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Who Will Roll 
the Stone Away? The Ecumenical Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with 
Women (#47 in the Risk book series), by Mercy Oduyoye, 7.90 Swiss, 3.25 UK, or 
5.95 US. +++ A study document, Church and World: The Unity of the Church 
and the Renewal of Human Community, is available from WCC/F&0O, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


And Your Neighbour as Yourself: Seven Studies Exploring What It Means To Be 
the Local Church in Action is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2. Besides WCC/CICARWS, the Conference of European Churches, Irish 
Couincil of Churches, and United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
were also involved in producing and/or publishing the study booklet. ee 
Available from WCC/PCR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: The WCC Seventh Assembly 
issue of the PCR newsletter (Link), and a special issue in the PCR Information 
series, on Women UNder Racism: A Decade of Visible Action. 
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EPS at the WCC Seventh Assembly 


Six issues of EPS are being mailed from Geneva during the pag poate» The 
remaining issues are scheduled for 18, 20, 22 February. 


Daily EPS coverage is also being provided to those who requested it, by fax, 
e-mail, or telex. 


EPS address till 22 February: WCC Seventh Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra 
ACT 2601, Australia. 


EPS phone numbers: 61-6/257.6746 (6-20 February) or 61-6/249.5426 
(21-22 February) 


EPS fax numbers: 61-6/257.6797 (6-20 February) or 61-6/249.5427 
(21-22 February) 


EPS telex number (6-20 Feburary): 10723354. 
EPS is also contactable in Canberra by e-mail on Quest Network 


International. 
The address is 6007:WCCO1O. 
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PERSIAN GULF WAR - ASSEMBLY PARTICIPANTS HAVE THEIR SAY 


Is it a just war or just a war? 


This was a key issue at a 90-minute hearing on the (Persian) Gulf war, ina 
special afternoon session of the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches on Tuesday (12 February). Five speakers introduced the topic, 
followed by discussion from the 600 participants. 


Aram Keshishian (Armenian Apostolic archbishop, Lebanon) said it was neither a 
just nor holy war, and called for an unconditional ceasefire, to be followed 
by negotiations under the auspices of the United Nations. He stressed that 
all Middle East issues should be considered together, and it is not acceptable 
to select priorities or to be selective. 


Jim Wallis (Sojourners Community, USA) claimed that an immediate, peaceful 
solution to the war is possible. He enumerated a list of what he said were 
moral double-standards and moral issues which (US President) George Bush has 
failed to address. 


Adebisi Sowunmi (Church of Nigeria) said, 'This war is neither just nor holy 
and amounts to a heretical myth'. She said the war would have terrible 
consequences for all Christians in strongly predominant Muslim countries, and 
these already were being felt in Nigeria. 


Sliwa Gewargis (Assyrian bishop, East Iraq) told of a Christian-sponsored 
peace conference held in Baghdad in December, which was followed by delegation 
visits to Europe and the USA. He also related his efforts to bring peace, 
climaxing a strong appeal by saying, ‘I must get back to my country'. 


Among the speakers who followed were: 


Sabam Sirait (Batak Protestant Christian Church, Indonesia): The United 
Nations is run by three world powers. I do not think we are all represented. 


Tom Butler (Bishop, Church of England): Do we want to feel good or do good? If 
we call for an unconditional ceasefire, we buy cheap grace that’ solves 
nothing. Issues remain unresolved and we may end up with a bigger and more 
extensive war. If we want to do good, we call for a just ceasefire in the 
context of the United Nations resolution for Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait, and 
then hold a conference to address all issues including those of the 
Palestinian people. 


Jean Zaru (Palestine): Since the USA is so worried about the occupation of 
Kuwait, why hasn't anyone worried about the occupation of Palestine for over 
23 years? Are you setting the Palestinians an example that we should solve our 
problems by force? What is our sin? Why are we treated as nothing? 


Raul Ruiz Avila (Methodist bishop, Mexico): If the US government thinks (Iraq 
president) Saddam Hussein should get out of Kuwait, why doesn't it get out of 
Panama? 


Jacobus Schoneveld (International Council of Christians and Jews, Germany): 
Why is there such indifference to the Jewish people? What has happened to 
statements made in the past by the WCC in connection with their concerns? 


Prakai Nontawasee (Church of Christ, Thailand): Christians are a_e small 
minority in a predominantly Muslim area and they consider this a 
Muslim-Christian conflict. I am afraid of what will become of us. (over) 
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Jan Erichson (Norwegian Church Aid): In all the concentration on the Middle 
East war, we have forgotten poor Africa. There are 20 million people starving 
to death in six African countries. We rescued them in 1984. Are we so 
preoccupied that we cannot do so now? Must all monies go for weaponry? 


William P. Thompson (World Conference for Religion and Peace, USA): Recently 
we held a meeting with leaders of the major religions around the world whose 
views are even more diverse than those here. But we did agree that the 
non-combatants - women, children and elderly - should not suffer. Let's 
petition the UN to enforce the Geneva Convention in this regard. 


Gunter Krusche (Federation of Evangelical Churches, Germany): Let's have the 
courage to call the war what it is: sin and sinning against our Lord. 


Father Theoplivly, Jerusalem: The curfews set for the Palestinians are 
extremely hard. They cannot even attend their places of worship. It is wrong. 


Henry Okullu (Anglican bishop, Kenya): After the peace, we must address all 
the problems of the Middle East. They are all connected. 


Karoly Toth (Bishop, Reformed Church of Hungary) presided over the session on 
behalf of the assembly's Public Issues Committee, which is to draft a 
statement for consideration at a subsequent plenary. (EPS) 


EPS 91.02.54 
WCC ASSEMBLY EVENING FOCUSES ON PACIFIC 


People from the Pacific used drama, song, dance and worship to share their 
history, culture, and major concerns, in a special evening presentation (12 
February) at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


In a three-part dramatic tableau, participants from across the Pacific 
conveyed indigenous culture, developments since the arrival of the first 
Christian missionaries, and current concerns. 


Among issues highlighted were the effect of transnational corporations (such 
as at Bougainville, in Papua New Guinea), nuclear weapons testing (Marshall 
Islands, Tahiti), militarisation (Micronesia, where the Patriot missiles now 
being used by the USA in the (Persian) Gulf war have been tested), and the 
struggle for political self-determination (the French overseas territory of 
New Caledonia). 


Participants emphasised that the beauty of the Pacific, often regarded across 
the world as a true paradise, was being devastated by pollution and huge 
resource-based industries. A challenge to the church, they said, is to help 
Pacific peoples address their concerns. (EPS) 


EPS. 91.02.55 
POPE AND PATRIARCH SEND GREETINGS TO WCC SEVENTH ASSEMBLY 


Delegates to the WCC Seventh Assembly heard (13 February) greetings from the 
Ecumenical Patriarch, Dimitrios I, and from Pope John Paul II. The 
Patriarch's greetings were read by Metropolitan Bartholomeos of Chalcedon. He 
pointed with special satisfaction to the choices of the Holy Spirit as the 
focus of the Assembly theme. The Pope also highlighted the significance of the 
theme, since ‘progress toward the restoration of unity among Christians depends 
above all on the guidance of the Holy Spirit'. (EPS) 
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EPS 91.02.56 
ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS PLENARY ENDS ON NOTE OF RECONCILIATION 


A dynamic and comprehensive account of Aboriginal history and survival in 
Australia, presented at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
(13 February), ended on a note of reconciliation as non-Aboriginal Australians 
poured on to the stage to demonstrate their desire to work for ‘a just 
Australia’. 


As the last strains of the song 'Treaty' by the Aboriginal band Yothu Yindi 
echoed throughout the plenary hall at the close of the session, Gregor 
Henderson (general secretary of the Uniting Church in Australia) came to the 
front. 


‘Aboriginal sisters and brothers, will you allow us non-Aboriginal Australians 
to join you in the journey to bring about a new, just Australia - please?' 
His request was met with applause, both from the Aboriginal people on the 
stage and from the audience, and then many came forward. (The stage already 
had scores of indigenous peoples on it from several nations, who had come 
forward at the invitation of the Australian Aborigines to represent the 
struggle of all indigenous people across the world for justice, land rights, 
self- determination and dignity.) 


The 90-minute plenary, ‘Land Rights and Identity', was prepared by the 
Aboriginal and Islander Commission of the Australian Council of Churches, and 
combined slides, contemporary and archival video footage, Aboriginal dancers 
and a range of Aboriginal speakers. 


They explained their history, from the Dreamtime, through the '‘invasion' of 
the British colonisers in 1788, and the stages of government and church 
policies towards Aborigines, to the stories of Aboriginal folk-heroes of the 
past 203 years, and more recent struggles for identity and self-determination. 


The presentation emphasised that the concept of ‘terra nullius' - meaning 
"land belonging to no-one' - on which the British settlement of Australia was 
based, was patently wrong. Up to 700 Aboriginal tribes lived throughout the 
continent at that time, the speakers said, with their own political, social, 
religious and economic systems, and there has not been any treaty or 
negotiations recognising the original Aboriginal sovereignty over the land. 


They highlighted the irony that Aborigines were only granted official 
recognition as a race, and granted Australian citizenship, after a public 
referendum in 1967 - but, today, they are expected to be content with calling 
themselves 'Australians' rather than maintaining their indigenous identity. 


On the future, the speakers spoke of a ‘dream of a just community in which 
people are not judged by their race or their cultural traditions, but in which 
people are valued because they are all children of God. The Aboriginal people 
are hoping that non-Aboriginals will. join us in trying to build such a just 
society’. 


Arthur Malcolm (Anglican bishop and AIC chair) shared with the assembly his 
own background as a mission-raised Aborigine who has lost his language and 
tribal culture, and who only by accident encountered his tribal people a few 
years ago. 'I have no bitterness, but much sadness', he said. (over) 


aboriginal/2 


Despite the church's negative infiuences on Aboriginal people and culture 
generally, he said, ‘I believe the church saved my own people from dying out'. 
He said the church was very important to the Aboriginal people, and spiritual 
revival had come to many of them. 


‘The Aboriginal people were chosen by God to be the caretakers of this land 
-.. to officially and legally be given back title to our land would heal us 
-..- we would be able to share', Malcolm said. ‘We have to break the ice and 
extend the hand of fellowship to each other. Many of us lack the courage to do 
so, but let us try ... I want to walk with my Aboriginal people, but I want to 
walk with you, too.' 


AIC Executive Secretary Anne Pattel-Grey concluded the presentation by linking 
it with the assembly theme, ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation'. 


With a large crowd of indigenous people from various nations on the stage with 
her, she said, ‘We, the indigenous people at this assembly, seek the renewal 


of our land and our people. We seek justice, not to grab for power but to 
redress the wrongs and sufferings inflicted on our people. We seek to build 
God's kingdom of justice ... and righteousness. Now, as part of the renewal 


of the whole creation, we invite our Aboriginal sisters and brothers to listen 
to what it is that the Holy Spirit is saying to this assembly.' 


It was then that the Yothu Yindi song gave its stirring message of hope, 
Gregor Henderson made his request, and the way was open for greeting and 
embracing as people responded to the impact which the plenary had made on 
them. (EPS) 


EPS 91.02.57 
PLIGHT OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE CONNECTED TO THE LAND 


The cry of indigenous people in different parts of the world is connected to 
their lack of land, self-determination, culture, identity, and control of 
their own affairs. Annie R. Jiagge, retired judge of the Ghana High Court, 
member of the Ghana Evangelical Presbyterian Church, and past moderator of the 
World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism, told this at a news 
conference at the WCC's Seventh Assembly on Wednesday (13 February). 


She said that indigenous people are capable of fighting their own battles, 
"but they need the support of the outside to provide what is necessary to 
carry on their struggle’. Jiagge said the ecumenical movement's involvement 
with indigenous people's concerns goes back 20 years when the WCC organized a 
conference in Barbados. 'Since then, there had been no follow-up until 10 
years later when a WCC team visited Australia to look at the problems 
affecting Aboriginals.' 


Asked what the indigenous people, and especially Australian Aboriginals, 
expect from this assembly, she said oppressed people everywhere expect it to 
make a commitment to promote issues of justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation. She said Australian Aborigines expect the assembly to ‘make this 
issue alive and to make Australians concerned, to look around themselves, and 
to see what is happening in their country'. She added that there is a ‘true 
history of Australian Aborigines which has not been told.' 


Another speaker at the press conference, Djiniyini Gondarra, an Aboriginal 
ordained minister of the Uniting Church in Australia, said 'we would like to 
see other people stand in solidarity with us in our struggle, in our pain for 
justice, and for identity.' (EPS) 
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EPS 91.02.58 
CHINESE CHURCHES CAN CARRY ON, DESPITE ‘TIGHTENING UP' By Carol J. Fouke 


Since the Chinese government's crackdown on demonstrators in Tiananman Square 
in June 1989, ‘there has been some tightening up of things', and ‘religion is 
not unaffected', Bishop K.H. Ting, president of the China Christian Council, 
told a group of visitors to the World Council of Churches Seventh Assembly (13 
February) in Canberra. 


"But the gains of 10 years of liberalisation can't be swept away all at once', 
he said. 'We feel there is still space for the churches to carry on.' 


The past decade has seen an easing of the problem of ‘equating religion with 
opium with all its unhappy connotations', Bishop Ting said, commenting that 
now religion is studied as it is and not just through a few Marxist dogmas. 


Bishop Ting and two of his colleagues - Han Wen-Zao, director of the Amity 
Foundation, and Shen Yi-Fan, one of two new post-denominational bishops in the 
Chinese Protestant Church, addressed an audience that nearly filled the 
worship tent and that greeted them with a standing ovation. The worship tent 
on the campus of the Australian National University is capable of holding 3000 
to 4000 people. 


‘This is the first time after 43 years that we three Chinese Christians have 
come to a WCC assembly', Bishop Ting said. 


The three church leaders detailed the rapid growth of Christianity since the 
‘complete isolation and deprivation' of the 10-year Cultural Revolution ended 
in 1979, noting also such problems as a severe shortage of ministers. About 
1000 ordained ministers serve five to six million Protestants, Bishop Ting 
said. ‘We are a small, struggling minority of less than one percent' of 
China's (1.1 billion) population', he said. ‘If the western churches are 
struggling to keep a foot in the centre, we in China are struggling to hold 
our place at the margin.' 


Bishop Ting traced the development of the Three-Self Movement, establishing 
the Chinese church as self-governing, self-supporting and self-propagating. 
This independence should be seen as ‘the fruition, not negation' of the more 
than 100 years of foreign mission in China, he said. 


Six thousand church buildings are now open for public worship, and tens of 
thousands of groups of Christians are meeting in homes. These house meetings 
are ‘probably going to be an important mark of Chinese Christianity', Ting 
said. 


The Amity Foundation, an independent, voluntary organization formed in 1985 at 
the initiative of Chinese Christians, has programmes in health, education and 
cultural service and development. Its goals include ‘contributing to China's 
social development and openness to the outside world', said Han. 


Since the foundation's press was established in December 1987, more than 2.5 
million copies of the Bible and New Testament have been produced. Daily 
production of Bibles is now between 5000 and 6000 copies. The Chinese church 
wants contact with the church universal, that is why the China Christian 
Council wants WCC membership. ‘We hope by the end of this Assembly our 
membership status could be recognized’, he said. (EPS) 
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EPS 91.02.59 
ASSEMBLY CONSIDERS WHAT SPIRIT IS SAYING 


Participants at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches gave 
their most demonstrative reaction to a section recalling the recent changes in 
the former East Germany (GDR) during a drama, ‘The Spirit Speaks to the 
Churches', at a plenary session (9 Feburary). (Theme of the assembly is 
"Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation’. ) 


The delegation from the former GDR concluded its presentation by singing 'Now 
Thank We All Our God'. Some members of the audience joined in their own 
languages. At the end of the sketch, there was a strong round of applause. 


At another point, two delegates from the Middle East pleaded for understanding 
of the complex problems of their region. They included a discussion of 
whether it is right for Christians in the Middle East to emigrate to a more 
secure place, or whether they ought to remain and witness, even at the risk of 
their lives. 


In their sketch, three participants from Zimbabwe told of concern for 
refugees, including the story of people who visited a refugee camp and were 
surprised when the refugees shared their bread with the visitors. 


Another sketch told of four women from different parts of the world sharing 
hope in El Slavador. They recalled a meeting where they had distributed 
colored marbles as a symbol of hope - multicolored, small, hard to break. 


The fifth sketch, on pastoral challenges in Australia of AIDS, included a 
father speaking for his son who had died of AIDS, and a parish pastor with the 
disease. "My saviour', said the pastor, ‘went to his death alone, but I am 
going to my death with the love and compassion of my saviour'. 


The five sketches were interspersed with a group representing assembly 
participants delayed in the transit lounge of an airport on their way to 
Australia. With them was a questioning Australian returning from a business 
trip ‘What is the Holy Spirit?’ he wanted to know. 


Those representing the assembly participants did not always agree with each 
other during the drama. The line, ‘I've heard all the papers’ and 
pronouncements about solidarity I want to hear, I want some action’, brought 
approving laughter from the audience. (EPS) 


EPS 91.02.60 
AUSTRALIAN POST OFFICE ISSUES STAMP TO COMMEMORATE ASSEMBLY 


The Australian postal services have given their stamp of approval to the World 
Council of Churches Seventh Assembly. Australian Post has prepared a 
pre-stamped envelope which has two embossed logos. One is the ‘oikoumene' 
symbol, where the stamp is usually stuck on, and the other is the symbol of 
the Assembly. The envelope went on sale on the opening day of the Assembly 
and will be available at post offices until the end of June. (EPS) 
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EPS 91.02.61 
WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE MODERATOR STRESSES GROWTH TOWARD UNITY 


Clarifying controversial theological and ecclesiological questions is not the 
only way to foster growth towards unity, the moderator of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, Heinz-Joachim Held (Evangelical 
Church, Germany) told the council's Seventh Assembly on Monday (11 February). 


Another way to strengthen links is by ecumenical visits, he said. And while 
plans to initiate a process of regular ecumenical visits among member churches 
had proven to be impossible, he commended the Central Committee and Executive 
Committee for holding many of their meetings outside Geneva since the 
Vancouver assembly in 1983. 


In his report to the assembly, covering 1983-1991, Held also indicated that 
common services of prayer among churches have helped with unity, especially 
when praying for sister churches that were witnessing in difficult 
Situations. Examples included prayers for an end to apartheid in South Africa 
in 1986, for freedom and independence in Namibia in 1987, for the 
reunification of Korea in 1989, and for justice and peace in the Middle East 
in 1990. 


Emphasising the importance of the ecumencial sharing of resources, he urged 
that a fellowship of mutual sharing be maintained and constantly developed. 


Held stressed the strong ecumenical interest in environmental issues, 
recalling that this first came to the asssembly in Nairobi in 1975. It was 
noted that the WCC often addresses problems early which later become the 
concern of much of the world. 


He referred to the call from the Vancouver assembly for a concentration on 
theological work, to ‘develop a vital and coherent theology'. He admitted 
that it was not clear just what this is, but that he personally thinks the 
crucial concern is ‘the relation between theology and life'. At a preceding 
press conference, Held and Lois Wilson (United, Canada), one of the WCC's 
seven presidents, discussed emerging theologies. Wilson commented that she 
believed ‘the sharing of the eucharist may come from suffering, developing 
countries rather than through statements. We'll see.' 


Highlighting the Baptism, Eucharist and Minstry document, Held told the 
assembly that it ‘demonstrates our growth in mutual understanding and our 
ability to reach at least an intermediate stage in common convictions'. When 
asked at the press conference about relations with the Catholic Church, Held 
noted that the Catholic Church had responded to BEM - the first time it had 
responded officially to any WCC document. ‘That in itself is progress', he 
said. 


Held expressed the hope that all churches which participate actively in the 
ecumenical movement might agree that, even where eucharistic fellowship and 
full communion are not yet achieved, nevertheless forms of communion do 
exist. The churches are no longer living in isolation from each other, but 
‘have developed mutual understanding and respect’. 


Held's report also highlighted the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity 
With Women, indicating that the decade ‘is slowly gaining an entry in the 
churches and attention is being drawn to discrimination against women in 
society'. (EPS) 
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EPS 91.02.62 


AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL PEOPLE PRESENT GIFTS TO WCC 


Four paintings depicting the life, land, culture and spirituality of the 
Australian Aboriginal people were presented to WCC leaders at the close of an 
afternoon plenary session on unity, at the Council's Seventh Assembly in 
Canberra on Tuesday (12 February). 


The main painting was by Aboriginal elder, Wenten Rubuntja from Central 
Australia, commissioned by the Aboriginal and Islander Commission of the 
Australian Council of Churches. 


It tells the story of creation, depicting the worlds of nature and human 
culture, and how all the cultures represented by the WCC are united through 
the Christian Spirit. Three central patterns of concentric circles show how 
all countries and cultures are united through the crucifixion and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, represented by a cross, and the Pentecostal Spirit, 
represented by a dove. The painting also features implements of Aboriginal 
culture and natural creatures from around the artist's own country. 


In the presentation, Bruce Tilmouth, assistant director of the (Central 
Australian) Central Land Council, said that Wenten is a great artist whose 
work is eagerly sought by art collectors and galleries. It had been hoped 
that Wenten would have made the presentation himself but, Tilmouth said, he 
believes that the painting speaks for itself and that his place is at home 
among his people. Tilmouth said that in receiving the gift, the WCC is also 
taking a great responsibility. 


Liyapidiny Marika of Northern Australia presented a painting which she had 
done, depicting the Christ child in an Aboriginal context, with his parents 
and other members of the community and Australian fauna, together with a 
striking representation of the Holy Spirit as a large white dove. 


Two other pictures, painted and presented by Lucy Lester, also of Central 
Australia, depict the Last Supper, and the three women at the empty tomb. The 
second of these was donated to the Women's Desk of the WCC. 


Speaking prior to the presentations, Galarrwuy Yunupingu, chairman of the 
Northern Land Council, explained why Aboriginal people are so persistent on 


land issues. ‘Aboriginal people have a very strong relationship with the land 
--.- It's like a relationship you find between people, it's very strong and 
can't be broken’, he said. ‘Our land is our life - we don't care so much for 


money, we can get all we need from the land.' 


With tears, Yunupingu said that his relationship with the land ‘is more close 
to him spiritually, physically and mentally than any other I know ... Land 
gives me pride and self-respect, and there is no substitute for that.' 


In reply, WCC general secretary Emilio Castro thanked the Aboriginal people 
for sharing the mystery of their religion and the beauty of their culture in 
the context of ‘the faith which we share'. He said that the encounter by 
Assembly participants with the Aboriginal people has more than justified 
holding the Assembly in Australia. 


He then made his own presentation to the Aboriginal people - a gold bracelet - 
as a token of the gratitude of the Assembly and a sign of solidarity with 
them. He explained that the bracelet was being given to them as a symbol of 
appreciation and love for the Aboriginal people. (EPS) 
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EPS 91.02.63 
CHILDREN, YOUTH MAKE APPEALS TO ASSEMBLY 


A group of children from the children's camp operating in connection with the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches, and a delegation of youth 
representing assembly participants, 27 and under, each addressed an assembly 
plenary (13 February). 


The children sang, and read a list of requests to make the world safer and 
better for children. As a gift they presented a rock from an Australian 
stream with the signatures of the children at the camp. 


Two youths, Beatrice Danquah (Reformed (Presbyterian), Ghana), and Khatchig 
Dadayan (Oriental Orthodox (Armenian), Canada) presented the youth message. 
As they read the message alternately, youth acted out what was being read, 
carrying flags, symbolic figures, posters, and banners. A line in the message 
asking for recycling of paper drew applause. But the most applause came for a 
pantomime of a young woman seeking a voice in the church. It was acted out as 
two church officials kept tossing the ball back and forth over her head and 
she kept jumping trying to reach it. Another scene showed one youth trashing 
the earth while another followed behind and picked it up. (EPS) 


EPS 91.02.64 
ASSEMBLY TAKES NEW LOOK AT SHARING 


A new look at sharing through world community was featured during a plenary 
presentation at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches (13 
February). A video about people living in a trash heap in Brazil highlighted 
a struggle in which they organized themselves into a viable community through 
the solidarity of the members of a base-group congregation. It included a 
program where they taught them to take part in elections. 


The 1988 ‘defiance campaign' in South Africa featured a Roman Catholic priest, 
Simangaliso Mkatchwa, who was jailed and tortured. ‘You prayed for him. Did 
you ever wonder what happened to him?' he asked. ‘It was me. Thank you.' The 
audience joined with a score of South Africans who sang a freedom song. 


There was also a video from a Reformed (Presbyterian) congregation in the US 
state of Arizona. It told the story of its fight to help Central American 
refugees, which caused the pastor and some members of the congregation to be 
charged with violating the law, and almost jailed. 


Jan Erichsen (Norway, Lutheran) and Edna Ortega (Philippines, United), acted 
out a skit of mutual accountability. They told of a new experiment in 
international relationships of giving and receiving that took place in June 
1990 when the Norwegian Church Aid agency asked for a review of its priorities 
from the point of view of its partners in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 


George Avvakumov (Soviet Union, Eastern Orthodox) told of the ‘liturgy after 


the liturgy' in the changing situation in his country. He said Soviet people 
are ‘asking the church what they think about social morality, . politics, 
culture, education and everything else'. He spoke of ‘expanding (church-run) 


social services such as medical centers, and help for the elderly and 
mMarginalized'. He stressed that ‘for us, liturgy is the true communion with 
God. It gives us the strength and courage to carry on with the liturgy outside 
the liturgy in the fields of social service.' (EPS) 
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EPS 91.02.65 
WCC FINANCE REPORT: SERIOUS FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS LIE AHEAD 


Although the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches is meeting 
neither in a financial ‘crisis' like the one faced by the Fifth Assembly (in 
Nairobi in 1975), nor in a positive economic climate like that of the Sixth 
Assembly (in Vancouver in 1983), the council faces some serious financial 
constraints on its work now and in the near future, according to J. Oscar 
McCloud, moderator of the assembly finance committee. 


In his report to assembly delegates, McCloud (of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA)) noted that since the 1983 assembly, the cost of living has risen 
sharply in Switzerland, where the council is headquartered. This increase, he 
added, is more than in the previous period, and the exchange values of the 
currencies in which the council receives its funds have further declined 
against the Swiss franc. 


He noted that the work of the WCC has expanded since the last assembly, and in 
some years, income has exceeded expenses. He cautioned, however, that the 
council ‘cannot continue to do effectively all that it has been doing in the 
Style and manner of the past'. (WCC officials in Geneva have projected that 
the size of the WCC staff will decrease from about 340 - not all full time - 

last year, to about 290 by the end of this year, mostly through normal 
retirements and resignations, and non-renewals of contracts for other than 
financial reasons. ) 


McCloud cited a world-wide economic slowdown as one factor leading to the 
current situation. He explained that most WCC income comes from church 
sources in a dozen countries in the North Atlantic region, with a large part 
of it designated by them for specific WCC programs or projects. ‘Most of this 
money goes for justice-and-service activities, with some of the other 
essential church-related and mission work left dependent on the _ small 
percentage of income which is undesignated', he added. 


He said that although most donors cannot keep up with the combined effects of 
inflation and exchange losses, ‘the good news is that member churches and 
traditional donor agencies have been faithful in their support of the council, 
giving at increased levels each year'. 


He noted that the largest percentage of the WCC budget is for staff-related 
costs, and since the budget during this period ‘has been virtually flat when 
adjusted for inflation', it has meant that staff costs have become a greater 
part of the over-all expenses, rising from 57 percent in 1981 to 64 percent in 
1989. They are likely to increase in future ‘if changes are not made’. He 
Said Vancouver sought to increase undesignated income, but that not enough 
progress has been made on this score. 


Related to the concern for contributions, Vancouver identified the need for 
‘growth in and more flexible funding' and recommended the continuation of 
efforts to strengthen coordinated income development. McCloud said not enough 
progress has been made in achieving ‘transparency in financial and 
administrative operations and greater coherence in financial and program 
planning' as recommended by the last assembly. 


During a press briefing, Midge Beguin-Austin, WCC director of income 
coordination and development, noted that in some cases, church contributions 
to the work of the council cannot be financial because of national foreign- 
exchange regulations. Thus, they may make their contribution in kind, for 
example, by hosting meetings. (EPS) 
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WCC ASSEMBLY PARTICIPANTS RESPOND TO REPORTS 


Responding to the reports of the moderator and the general secretary, 
participants in the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches raised a 
wide range of issues (11 February), including the future of ecumenism, WCC 
public statements, links between theology and culture, and the place of women 
and 'differently-abled' persons in the church. 


Bastiaan De Gaay Fortmann (Reformed, Netherlands) urged that WCC public 
statements not automatically be seen as the best response to problems. Ruth 
Pullman (United, Canada) urged that steps be taken to increase the impact in 
the church of the WCC-launched Ecumenical Decade on Churches in Solidarity 
with Women, before it concludes in seven years. 


Speaking from a wheelchair, Jose Carlos Barbosa dos Santos (an adviser from 
Brazil) urged greater representation of ‘differently-abled' people at WCC 
gatherings, saying 'the presence of these people is crucial for a whole and 
representative church’. (Two of the 800-plus assembly delegates are 
'differently-abled'.) 


Kirill of Smolensk (Eastern Orthodox, Soviet Union) said that by embracing 
‘liberal, radical, and contextual theologies', as reflected in syncretism and 
the ordination of women, the WCC is creating new church divisions. He called 
for a ‘radical U-turn' before ecumenical hopes are exhausted. Konrad Raiser 
(United, Germany) said such fears could be mitigated if a higher priority is 
given to efforts to develop a ‘vital and coherent theology' as the basis for 
the WCC work. Ya Mpiku Mbelolo (Reformed (Evangelical), Zaire) added that 
cultural issues must be considered alongside the theological. Kalinik of 
Vastra (Eastern Orthodox, Bulgaria) spoke of other threats to ecumenism 
arising in wake of the changes in eastern Europe, including proselytism and 
anti-ecumenism from fundamentalist groups, and the increased strength of Islam. 


A theological threat of a different kind was raised by Nelida Ritchie 
(Methodist, Argentina). She said theologically-trained women are often 
perceived as a threat, and therefore not given opportunities for pastoral 
work, yet there is a need for new theologies to come 'from the grassroots’. 


Abraham Karickam (Independent (Mar Thoma), India) said he is impatient with 
assembly theological discussions on the Holy Spirit while, outside, ‘the whole 
world is burning’. But Aram Keshishian (Oriental Orthodox (Armenian 
Apostolic), Lebanon) warned against an emphasis on WCC programs and its 
institutional identity, and advocated greater energy on the quest for unity 
and mutual understanding. 


Two speakers focused on the (Persian) Gulf war. D'Arcy Wood (United, 
Australia) urged assembly help in persuading governments to stop the war. But 
Jean Mayland (Anglican, England) urged assembly delegates to reject 
‘caricatures' of the varying sides of the debate, and instead try to work 
together to bring about peace and justice to the Middle East. 


In his reply, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro picked up concerns raised by 
Kirill. He said the WCC has never advocated the ordination of women, but has 
urged churches to consider the role and place of women who are gifted for 
Ministry. He rejected any notion of syncretism, saying other religions have 
no interest in blending with Christianity, but adding that Christian 
theologians have ‘a right and a duty' to push the boundaries of thought as 
they seek to relate the Christian message to their cultural contexts. (EPS) 
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CASTRO OF WCC: MIDDLE EAST WAR NOT RELIGIOUS, BUT RELIGIONS HAVE A ROLE 


Religions of the Middle East region must work together in relief and 
humanitarian efforts among the victims of the Gulf war, to demonstrate that 
religion is not a factor in the war but rather can lead to peace. 


So said General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches, 
addressing Australian journalists at a National Press Club luncheon (February 
13), halfway through the two-week WCC Seventh Assembly in Canberra. 


Castro warned that phrases like ‘holy war' and ‘just war' introduce a 
religious element into a non-religious war, and thus risk ‘bringing to. the 
already sad division of humankind an added dimension of religious hate. The 
war could easily be interpreted by Arabs as a new Christian crusade against 
Islam. ' 


Therefore, he said, ‘we need to be sure that our works of mercy, our relief 
operations in the area, are done together with other faiths, in order to show 
that it is not a partisan love, but that we belong together. This will 
contradict any attempt to caricaturize religiously the image of the enemy.' 


He said such joint efforts highlight the need for religions not just to look 
for co-existence, but to be pro-existence - to support and enable each other 
in their attempts to live in peace and justice. 


Asked by a journalist from a Jewish publication whether WCC would condemn 
Iraqi missile attacks on Israel, Castro said he already had conveyed such: 
sentiments to the Jewish community before he left Geneva for the assembly, in 
January. He acknowledged the self-restraint of Israel in not retaliating 
against Iraq, and expressed confidence any assembly statement on the. issue 
will also recognise this. 


He said other nations similarly feel that their plight is unrecognised in this 
conflict, Cyprus for example. While Turkey is involved in the coalition 
against Iraq ‘to right a wrong', it is not required to right the wrong it is 
perpetuating in its occupation of Cyprus, he observed. 


On the call by some US church people for soldiers to desert to protest the 
war, Castro said the gospel ‘has a very clear bias towards non-violence’, and 
a current of pacifism runs through many Christian traditions. He said this is 
Similar to the monastic life, which is not embraced by all Christians, but the 
presence of which serves to remind everyone of the obligations of a religious 
life. ‘The majority of churches might not feel able to go as far as asserting 
such action (as desertion), but they will respect the right of others to do 
so', he said. 


While acknowledging the danger of the war over-shadowing other issues before 
the assembly - such as South Africa, eastern Europe, and other crises around 
the world - Castro suggested the Australian media seem to be doing the 


opposite - losing interest in the war, ‘as if the war is business as usual’. 
(EPS) 
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SHOPTALK 


Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 91.02.57 is the 57th item 
appearing in February 1991. EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You 
can then ask (and pay) for faxes of full texts. EPS annual subscription rates 
are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New 
Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. 
EPS appears about three times a month. 


Available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: Who Will Roll 
the Stone Away? The Ecumenical Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with 
Women (#47 in the Risk book series), by Mercy Oduyoye, 7.90 Swiss, 3.25 UK, or 
5.95 US. +++ A study document, Church and World: The Unity of the Church 
and the Renewal of Human Community, is available from WCC/F&0, Box 2100, 
CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


And Your Neighbour as Yourself: Seven Studies Exploring What It Means To Be 
the Local Church in Action is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2. Besides WCC/CICARWS, the Conference of European Churches, Irish 
Couincil of Churches, and United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
were also involved in producing and/or publishing the study booklet. +++ 

Available from WCC/PCR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: The WCC Seventh Assembly 
issue of the PCR newsletter (Link), and a special issue in the PCR Information 
series, on Women UNder Racism: A Decade of Visible Action. 
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EPS at the WCC Seventh Assembly 


Six issues of EPS are being mailed from Geneva during the Assembly. The 
remaining issues are scheduled for 20 & 22 February. 


Daily EPS coverage is also being provided to those who requested it, by fax, 
e-mail, or telex. 


EPS address till 22 February: WCC Seventh Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra 
ACT 2601, Australia. 


EPS phone numbers: 61-6/257.6746 (6-20 February) or 61-6/249.5426 
(21-22 February) 


EPS fax numbers: 61-6/257.6797 (6-20 February) or 61-6/249.5427 
(21-22 February) 


EPS telex number (6-20 Feburary): 10723354. 


EPS is also contactable in Canberra by e-mail on Quest Network International. 
The address is 6007:WCCO1O. 
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CHINESE CHURCH RESUMES MEMBERSHIP IN WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


‘It is a great moment indeed when the China Christian Council can join the 
World Council of Churches, and Chinese Christians can once more dwell in unity 
with our brothers and sisters throughout the world.' 


So said K. H. Ting, CCC head, in acknowledging a unanimous vote (one 
abstention) to accept it as a WCC member church. The vote came at the 
beginning of assembly business Monday (18 February). 


Four Chinese church bodies - Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, and Presbyterian - 
were WCC founding members, in 1948, but their membership effectively lapsed in 
the 1950s. CCC now includes them, and others. Its membership application 
describes itself as 'the future, one united church of Jesus Christ [in China] 
in formation'. As such it is not considered a national council of churches. 
(Under WCC rules, only churches - not councils of churches -. can be WCC 
members. ) 


After the membership vote, WCC Moderator Heinz-Joachim Held ([United] 
Evangelical Church in Germany] observed: 'We have never been separated by the 
Spirit, but by outside conditions. At several previous assemblies, we noticed 
the absence of the church of China and united in prayer on their behalf.' 


In his remarks after the vote, Ting said, to applause from delegates, '‘'our 
membership will in no way impair the independence and integrity of any church 
outside mainland China'. 


That was taken as a reference to the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan, which 
voted in favour of CCC membership. CCC and PCT have different views on 
whether Taiwan as a political entity should or should not be part of China. 


During the acceptance ceremony, PCT leader C.M. Kao came forward to embrace 
and welcome Ting. They then stood together with WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. (Another WCC member is the Hong Kong Council of the [United] Church 
of¢Ghristyin China.') 


Ting reminded the delegates that the seven churches referred to in Revelation, 
the last book of the Bible, were all in ‘different situations, and so they 
each received a different letter. But the closings were alike and said, "Let 
anyone that has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the church." The 
church in China cannot afford not to hear what the Spirit has to say to the 
world church,' 


CCC says its membership application is 'the culmination of a process of study 
and discussion, and represents the reaching of a common mind' by CCC leaders. 
CCC ‘understands that, important as it is for the Chinese Christians to have a 
selfhood of their own, there cannot be a full selfhood of a church apart from 
its being a member of the universal church of Jesus Christ. The particularity 
of the church can be developed only within the universality embodied in such 
an organisation as the World Council of Churches.' 


According to its membership application, CCC counts 5.5. million baptised 
members, about 1000 ordained ministers, and 13 theological schools. It has 
about 6000 congregations meeting in church buildings, and ‘tens of thousands 
of self-governing, self-supporting, and self-propagating groups of Christians 
meeting in homes'. [EPS] 
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NEW MEASURES TO IMPROVE WCC FINANCES APPROVED BY ASSEMBLY 


A report of the Finance Committee of the World Council of Churches recommended 
Monday (18 February) far reaching proposals to improve the financial situation 
of the council. 


Noting that the assembly meets at a time when the WCC's financial outlook has 
worsened dramatically over the past year, the report expresses the ‘good news' 
that many churches have either increased their giving in real terms or 
protected their giving against the effect of inflation in their own countries. 


The assembly strongly affirmed the responsibility of all member churches to 
make an annual financial contribution to the WCC. It also endorsed the view 
that member churches and others give support to council activities which they 
understand and those which reflect their own convictions, and asked the new 
Central Committee to consider these factors in encouraging greater church 
support ‘through a sense of programmatic and financial engagement’. 


The committee decided against setting a minimum annual contribution for member 
churches. It noted that some churches do not contribute to the WCC because of 
restrictions in their countries on international currency transfers, or 
because they cannot make substantial donations. However, it asked every church 
not currently providing financial support to examine their commitment to the 
WcCc. 


The committee also recommended that other sources of income —- such as 
government ministries/agencies, trusts and foundations, corporations, 
individuals and Christian bodies - be explored as possible sources of support 


for WCC programmes. 


On investment policies, the committee recommended that the new Central 
Committee be directed to pursue policies which maximise income without 
creating undue risk, and to introduce a new system of evaluating the 
investment portfolio at least once a year. 


The committee further recommended the development and implementation of 
consolidated budgeting policy for all programmes of the Council, which should 
incorporate a budgeting system that takes into account the possibilities of 
in-kind contributions and secondment of staff. 


Recalling the Sixth Assembly's call for integrated financial programme 
planning, the committee recommended that the new Central Committee develop 
programme priorities with appropriate staffing and structure, and adopt a 
long-range planning process which should begin with the recommendations of 
this Assembly. The committee also recommended that in order to reduce 
expenditure to the levels of recurring income, the new Central and Executive 
Committees consider the number of consultations and world conferences, their 
style, function, location and numbers of participants and staffing. 


A recommendation to amend the by-Laws to reflect the present practice of 
having the Central Committee meet no more than every 18 months was defeated 
330-312, with 35 abstentions. The committee also recommended that in view of 
the impossibilty of adopting the 1992 budget with the present income 
projections, an immediate review of the present organization and staffing 
style of the council be instituted. [EPS] 
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ASSEMBLY CONSIDERS LAND, ' INTERNAL CONFLICTS', SRI LANKA, EL SALVADOR TEXTS 


Draft texts on ‘internal conflicts', land rights of indigenous peoples, Sri 
Lanka, and El Salvador were presented (15 February) by a committee to the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches. The committee may produce 
revised texts, and they may be further amended from the floor, before votes on 
them are taken later in the assembly (which ends 20 February). 


The church must move beyond words to actions in supporting justice and land 
rights for indigenous peoples, urges one draft. Noting that the church has 
both exploited indigenous people and also been a prophetic voice in calling 
for justice, the draft says the church 'must continue to confront our own role 
as an accessory and even accomplice in the historic and contemporary acts of 
injustice against indigenous peoples’. 


In a reference to the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean in 
1492, and its aftermath, it notes that 'wounds that had their beginnings 500 
years ago with invasion, conquest, colonization, and missionary zeal will take 
time to heal'. It urges the council to intensify efforts on behalf of racial 
justice. 


It highlights requests from indigenous people for ‘appropriate and urgent 
action', for example that 1992 be declared a year against racism, with 
specific focus on indigenous and black peoples marking 500 years of ‘genocide, 
land theft, slavery, and oppression’. It also urges that the church help 
negotiate the return of lands taken unjustly from indigenous peoples; support 
their self-determination and sovereignty; protect their burial. grounds and 
sacred sites; and protect their religious freedom. 


Another draft text says the international community needs to find ways to 
address ‘the proliferation and intensification’ of conflicts within the 
borders of sovereign states. It says many of these ‘internal' conflicts have 
international links, and threaten the integrity of states, and regional and 
international stability. 


The text does not identify any specific conflicts, but notes that many reflect 
genuine concerns for justice by groups of people who have a common ethnic, 
cultural, linguistic, national, or religious identity. ‘These groups seek to 
escape domination by the state or other groups, or to evolve new forms of 
relationships within or outside existing state structures, whereby they are 
able to safeguard and manifest their own identity', it says. 


The draft says the church has an important role to play in resolving such 
conflicts. They can 'be the bearers of national, ethnic or cultural identity, 
and the guardians of the hopes and aspirations of people for peace and 
justice’, it says, and the church has a special responsibility in inter- 
religious and inter-confessional conflicts. 


It calls on WCC members to take a more active peace-making role in internal 
conflicts. It calls on the United Nations to give urgent attention to 
‘developing mechanisms ... for resolving internal conflicts', and to intensify 
its work on the draft Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to 
National or Ethnic, Religious, or Linguistic Minority Groups. 


Also to be voted on by the assembly are proposed appeals for an end to ethnic 
fighting in Sri Lanka, and for ‘lasting peace’ in El Salvador. [EPS] 
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'NEW WINE' OF CONTROVERSIAL THEOLOGY NEEDS NEW WINESKINS — CHUNG 


South Korean theology professor Chung Hyun Kyung, whose keynote presentation 
at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches on 8 February has 
provoked considerable controversy, has said it is time for traditional 
rational theology to make way fcr newer forms. 


Chung told the assembly this on Saturday (16 February), at a special plenary 
to debate the gospel and inculturation scheduled as a result of her earlier 
address on the assembly theme, ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole 
Creation’. In that original presentation, Chung invoked the spirits of 
persons who had been martyred and murdered throughout history, and linked 
these 'Han-spirits' with the Holy Spirit. 


Responding to allegations of syncretism, paganism and apostasy, Chung said 
that underneath these labels is the problem of power. She said that 
traditionally it has been the church fathers and male theologians of 
privileged status who have exercised final authority and set the limits of the 
Holy Spirit. Now, Third World countries are in a post-colonialist theological 
era, and ‘I have the confidence to talk from my heart, without fear of 
intimidation’. 


Referring to the Western and Orthodox traditions, she said theological 
language that is literal and analytical misses the point; it should be the 
language of mystery, poetry and struggle: ‘We have been listening to your 
intellectualism for 2000 years ... please listen to us'. 


Chung described the new Third World theologies as 'the new paradigm, the new 
wine that you can't put in your wineskins', adding, ‘Yes we are dangerous, but 
it is through such danger that the Holy Spirit can renew the church.’ 


Earlier, almost 20 speakers participated in the debate. 


Among the points made by those taking issue with Chung were: because the Holy 
Spirit is the spirit of Christ, a theology of the Holy Spirit must arise from 
a theology of Christ and of the cross; we need to be more modest in claiming 
the Holy Spirit for our particular causes; we need a far more comprehensive 
study of the doctrine of the Trinity; it is the task of every church to 
Christianise the culture, but not to accept and absorb it uncritically; the 
first apostles lived within the cultures and ideologies of their time but saw 


the faith as a critique of that culture and a springboard for proclaiming the 
gospel. 


Other speakers urged a greater openness to Chung and other new theologies, 
saying that the WCC represents a plurality of cultures and experiences and 
should accept a plurality of theological methodologies; the linking of gospel 
with culture is not only legitimate but essential, and has been the task of 
theologians of every time and place; it is time to move away from rationalist 
theology to recognise that people, communities and cultures are essentially 
spiritual; notions of paganism are relative -— which is the more pagan, the 
culture of the East, the West, the North or the South?; the Holy Spirit is not 


possessed by people or theologies but can be identified by its fruits and its 
witness to Jesus Christ. [EPS] 
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ASSEMBLY DRAFT STATEMENT URGES UNITED NATIONS TO STOP GULF WAR 


A draft statement presented for consideration at the Seventh Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches calls on the United Nations 'to act decisively now' 
to stop the war in the Persian Gulf and reassert its control over the 
Iraq-Kuwait dispute. The seven-page draft, prepared by the assembly Public 
Issues Committee, was presented to a plenary session 15 February. It also: 


- appeals to Iraq to signal its intention, and offer guarantees, that it will 
withdraw ‘completely and unconditionally' from Kuwait after hostilities cease; 


- calls ‘urgently and insistently on both Iraq and the coalition forces led 
by the United States to cease fire immediately', and to work for a 'negotiated 
settlement of the Iraq-Kuwait dispute within the context of the UN'; 


- urges an emergency UN Security Council meeting 'to map a new course for 
peaceful negotiation of the dispute between Iraq and Kuwait, and of the other 
outstanding conflicts in the region'; 


- calls for a UN-convened 'international conference on peace, security, and 
cooperation in the Middle East' as an ‘instrument for the achievement of a 
just and lasting settlement' and to ensure ‘'the mutual recognition of all 
states and effective guarantees of their security'; 


— urges consistent adherence to UN resolutions calling for an end to the 
illegal occupation of territory in the Middle East - Lebanon, Cyprus, and the 
territories occupied by Israel since 1967. 


- calls on external powers to withdraw all forces from the Middle East, 
except those required to perform peace-keeping roles under UN command. 


The draft urges church commitments 'to refuse to be separated from brothers 
and sisters of other faiths as a result of this war', and to reject any effort 
to divide Christians, Muslims and Jews. It calls on church people to join 
people from those faiths ‘in prayers and common endeavours for peace in 
anticipation of the day when all may live in peace and mutual respect’. 


The draft says the UN position ‘as a guarantor of a comprehensive 
international peace order' should be strengthened 'for the sake of world 
peace, for the sake of the rule of law'. It says 'no one government or group 
of governments should either take, or be left to take, primary responsibility 
for the resolution of major conflicts’. It says UN resolutions on the 
conflict place it ‘in danger of being blamed for being unduly dependent upon a 
powerful nation or group of nations, and for appearing to authorize a war 
which is not in the interests of an international order of peace based on law'. 


The draft notes the plight of poor nations, among the 'chief victims' of the 
war; the potential for disastrous escalation of the conflict; the resultant 
fuelling of the ‘flames of religious, ethnic and regional conflicts in many 
countries'; and the diversion of international attention from other 
situations of conflict or 'massive human tragedy' (such as famine in six 
African nations). It confesses church complicity in the crisis, through 
failure to ‘disassociate ourselves from the institutions of militarism which 
view war either as a solution to human conflicts or as a necessary evil’. 


Assembly delegates can propose changes in the text, which is to be presented 
in revised form, discussed, and voted on at a later plenary. [EPS] 
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TAIWANESE POSITION EXPLAINED 


C.M. Kao, former general secretary of the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan, once 
spent over three years in jail because he refused to give information about a 
Formosan journalist who had written something against the government. 


During those years in prison, Kao passed the time by converting prisoners to 
Christianity, writing poetry, reading the Bible and praying for the church. 
The Presbyterian Church of Taiwan, in the meantime, sat an empty chair for Kao 
upfront at its General Assemblies and worked for removal of the military 
emergency which had been in effect in Taiwan ever since the end of World 

War II. 


That meant that during all those years the original people in Taiwan - the 
Formosans — could not vote. Finally last year, the military ban was removed. 
The church had been very important in obtaining that freedom. 


C.S. Yang, presently the general secretary of that denomination, recently 
distributed a booklet of statements made by the Presbyterian Church of Taiwan 
Since 1971 on ‘our national fate'. In an article written by Kao in the 
booklet, he states, ‘Our actions in trying to make proposals to the government 
have been motivated by the belief that human rights are given by God.' 


Because of the long struggle of this church for justice and freedom in Taiwan, 
the denomination has felt compelled to call for caution in the acceptance of 
the Christian Council of China as a member of the World Council of Churches. 


Kao is quick to point out, 'We want the Christian Council of China to become a 
member of the WCC. But we have a strong feeling of wanting to protect the 
freedom of our denomination, in that it would not be listed as any part of the 
People's Republic of China. 'We are not part of the People's Republic of 
China', he stated firmly. 


The Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has long worked to preserve the freedom of 
religious faith guaranteed in their constitution, to help overcome isolation 
in foreign relations, to establish relationship of mutual trust between the 
government and the church, to help toward the reconciliation and working 
together of all people living in Taiwan and to preserve human rights and the 
welfare of the people. 


At the time of the Vancouver Assembly, one of the concerns was for the release 
of Kao from jail in Taiwan. It was expressed during discussions at that 
Assembly. Kao is now here as an official delegate along with the new general 
secretary. 


Their church has had a long battle to obtain the rights which they are now 
beginning to be allowed. They have made brave statements and stood firm - 
even to the point of spending time in prison. And for that reason, they want 
to be sure to protect the interests of that church during deliberations here. 
[EPS] 
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OUTLOOK ON RC-WCC RELATIONS: STATUS QUO 


Two people with major roles in relationships between the World Council of 
Churches and Roman Catholicism each have projected a continuation of the 
current situation of cooperation and collaboration. Neither saw major changes 
on such questions as Roman Catholic membership in the council, or official 
permission for sharing holy communion. 


Australian Roman Catholic Archbishop Edward Cassidy, president of the Vatican 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity, and French Reformed Pastor Jacques 
Maury, WCC co-chair of the Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group, answered questions 
(14 February) at a news conference during the WCC Seventh Assembly. Neither 
saw WCC membership for the Roman Catholic Church as likely any time soon, 
though both agreed that it should remain a question open for review in the 
years ahead. They also referred to obstacles and hesitations on both sides 
about such membership. 


Both noted various doctrinal, ethical, and practical disagreements’ and 
difficulties to be dealt with before church unity can be realized. But, 
observed Cassidy, after 25 years of growing mutual confidence, ‘we may now 
speak openly of our difficulties'. Both offered positive assessments of the 
many ways in which the Vatican and the WCC cooperate on the global level, and 
of Roman Catholic ecumenical involvements at regional, national, and local 
levels. (Three of the eight regional ecumenical organizations - for the 
Caribbean, the Pacific, and the Middle East - include Roman Catholic 
jurisdictions as full members; the same is true of about three dozen national 
councils of churches.) 


In his message of greeting to the assembly, Pope John Paul noted 'the sad fact 
-.. that our testimony ... is less convincing to the degree that the world 
continues to be confronted by our divisions'. One questioner suggested to 
Cassidy that in line with that sentiment, the Vatican should okay a 
"concession" by officially allowing other Christians to receive the eucharist 
at celebrations under Roman Catholic auspices, and vice versa. 


Cassidy, however, judged that sharing the eucharist is the ‘ultimate sign and 
seal' of church unity, and thus a step with many and major doctrinal 
implications. So, he said, it could not be just a step along the way to 
unity. Noting that some participants at an informal meeting of Roman 
Catholics at the assembly took strong issue with the official ban on shared 
eucharist, Cassidy said 'we would all like to move along much more quickly'. 
But, he said, to do so would do ‘more harm than otherwise', because, among 
other things, it might cause disunion within Roman Catholicism. 


(At that same meeting, the Roman Catholic JWG co-chair, English Bishop Alan 
Clark, said that for Roman Catholics to receive the eucharist celebrated under 
ecumenical auspices, as some have done at the assembly, 'does not advance the 
cause of Christian unity one inch'.) 


On the question of Roman Catholic support for the ecumenical process related 
to issues of justice, peace, and creation (JPIC), Cassidy said the Vatican is 
firmly ‘committed to the JPIC process', even though it declined an invitation 
from the WCC Central Committee to co-host the March 1990 World Convocation on 
JPIC. Cassidy said that was because the Vatican judged the JPIC preparatory 
document to be ‘lacking a proper theological basis'. Both he and Maury agreed 
that Roman Catholic contributions to JPIC have been significant. [EPS] 
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ASSEMBLY DECIDES ONE WCC PRESIDENT TO BE UNDER 30 


After a brief debate, delegates to the Seventh Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches decided (Friday, 15 February) that one of the seven WCC presidents 
is to be a person under 30. By a substantial majority, the 800-plus delegates 
made the change, after voting to raise the proposed age limit for the young 
president from 27 to 30. Other criteria for the presidents are that at least 
three be women, and one of the seven be an Eastern and another an Oriental 
Orthodox. 


The outgoing presidium includes a member each from Asia, Africa, North 
America, the Caribbean, and the Middle East, and two from Europe (Switzerland 
and the former East Germany). In WCC usage, there are eight regions - those 
in the outgoing presidium, plus Latin America and the Pacific. Besides 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, there were an Anglican, a Lutheran, a Reformed, 
a Methodist, and a member of a United church on the presidium. Nominees for 
president are to be announced and voted on by the assembly later (18 February). 


At the same plenary, the nominations committee presented a revised version of 
its proposed slate for the 150 members of the WCC Central Committee, which 
governs the council between assemblies. Introducing the report, committee 
co-moderator Ruth Jefferson (Anglican, Canada) spoke of frustration, anger, 
and pain it experienced because of the ‘difficult balancing act' necessary 
both to try to meet ‘WCC goals' (at least 20 percent youth, and 40 percent 
women on the committee), and to respect church proposals for committee 
membership. 


The revised slate includes 63 percent men (59 percent on the first slate), 

8 percent people under 27 (no change), and 59 percent ordained (60 percent). 
The first list included 23 people who were members of the previous committee; 
the new one has 27. (The committee elected at the 1975 assembly had a female 
membership of 23 percent. That chosen in 1983 had 26 percent.) 


The percentages for the proposed committee slate are based on the 145 
committee members from the full member churches - in general, those with 25 
000 or more members. Nominated for the five seats reserved for people from 
the 35 associate members - those with memberships between 10 000 and 25 000 - 
are five ordained men. The 150 seats in the revised list (with the numbers 
for the first list - which included 149 seats - in parentheses) are allocated 
as follows: 25 to Africa (25), 24 to Asia (25), 3 to the Caribbean (3), 52 to 
Europe (51), 6 to Latin America (6), 12 to the Middle East (12), 23 to North 
America (22), and 5 to the Pacific (5). 


The new slate prompted several vigorous objections from assembly participants, 
among them Lois Wilson (United, Canada), one of the seven WCC presidents. She 
expressed anger at ‘'threats' and ‘intimidation' against some female nominees, 
trying to force them to resign. 'The politics of the WCC stink to high 
heaven', she said, ‘and I don't think that's what Jesus had in mind'. (The 
assembly later resolved that if any nominee resigns, the replacement cannot 
increase the percentages of men, people over 27, or ordained ministers on the 
Slate.) It was also objected that 10 of the 12 people under 27 on the slate 
are women. 


The committee may present a further revised slate before the elections (18 
February). Also, six or more delegates may propose a candidate to run against 
a particular candidate on the final slate from the nominations committee. 
[EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Youth Pre-Assembly Event Delegates Identify with Oppressed 


[This is a text of a message of the Pre-Assembly Youth Event (2-5 February) to 
the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches. ] 


We the youth of the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches - more 
than 300 stewards, delegates, observers and advisers - have gathered to 
wrestle with the theme ‘Come Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation' in a 
Pre-Assembly Youth event here in Canberra during 2-5 February 1991. We have 
struggled with and celebrated our diversity of nations, cultures, languages, 
theologies and denominational backgrounds. We have worshipped together, 
listened to each others' stories and formed links of global solidarity to 
sustain us in the future. 


From the opening of our gathering, we have acknowledged that. we are on 
Aboriginal land. We have committed ourselves to struggle in solidarity with 
all indigenous peoples and to respect and learn from their deep spiritual and 
cultural traditions; we call on the whole Assembly to do likewise. 


We believe that our lives are a continuous experience of Pentecost: the Holy 
Spirit gives us vision and the gift of prophecy. It is this same Spirit 
which empowers and challenges us to confront the evil of sin both personal and 
corporate. 


As young people we are alarmed at the extent of environmental degradation of 
the world which we are inheriting - the destruction of rainforests, the 
dumping of toxic wastes, nuclear weapons testing, global warming, and the 
thinning of the ozone layer —- to name but a few areas. We acknowledge that 
the cause of these problems is our own greed, especially in the first world 
where wasteful consumption is accepted as normal because we see ourselves as 
the owners rather than as the stewards of creation. We ask the Giver of Life 
to empower us in our commitment to renouncing greed and to seeking alternate 
lifestyles, both personal and corporate. Let us start with this Assembly, by 
eliminating the use of disposable cups and by recycling the vast quantities of 
paper we use. 


As young people we know that the freedom given to us by God is often denied to 
us by human structures of sin. As young people we feel the greatest burden 
of human rights abuses, of economic and social injustice, of apartheid, of 
civil and international war, and other forms of corporate evil. These 
structures force millions of us to become refugees or displaced peoples, 
inside or outside our own countries. In Asia, Latin America, Africa and 
Eastern Europe we lead the struggle against authoritarian and repressive 
governments, and suffer accordingly. From many countries we are called to 
fight in the Middle East, in a war not of our own making. 


As young people, and especially young women, we are often deprived of freedom 
by our churches which render us voiceless, powerless and marginalised in the 
name of ‘experience' and 'knowledge'. We believe, however, that experience 
and knowledge are not wisdom, and that the Spirit of Truth is not limited to 
any age, gender, or other category of person. We deplore the fact that our 
representation at this Assembly (10 percent of delegates) is even lower than 
in Vancouver (13 percent) and only half the level that the member churches 
have committed themselves to reaching. We acknowledge the effort of this 
Assembly to remedy this imbalance in the selection of the various committees, 
but we urge the member churches to take their own commitment more seriously at 
all levels of selection. [over] 


Youth/2 


As young people we have felt the Spirit calling us to reconciliation and unity 
as God's people. We recognise that reconciliation is a costly process, that 
there is no easy way of overcoming the differences which have divided us for 
so long. Indeed, we recognise that we can and must LEARN from our diversity of 
perspectives, and have done so in concrete ways during our pre-Assembly 
gathering. One thing we _ know: there can be no reconciliation without 
justice, and justice requires both repentance and renewal. We therefore call 
on the member churches to seriously repent of their own participation in 
building barriers that divide - young from old, rich from poor, men from 
women, powerful from powerless, one race from another, one tradition within 
our own Christian faith from another. 


And yet we know that the Holy Spirit is within each of us as individuals and 
all of us as a community, urging and enabling us to transform and sanctify 
ourselves. Then we may indeed dream dreams and see visions with which to 
guide our lives in this world. With this hope we now join with the entire 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches in praying, 'Come Holy 
Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation'. [EPS] 


EPS; 91°02 577 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Women's Group Deplores Child, Drug Abuse, and other Vices 


{This is a text of an open letter written by the Ecumenical Women's Group of 
Geneva, Switzerland, to the participants of the Seventh Assembly of the WCC.] 


Among the fast-moving events all over the world, we are particularly concerned 
about those which affect children. We hear, in the news’ stories, TV 
programmes and published research, alarming facts about child abuse, child 
prostitution, sex tourism, pornography, pre-arranged child marriages, 
widespread lack of educational facilities for children, and _ critical 
situations such as those caused by war-children forced to live in refugee 
camps, and militarised zones where they are often without food or shelter. 
Members of our Ecumenical Women's Group, particularly those from Third World 
countries, have seen the gravity of children's suffering in their own 
communities. 


With this is mind, we urgently appeal to the Assembly to take up the condition 
of the world's children as one of its top priorities. We recommend that the 
Assembly propose a theological and ideological basis on which the Central 
Committee and the member churches can build an embracing, sustaining programme 
to address children's needs. 


The Seventh Assembly's theme, 'Come Holy Spirit - Renew The Whole Creation', 
is a prayer and also a challenge to all of us. In so praying, we are 
accepting a partnership in making that prayer a concrete reality. We become 
partners with the Spirit in renewing the whole creation: this includes the 
lives of our children. And we want to be partners also with the children 
ourselves, listening to their voices in every way we can, in order to seek 
together with them the renewal of their lives. 


We, the members of the Ecumenical Women's Group of Geneva, support the 
aspirations of the World Council of Churches' Seventh Assembly. As a group of 
women journeying with the church toward the realisation of God's kingdom, we 
are greatly inspired by the World Council of Churches' enduring efforts toward 
deepening and widening the vision of the ecumenical movement. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Pope's Message To WCC Seventh Assembly Emphasizes Unity 


[This is a text of a message of Pope John Paul II to the Seventh Assembly of 
the WCC.] 


On the occasion of the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches I 
send warm greetings to you and all the participants, and assure you of my 
closeness in prayer as you gather to consider the theme: "Come Holy Spirit: 
Renew the Whole Creation’. 


The fact that the World Council of Churches has chosen for its Assembly a 
theme dedicated to the Holy Spirit is both significant and opportune. Aig 
calls to mind the abiding presence of the Spirit who has been with the Church 
throughout her history and who is among us now in fulfilment of the words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ who said: ‘the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 
in my name ... will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you' (Jn 14:26). 


The ecumenical movement, of which your Assembly is an important forum, has 
been ‘fostered by the grace of the Holy Spirit' (Unitatis Redintegratio, 1). 

It is in fact the Spirit who sustains our prayer, our openness to conversion 
of mind and heart, and our faithfulness to the word of life transmitted in the 
Gospel and in the Church. We can truly state that progress towards the 
restoration of unity among Christians depends above all on the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. 


In the seven years since your last Assembly the Spirit has brought us further 
along the road towards unity. My visit to the World Council of Churches in 
1984 and your subsequent visit to Rome underlined the significant efforts 
towards unity in which we are _ engaged. At Assisi in 1986, when the 
representatives of many Christian communities and of other’ religious 
traditions generously responded to my call for a Day of Prayer for Peace, we 
had a moving experience of the direction in which the Spirit is leading us. 


Theological dialogue too has made important contributions to the search for 
unity and is helping to clarify issues which need to be further studied. In 
this connection, I am mindful of the value of the consultation undertaken with 
regard to the document Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. 


Such positive aspects of our search for visible unity in faith are surely a 
sign of the Holy Spirit drawing us closer to the unity which Christ wishes for 


his disciples. The difficulties which we experience in our ecumenical 
efforts should not discourage us but rather impel us to commit ourselves anew 
to the task in hand. May your Assembly be an occasion for a _ renewed 


awareness of the Spirit's gifts in this regard. 


The present tragic situation of our troubled world confirms once again 
humanity's need for reconciliation, its need for an ever more authentic 
witness to the Biblical message of peace, justice and the integrity of 
creation. But the sad fact is that our testimony to these values is less 
convincing to the degree that the world continues to be confronted by our 
divisions. Herein lies the urgency of the ecumenical task. 


It is my prayer that the Lord will bless your Assembly and that the Holy 
Spirit will guide our common efforts tcwards unity of faith. May the same 
Spirit enlighten all those gathering in Canberra to reflect together on the 
great issues of our times in the light of the Word of God. 'The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all' (2 Cor 13:14). [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Ideas for Church Renewal (Martin O'Malley) 


[O'Malley writes a column for the United Church Observer, monthly of the 
United Church of Canada, from which this item is excerpted.] 


pane Ny Catacombs: This came to me Easter Saturday evening, watching The 
Robe. There was Richard Burton, the Roman tribune, inching along in a 
catacomb, bracing himself against the craggy walls as water plonked at his 
feet. 


Bring back catacombs. They are cheaper than cathedrals, they don't need 
air-conditioning, and they look kind of cosy. 


a: Sinners: If I go to a dentist's office, I expect to see people scared 
silly or bent over in pain; if I go to a hospital, I don't expect to meet 
people who look like they could run the Boston Marathon. 


When I go to church, I expect to see a few people who look like they have been 
caught in the cookie jar. 


3% Miracles: Our patience is wearing thin waiting for miracles. You go to 
a baseball game, you expect to see a homer now and then. 


You go to church, once in a while you expect to hear someone in one of the 
rear pews shout, 'I can see! I,can,.seett 


4. Togas: That's what they wore in the catacombs, now they have been 
co-opted by fraternity students. Too many people who go to church dress like 
bank presidents. Less advantaged people who go to church run up their Visa 
cards so they can dress like bank presidents. 


If we all wore togas, you couldn't tell a bank president from a freelance 
writer. And we'd all feel kind of cosy. 


5 Roof-raisings: If we don't want to roll up our sleeves and dig 
catacombs, what better way to keep the devil from idle minds than a 
boisterous, highly traditional, Saturday-afternoon roof raising? 


We could raise retractable roofs so when it rains we could slide it open and 
baptise an entire congregation faster than you could say 'Skydome'. 


Gs Unity: Isn't that how we got the old ball rolling 65 years ago with the 
Methodists, Congregationalists and Presbyterians [who came together to form 
the United Church of Canada]? 


Why not declare everyone a member unless they write in and say they don't want 
to be? 


Throw open the doors, invite everybody in, no questions. 


It would be like those controlled-circulation magazines that end up in your 
mailbox whether you subscribed or not. 


We'd get millions of new members, millions of Observer readers, millions of 
ads, millions of dollars. We could hand out bank-president clothes at the 
door. ... [EPS] 
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Available from WCC/PCR, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: The WCC Seventh Assembly 
issue of the PCR newsletter (Link), and a special issue in the PCR Information 
series, on Women UNder Racism: A Decade of Visible Action. 


KEKE KEKKKKKKKKKKKHKKKKKKKKKKEKKEKKKKKEKKKEKKKKKKKKK 


EPS at the WCC Seventh Assembly 


Six issues of EPS are being mailed from Geneva during the Assembly. The 
remaining issue is scheduled for 22 February. 


Daily EPS coverage is also being provided to those who requested it, by fax, 
e-mail, or telex. 


EPS address till 22 February: WCC Seventh Assembly, GPO Box 1566, Canberra 
ACT 2601, Australia. 


EPS phone numbers: 61-6/249.5426 (21-22 February) 


EPS fax numbers: 61-6/249.5427 (21-22 February) 
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ROUNDUP: WAR, UNITY, INDIGENOUS PEOPLE, CULTURE, KEY ASSEMBLY ISSUES 


The war in the (Persian) Gulf, church unity, the situation of Australian 
Aborigines and other indigenous people, and the relationship between faith and 
culture, were among major issues at the Seventh Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, which met in Canberra (Australia), 7-20 February. 


WCC assemblies meet every seven or eight years. This one brought together 
about 4000 people, including more than 800 delegates from most of the 317 WCC 
member churches, representing most Christian traditions in almost all 
countries of the world. Among other participants were 10 guests from other 
faiths, about 1500 ‘'full-time' visitors, and more than 200 observers from 
non-member bodies, including 23 appointed by the Vatican. 


The Gulf war figured prominently in peace prayers and a procession. On its 
last day, the assembly called for an immediate ceasefire and a subsequent 
immediate, complete, and unconditional Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. It urged 
the United Nations to re-assert its role as peacemaker, convene a Security 
Council meeting on the Iraq-Kuwait dispute, and convene an international 
"conference on peace, security, and cooperation in the Middle East’. 


The assembly gave prominence to the concerns of Aboriginal Australians. WCC 
delegations which visited two remote Aboriginal communities before the 
assembly, reported that racism in Australia ‘is not just horrific, but 
genocidal’, and that Aborigines are 'demoralised' because of ‘exclusion from 
decision-making processes in virtually every area that determines their lives’. 


Aboriginal art and spirituality were prominent, and one plenary treated 
Aboriginal history and concerns, through testimonies and a multi-media 
presentation. The assembly endorsed a WCC commitment to support and monitor a 
‘treaty process' between Aborigines and the Australian government, and called 
on the church in Australia to ‘return land unjustly taken' from. the 
Aborigines. It asked WCC members to support struggles of indigenous people 
everywhere for self-—determination, land rights, and religious freedom. 


Proposed statements on internal conflicts within sovereign states, South 
Africa, the Pacific, and the Baltic States and regions of tension in the USSR, 
and appeals on Sri Lanka and El Salvador received general assembly 
endorsement, but were referred to the WCC Central Committee for final action. 


Questions of church unity came into focus in terms of both structural unity 
and theological diversity. A keynote address by Parthenios, Eastern Orthodox 
patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, declared that the struggle for unity 
has no room for neutrality, but must continue unimpeded in obedience to the 
Holy Spirit. In a message to the assembly, Pope John Paul said the ecumenical 
task is urgent because the witness of the church 'is less convincing to the 
degree that the world continues to be confronted by our divisions’. 


But, despite significant theological convergence in recent years, it was clear 
—- in assembly discussions and in its worship life - that the eucharist, 
ordained ministry, and views about the nature of the church, remain key 
stumbling blocks to full communion. The assembly asked the Vatican-WCC Joint 
Working Group to concentrate on remaining obstacles to a fuller relationship 
between the two bodies. It also called for greater attention to relationships 
with churches outside WCC membership. In an open letter, Orthodox participants 
insisted that the main WCC aim must be restoration of church unity, and asked 
that issues of faith and order be given greater prominence. [over] 


roundup/2 


In a dramatic presentation, Korean feminist theologian Chung Hyun Kyung linked 
Christian theology of the Holy Spirit with elements of traditional Korean 
spirituality and culture. This generated considerable controversy over issues 
such as the relationship between theology and culture, what is pagan and what 
is holy, and how emerging Third World theologies relate to traditional forms. 


The assembly theme, ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation', 
undergirded the two-week program of worship, Bible studies, plenaries, 
regional gatherings, and small groups. The assembly received reports from 
sections which addressed issues arising from each of the four sub-themes. 


The report, 'Giver of Life —- Sustain Your Creation', called for an emphasis on 
the theology of creation; a new global ethic of economy and ecology; and a 
church covenant to work for justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 
‘Spirit of Truth - Set Us Free' raised concerns about human rights, community 
among people of different races and ideologies, mass media, international 
peace, justice for women, and sustainable value systems (including 
international economic structures). 


‘Spirit of Unity - Reconcile Your People' pointed to the missional and 
inclusive nature of the church. It drew attention to the need for a community 
of sharing; for reconciliation among cultures, and people of different faiths 
and ideologies; and for closer relationship between the ecumenical and 
pentecostal-charismatic movements. ‘Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify Us', 
addressing personal and corporate spirituality, affirmed the importance of 
worship, spiritual disciplines, work for unity and justice, inclusiveness, 
service of the world, and Christian lifestyles of non-violence and holiness. 
The assembly reflected recent political developments around the world. It 
accepted the China Christian Council as a member, after a_ three-decade 
estrangement. The [North] Korean Christians Federation sent observers for the 
first time. From South Africa, the (officially mixed-race) Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church was admitted into membership and (white) Dutch Reformed Church 
observers attended for the first time in more than 25 years. Eastern European 
delegates spoke of new tensions in the wake of the collapse of communism. 


Concerned about the low number of delegates under 27 (11 percent), the 
assembly decided one of the seven WCC presidents would be under 30. Youth 
delegates protested as ‘ecumenical suicide’ the election of but 11 youth to 
the 150-member WCC Central Committee. That process, and the election of the 
WCC presidents, was described as ‘'painful'. Finally approved were seven 
presidents: Anne-Marie Aagaard (Lutheran, Denmark), Vinton Anderson 
(Methodist, USA), Leslie Boseto (United, Solomon Islands), Priyanka Mendis 
(Anglican, Sri Lanka), Parthenios of Alexandria (Eastern Orthodox, Egypt), 
Eunice Santana (Disciples, Puerto Rico), and Shenouda of Alexandria (Oriental 
Orthodox, Egypt). It recommended that Aaron Tolen (Reformed, Cameroon) be 
added as an eighth president after the Central Committee meeting right after 
the assembly votes to change the rules to allow it. 


Worship, reflecting the diversity of languages, cultures and traditions at the 
assembly, was held in a huge tent at the Australian National University. 
Among other assembly highlights were an opening address by Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke; messages from youth, children and ‘'differently-abled' 
persons; presentations on unity, women's concerns, and what the Spirit is 
saying to the churches; an open-air, welcome-to-Australia presentation, 
"Gathering Under the Southern Cross'; a focus on Pacific concerns; 
delegates' visits to parishes across south-eastern Australia; and special 
pre-assembly gatherings for women and youth. [EPS] 
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ASSEMBLY SECTION II URGES: FREE MUST BREAK DOWN BARRIERS FOR UN-FREE 


The Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches has approved the 
substance of a report, ‘Spirit of Truth - Set Us Free', and commended it for 
study by WCC members. Thirty spoken and four written comments made during 
assembly plenary time devoted to the report are to be added to it as an 
appendix. 


The report urges free people to take seriously their responsibility to help 
the unfree. Says the report, ‘We, as people who have received the gift of 
freedom, cannot cease to struggle for the release of those who are captive to 
unjust social and economic systems.' 


It says both Christians and the church tend to limit the work of the Holy 
Spirit to an exclusively internal and personal experience: ‘Liberation by the 
Spirit empowers us to understand the world from the perspective of the 
vulnerable’. 


The report urges Christians to talk with those in power at all levels on 
issues of justice, peace, and creation (JPIC). It recommends awareness of the 
gifts of the ‘differently-abled', and urges the Christian community to seek 
out and engage those who are struggling to be free from oppression, despair, 
and destruction. 


A second issue is what the report refers to as ‘contradictions and imbalances 
prevailing in the world economic system'. The report welcomes initiatives 
taken by several church organizations requesting WCC study and action about 
the international debt crisis. It urges WCC members to follow critically the 
work of the United Nations and the International Court of Justice in order to 
monitor more effectively current economic developments. 


A third issue in the report centres around racial justice. It calls ‘racism 
one of the terrible sins of humankind'. The report points out that wars, 
famine, drought, and other disasters have created a growing population of 
refugees, displaced persons, and asylum seekers who must find new homes. WCC 
members are asked to be alert to the potential dangers of increased racial 
tension as the result of the current migrations of people. 


Indicating the special concerns of women in racial, caste, and economic 
violence, the report notes in particular discrimination against Dalits in 
India (people often referred to as '‘untouchables') struggling for dignity, 
equality, freedom, and humane living conditions. 


Other problems particularly mentioned are issues of ethnicity emerging in 
Europe, undercurrents of racism in the current Middle East conflicts, and 
struggles of Australian Aborigines for a recognition of their history, 
culture, and land rights. Also commented on is the 500th anniversary of the 
arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean. The report asks for a 
repudiation of any celebration of colonization, and support for indigenous 
peoples in connection with the anniversary. 


The challenge of communication is a fourth issue in the report, which stresses 
the power of print and electronic media. They are described as powerful tools 
of hidden control. The report speaks of the control of the media market and 
of what is written or produced. It stresses educating church people to be 
discerning listeners, viewers, and readers. [over] 


section/2 


Recommendations include calls for a new world information and communication 
order. Also mentioned are a request for public church support for the rights 
of the powerless. The report recommends boycotts of products of those who 
sponsor programs that promote violence, sexism, racism, pornography, and 
obscenity. 


Another issue in the report is described as the challenge for lasting peace 
and meaningful security. It lists challenges on different continents, and 
makes recommendations, including regional solidarity in peace work of the 
churches, a preferential option for the poor, programs of peace education, and 
a rejection of ‘enemy images'. It further recommends that the church be an 
example of peacemaking, including making peace within itself. 


The final issue is justice for women. Recommendations include a call for a 
WCC study conference of church leaders in order to have serious discussions on 
the roles and relationships between women and men in our communities. Other 
recommendations include the use of inclusive language, continued WCC study of 
marriage and family issues, special attention to health issues related to 
women and children, literacy programs, and continued participation of women in 
ordained ministries where possible. 


Other themes in the report include human rights, the role of United Nations in 
understanding and promoting peace and justice among the nations of the world, 
and issues of power and oppression. It was also noted that many Christians, 
especially in Africa and Asia, feel threatened by Islamisation and the 
introduction of Islamic law (Sharia). They ask WCC to take this issue very 
seriously in dialogue with people of other faiths. 


In their spoken comments, several speakers expressed concern about theology 
and the selection of Bible texts in the document. Several others raised 
questions about section references to ‘inclusive language', female images in 
expressing the faith, and justice for and the harassment of women. 


Lois Wilson (United Church of Canada, one of the seven outgoing WCC 
presidents), asked that sexual harassment in the church be referred to, and 
Mary Gene Boatler (Reformed [Presbyterian], USA) referred to harassment of and 
violence against women at the assembly itself. She said the tent at the 
assembly set up for the women's program and its activities served as a 
necessary sanctuary for such women. 


There was a call to include concerns of youth, a question raised about the 
disproportionate number of women leaving the WCC staff, and a proposal for 
action (not just more study) on the world debt crisis. Peter Wildmann 
(Lutheran, Denmark) observed, 'We call for a new economic order but we give no 
indication of how we think we are going to accomplish it'. George McGonigle 
(Anglican, USA) said that under the current financial restrictions, it is 
pointless to call for new WCC staff positions. 


Other comments were made on indigenous people, refugees, and the abuse of 
human rights connected with some aspects of tourism. David Blakely (general 
secretary, Irish Council of Churches) made a strong appeal against ‘war-ism', 
rather than ‘constantly highlighting [only] youth-ism, sexism and age-ism'. 
[EPS] 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC - WCC DIALOGUE TO FOCUS ON OBSTACLES 


The Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches voted (19 February) to 
reduce the size of the Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group (JWG) and to direct it 
to concentrate on addressing obstacles preventing a fuller WCC-Roman Catholic 
relationship. 


In its report, the assembly Reference Committee noted that last year was the 
25th anniversary of JWG. "Most of its original mandate has been fulfilled, 
and Roman Catholic participation in the ecumenical movement has become a 
normal feature', it notes, yet obstacles and difficulties remain. It is, the 
report says, time to review the purposes and operations of the JWG. 


The report projects a 'newly-composed JWG ... to concentrate its attention on 
a substantive review of the relationships between the Roman Catholics and the 
wcc ... in particular, to analyse more deeply the obstacles which have 
prevented the relationships from developing even more fully'. .It suggests 
that JWG aim at ‘a common acknowledgement of the ecclesial character of the 
relationship which has grown between the RCC and the fellowship of churches in 
the WCC, and suggest ways of giving more substantive expression to it'. 


The assembly accepted recommendations that JWG membership be halved, from 12 
to six (plus two staff members from each side), and that the group be given 
the primary task of ‘assessing afresh the basis and common ground shared by 
the RCC and the WCC, and developing new perspectives for giving shape to this 
relationship’. This task, it said, will need to be placed in the context of 
the ongoing process of redefining the WCC vision and self-understanding. 


The assembly asked the group not to undertake any other major projects until 
it has reported on this task, allowing its parent bodies to ‘agree on a new 
framework for the relationship'. This is to be completed before the next WCC 
assembly in seven or eight years. 


However, the assembly did ask that JWG complete work begun on ecumenical 
formation, and on ethical issues as a source of church division. The task of 
monitoring and promoting regular cooperation between departments of the 
Vatican and the WCC would devolve to a smaller coordinating group. In debate 
on the report, most speakers emphasised the need for WCC-RCC dialogue to be 
maintained or upgraded. Several urged that more be made of ecumenical 
relationships involving Roman Catholics at the local level. The assembly 
endorsed a move that JWG set up formal relationship with similar working 
groups in regional ecumenical organizations, and consult fully with the three 
dozen or so national councils of churches which include Roman Catholic 
membership. 


In discussion, Aram Keshishian (Oriental Orthodox, Lebanon) suggested four 
issues of crucial importance for WCC-RCC relations - a growing shift in 
emphasis from multilateral to bilateral dialogue; the 'selective and limited 
mature' of Roman Catholic involvement in WCC activities; major Vatican 
‘reservations' about WCC membership; and a deterioration of Roman Catholic-— 
Eastern Orthodox relations in some countries. Dietrich Verner (Lutheran, 
Germany) suggested an international conference of WCC member churches and the 
Roman Catholic Church at the start of the next century to explore paths 
towards unity. [over] 
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As the assembly adopted the resolutions, three protesters entered the hall 
from a side door holding a banner tied to many white balloons. fThe banner, 
proclaiming that ‘Seventh Day Adventists believe this prophecied [sic] 
Romeward unity is the Spirit of Antichrist', drifted up to the ceiling where 
it hung for the remainder of the plenary. 


Invited to greet the assembly on behalf of the Roman Catholic members of the 
Joint Working Group, English Bishop Alan Clark said ‘something has been 
happening, something has been grown, and become rich with life', adding that 
JWG restructuring will further enhance its process. ‘We need to explore what 
it means to be in imperfect, limited communion.... We must push out our 
vision and discover what is the ecclesial reality' of WCC-RCC relationships. 


The Reference Committee report says that ‘ecumenism is alive at the base where 
the people live and struggle together'. It says 'no single pattern or uniform 
set of criteria would apply to all relationships, which develop very much in 
response to the needs of Christian communities in their particular context'. 
The assembly also received the sixth JWG report (for the 1983-90 period). It 
includes two JWG study documents - 'The Church: Local and Universal', and 
"The Notion of Hierarchy of Truths: An Ecumenical Interpretation’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.83 
ORTHODOX ARCHBISHOP: CRITICISM OF THE WCC COMES FROM STANDPOINT OF GOODWILL 


Criticism from the Orthdox Church about the World Council of Churches is from 
the standpoint of goodwill, said Archbishop Kirill of the Russian Orthodox 
Church at a press conference (18 February). 


The archbishop said he would not wish that criticism made from the Orthdox 
churches be seen in a threatening way or implying any intention of withdrawing 
from the WCC. 


"The WCC is our home', he said. "We see the WCC as the cradle of the one 
church for which we are all working. We have a special responsibility for the 
fate of the WCC', he added. 


The archbishop, head of the External Relations Department of the ROC, said he 
was convinced that what is going on in the WCC must be taken back to the 
churches and worked on. 


The consequences of our decisions here in Canberra are no different for the 
Orthdox churches than for any other member church, he said. 


Replying to a question about the Baltic states, Archbishop Kirill said that 
support for these states is very important. But the view from inside the 
country is different from that on the outside. The Soviet Union has many 
national problems, he said, drawing attention to a number of people dying in 
other states, notably Karabagh. 


"Dozens of people are dying there', he said. ‘There is almost a war going 
on.' He indicated the Baltic states are not so special but part of a general 
problem of democratisation and the future of the state. 


The archbishop asked for prayers for the Baltic churches and for the people 
and churches of all the Soviet Union who need the support of the ecumenical 
movement. [EPS] . 
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ASSEMBLY OKAYS FOUR GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR REGIONAL ECUMENICAL RELATIONSHIPS 


The Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches has called (19 February) 
for an agreement on procedures for WCC cooperation with regional ecumenical 
organizations (REOs). These would be worked out in consultation with REO 
general secretaries, and submitted to the 1992 meeting of the WCC Central 
Committee. 


The assembly accepted four guiding principles for such. relationships, 
including ‘complementarity in their relationships and functions' and the 
‘preferential character' of their relationships with each other. In addition 
to the principles, the committee put particular emphasis on three other 
points: the oneness of the ecumenical movement; openness for contacts beyond 
the REO-WCC level, and concern about relationships as partners which are 
‘complementary and non-hierarchical'. 


Meeting earlier during the assembly, REO representatives expressed 
considerable disquiet about WCC-REO relationships, reacting negatively to a 
perception that WCC is thought to be at the ‘'centre' with REOs at the 
‘periphery'. (There are seven such REOs - for the Pacific, the Caribbean, the 
Middle East, Europe, Africa, Asia, Latin America; Canada and the United 
States have not formed an REO.) 


Following a meeting with some REO general secretaries, the assembly Reference 
Committee reported that efforts have been made since the previous assembly (in 
1983) to bring clarity and transparency to WCC-REO relationships. However, 
concern was expressed that WCC-REO relationships are ‘still lacking in 
coherence and that earlier patterns of thinking in terms of "centre" and 
"periphery" were not fully overcome’. 


The assembly committee report agreed that REOs set their own priorities, which 
cannot always easily be fitted into a global framework. 


The assembly approved a committee recommendation that in the future allocation 
of WCC staff resources, provision be made for strengthening WCC-REO 
cooperation. 


The assembly also approved a floor proposal to have WCC relationships with 
national councils of churches included on the agenda of the September 1991 
meeting of the WCC Central Committee. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.85 
NUCLEAR TESTING IN PACIFIC OPPOSED 


Some 65 European representatives at the WCC Seventh Assembly have signed a 
Statement opposing the use of the Pacific for nuclear testing and other 
activities hostile to the environment. 


The Pacific representatives intend to respond to the European initiative which 
calls attention to several ‘critical developments' which are facing the 
Pacific islands. 


Among others, the statement called attention to the use of Pacific islands by 
European nations (in particular France) for nuclear testing, the beginning of 
the destruction of chemical weapons and toxic waste on Johnston Atoll, and the 
green-house effect and the ensuing climate changes which could threaten 
survival in small island states. [EPS] 
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EVANGELICALS MORE THAN 'WINDOW DRESSING' 


Evangelicals are more than window dressing at the Seventh Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. They have a positive experience of their 
participation, have been well received and listened to, and now feel 
themselves part of the WCC family, and working from within. 


These are some of the conclusions reached by a meeting of evangelicals and 
presented at a news conference (19 February). Introducing the report of those 
with evangelical perspectives, which was sent to the assembly Programme Policy 
Committee, Vinay Samuel (a presbyter of the [United] Church of South India) 
said that although there was increased participation of evangelicals in this 
assembly, over all, evangelicals are wunder-represented in WCC structures. 
(Many WCC member denominations include in their membership people who would 
describe themselves as evangelicals.) 


The group asked for an evangelical presence on every commission. Just as 
women's and Eastern and Oriental Orthodox perspectives are solicited, the WCC 
should set up a monitoring group of staff and evangelical advisers, their 
document says. 


Replying to a hostile question which described the evangelicals as 'window- 
dressing' for various sorts of non-evangelical people and sentiments at the 
assembly, the panel reacted indignantly. Margaret Rodgers, an Anglican 
deaconess from Australia, rejected the charge of window dressing. Referring 
to a controversial presentation by Korean theologian Chung Hyun-Kyung [EPS 
8.3], she said all understand that the gospel is expressed through culture, 
and must be expressed in ways that each culture understands. She observed 
that she did not think the Chung presentation successfully achieved those 
objectives. 


Peter Kuzmic, a Pentecostal pastor from Yugoslavia, reminded the questioner 
that as disciples of Jesus, evangelicals believe that the gospel command to 
love the neighbour is just as important as the great commission to go into all 
the world and preach the gospel. '‘'I don't have problems with people who think 
differently', he said. ‘It does not help us to withdraw into an 
ecclesiastical ghetto and complain from there.' 


David Coffey, the pastor who is to become general secretary of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain, said that even though his denomination is a WCC 
founder member, many within it still react negatively to it. But, he said, 'I 
feel very positive here...and will go back home to be an advocate of the WCC.' 


One area which seems to have caused a little surprise among evangelicals was 
their affinity in discussions with Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, and Roman 
Catholics. 'We share affirmations of the Christian faith with them', said one 
speaker. ' 


Christians from Latin America were under-represented at this assembly, said 
Argentine Baptist Pastor Rene Padilla from Buenos Aires. He said most Latin 
American evangelicals know little about the council, but 'those of us that do, 
have had a very positive experience in working with those involved in the 
ecumenical movment’. 


Besides their paper to the committee, the evangelical group was preparing a 
letter to evangelicals. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Assembly Sends Message of Goodwill To World Churches 


[This is a text of a message to all churches and Christians from the Seventh 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. ] 


As The Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches, meeting in 
Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February 1991, sends greetings to all churches, 
Christians and peoples. The WCC is a fellowship of churches from every part 
of the world, which confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and seeks to 
fulfil the common calling of the churches to the glory of the one God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. 


Qi The Assembly was welcomed by the Aboriginal people of the land which is 
their ‘life' as well as by the churches, the government and people of 
Australia. We express our gratitude to all of them for their welcome, 
hospitality and assistance. 


The theme of this seventh assembly was the invocation 'Come, Holy Spirit, 
Renew the whole Creation’. In worship, reflection and life together, we, the 
participants of the Assembly, sought to understand the hopes and challenges of 
today through the petition: 


Giver of Life, Sustain your Creation! 
Spirit of Truth, Set us free! 

Spirit of Unity, Reconcile your People! 
Holy Spirit, Transform and Sanctify us! 


3% We rejoice and give thanks to God for the diversity of cultures and 
traditions and of the expressions of Christian faith. We give thanks to God 
for the growing sense of unity alongside this diversity. We praise God for 
news of many local developments in ecumenism. At this Assembly we have been 
stirred by the manifold forms of prayer, spirituality, theology and Christian 
commitment which were evident and we would share this enrichment with our 
respective churches and with people everywhere. We affirm the strength and 
vision of women's participation in the churches and the Assembly, commending 
once more the proposals of the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity 
with Women. We recognize the renewed growth of the ecumenical youth movement 
and look forward to the Global Ecumenical Gathering of Youth and Students in 
1992. We reiterate the affirmation of differently-abled persons and urge 
their active participation in the whole life of the churches. 


4. The presence of representatives of other world religions as guests in the 
Assembly reminded us of the growing need to respect the image of God in all 
people, to accept each other as neighbours and to admit our common 
responsibility with them for God's creation, including humanity. 


5s, We met at a time of increasing threats to creation and human survival. In 
a time when the fragile environment is in crisis, we have recognized that 
human beings are not the lords of creation but part of an integrated and 
interdependent whole, and we resolved to work for the sustainability of 
creation. Amid the oppression which afflicts many indigenous peoples, 
minorities and people of colour, we have joined hands with them in 
solidarity. In the face of the growing gap between rich and poor, we have 
affirmed justice for all. [over] 


assembly message/2 


6. Many divisions still prevail in our world. Some are economic and 
political. Brokenness of relationships as well as injustices are experienced 
particularly by many women, children, youth and the differently-abled. The 
Holy Spirit draws churches into a relationship of love and commitment. The 
Spirit calls the churches to a commitment to seek visible unity and a more 
effective mission. Heeding the call of the Spirit, we urge churches to seek 
new and reconciled relationships between peoples and to use the gifts of all 
their members. 


ae We, the churches in Council, still experience brokenness. 
Reconciliation between churches is still incomplete. However, in the 
ecumenical movement, we have been enabled to come out of isolation into a 
committed fellowship: we experience a growing responsibility for each other, 
in joy and in pain, and we seek under the guidance of the Holy Spirit ways to 
be more accountable to each other and to the Lord Christ who prayed that we 
‘may be one'. But we also recognize that the fulness of reconciliation is a 
gift of God and we are called to enter into that reconciliation as the Holy 
Spirit transforms and sanctifies us. 


8. God and humankind are reconciled by the Cross of Christ, a costly 
sacrifice. To appropriate this reconciliation is also costly, as we become 
ministers of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18). We thus become a missionary 
people, not in the sense of dominating people and nations, which has all too 
often characterized missionary work, but in the sense of sharing God's own 
mission of bringing all humanity into communion with God through Christ, 
sharing our faith and our resources with all people. 


9. The Assembly prays for the Spirit of God to lead Christians to a renewed 
vision of God's rule, so that we may be accountable for our stewardship of 
‘the mystery of the Gospel' (Eph. 6:19). We pray that we may bear the ‘fruit 
of the Spirit' that bears out God's rule of love and truth, righteousness and 
justice and freedom, reconciliation and peace. 


10. We affirm that repentance, God's forgiveness and mutual forgiveness are 
elements of the renewed vision of God's rule. Conscious of rapid and radical 
changes in many parts of the world, we commit ourselves to the new proposals 
on world debt, militarism, the eco-system and racism. We affirm that the 
Holy Spirit brings hope amid these challenging concerns and gives strength to 
resolve the deep conflicts which scar human communities. As we have 
committed ourselves to a continuing repentance, so we call other people to 
share in that commitment and to pray for the renewing power of the Holy Spirit 
to restore us in our whole being, personal and communal. 


Lik As we continue this journey to God's rule and the unity of the church 
and of humankind, we pray, with people around the world: 


Come, Holy Spirit. 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

teacher of the humble, judge of the arrogant. 
Come, hope of the poor, refreshment of the weary, 
rescuer of the shipwrecked. 

Come, most splendid adornment of all living beings, 
the sole salvation of all who are mortal. 

Come, Holy Spirit, have mercy on us, 

imbue our lowliness with your power. 

Meet our weakness with the fulness of your grace 
Come, Holy Spirit, renew the whole Creation! [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.02.88 
ECUTEXT: ALEXY II Calls For Renewed Ecumenical Commitment 


[This is the text of a message of Alexy II, Patriarch of Moscow of the Russian 
Orthodox Church to the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
meeting in Canberra, 7-20 February. ] 


Dear Brothers and Sisters, delegates and all other envoys of the world 
ecumenical community, who gathered for the Seventh Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in Canberra, ‘the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all' (2 
Cor.13:14). 


I greet you on behalf of the Russian Orthodox Church which is now being 
revived for a new life having entered the second millennium of its ministry. 


Renewal in the life of our church and our society goes on under complex and 
difficult circumstances. 


There is a process taking place, a painful but extremely necessary 
transformation of the historically grown up context of our church and social 
life and a discovery of reassuring prospects for bringing about a new 
historical context in the life of our church and our country as well as in the 
European life. 


This process of the old dying away and of the new being born opens up great 
opportunities for Christian witness of the church, but at the same time it is 
God's challenge and His call for us to repent and make radical renewal of 
life. 'Put off your old nature' (Eph.4:22) so that ‘we might walk in newness 
of life' (Rom.6:4). 


We ask for your holy prayers of love and Christian solidarity with us in this 
challenge of our revival and renewal. 


On our part, we and our church as a whole will incessantly pray for you who 
gathered in Canberra as we know that after Canberra the World Council of 
Churches and the ecumenical movement as a whole will enter a new phase of 
their development which might be fateful for the World Council and its 
future. We welcome the fact that the Assembly's attention and programmes are 
focused on the main theme 'Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation', but 
we are convinced that this renewal in the Spirit demands that all humanity and 
especially we, Christians, should ‘come to ourselves', 'go to our Heavenly 
Father' and repent in our great historical sin of going away from Him to a 
'distant' country (cf.Lk.15:17-19) and in an abusive treatment of the richness 
of His creation entrusted to us. 


Renewal in the Spirit demands not only ecology in 'nature', in the environment 
and space, but first of all, ecology of the spirit, ecology in the social 
milieu of human relations. 


While invoking the Holy Spirit to renew His whole creation, we ourselves, 'who 
have the first fruits of the Spirit' (Rom.8:23) must feel our responsibility 
and duty, 'for we are fellow workmen for God' (I Cor.3:9). 


In this fellow work with God, the Holy Spirit ‘helps us in our weakness ... 
and the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words’ 
(Rom.8:26). [over] 


alexy/2 


‘He who searches the hearts of men knows what is the mind of the Spirit' 
(Rom.8:27) knows that the Spirit says to the Church, 'Remember then from what 
you have fallen, and repent' (Rev.2:5). 


Dear Brothers and Sisters, while comprehending the past of the ecumenical 
movement in Canberra and reflecting on a new period in the life and work of 
the World Council of Churches, we should always bear in mind ‘what the Spirit 
Says to the Churches' (Rev.3:13) and unceasingly search our conscience and ask 
whether the Holy Spirit says to the Churches what He said to the Church of 
Laodicea in the Revelation of St John the Theologian. 


The message of Canberra will be a new Christian witness in the divided world 
only when we, Christians, and our Churches hear the call of the Holy Spirit to 
us. 


Let us base new directions and structures of the World Council of Churches on 
this call to renewal in the Holy Spirit, being always faithful to an Apostle's 
behest that 'no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which 
ie Jesus Christ’ (1 Cor.32tl). 


We pray for the World Council of Churches to remain faithful to its original 
and major vocation to be the Council of Churches searching together for the 
fulfilment of their common calling to attain the unity in faith and 
eucharistic communion, and to remain, in the spirit of the Toronto 
Declaration, the Council of Churches which the Russian Orthodox Church joined 
at its 3rd Assembly in New Delhi thirty years ago. 


With love in the Lord and beseeching the Spirit of Truth - the Comforter to 
set us on the path of truth in the unity of Spirit and in the union of peace 
and love. [EPS] 


EPS 91.02.89 
ECUTEXT: Christian Body Pledges To Fight Drug, Alcohol Abuse 


[This is an edited text of a statement adopted by the International Christian 
Federation For The Prevention Of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction at a Conference 
in Stockholm, October 1990.] 


Life is a sacred trust to be cherished, nurtured, protected and respected for 
every person. Based on this respect for life, we are called to confront the 
destruction against life which alcohol, drugs, addictive substances and all 
health defeating habits produce. Addiction in all its forms is against the 
purpose of the Creation, against the will of God, and in each addiction 
Creation suffers. 


Addiction is also a serious form of social, mental and spiritual pollution. It 
affects human ability to think and act clearly, to relate to fellow men and 
women, and to participate in the continuation of God's creation. All over the 
world drug addiction has become a major challenge to Christian work. 


Recognising this challenge we pledge ourselves to address the problems of drug 
addiction as a primary concern for Christian work, to educate our fellow 
Christians and the general public on the problems of drug addiction and to 
develop new models for evangelical and social work in the drug field including 
prevention, treatment and rehabilitation programmes. [EPS] 
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This is the last of six issues of EPS devoted almost entirely to the Seventh 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


The four-—journalist EPS team at the assembly was Tom Dorris and Ken Mubu (who 
was responsible for assembling EPS issues 58/04 -— 58/08 from the daily EPS 
coverage of the assembly), plus Marj Carpenter, mews director of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), and David Busch, editor of Religion-Watch of the 
Australasian Religious Press Association. 


Thanks also to several other colleagues, in Canberra and Geneva, who played 
important parts in making this special coverage possible. 


Unavoidably, this and the other assembly issues have little news of anything 
else. We will try to catch up on some of that in the next two issues. 
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WCC ASSEMBLY CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE GULF CEASEFIRE, APPEALS ON SOUTH AFRICA 


By a substantial majority, the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches called (20 February) for an immediate ceasefire in the (Persian) Gulf 
war, to be followed immediately by a complete and unconditional withdrawal of 
Iraqi troops from Kuwait. It also approved a statement on South Africa. 


Despite a crowded agenda on its final day, the assembly devoted about four 
hours to its Gulf debate. 


After acting on dozens of proposed amendments, ranging from minor textual 
changes to attempts to reverse the direction of the proposed text, the 
assembly approved an eight-page statement on 'The Gulf War, the Middle East, 
and the Threat to World Peace,' including two pages of ‘appeals’ and 
affirmations.' 


Expressing ‘deep human concern for all these who are victimized by the war,' 
the assembly called for church actions consistent with 'the biblical vision of 
peace with justice for all.' It called on the United Nations 'to reassert 
your role as peacemaker, peacekeeper, conciliator and negotiator." 


It called on combatant nations to 'cease fire immediately and to work for a 
negotiated solution of the Iraq-Kuwait dispute within the context of the 
United Nations.' It called for an international conference on ‘peace, 
security and cooperation in the Middle East with the equal participation of 
all interested states and peoples.' 


Also, it said it would not be ‘separated from brothers and sisters of other 
faiths as a result of this war, and to reject especially any effort to divide 
Christians, Muslims, and Jews.' 


In adopting the text, the assembly first adopted, but later rescinded, an 
amendment calling on WCC members ‘to give up any theological or moral 
justification of the use of military power, be it in war or through other 
forms of oppressive security systems, and to become public advocates of a just 
peace.' 


Proposing the addition, Konrad Raiser ([United] Evangelical Church of Germany) 
noted that the language was taken from the report of the 1990 WCC World 
Consultation on Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation. 


Nicolas Lossky (Eastern Orthodox, France) spoke against the addition, 
observing, 'I am convinced as a theologian that there is no such thing as a 
just war. But there are times in history when wars have to be fought. It is 
a contradiction. But we Christians are surrounded by such contradictions all 
the time.' 


Following a balloting procedure fraught with points of order, the amendment 
was adopted (268-193, 79 abstentions). 


Later, however, a number of delegates expressed concern that the amendment 
would be understood as a WCC declaration of pacifism. By 366-160 vote, the 
assembly then voted to reconsider it. 


Without time for extensive discussion, some said that the more general 
question of the permissibility of war ought not be addressed in a statement on 
one conflict. The amendment was removed by majority vote. [over] 


gulf/2 


Barry Rogerson (Anglican, England) proposed an amendment calling for Iraq to 
‘signal its intention' to withdraw completely and unconditionally from Kuwait 
before a ceasefire. He said this would support the position of the United 
Nations in the conflict. 


But Janice Love (Methodist, USA), chair of the public issues committee, said 
its view was that the ceasefire call should be the primary appeal from the 
assembly. The Rogerson proposal was defeated. 


Over the course of the assembly, the committee invited suggestions for changes 
in the draft statement. As a result, the final version of the statement 
includes references to the bombing of a Baghdad air shelter, ecological damage 
caused by the war, activities of regional Christian bodies, visions for a 'new 
world order,' and condemnation of anti-Muslim intolerance. 


Several African delegates said the criticism of anti-Muslim intolerance should 
not appear without a parallel condemnation of anti-Christian attitudes. Said 
Joseph Omoyajowo (Anglican, Nigeria), ‘It is our experience that Islam 
actually humiliates other religions.' 


Further objections were raised because the statement does not express 
appreciation to the Israeli government for its restraint in not immediately 
retaliating against Iraqi missile attacks on Israel. 


Love responded that the committee had concluded that ‘the military integration 
between the United States and Israel makes such a commendation impossible.' 
Jean Zaru, a Palestinian Quaker, said ‘Israel does not have to retaliate 
against Iraq. The United States is doing their work for them.' 


The assembly defeated an attempt to amend the statement to ‘express our deep 
dismay that, without reference to the United Nations Security Council, the 
United States and other nations persistently refuse to consider any other 
parties to break the political stalemate and to reach for a negotiated 
settlement.' 


Prior to defeat of that proposal, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
counselled against comments on attitudes and actions which may reflect ‘just 
one moment in the conflict.' 


James Rogers (Reformed, Scotland), warned against criticism which ignores the 
realities and ambiguities which confront nations and their leaders. He 
challenged delegates to consider the question, 'Is the World Council of 
Churches trying to occupy some high moral ground which so far removes it from 
the real world that it will not be listened to in the real world?' 


The statement on South Africa calls for a continuation of sanctions ‘until 
such time that all apartheid laws are abolished, and the demise of apartheid 
is declared to be irreversible.' 


It urges the South African government to '‘'repeal all repressive security 
legislation, and to reorganize the police and security forces in a manner 
representative of all sectors of South African society, and which is more 
accountable to impartial, democratic institutions.' . 


It also calls on the government to ‘create a climate conducive’ to 
negotiations, in order to engender confidence, and enable participation in the 
process toward a democratic constitution, freed from threats of violence and 
intimidation.' [EPS] 
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WCG SPEAKS ON CONFLICTS, PACIFIC, BALTICS, SRI LANKA, EL SALVADOR 


Meeting in Canberra, Australia, the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches approved a series of texts on internal conflicts (those occurring 
within one country), the Pacific, 'the Baltic States and regions of tension in 
the Soviet Union,' Sri Lanka, and El Salvador. 


The texts were referred to the committee by the WCC Seventh Assembly, which 
gave them general approval, but which ran out of time before it could finally 
okay them. 


The statement on internal conflicts discusses their sources and effects, the 
‘role of churches and religious communities,' and international response. 


It then offers several recommendations, among them that WCC members ‘intensify 
their work for the protection of human rights, with particular attention to 
collective rights and the rights of minority groups who are victims.' 


It also suggests that they ‘undertake self-examination of their role in 
internal conflicts in order to identify where they have been helpful in 
resolving them, and where they have directly or indirectly impeded resolution 
of conflicts, or even encouraged them.' 


The statement on the Pacific reaffirms the ‘right of the Pacific people to a 
nuclear-free and independent Pacific.’ 


It urges governments and transnational corporations to cease all testing of 
weapons of any kind, or dumping of nuclear or toxic waste in the region. 


It calls for ‘greater autonomy and independence for those Pacific Island 
peoples still under colonial domination,' and urges an end to 'colonial and 
neo-colonial structures reflected in the activities of transnational 
corporations, foreign media, and tourism.' 


The text makes a special point of ‘the disastrous consequences of global 
warming for the Pacific' (which could cause the ocean level to rise). 


The statement on the Baltics (Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia) describes the 
‘endeavor of the Baltic peoples to gain self-determination as part of the 
process of achieving lasting peace and reconciliation through new 
relationships in Europe, where basic human rights can be guaranteed, and where 
the integrity of every human person is respected.’ 


(The three countries were part of the Russian empire till the communist 
revolution of 1917, and became part of the Soviet Union during World War II.) 


Noting the ‘increasing confrontation’ in the western Ukraine between Eastern 
Orthodox and eastern-rite Roman Catholics, the same text refers to ‘violent 
clashes' and the 'forcible occupation' of some Eastern Orthodox church 
buildings by the eastern-rite Roman Catholics there. 


It says such actions occur ‘often ... with the apparent acquiescence of the 
Uniate [eastern-rite Roman Catholic] hierarchy and of the local [government] 
authorities.' [over] 
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(At the end of the 16th century, some Eastern Orthodox in what is now the 
western Ukraine became Roman Catholics, but retained their Orthodox worship 
practices and social customs. 


(After 1946, these eastern-rite Roman Catholics were reintegrated into the 
Russian Orthodox Church; with the recent changes in Soviet society, they are 
again able to legally assert their separate church identity.) 


The text also comments on the ethnic Armenian enclave of Karabagh, 
describing it as ‘historically part of Armenia.' It says Karabagh Armenians 
have been ‘victims of discrimination, intimidation, and violence.' 


It urges Soviet efforts to ‘safeguard legitimate religious, cultural, and 
national interests, including the right to self-determination of the Armenian 
people of Karabagh.' 


On the Soviet republic of Georgia, the text supports ‘'the right of the 
Georgian people to self-determination,' acknowledging their ‘aspirations for 
independent development.' 


The appeal on Sri Lanka expresses 'profound sorrow and distress' because of 
the 'many cries of anguish from Sri Lanka' as a result of ‘multi-faceted 
conflicts‘ (such as those between the majority Sinhalese and minority Tamils). 


It calls on the government and all involved in the conflicts to 'bring to a 
halt all acts of violence,' notably government ‘bombing and strafing in the 
Jaffna peninsula.' 


The appeal on El Salvador expresses ‘great hope’ and efforts by the 
government and the anti-government Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
to 'negotiate terms for a cessation of armed conflict, and to engage in a 
political process which could lead to lasting peace.' 


It also reiterates church appeals to the Salvadoran government to establish a 
"system of justice capable of protecting the human rights of all citizens.' 


In a related action, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro wrote to El Salvador 
President Alfredo Cristiani (21 February). 


The WCC letter objects to a newspaper report that a government minister 
accused the Salvadoran Lutheran Synod, an agency of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of San Salvador, the Permanent Committee of National Debate, and 
the National Union of Salvadoran Workers of being ‘integral parts of the 
political-military opposition.' 


The letter rejects 'these baseless allegations, apparently intended to 
discredit churches and organizations known and amdired the world over for 
their contributions to meeting humanitarian needs, and their efforts to 
promote peace, justice, and the respect for human rights in El Salvador.' 


It says the charges greatly endanger the ‘physical integrity' of people 
related to those bodies. 


Other public issues raised by assembly delegates for WCC attention included 
global warming, anti-Semitism, the debt crisis, East Timor, Aids, capital 
punishment, Cyprus, the drug crisis, Albania, Romania (especially ethnic 
minorities there), and the UN Conference on Environment and Development. 
[EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


91.03.03 
LEADERSHIP OF WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ELECTED FOR 1990S 


An Oriental Orthodox archbishop from Lebanon (Aram Keshishian), a Lutheran 
ephorus (presiding bishop) from Indonesia (Soritua Nababan), and a Methodist 
pastor from Argentina (Nélida Ritchie) are the new moderator’ and 
vice-moderators of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


The committee meets every 12 to 18 months between WCC assemblies, which meet 
every seven to eight years. 


The committee elected its leaders, to serve till the next assembly (probably 
in 1998) during more than three hours of closed sessions at its organisational 
meeting in Canberra, Australia, right after the WCC Seventh Assembly there 
(7-20 February). 


According to posted voting totals, Keshishian received 73 votes, to 63 for 
Leonid Kishkovsky, an archpriest of the [Eastern] Orthodox Church in America 
who is president of the [US] National Council of Churches. Kishkovsky was 
proposed by the nominations committee. 


The committee also elected Aaron Tolen, a Reformed educator from Cameroon, as 
the eighth WCC president. 


On its final day, the assembly had elected seven presidents, and asked the 
Central Committee to change WCC rules to increase the number of WCC presidents 
to eight, and to elect Tolen to fill the additional slot. 


This followed a continuation of a procedural tangle that had earlier forced 
the assembly to refer the issue back to its Nominations Committee. 


In finalising the election, the assembly asked the Central Committee to review 
nominations procedures, including the composition (in terms of region, 
confession, sex, and other categories) of the Central Committee and presidium. 


The slate okayed by the assembly on its final day included the six names 
earlier presented, plus Eunice Santana, a Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) minister who directs the National Ecumenical Movement of Puerto Rico. 


The other six presidents are Anne-Marie Aagaard a Lutheran theologian from 
Denmark; Vinton Anderson, a Methodist bishop from the United States; Leslie 
Boseto, a United bishop from the Solomon Islands; Priyanka Mendis, an 
Anglican on the staff of the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka; 
Parthenios of Alexandria, Eastern Orthodox patriarch of Africa, Egypt; and 
Shenouda of Alexandria, pope and patriarch of the Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] 
Church, Egypt. 


In okaying the slate, the assembly repealed a directive it had previously 
passed calling for a seven-person slate to be presented including the name of 
an African (that is, a sub-Saharan African; two of the presidents live in 


Egypt). 


When the seven-person slate without a sub-Saharan African was presented, 
African delegates expressed dismay. Some charged 'scandal' and manipulation 
by the Nominations Committee. Ensuing debate centred on how to achieve a 
presidium with people from a sufficient number of regions, and a sufficient 
number of men and women, youth, and Eastern and Oriental Orthodox. [over] 


leaders/2 


Some complained that guidelines for making nominations sent to delegates 
before the assembly were inadequate. Mac Charles Jones (Baptist, USA) said 
the process was so bound up in pitting one category of nominee against another 
that ‘more room needs to be created around the table or we'll forever have 
this kind of internal conflict’. 


Retiring president Lois Wilson (United Church of Canada) expressed regret at 
the line of the discussion, on grounds that presidents represent the whole 
WCC. She herself, she joked, had done a good job of not representing North 
America. 


After considerable debate, and a 20-minute adjournment to resolve procedural 
difficulties, the assembly overwhelmingly voted to elect the seven presidents 
proposed, and to ask the Central Committee to add Tolen as the eighth. 


Commenting from the floor afterwards, Mary—Gene Boteler (Reformed 
[Presbyterian], USA) charged that the process belittled women and youth, their 
presence on the presidium being at the heart of the election wrangle. 'The 
regions and churches clearly feel that to be represented by a woman or a youth 
is not to be represented adequately,' she said. 


In other action on its final day, the assembly urged that a total of 29 people 
27 or under attend Central Committee meetings. It also referred to the 
committee several other proposals to enhance WCC participation by young 
people. At its meeting, the committee decided to put them on the agenda of 
its next meeting, in Geneva in September. 


In other action, the committee named the six WCC members of the next 
Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group: Elias Audi, Eastern Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Antioch (to be WCC co-moderator of the group); Kwesi Dickson, Methodist 
Church in Ghana; Rubye Gayle, Jamaica Council of Churches; Lee Ching-Chee, 
Hong Kong Council of the Church of Christ in China; William Rusch, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; and Serapion, Coptic [Egyptian 
Oriental Orthodox] Church. The alternate is Jorge Domingues, Methodist Church 
of Brazil. 


It also approved an 18-person committee from among its members to search for a 
new WCC general secretary (to succeed Emilio Castro, who retires at the end of 
next year). It is chaired by Janice Love, a Methodist university professor 
from the United States. 


Besides Love.and the two Central Committee vice moderators, the committee is 
made up of Henry Okullu (Anglican, Kenya), Paul Crow (Disciples, USA), Walter 
Arnold (Lutheran, Germany), Paulo Ayres Mattos (Methodist, Brazil), George 
Koshy (United, India), Birgitta Larsson (Lutheran, Sweden), Park Jong-Wha 
(Reformed, South Korea), Drexel Gomez (Anglican, Barbados), Kirill of Smolensk 
(Eastern Orthodox, USSR), Kristine Thompson (Reformed, USA), Sela Taufatofua 
(Methodist, Tonga), Rose Jarjour (Reformed, Cyprus), Nifon of Ploiesti 
(Eastern Orthodox, Romania), Nerses Bozabalian (Oriental Orthodox, USSR), and 
Nangula Kathindi (Anglican, Namibia). 


The committee also elected half the membership of the 30-member Faith and 
Order Standing Commission, and chose as Faith and Order moderator Mary Tanner, 
one of its vice moderators in the 1983-91 period, and director of the Board 
for Unity of the [Anglican] Church of England. [EPS] 
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91.03.04 
ASSEMBLY ENDORSES RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 


On its final day (20 February), the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches (in Canberra, Australia) overwhelmingly approved a statement of 
support for indigenous peoples and their land rights. 


The assembly called on WCC members to ‘move beyond words to action,' 
especially to negotiate with indigenous people to determine how lands taken 
unjustly by the church from indigenous people can be returned, and to 
‘recognise, acknowledge, and vigorously support self-—determination and 
sovereignty of indigenous people, as defined by them, in church and society.' 


It also called on them to ‘oppose continuing and now increasing 
exploitation of indigenous peoples' lands and mineral resources' and to 
‘protect burial grounds and sacred sites of indigenous peoples’ from 
desecration and destruction, and to work toward the return of ancestral 
remains, artifacts, sacred objects, and other items belonging to indigenous 
peoples.' 


It urged continued WCC work with indigenous peoples to help see to it that 
issues identified by them, their communities, and organizations, are heard and 
acted upon. 


It affirmed the ‘growing consciousness' of the ‘struggle for freedom' of 
indigenous peoples, ‘including those of the Dalits of India,' adding, 'We 
realize that wounds that had their beginnings 500 years ago with invasion, 
conquest, colonization, and missionary zeal will take time to heal.' 


It urged that church bodies declare the 500th anniversary of Columbus’ arrival 
in the Caribbean as a year against racism, with a specific focus on indigenous 
and black peoples. 


In the specific ase of Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders - descendents of 
the earliest known inhabitants of Australia - the assembly said it was 
‘painfully reminded of their struggle for self-determination and _ self- 
Management, in order to freely pursue their own economic, political, social, 
religious and cultural development.' 


The assembly added: "We recognize that the Australian and Torres Strait 
Islands people were independent, self-governing long before Europeans invaded 
their land, and that they have a right to regain such control over their land, 
under their own rule.' 


It supported their right to define sovereignty for themselves, and asked the 
WCC Central Committee to 'monitor and support a treaty process' between 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people and the Australian government. 


It also voted WCC solidarity with the Aborigines and Islanders until their 
rights are established throughout Australia, and called for the Australian 
church to return land unjustly taken from them. 


With time running out, the assembly voted general support for three other 
statements and two appeals, with final action on them to be taken by the WCC 
Central Committee [EPS 91.03.01]. 


They dealt with conflicts within one nation, the Pacific, ‘the Baltic states 
and regions of tension in the Soviet Union,' Sri Lanka, and El Salvador. 
[EPS] 
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91.03.05 
WCC ASSEMBLY RECEIVES REPORTS ON CREATION, UNITY, SPIRITUALITY 


During its final days, the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
(Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February) received section reports related to the 
four sub-themes of the assembly. 


In each case, it approved the substance of the report, and commended it for 
study and action. A summary of spoken and written comments on each report is 
to be compiled as an appendix to each text. 


One report asks for a major WCC project for ‘a worldwide study of our 
understanding of creation, and its biblical foundations’. It urges a 
‘reordering of personal and corporate life-styles, relationships, and the 
overall economic system.' 


It urges a 'new type of mission, not into foreign lands, but into "foreign" 
structures. By this term we mean economic, social, and political structures 
which do not at all conform to Christian moral standards.' 


Another report calls for a ‘special fund for the community of women and men 
to stimulate further reflection and action locally on relevant issues', 


It calls for a WCC programme of ‘ecumenical training to enable the churches to 
equip women and men, lay and ordained, for partnership in ministry in local 


congregations’. 


It also discusses ‘hidden ideologies' which are ‘very influential and deeply 


rooted in social consciousness' - 'patriarchy', ‘economic materialism', 
‘achievement-oriented individualism', ‘uncritical affirmation of 
secularization', and ‘modernization which aggressively breaks up _ the 


liberative values of the Two Thirds World'. 


The text says Christians are to ‘expose the contradictions’ between the claims 
of such ideologies and 'the realities of people's lives' and to ‘enter into 
critical dialogue with the exponents of such ideologies on the basis of the 
biblical criteria of God's preferential option for the marginalised and for 
the well-being of creation’. 


Another report affirms the centrality of worship in Christian life. It also 
suggests WCC exploration of various forms of ‘ecumenical spirituality', and a 
possible world consultation on the subject. 


The report says the 'Sabbath principle [of resting one day each week] serves 
as a protection against unlimited activity and unrelenting desire for 
profit'. It further emphasizes that 'churches need to recover the notion of 
sacred time, not for the sake of God alone, but for the well-being of all 
people'. 


Making peace is described as ‘another manifestation of spirituality.' Other 
parts of the report deal with prayer, liturgy, ‘active non-violence,' 
‘committed stewardship,' and spiritual renewal. The report urges WCC members 
to ‘wrestle with issues of inculturation, while preserving the integrity of 
the gospel,' and to address divisions of language, race, sex, caste, and 
economic status which contradict the ‘inclusive love' of God. 


The fourth section report received is called, ‘Spirit of Truth - Set Us Free’ 
[EPS 91.02.81]. [EPS] 
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91.03.06 
WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE ELECTED AFTER 'PAINFUL' PROCESS 


A process which was described by some involved as 'painful', and was 
demonstrated against by youth as ‘ecumenical suicide', resulted in the 
election (18 February) of 150 members of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, by its Seventh Assembly, in Canberra, Australia. 


One by one, the assembly defeated proposals to replace 10 names on the slate 
proposed by the assembly nominations committee by others proposed from the 
floor. (Iwo of the 10 had two challengers each.) This included an effort to 
find a place on the committee for K.H. Ting, head of the China Christian 
Council. (The assembly had earlier accepted CCC as the 317th WCC member.) 


After the slate was accepted (young delegates - those under 27 - generally 
voting against) young delegates and assembly stewards (most of whom are youth) 
brought forth a banner proclaiming ‘ecumenical suicide', part of a protest 
against the percentage of youth on the new committee - about 8, compared with 
a target of 20. (The committee elected at the previous assembly, in 1983, had 
about ll percent youth. At that time, people were counted as youth who were 
30 or younger.) 


Here, by region/country, are the 150 members of the committee elected as such 
by the assembly. (The eight WCC presidents are committee members by virtue of 
their office.) The group includes 96 men and 54 women; 91 of the members are 
ordained; 28 were members of the outgoing committee. The country listed is 
that of residence (or postal address), though the committee member may come 
from a church jurisdiction headquartered elsewhere. An X indicates the person 
is also a member of the WCC Executive Committee. 


AFRICA (25): Joseph Omoyajowo, Anglican, Nigeria; Faith Mwondha, Anglican, 
Uganda; Tusange Katonia, Baptist, Zaire; Michel Moukouyou-Kimbouala, 
Reformed, Congo; Nenevi Seddoh, Reformed, Togo; Jean-Baptist Rakotomaro, 
Lutheran, Madagascar; Michel Twagirayesu, Reformed, Rwanda; David Mandeng, 
Reformed, Cameroon; Andrew Mbugo, Anglican, Sudan; Timotheos and Markos 
Wolde Eyesus, Oriental Orthodox, Ethiopia; Ruth Abraham, Lutheran, Ethiopia. 


Julio Francisco, Reformed, Angola; Abiel Moseme, Reformed, Lesotho; John 
Mungania, Methodist, Kenya; Virginia Gcabashe (X), Methodist, South Africa; 
Amos Omodunbi, Methodist, Nigeria; Martin Wessels, Moravian, South Africa; 
Beatrice Danquah (X), Reformed, Ghana; J. Henry Okullu (X), Anglican, Kenya; 
Nangula Kathindi, Anglican, Namibia; Gladys Chiwanga, Anglican, Tanzania, 
Violet Bredt, United, Zambia; Levi Akhura, Independent, Kenya; Amos Zita, 
Reformed, Mozambique. 


ASIA (24): Australia - Jan Malpas, Anglican; Djiniyini Gondarra, United; 


Ian Allsop, Disciples; Indonesia/Lutheran - Soritua Nababan (X), Harrys 
Sumbayak; Indonesia/Reformed -— Winarti Soedjatmoko, Bert Supit, Hesina 
Tetelepta, Andreas Anggui; India - John Ghose, United; George Koshy, 


United; Mary Thomas, Oriental Orthodox; Zacharias Theophilos (X), 
Independent; Vidhya Rani, Lutheran. 


Other - Prakai Nontawasee, United, Thailand; Kushnud Azariah, United, 
Pakistan; Ahn Chu Hye, Methodist, South Korea; Thesiganesan Muttiah, 
Methodist, Sri Lanka; M. Zau Yaw, Burma, Baptist; Tito Pasco, Independent, 
Philippines; Park Jong Wha, Reformed, South Korea; Rachel Paulin, Reformed, 
New Zealand; Makiko Hirata, United, Japan; Maryssa Mapanao (X), United, 
Philippines. [over] 
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CARIBBEAN (3): Violet Rhaburn, Methodist, Panama; Drexel Gomez (XX), 
Anglican, Barbados; Hector Mendez, Reformed, Cuba. 


LATIN AMERICA (6): Christina Bosenberg, United, Argentina; Nélida Ritchie 
(X), Methodist, Argentina; Evanilza de Correia, Anglican, Brazil; Paulo 
Ayres Mattos, Methodist, Brazil; Erasmo Farfan Figueroa, Pentecostal, Chile; 
Carlos Sanchez, Baptist, El Salvador. 


MIDDLE EAST (12): Cyprus - Aram Keshishian (X), Oriental Orthodox; 
Chrysanthos of Limassol and Elias Audi, Eastern Orthdox; Rose Jarjour, 
Reformed; Other - Serapion, Oriental Orthodox, Egypt; Bartholomeos of 
Chalcedon (X), Eastern Orthodox, Turkey; Patricia Scoutas, Eastern Orthodox, 
Australia; Georges Tsetsis, Eastern Orthodox, Switzerland; Constantine 
Patelos, Eastern Orthodox, Greece; Charles Ajalat, Eastern Orthodox, USA, 
Theophilos Giannopoulos, Eastern Orthodox, Jerusalem; Gregorio Ibrahim, 
Oriental Orthodox, Syria. 


PACIFIC (5): Laau Tanielu, Reformed, Western Samoa; Tungane Williams, 
Reformed, Cook Islands; Bealo Houmbouy, Reformed, New Caledonia; Sela 
Taufatofua, Methodist, Tonga; Edea Kidu, United, Papua New Guinea. 


NORTH AMERICA (23): Canada - Michael Peers, Anglican; Barbara Bazett, 
Quaker; Marion Best (X), United; Puerto Rico - Denise Vasquez, Lutheran. 


USA/Methodist - Shirley Liddell, Kathryn Banniester, Ari Carvalho, Janice 
Love, Melvin Talbert (X);  USA/Baptist - Daniel Weiss, Mac Charles Jones, 
Angelique Walker-Smith, Charles Adams; USA/Reformed: Edwin Mulder, Kristine 
Thompson, Eugene Turner; USA/other - Paul Crow, Disciples; Donald Miller, 
Brethren; Edmond Browning, Anglican; William Rusch, Lutheran; Maxine 
Garrett, Moravian; Leonid Kishkovsky (X), Eastern Orthodox; Paul Sherry, 
United. 


EUROPE (52): UK - Barry Rogerson, Anglican; Brian Hannon, Anglican; Ruth 
Page, Reformed; John Briggs (X), Baptist; Rosemary Izard, Methodist; 
Elizabeth Welch, United; Germany/Lutheran - Christine Oettel, Walter Arnold, 
Edeltraud Engel; Germany/United - Gunter Krusche, Hans-Gernot Jung, Margo 
Kaessmann (X), Irmela Mueller-Stoever; USSR/Eastern Orthodox - David of 
Suchumi and Abkhazeti, Yuri Avvakumov, Alexei Buevsky, Olga Ganaba, Kirill of 
Smolensk (X), Margarita Neliubova, Viktor Petliuchenko; USSR/other - Nerses 
Bozabalian, Oriental Orthodox; Aida Predele, Lutheran; Romania - Kalman 
Csiha, Reformed; Daniel of Moldavia (X) and Nifon of Ploiesti, Eastern 
Orthodox. 


Other -— Nadeje Mandysova, United, Czechoslovakia; Nancy Basmajian, Oriental 
Orthodox, USA; Wsiewolod Konach, Eastern Orthodox, Poland; Janos Viczian, 
Baptist, Hungary; Dometian of Vidin and Dimiter Kirov, Eastern Orthodox, 
Bulgaria; Hans Gerny, Old Catholic, Switzerland; Maryon Jaegers, Anglican, 
Netherlands; Chrysostomos of Peristerion and John Romanides, Eastern 
Orthodox, Greece; Bjorn Bue and Anne Tveter, Lutheran, Norway. 


Also, Birgitta Larsson and Bertil Werkstroem, Lutheran, Sweden; André 
Birmele, Lutheran, France; Martinus Beukenhorst, United, Belgium; Peter 
Lodberg, Lutheran, Denmark; Birgitta Rantakari (X), Lutheran, Zambia; Jan 
Szarek, Lutheran, Poland; Marianna Szabo, Lutheran, Hungary; Karel Blei, 
Reformed, Netherlands; Milan Gerka, Eastern Orthodox, Czechoslovakia; 

Ambrosius of Joensuu, Eastern Orthodox, Finland; Aukje Westra, Reformed, 
Netherlands; Jovan Pavlovic, Eastern Orthodox, Yugoslavia; Heinrich 
Rusterholz, Reformed, Switzerland; Jose Salvador, Reformed, Portugal. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.07 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND TAKES ECUMENICAL STEPS 


The General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England has approved closer 
relationships with the 24 German Evangelical Landeskirchen (Lutheran, United, 
and Reformed regional churches). 


Meeting in late January, the synod formally ratified the Meissen Agreement 
between the Church of England and the Landeskirchen. It had previously 
approved the accord, which encourages eucharistic sharing. Atos fuiT 
interchangeability of ordained ministers awaits additional theological 
agreement. 


Later in the synod, a eucharist to mark the accord was presided over by the 
then archbishop of Canterbury, Robert Runcie, the chief English Anglican 
bishop. With him at the altar were the two chief German Evangelical bishops, 
Martin Kruse and Christoph Demke. In his sermon, another German bishop, 
Johannes Hempel of Saxony, spoke of taking risks in following the Holy Spirit, 
sometimes going ‘beyond the measure of truth known up to that point.' 


On another ecumenical front, a new set of guidelines on receiving the 
eucharist was released during the synod. It was prepared by an English-French 
Anglican-Roman Catholic committee in connection with the 500 or so civic 
‘twinnings' between English and French cities, towns, and villages. 


The guidelines suggest that Christians who take part in activities related to 
twinnings take the opportunity to get to know their counterparts in the 
partner jurisdiction. 


They note that an English group in France with an Anglican priest can 
celebrate the eucharist together, and that most Roman Catholic priests in 
France will ‘gladly supply what is needed.' 


Individual Anglicans and their families, unable to attend a celebration of the 
eucharist under Anglican auspices, may in many circumstances receive the 
eucharist during a Roman Catholic celebration, after consulting the Roman 
Catholic priest presiding. (Similarly, it is said, individual Anglicans are 
welcome to receive the eucharist during celebrations under French Reformed or 
Lutheran auspices.) 


However, the guidelines warn, ‘in present circumstances, Anglican priests 
should not concelebrate at Roman Catholic eucharists.' 


As for Roman Catholics visiting England, they are encouraged to seek out 
English Roman Catholic parishes. If they are unable to find one, ‘they could 
attend the Anglican eucharist.' 


In another Roman Catholic-Anglican development, at the world level, the Second 
Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC-II) has released an 
agreed text reflecting a common understanding what the church is and how it 
operates. 


The text cites continuing 'grave obstacles' to full communion (such as 
different practices with regard to the ordination of women, different stances 
on some moral questions, and different views of churchly authority) but says 
that ‘we should not overlook the extent of the communion already existing' 
between the two traditions. 'Paradoxically,' it observes, ‘the closer we draw 
together, the more acutely we feel those differences which remain.' [EPS] 
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BACKGROUND: The World Council of Churches - Functions and Brief History 


The World Council of Churches was inaugurated 23 August 1948 in Amsterdam at 
its First Assembly. Constitutionally, it is a ‘fellowship of [317] churches 
which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the 
Scriptures,' and ‘seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of 
the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.' 


The constitution lists seven WCC 'functions and purposes', including to: 

—- ‘call the churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith and in one 
eucharistic fellowship expressed in worship and in common life in Christ'; 

- ‘facilitate the common witness of the churches'; 

— 'support the churches in their worldwide missionary and evangelistic task'; 

— ‘foster the renewal of the churches in unity, worship, mission, and service'; 
—- express common church concern in serving human need, breaking barriers 
between people, and promoting 'one human family in justice and peace’. 


The WCC groups denominations with members in virtually every country in the 
world, and from almost all Christian traditions - Old Catholic, Eastern 
Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, Anglican, United, 
Disciples, Brethren, Independent (Lord Aladura, Assyrian, African Israel 
Nineveh, African Holy Spirit, Hussite, Kimbanguist, Mar Thoma, Philippine), 
Reformed (including also Waldensian, Remonstrant, Presbyterian, Mission 
Covenant, and Congregational), Moravian, Pentecostal, Quaker, and Mennonite. 
Evangelicals are found in many traditions from which WCC denominations come. 


Roman Catholicism, Adventism, and the Salvation Army are outside WCC 
membership, though in some cases their jurisdictions belong to national and/or 
regional Christian councils. A Vatican-WCC Joint Working Group meets each 
year; the Vatican appoints 12 of the 120 members of the WCC Commission on 
Faith and Order; about a quarter of the WCC staff is Roman Catholic. 


There are 300-plus staff members at WCC headquarters in Geneva. Located there 
are its three 'program units' - Faith and Witness, Justice and Service, and 
Education and Renewal. There are 14 sub-units - for faith and order, mission 
and evangelism, interfaith dialogue, church and society, inter-church aid, 
anti-racism, medical issues, international affairs, development, renewal and 
congregational life, youth, women, theological education, and education. 
Located nearby, at Chateau Bossey, is the WCC Ecumenical Institute. 


The 158-member WCC Central Committee meets every 12 to 18 months. It has four 
officers: Moderator Aram Keshishian (Oriental Orthodox, Lebanon), Vice 
Moderators Nélida Ritchie (Methodist, Argentina) and Soritua Nababan 
(Lutheran, Indonesia), and General Secretary Emilio Castro (Methodist, 
Uruguay), who also heads the WCC staff. Its 26-member Executive Committee 
meets twice a year. 


The eight WCC presidents, who also belong to both committees, are Anne-Marie 
Aagaard (Lutheran, Denmark), Aaron Tolen (Reformed, Cameroon), Parthenios of 
Alexandria (Eastern Orthodox, Egypt), Shenouda of Alexandria (Oriental 
Orthodox, Egypt), Eunice Santana (Disciples, Puerto Rico), Priyanka Mendis 
(Anglican, Sri Lanka), Leslie Boseto (United, Solomon Islands), and Vinton 
Anderson (Methodist, USA). 


After Amsterdam, WCC assemblies met in Evanston (near Chicago, 1954), New 
Delhi (1961), Uppsala (1968), Nairobi (1975), Vancouver (1983), and Canberra 
(1991). The next assembly will probably be in 1998. [EPS] 
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Each EPS item has a code. For example, item 91.04.47 is the 47th item 
appearing in April 1991. 


EPS can fax you headlines at our expense. You can then ask (and pay) for 
faxes of full texts. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 
Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 
French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. 


EPS appears three times a month. 


The Other Side, a Christian magazine focusing on peace and justice issues is 
looking for a new staff person with good administrative and 
writing/editorial skills. The deadline for applications is 15 April. 
Contact Editor Search, 300 West Apsley Street, Philadelphia PA 19144 USA. 


A Guide to HIV/AIDS Pastoral Counselling is available from the WCC Aids 
Working Group, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The current issue (#118) of the bi-monthly Contact focuses on seeking safe 
water. A copy is available from WCC/CMC, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1200 Geneva 2: 
situation report (#3, 25 January) Argentina 

situation report (# 1, 4 February) on relief in Liberia & West Africa 
situation report (#1, 20 February) on ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka 
situation report (# 5, 18 February) on earthquake in the Philippines 
situation report (# 8, 4 February) on earthquake in Armenia 

situation report (# 14, 1 February) on emergency relief in Sudan 


The Nordic Ecumenical Institute changed its name and address (1 January) to 
Nordic Ecumenical Council, Box 640, 751 27 Uppsala, Sweden. 


The Fourth Chinese Congress on World Evangelism is to be held (10-17 July) in 
Manila, Philippines. Theme of the Congress is Following Christ, Reaching All 
Peoples, Marching Toward 2000. More information from Box 98435, TST, Hong 
Kong. Phone: 852/391-0411. Fax: 852/789-4740. 


In EPS 90.12.46, the name Christian Protestant Angkola Church (GKPA) to read 
Batak Christian Community Church (GPKB). 


A Directory of Ecumenical Conference Centres is available from WCC/RCL, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 
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EPS 91.03.09 
ECUMENICAL REPORTS REVIEW ISSUES FOR KUWAITIS, IRAQIS, PALESTINIANS 


Reports being circulated this month by the Middle East Council of Churches - 
which groups jurisdictions which account for virtually all of the Christians 
in the region - outline problems and issues for Kuwaitis, Iraqis, and 
Palestinians in the wake of the end of the Gulf war. 


An MECC update on Kuwait says it is facing several major problems ‘now that it 
has been liberated and its legitimacy ... restored'. One is 'the nature of 
political life' in Kuwait, notably efforts to 'end ... the monopoly of the 
ruling emirs and sheikhs in favour of the new and younger technocrats who 
should be directly involved in the political life of Kuwait'. But, it adds, 
‘the Kuwaiti government will ... face considerable pressure' from authorities 
in neighbouring Saudi Arabia, ‘who are not comfortable with the introduction 
of greater democratic measures' in Kuwait. 


Another issue is the ‘alarming deterioration of the relations between 
Palestinians and Kuwaitis'. Some of the estimated 170 000 Palestinians in 
Kuwait supported or at least cooperated with the Iraqi invaders; the 
international Palestinian leadership, through the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, also sided with Iraq. 


The pre-invasion population of Kuwait was about 2 million, about 800 000 of 
them Kuwaitis. Another issue the report reviews is ‘relations with 
non-Kuwaiti workers'. Many of them did jobs Kuwaitis disdained, such as 
manual labour, construction work, domestic chores, and public services. 


The report also notes the problems of reconstruction in Kuwait. It estimates 
that will take from five to seven years, and cost between 50 and 65 billion US 
dollars. 


MECC efforts in Kuwait, through its Ecumenical Relief Service, include support 
for calls by the Kuwaiti authorities to ‘overcome all feelings of hatred and 
revenge in order to recover national unity' between Kuwaitis and foreign 
residents, 'modest financial assistance' to those without permission to return 
to Kuwait, and support for the church in Kuwait in its efforts to resume its 
life. (The pre-invasion Christian population of Kuwait was about 125 000, 
virtually all of it expatriate.) 


Another MECC/ERS report, on Iraq, notes that it is providing, or considering 
providing, relief aid (medicines, food, and drinking water and water 
purification tablets), personnel, and help with reconstruction (notably of 
churches and mosques) there. 


MECC is also circulating a report by the Jerusalem Coordinating Committee of 
International Non-Governmental Organizations. It deals with ‘effects of the 
prolonged curfew' on the 1.7 million Palestinians who live in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip areas. 


The NGO report notes that though the daytime curfew was ‘substantially eased' 
mear the end of February, there are still numerous exceptions. Before the 
relaxation, a round-the-clock curfew was in effect for 36 days. 


The results, it says, are ‘devastating. Palestinian self-reliance has been 
severely jeopardised, and all sectors of society have sustained unprecedented 
damage.' It notes in particular economic, medical, and education damage, as 
well as a series of human-rights violations. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.10 
SOUTH AFRICA: FIRST GROUP OF EXILES RETURNS HOME 


A first group of 94 exiles returned to South Africa (7 March) to an emotional 
welcome from relatives, friends, and well-wishers. Some saw grandchildren and 
in-laws for the first time. 


Earlier, the South African government announced it was allowing the return of 
an estimated 40 000 people who left South Africa over the years to get away 
from the South African system of race separation known as apartheid. 


Working with the World Council of Churches, the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops Conference, the World Conference for Religion and Peace, and other 
bodies, the South African Council of Churches has set up a National 
Coordinating Committee for the Repatriation of South African Exiles (NCCR). 


Also involved are the African National Congress, Pan Africanist Congress, and 
the Black Consciousness Movement of Azania. 


According to SACC General Secretary Frank Chikane, who chairs NCCR, resettling 
the exiles will be difficult because the South African government has not 
invited the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to 
coordinate the effort. 


It estimates that up to 40 million US dollars will be required to help 
resettle the returnees. 


Chikane says it would be ‘difficult for the NCCR alone to secure the 
international financial assistance necessary to repatriate the estimated 40 
000 exiles'. He adds that the UNHCR office has 'the fund-raising capacity, as 
well as a wealth of other experience and expertise in this area'. 


South African Minister of Home Affairs Gene Louw says the government does not 
expect to make any special financial arrangements for the returnees. 


Figures published by the South African Institute of Race Relations estimated 
unemployment among unskilled people in South Africa at over 50 percent in some 
areas. 


The institute also estimates that more than 7 million of the more than 30 
million people in South Africa live in 'self-erected housing' - shacks made 
from discarded cardboard, corrugated iron, and plastic bags. 


Though some have expressed fear that repatriation of the exiles will worsen 
this situation, NCCR Vice Chairperson Mohamed Dangor told the first group of 
returnees, 'We see you not as part of the problem, but as part of the 
solution’. 


He noted that many of the exiles are skilled, and that their experience in 
some cases of democratic societies could be an asset as South Africa moves 
towards new, non-racial constitutional arrangements. 


NCCR has nine national task forces to receive and help resettle the refugees - 
communication, counselling and welfare, education and training, employment, 
health, housing, protection and law, reception and secondary centres, and 
reconstruction and development. [EPS] 
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| EPS 91.03.11 
COMMENTS ON WOMEN BY NEW WORLD LEADER OF ANGLICANISM PROMPT CONTROVERSY 


George Carey, the new archbishop of Canterbury, and thus the leading bishop in 
world Anglicanism, has provoked controversy in his own Church of England by 
describing as ‘a most serious heresy' the view that only a man can represent 
Christ as a priest. 


But Carey quickly reacted to criticism by withdrawing his use of the word 
"heresy'. 


His controversial words came in an interview published in the March issue of 
Reader's Digest magazine. 


Asked why he felt so strongly that women should be ordained as priests, Carey 
said: ‘The idea that only a male can represent Christ at the altar is a most 
serious heresy. The implications of that are devastating and destructive, 
because it means women feel totally excluded. 


‘Jesus included women among his followers: they shared in much of his 
ministry; they were witnesses to his resurrection. "There is neither male 
nor female", St Paul said, "for you are all one in Christ Jesus".' 


The Church Union, the main Catholic organization within the Church of England, 
reacted with ‘astonishment and dismay'. 


A statement signed by CU president Eric Kemp, bishop of Chichester, CU 
chairman Ernest Stroud, archdeacon of Colchester, and CU general secretary 
Arthur Leggatt, described Carey's view as 'not only a grave threat to Anglican 
relations with the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox 
churches, whose official teaching on this point is that which he characterizes 
as heresy', but also as striking at the constitutional basis of the Church of 
England. 


‘It is one thing to say that one's opponents are mistaken or in error, but 
Carey has taken a grave and inadmissible step further in accusing them of ... 
heresy', CU said. 


It expressed hope he would withdraw his judgment. 


In response to this and other similar reactions, Carey said: ‘In the context 
of a very wide-ranging interview I wanted to make the point that to insist 
upon maleness as an essential attribute of priesthood is, I believe, to commit 
the fundamental error of making the maleness of Christ more significant than 
his humanity. 


‘It is as human rather than exclusively as male that he identifies with and 
saves both men and women. 


‘I regret that in seeking to express this view I spoke of heresy rather than 
theological error, and thereby unintentionally caused offence. 


‘I have never doubted the integrity of those who are opposed to the ordination 
of women to the priesthood. 


‘I hope that the integrity of both sides will be respected as the debate in 
the Church of England on this issue continues.' [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.12 
FINNISH ARCHBISHOP: ‘HOSTILITY TOWARDS REFUGEES IS SIN' 


Finnish Lutheran Archbishop John Vikstrom says ‘hostility towards refugees is 
absolutely a sin'. Vikstrom was responding to attitudes of some Finns. His 
views in turn have been both criticised and praised. 


During recent months, hundreds of Somali refugees have come to Finland, adding 
to controversy. A church report says the country of about five million people 
should be prepared to accept between 2000 and 5000 refugees and asylum seekers 
a year -— which would be a tenfold increase over the previous year. Though 
Finland currently accepts few refugees, after the Russian Revolution of 1917 
it accepted tens of thousands of Russians,: Poles, Estonians, and Karelians. 


Another Finnish Lutheran bishop, Eero Huovinen of Helsinki, says Finns should 
learn to emphasise what the country gains, rather than anything it might lose, 
by accepting refugees. 


News from the Church of Finland reports (1 March) that many Lutheran 
congregations in the country are planning to offer emergency accommodations 
for refugees. A goal is that each congregation appoint a person to be in 
charge of refugee questions. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.13 
USA: ANGLICAN-RC GROUP OBJECTS TO PUBLIC DISPUTE 


Members of the US Anglican-Roman Catholic Consultation have publicly rebuked 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics in New Jersey for ‘recent mutual criticisms'. 


In a letter to the New York Times, which had earlier published an account of 
the criticisms, the 16-member consultation said ‘it is easy to criticize 
another Christian group for either theological or sociological reasons. Such 
criticisms, if made irresponsibly in the public forum, set back the cause of 
Christian unity, demean the other group, and invite a similar public response.' 


The controversy is related to an appendix on feminism in a draft document 
written by a task force of the Episcopal (Anglican) diocese which includes the 
northern part of the state of New Jersey. The appendix includes the 
observation that ‘the Roman Catholic position with regard to women is so 
insulting, so retrograde, that we can respond only by saying that women 
should, for the sake of their own humanity, leave that communion'. 


The text is to go to the 1992 diocesan convention for action. Diocesan bishop 
John Spong said the wording in question 'may not be the language I would have 


used', but ‘it is important that people bring with them any passions they 
believe’. 


Responding, Theodore McCarrick, the Roman Catholic archbishop whose 
jurisdiction is in the same area as the Episcopal diocese, called the text in 
question an example of 'Catholic bashing' and ‘open hostility’. 


The consultation members said 'we renounce any call by church representatives, 
addressed to members of another church, to defect or leave'. It also said 
that ‘occasionally a group within one church may develop a statement contrary 
to the ecumenical spirit. The bishop should request that such a statement be 
withdrawn immediately, inasmuch as the bishop is the guardian of faith, unity, 
and discipline of the church.' [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.14 
YUGOSLAVIA: NEW TESTAMENT TRANSLATED INTO ROMANY 
Yugoslav Baptists have published what is reportedly the first translation of 
the New Testament in Romany. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.15 
AFRICAN ANGLICANS, LUTHERANS PLAN CONSULTATION 
A meeting of 30 to 40 Lutheran and Anglican representatives from southern and 
eastern Africa is projected for next February in Harare, Zimbabwe, as a result 
of a planning meeting in Windhoek, Namibia (6-7 March). Among other things, 
the Harare meeting, under the auspices of the Lutheran World Federation and 
Anglican Consultative Council, would examine what needs to be done in order to 
declare full communion between the two traditions in that part of the world. 
Lutherans and Anglicans there already enjoy a high degree of church 
fellowship. In many cases, they see their organisational separation as an 
unfortunate byproduct of policies of European mission agencies. The planning 
group noted areas which ‘challenge us as we move closer together' —- education, 
the role of women and youth in church life and leadership, and diversity and 
unity as they relate to culture and church structures. [EPS] 

EPS 91.03.16 
USA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS URGE RESPECT FOR MUSLIMS 
US religious leaders issued a call (1 March) for a stop to all verbal abuse 
and violence against Americans of Arab descent, Muslims, and houses of 
worship. The Executive Committee of the interfaith organization Religion In 
American Life says ‘an absolutely unacceptable fallout from the [Persian] Gulf 
war is verbal abuse or violence against Arab-Americans or the desecration of 
mosques, Synagogues, or any house of worship in this land where the dignity of 
all persons and freedom of worship are guaranteed'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.17 
MALAWI: ADVENTISTS LAUNCH AIDS EDUCATION PROJECT 
The Adventist Development and Relief Agency has launched an Aids education 
programme in Malawi. It involves special training for personnel in Adventist 
health institutions. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.18 

BRAZIL: BUSINESS REPS CRITICISE CHURCH FOR SUPPORTING WORKERS 

The Roman Catholic Church in Brazil has been criticised for supporting rights 
of workers. Earlier this year, the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in 
Brazil urged support for 'the struggle of the workers'. The bishops said 'the 
capitalist system of labour is too expensive, and is treated as a kind of 
merchandise’ and that '‘'people are being used as instruments with which to 
amass profits'. But Mario Amato of the industry federation in Sa. Paulo 
replied that ‘the church must not encourage reprisals, but act as a 
conciliatory force in the disputes between labour and capital'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.19 
HUNGARY: ECUMENICAL RELIEF AGENCY ESTABLISHED 
A new ecumenical relief body has been set up in Hungary, Hungarian Ecumenical 
Relief Service. Though separate, it and the recently re-established Roman 
Catholic agency Caritas are expected to work together. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.20 
CUBA: UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES REPORTS 'UNPRECEDENTED ACCESS' 
United Bible Societies reports it is 'gaining unprecedented access' to provide 
Bibles to Cubans. UBS says it has Cuban government permission to provide 51 
600 Bibles, 20 000 New Testaments, and 30 000 Bible 'portions' and one million 
Bible 'selections' in the country. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.21 
UNITED METHODIST-—KOREAN METHODIST TALKS TO 'REGULARISE' RELATIONS 
Bishops of the US-based United Methodist Church named seven of their number to 
meet with leaders of the Methodist Church of Korea to 'regularise the 
relationship between the two churches'. 


EPS 91.03.22 
ALBANIA: EASTERN ORTHODOX NAME EXARCH 
The Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate has named Anastasios Yannoulatos, a 
Greek hierarch and university professor, as ‘exarch' (patriarchal 
representative) for Eastern Orthodox in Albania. For several decades, until 
recently, public religious life in Albania has been impossible. The Albanian 
Orthodox Church was made autocephalous (completely self-governing) by the 
patriarchate in 1937. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.23 
INTERNATIONAL ECUMENICAL EFFORT TO SUPPORT IRISH RECONCILIATION 
Sponsored by the ecumenical group Co-Operation Ireland, an international 
effort to raise funds to help foster cross-community reconciliation in Ireland 
was set for St Patrick's Day (17 March). Roman Catholic, Anglican, Methodist, 
Reformed (Presbyterian), and Baptist leaders were among those supporting the 
effort, as were Irish Jewish and Muslim representatives. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.24 

LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION CALLS FOR UN FORCE IN GULF 

In a letter to UN Secretary General Javier Pérez de Cuéllar (28 February), 
Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett urged that a UN 
peace-keeping force be sent to the Gulf ‘at the earliest possible time'. 
Staalsett also said it is ‘of vital importance' that the United Nations call 
an international conference to consider the causes of insecurity and hostility 
in the whole Middle East. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.25 
EL SALVADOR: CHURCH, LABOUR GROUPS REJECT GOVERNMENT CHARGES 
Labour and church leaders in El Salvador have rejected government charges that 
their groups are part of efforts by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
Front to overthrow the government. Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Rosa 
Chavez said the charges, by a government minister last month, are an effort to 
‘discredit' human-rights work by the church agency Tutela Legal. Lutheran 
Bishop Medardo Gomez rejected 'such unfounded slander' by the minister. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.26 

JAPAN: LUTHERANS PROTEST LANGUAGE IN COMMERCIAL 

To promote its new express service between Tokyo city and its airport, East 
Japan Railway Corporation has been running tv commercials showing English- 
speaking business people complaining about airport-city transportation 
services. In one ad, an actor uses 'Christ' as an exclamation (rendered in 
the Japanese sub-title by a term which in English means 'the worst'). Ina 
letter to the railway, staff members of the Japan Lutheran Hour complained 
that the commercial offends Christians, and noted that Japanese law prohibits 
insulting religions in tv broadcasts. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.27 
ZIMBABWE: CHURCH COMMISSION WARNS ON CONSTITUTION CHANGES 
The Roman Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace in Zimbabwe has expressed 
deep concern about proposals to change the national constitution which would 
‘diminish or dilute' constitutional provisions related to ‘fundamental human 
rights'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.28 

FINLAND: RECIPIENT OF CHURCH FUNDS PROMPTS DEBATE 

Sixteen percent of funds collected in the annual Finnish Lutheran ‘joint 
responsibility' appeal underway till the end of April are to go to a 
foundation set up last year to help those in financial difficulties because of 
debts. However, because some people think the foundation pays off debts 
resulting from extravagant lifestyles or poor planning, the collection is 
proving controversial this year. Church leaders note that the foundation does 
not pay off debts, but rather guarantees them. They also say that the people 
it helps are mainly those who have been institutionalized. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.29 

FINLAND: MORMONISM, ISLAM, JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES GET NEGATIVE RATING 

A poll by the research centre of the Evangelical—-Lutheran Church in Finland 
(SELK) suggests that Mormonism, Islam, and Jehovah's Witnesses are viewed 
especially negatively by Finns in general. Two-thirds of those polled 
expressed a negative view of Islam. Attitudes toward Mormonism were almost as 
negative, and Jehovah's Witnesses got a negative rating of 82 percent. There 
are about 12 000 Jehovah's Witnesses in Finland, and about 1000 Muslims. 
About seven Finns in eight belong to SELK, which was viewed favourably by 
about two-thirds of those surveyed. 


EPS 91.03.30 
NETHERLANDS: CHURCH UNION TAKES FURTHER STEPS 
The ‘trio synod' working on the eventual union of the two main Reformed 
denominations of the Netherlands and the small group of Lutherans in that 
country, has agreed to draw up a new order for the united church based on the 
current church order of NHK, one of the two Reformed bodies. [EPS] 

EPS 91.03.31 
KENYA: EVANGELICALS TO SET UP RADIO STATION 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Kenya is to set up an independent radio station 
in Kenya. EFK General Secretary Isaac Simbiri says plans are at an advanced 
stage although a permit has not been granted by the Kenyan government. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.32 
PERU: MISSIONARY CONGRESS DISCUSSES PROBLEMS AFFECTING EVANGELISATION 
The biggest challenge facing Roman Catholic evangelisation is to find 
missionaries who are prepared to work in far-away lands, according to the 
Fourth Latin American Missionary Congress which met in Lima last month (3-8 
February). Over 5000 people attended the congress. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.33 

MEXICO: ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH FACES CHALLENGES OF WEALTH, POVERTY 

In a circular letter titled 'Some Facts about the Realities of the Mexico City 
Archdiocese', the Mexican Episcopal Conference says a major challenge facing 
the Roman Catholic Church in the Mexican capital is the existence of extreme 
wealth and abject poverty among its 22 million people. The letter says the 
city has 'a real cultural silence, and a large part of the population has no 
political or economic influence'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.34 
ZAMBIA: ARCHBISHOP DENIES INVOLVEMENT IN POLITICS 
Emmanuel Milingo, the former Roman Catholic archbishop of Zambian capital 
Lusaka, has denied rumours he intends to contest presidential elections later 
this year as a candidate for an opposition party. Late last year the Zambian 
government permitted the establishment of other political parties, bringing an 
end to 17 years of one-party rule. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.35 
ECUMENICAL APPEALS MADE FOR ALMOST US$ 10 MILLION 
A series of appeals for nearly 10 million US dollars was made last month by 
the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. The appeals 
relate to the Middle East (1 million), Bulgaria (535 thousand), Mozambican 
refugees in South Africa (700 thousand) and Malawi (1.7 million), and relief 
and rehabilitation in Mozambique (6 million) [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.36 
FINNISH VISITORS UPSETTING SOVIET CONGREGATIONS 
News from the Church of Finland reports that visits by Finnish church people 
to their counterparts in Soviet congregations have increased so much in the 
last two years that 'they have begun to disturb' the normal activities of the 
congregations being visited. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.37 

FINLAND: DAYS OF SPECIAL PRAYER REVISED 

The custom of holding special prayer days - four - continues in Finland, but 
this year, the themes have been revised. In the old arrangement, the focus 
was repentance (February), young people (spring), the Reformation heritage 
(summer), and thanksgiving (autumn). Now, a January prayer day focuses on 
Christian unity, the one in May on home and family. Peace is the emphasis in 
October. Thanksgiving continues to be the emphasis of the autumn day. In 
Finland, the government formally sets the prayer days, which are announced at 
worship on New Year's Day. 


EPS 91.03.38 

FINNISH LUTHERAN BISHOPS ISSUE JOINT EXHORTATION TO OBSERVE LENT 

For the first time, according to News from the Church of Finland, the bishops 
of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland have issued a joint exhortation 
for Christians to observe Lent, a season of preparation for Easter (31 
March). NCF reports that the joint exhortation has received a great deal of 
public attention. ‘The current world situation poses a serious challenge to 
neighbourly love', the bishops say. ‘We can afford to practise a simpler 
lifestyle and refrain from unnecessary consumption.' [EPS] 


EPS. 91.03.39 

ITALY: SUPREME COURT SAYS CHILDREN MAY LEAVE SCHOOL DURING RELIGION CLASSES 
The highest court in Italy has ruled that school children who do not want to 
take part in Roman Catholic religious education classes in state-run schools 
may leave their school building during the religious instruction period. The 
outgoing president of the conference of Italian Roman Catholic bishops, Ugo 
Cardinal Poletti, said 'we are appalled, stricken, and feel betrayed' by the 
court ruling, which ‘weakens the possibilities of passing on our values to 
young people, and makes the family's task of bringing up children even more 
difficult'. Roman Catholicism is the main form of Christianity in Italy. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.03.40 

QUAKER OFFICE, WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES WELCOME RESOLUTION ON DISPLACED 

Staff members of the Quaker UN Office and the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva have welcomed a resolution on people displaced within their own 
country. Passed by consensus (5 March) by the UN Commission on Human Rights, 
it calls for a report on such persons to the commission next year by the UN 
secretary general. There are an estimated 30 million such people around the 
world, displaced as a result of war, civil strife, natural disasters, and/or 
government policy. QUNO says such people are ‘virtually ignored by the 
international community'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.41 

COMMON EASTER DATE FOR MIDDLE EAST BY NEXT YEAR? 

The four presidents of the Middle East Council of Churches report progress on 
efforts to have the whole church in the Middle East observe a common date for 
Easter, perhaps as early as next year. Because of differences in calculating 
the Easter date - which is set with regard to phases of the moon and the 
beginning of spring in the northern hemisphere - in most years, some 
Christians celebrate Easter on one date, and others a week or more later. 
(This year, the two dates of Easter are 31 March and 7 April.) The four MECC 
presidents are Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Ignatios IV, Oriental Orthodox 
(Syrian) Patriarch Ignatios I Zacca Iwas, Roman Catholic (Maronite) Archbishop 
Youssef Khoury, and Anglican Bishop Samir Kafity. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.42 

ENGLAND: IRANIAN BIBLE SCHOOL TARGETED BY HATE MAIL CAMPAIGN 

The London-based Iranian Bible Training School has reportedly been the target 
of a hate-mail campaign. The school, which trains Iranian Christians for 
evangelism in Iran, plans to buy a building south of London but unknown people 
have sent letters to residents in the neighbourhood of the building warning 
that an ‘'Iranian/Iraqi organization' with ‘murderers and fanatics' is buying 
the building. The letter-writers say the building will be used as a 'safe 
house' for 'undesirables'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.43 

INDIA: ROMAN CATHOLIC LEADERS DEMAND APOLOGY 

Leaders of the Roman Catholic Church have demanded an unconditional apology 
from several Indian newspapers for allegedly publishing ‘false and unfounded 
allegations on the character and life-style' of two nuns who were murdered 
last November. Some newspapers are said to have reported that autopsies on 
the bodies of the two nuns had revealed sexual activity on their part, and 
that one of them was suspected of having a sexually-transmitted disease. 
Christians are about 2.5 percent of the Indian population of about 800 
million. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.44 

SWITZERLAND: RC BISHOPS FAIL TO RESOLVE DISPUTE 

A committee of Swiss Roman Catholic bishops set up to mediate disputes between 
the bishop of Coire and large segments of his diocese [EPS 90.07.33,78] says 
its efforts have failed. In a statement during their meeting in Lucerne (4-6 
March), the bishops noted that many of them had told the diocesan bishop of 
their 'very serious concerns' about his episcopal style, and ‘strongly urged 
him to do all he can to improve the situation’. They also said that the 
bishop, Wolfgang Haas, who asked for the mediation committee, has decided it 
cannot continue its work in its current form. Moreover, the bishops observed, 
the conference of bishops has no authority to ‘impose or overrule any decision 
by any of its members'. Meanwhile, a campaign has been launched by a Swiss 
Roman Catholic weekly newspaper urging prayers for new ‘bishops who are 
eucharistic, Marianistic, and loyal to the pope’. Many supporters and 
opponents of Haas see him as having been chosen by the Vatican to counteract 
trends in Swiss Roman Catholicism of which it disapproves. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.45 
DENMARK: BIBLE TRANSLATION FAULTED 
A group of 24 Danish theolvogians with links to church groups that Church News 
from Denmark describes as 'conservative' have faulted the proposed new Danish 
translation of the Bible being prepared by the Danish Bible Society. The 
critics say it is insufficiently literal and too 'popular'. The translation 
committee expects to complete its revisions by next year. [EPS] 
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PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


Anthony Burham, a provincial moderator of the United Reformed Church in the 
United Kingdom, has been nominated as URC general secretary, to succeed 
Bernard Thorogood, who retires in the middle of next year. Michael 
Kinnamon, dean of a seminary in Lexington (Kentucky/USA), has been nominated 
as general minister and president of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) in the United States and Canada, to succeed the retiring John Humber. 


Added to the six-person presidium of the Council of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland is John Habgood, archbishop of York in the [Anglican] Church of 
England. He succeeds Robert Runcie, who retired earlier this year as 
archbishop of Canterbury. General Secretary Jdrgen Norgaard Pedersen of the 
Danish Santal Mission is the new president of United Mission to Nepal, a 
development agency sponsored by 38 church organizations from 18 countries. 


Roger Schrock, former head of Church of the Bretheren World Ministries, is 
acting executive secretary of the new Sudan ecumenical council operating in 
parts of Sudan controlled by anti-government forces [EPS 90.11.76]. 

K. Rajaratnam, executive secretary of United Evangelical Lutheran Churches 
in India, has been elected master of the council of Serampore College (in 
modern terminology, vice-chancellor of the University of Serampore, the body 
which governs much of Christian theological education in India). James 
Armstrong, who resigned as a bishop and president of the [US] National 
Council of Churches in the 1980s amid rumours of an extra-marital affair, has 
withdrawn his request for reinstatement on the clergy roster of the United 
Methodist Church. He said it is clear that to pursue his request would 
"further confuse and divide' the UMC area he formally led. 


Deaths: Roswell Barnes, 89, in Doylestown (Pennsylvania/USA) of a heart 
attack. (General secretary of the Federal Council of Churches from 1940 to 
1950, and of its successor, the National Council of Churches, from 1954 to 
1958, he then became executive secretary of the US Conference of the World 
Council of Churches, a post he held till 1964.) Howard Willams, 72, a 
British Baptist preacher, broadcaster, and ecumenist, 27 February. Maximos 
of Stavroupolis, born in 1919, dean of the Eastern Orthodox theological 
school of Halki in Istanbul, 8 January. Pedro Arrupe, 83, former general 
(world leader) of the Roman Catholic Society of Jesus (the Jesuits), 5 
February after a long illness. Danish theologian Regin Prenter, 83. 


Eero Huovinen, is the new Lutheran bishop of Helsinki, succeeding the 
retiring Samuel Lehtonen. Since 1971, Huovinen has been professor of 
dogmatics and dean of the faculty of theology of the University of Helsinki. 
Jan Szarek, a regional church leader, is to be the new Lutheran bishop of 
Poland, succeeding the retired Janusz Narzynski. Martin Kruse, bishop of 
the western part of Berlin, is to be bishop for the whole of Berlin and the 
surrounding area in the wake of the reunification of the Evangelical [United] 
Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. He takes up his expanded role when Gottfried 
Forck retires in September as bishop for eastern Berlin and the surrounding 
area. Kruse has been bishop since 1977. He is to retire in 1994. 


Roman Catholic priest Jean-Bertrand Aristide was installed last month as the 
first democratically-elected president of Haiti. The ceremony (7 February) 
came five years to the day after dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier was driven from 
the country. Hildegard Goss-Mayr, honorary president of the International 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, has been awarded the eighth peace prize of the 
Tokyo-based Niwano Peace Foundation. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Message from. the WCC Seventh Assembly 


[This is the finalized and edited version of the message ‘to all churches, 
Christians, and peoples' [EPS 91.02.87] from the Seventh Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, which met in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February.] 


...- We were welcomed by the Aboriginal people of the land. Their understanding 
of land as being integral to their very own life has had an impact on our 
thinking. We were also welcomed by the churches, the government, and the people 
of Australia. We express our deep gratitude to all ... for their hospitality, 
and for the assistance they extended to us in a great variety of ways. 


The theme of this assembly is ... ‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole 
Creation'. In worship, reflection, and life together, we sought to understand 
the hopes and challenges of our times through the four related prayers: Giver 
of Life - Sustain your Creation! Spirit of Truth - Set us free! Spirit of 
Unity - Reconcile your people! Holy Spirit - Transform and Sanctify us! 


We rejoice in the diversity of cultures, races and traditions represented at 
the assembly, and we give thanks to God for the many expressions of the 
Christian faith and for the growing sense of unity amidst this diversity. We 
praise God for the many local developments in ecumenism. 


At this Assembly we have been stirred by the manifold forms of prayer, 
spirituality, theology, and Christian commitment to which we have. been 
exposed; we wish to share this enrichment with our churches and with people 
everywhere. 


The participation of women has been a reality at the Assembly, and we commend 
once again the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women. We 
recognize the crucial importance of the ecumenical youth movement and look 
forward to the Global Ecumenical Gathering of Youth and Students in 1992. We 
are grateful for the witness made by differently-abled persons and urge the 
churches to provide for their full and active participation in their life and 
mission. 


The presence of representatives of other world religions as guests at the 
Assembly reminds us of the need to respect the image of God in all people, to 
accept one another as neighbours and to affirm our common responsibility with 
them for all of God's creation, including humanity. 


We meet at a time of growing threats to creation and human life. At this time 
when our fragile environment is in crisis, we recognize anew that human beings 
are not the lords of creation but part of an integrated and interdependent 
whole, and we resolve once again to work for the sustainability of all 
creation. Amid the oppression to which many indigenous peoples, minorities and 
peoples of colour are subjected, we pledge support for and solidarity with 
marginalized people everywhere. In the face of the growing gap between rich 
and poor, we commit ourselves to work for justice for all. 


At a time of conflicts in various parts of the world, and particularly in the 
Gulf, we appeal for an immediate end to hostilities in the Gulf and for a just 
resolution of conflicts in all countries of the world. Many divisions still 
prevail in our world. Some are economic and political. People, particularly a 
number of women, children, youth, and the differently-abled, experience 
brokenness of relationships and are subjected to various kinds of injustices. 


[over] 


message/2 


The Holy Spirit draws churches into relationships of love and commitment. The 
Holy Spirit calls the churches to an increased commitment to the search for 
visible unity and more effective mission. We urge the churches to heed the 
call of the Spirit and to seek new and reconciled relationships between 
peoples, and to use the gifts of all their members. 


We ourselves, the churches in .Council, still experience brokenness. 
Reconciliation between churches remains incomplete. However, in the ecumenical 
movement, we have been enabled to come out of isolation into a committed 
fellowship: we experience a growing responsibility for each other, in joy and 
in pain, and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit we seek ways to be more 
accountable to one another and to our Lord who prayed that we ‘may be one' 
CJohnel7 3:20). 


But we also recognize that the fullness of reconciliation is a gift of God and 
that we can appropriate it only insofar as the Holy Spirit transforms and 
sanctifies us. 


God and humankind are reconciled by the costly sacrifice that we see in the 
Cross of Christ. Our appropriation of reconciliation and our acceptance of the 
ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18) are also costly. Through our 
acceptance of the ministry of reconciliation, we become a missionary people, 
not in the sense of dominating over peoples and nations, which has all too 
often characterized missionary work, but in the sense of sharing God's own 
mission of bringing ail humanity into communion with God through Christ in the 
power of the Spirit, sharing our faith and our resources with all people. 


We pray that the Spirit of God may lead Christians to a renewed vision of 
God's rule, so that we may be empowered to assume the stewardship of 'the 
mystery of the Gospel' (Eph. 6:19). We pray that we may be enabled to bear the 
‘fruit of the Spirit' and thus witness to God's rule of love and truth, 
righteousness and justice and freedom, reconciliation and peace. 


We are convinced that repentance, to be forgiven by God and to forgive one 
another are essential elements in such a renewed vision of God's rule on earth 
as in heaven. Responding to the rapid and radical changes taking place in many 
parts of the world we commit ourselves to sustained action that will express 
the new perspectives, which we have gained in our ecumenical journey and 
during our time together, on issues such as world debt, militarism, the 
ecosystem and racism. 


We believe that the Holy Spirit brings hope even amidst all that seems to 
militate against hope, and gives strength to resolve the conflicts which 
divide human communities. Repentance must begin with ourselves, for even in 
this assembly we have become aware of our own failures in understanding, 
sensitivity and love. As we committ ourselves to continuing repentance, so we 
call all people to share in that commitment and to pray for the renewing power 
of the Holy Spirit to renew in us the image of God, in our whole being, 
personal and communal. 


As we continue on our journey to the unity of the church and of humankind 
under God's rule, we pray, with people around the world: Come, Holy Spirit, 
come. Come, Holy Spirit, teacher of the humble, judge of the arrogant. Come, 
hope of the poor, refreshment of the weary ... rescuer of the shipwrecked. 
Come, most splendid adornment of all living beings, the sole salvation of all 
who are mortal. Come, Holy Spirit, have mercy on us, imbue our lowliness with 
your power. Meet our weakness with the fullness of your grace. Come, Holy 
Spirit — renew the whole creation. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Policies to Inspire WCC Programmes in the 1990s 


[This is excerpted from the report of the Committee on Programme Policy of the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which met in Canberra, 
Australia, 7-20 February.] 


..-A) Renewal through reconciliation: Christians see truth in different ways 
and are divided from one another by history, doctrine and culture, yet at the 
same time they are united in Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit. When 
we pray to the Spirit of Unity to reconcile us we become conscious of the need 
for repentance, reparation and renewal. The primary task of the WCC is to 
call the churches to the goal of visible unity in the context of the unity of 
all humankind, through programmes that foster reconciliation and healing. 


In the years after this Assembly, member churches should be able to move 
towards greater unity among themselves in relation to the recognition of each 
other's baptism, the acceptance of a common creed, mutual recognition of 
ministries, and wider eucharistic participation, even while differing in our 
ecclesiologies. 


All churches and Christian movements should be able to give their contribution 
to this pilgrimage towards unity. More attention should be _ given to 
contextual theology, inculturation and a deeper analysis of the causes of 
disunity. 


There can also be deep divisions between Christians and people of other 
faiths, even though they share a common humanity and face common challenges 
and tasks. 


Dialogue with people of other faiths must continue to be _ promoted, 
particularly for cooperation in our common quest for justice, peace and the 
integrity of creation. 


B) Renewal through freedom and justice: The freedom which we enjoy as a gift 
of the Spirit is not only internal and personal. It is a freedom which we 
are also called to experience in community. 


We must continue to address spiritual and physical ill-health evidenced in 
unfulfilled lives and unjust socio-economic systems that perpetuate societal 
barriers in our world. 


The Spirit of truth re-establishes and restores the integrity of the human 
person and human relationships within community. However, as Christians, we 
constantly experience the danger of becoming captives of systems’ and 
structures that defy this truth. 


Since we are free to give witness to the justice of the kingdom of God, we 
reaffirm our challenge to resist injustice, be it economic or political, 
cultural or social, of gender, race or ecology. The issues of justice, peace 
and integrity of creation provide us with an effective framework for 
accomplishing these goals. 


The power of the Spirit moves us to strive for the building up of just 
societies within our. local, regional, national and international contexts. 
We particularly recommend that the WCC give special attention in its 
programmes and issues relating to indigenous peoples. [over] 


policy/2 


C) Renewal through a right relationship with the creation: The divine 
presence of the Spirit in creation binds us as human beings together with all 


created life. But through misinterpretation of our faith and human greed the 
earth we live in is in peril. The signs of the time are an invitation to 
repent and to establish a right relationship with the whole creation. 


This requires a new vision and a new understanding of ourselves and God's 
creation. Therefore the WCC must address itself to the need to develop a new 
theology of creation which will enable the churches to play a meaningful role 
in the renewal of creation as part of their mission as well as a new 
ecumenical understanding of the relationship between ecology and economy. 


In carrying out this work, the WCC should seek the cooperation of others who 
have similar concerns. 


D) Renewal through enabling the full participation and contribution of 
women: Deepening the churches' solidarity with women in the church and in the 


whole society should find a central place in the continuing work of the WCC. 
We need to continue to strengthen the solidarity of each member church with 
women, to fully receive their gifts, contributions and perspectives. 


The goals of the Decade of the Churches in Solidarity with Women [1988-1998] 
need to be visibly expressed in all activities and work by, through and 
encouraged by the WCC. Churches are to act resolutely on this concern and to 
uphold the principle of building a community of women and men. 


E) Renewal through an ecumenical spirituality for our times: An ecumenical 
spirituality must be grounded in the present realities - life-giving, rooted 


in scriptures and nourished by prayer, communitarian and celebrating, centred 
around the Eucharist, expressed in service and witness, trusting and confident. 


Those who live by the Spirit of God must take the cross for the sake of the 
world, share the agony of all, and seek the face of God in the depths of the 
human condition. 


The WCC will need to encourage ecumenical spirituality rooted in the classic 
Christian disciplines and appropriate for contemporary life. 


As churches draw closer to each other in the ecumenical pilgrimage, they are 
increasingly recognising the significance of Christian lifestyle, of holiness, 
of a spirituality of non-violence, common prayer, liturgical life, asceticism 
and sharing. 


[The report also includes the following comment on WCC assemblies:] 


There is full justification for meeting together once every seven years to 
celebrate our common faith and witness; however, the cumbersome nature and 
the current patterns of the Assembly call for serious evaluation of the role 
of the Assembly as an efficient way of democratic policy-making. 


There is need for solid biblical and theological input which could become the 
primary thread that binds the Assembly together. Less time in plenary 
platform discussions will better enrich the Assembly experience. 


Delegates should be strongly encouraged to study the theological and other 
materials that the WCC and their churches publish in preparation for the 
Assembly. [EPS] ; 
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ECUTEXT: Concerns of Orthodox Participants at the WCC Seventh Assembly 


[This is excerpted from '‘'reflections' released by Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox participants in the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, which met in Canberra, Australia, 7-20'February. ] 


ts eee The Orthodox churches want to emphasise that for them, the main aim 
of the WCC must be the restoration of the unity of the church. This aim does 
not exclude relating church unity with the wider unity of humanity and 
creation. On the contrary, the unity of Christians will contribute more 
effectively to the unity of humanity and the world. Yet the latter must not 
happen at the expense of solving issues of faith and order, which divide 
Christians. Visible unity, in both the faith and the structure of the 
church, constitutes a specific goal and must not be taken for granted. 


ae The Orthodox note that there has been an increasing departure from the 
Basis of the WCC. The latter has provided the framework for Orthodox 
participation in the World Council of Churches. Its text is: 'The World 
Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches which confess the Lord Jesus 
Christ as God and Saviour according to the scriptures and therefore seek to 
fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit’ (Constitution). 


Should the WCC not direct its future work along these lines, it would be in 
danger of ceasing to be an instrument aiming at the restoration of Christian 
unity and in that case it would tend to become a forum for an exchange of 
opinions without any specific Christian theological basis. In such a forum, 
common prayer will be increasingly difficult, and eventually will become 
impossible, since even a basic common theological vision will be lacking. 


38 The tendency to marginalise the Basis in WCC work has created some 
dangerous trends in the WCC. We miss from many WCC documents the affirmation 
that Jesus Christ is the world's Saviour. We perceive a growing departure 


from biblically—based Christian understandings of: 


(a) the Trinitarian God; 

(b) salvation; 

(c) the 'Good News' of the gospel itself; 

(d) human beings as created in the image and likeness of God; and 
(e) the Church, among others. 


Our hope is that the results of Faith and Order will find a more prominent 
place in the various expressions of the WCC, and that tendencies in the 
opposite direction will not be encouraged. The Orthodox, consequently, 
attribute special significance to the work of the Faith and Order Commission 
of the WCC, and view with concern each tendency to undermine its place in the 
Structure of the Council. 


4. The Orthodox follow with interest, but also with a certain disquiet, the 
developments of the WCC towards the broadening of its aims in the direction of 
relations with other religions. The Orthodox support dialogue initiatives, 
particularly those aiming at the promotion of relations of openness, mutual 
respect and human cooperation with neighbours of other faiths. When dialogue 
takes place, Christians are called to bear witness to the integrity of their 
faith. A genuine dialogue involves greater theological efforts to express the 
Christian message in ways that speak to the various cultures of our world. 


[over] 


orthodox/2 


All this, however, must occur on the basis of theological criteria which will 
define the limits of diversity. The biblical faith in God must not be changed. 
The definition of these criteria is a matter of theological study, and must 
constitute the first priority of the WCC in view of its desired broadening of 
aims. 


Die Thus, it is with alarm that the Orthodox have heard some presentations on 
the theme of this Assembly. With reference to the theme of the Assembly, the 
Orthodox still await the final texts. However, they observe that some people 
tend to affirm with very great ease the presence of the Holy Spirit in many 
movements and developments without discernment. 


The Orthodox wish to stress the factor of sin and error, which exists in every 
human action, and separate the Holy Spirit from these. We must guard against 


a tendency to substitute a 'private' spirit, the spirit of the world or other 
spirits for the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father and rests in the Son. 


Our tradition is rich in respect for local and national cultures, but we find 
it impossible to invoke the spirits of ‘earth, air, water and sea creature’. 
Pneumatology is inseparable from Christology or from the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity confessed by the Church on the basis of Divine Revelation. 


6. The Orthodox are sorry that their position with regard to eucharistic 
communion has not been understood by many members of the WCC, who regard the 
Orthodox as unjustifiably insisting upon abstinence from eucharistic communion. 


The Orthodcex once more invite their brothers and sisters in the WCC to 


understand that it is a matter of unity in faith and fundamental Orthodox 
ecclesiology, and not a question of triumphalistic stance. 


For the Orthodox, the Eucharist is the supreme expression of unity and not a 
means toward unity. The present situation in the ecumenical movement is for 
us an experience of the cross of Christian division. 


In this regard, the question of the ordination of women to the priestly and 
episcopal offices must also be understood within a theological and 
ecclesiological context. 


ay, Finally, our concern is also directed to the changing process of 
decision-making in the WCC. While the system of quotas [e.g., for numbers of 
women, youth, and Orthodox participants] has benefits, it may also be creating 
problems. 


As Orthodox, we see changes that seem to increasingly weaken the possibility 
of an Orthodox witness, in an otherwise Protestant international organization. 
We believe that this tendency is to the harm of the ecumenical effort. 


8. For the Orthodox gathered at this Assembly, these and other tendencies and 
developments question the ver nature and identit of the Council, as 
described in the Toronto Statement [of the WCC Central Committee in 1950]. 


In this sense the present Assembly in Canberra appears to be a crucial point 
in the history of the ecumenical movement. We must, therefore ask ourselves 
'Has_ the time come for the Orthodox churches and other member churches to 
review their relations with the World Council of Churches?' 


We pray the Holy Spirit to help all Christians to renew their commitment to 
visible unity. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: Evangelical Perspectives From Canberra 


[This ‘letter to churches and Christians worldwide' was released by 
"participants who share evangelical perspectives’ at the Seventh Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches, which met in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
February. ] 


... Despite such a sincere commitment to take more seriously that major 
segment of the world-wide church which those with evangelical perspectives 
represent, evangelicals remained under-represented at Canberra, at the level 
of plenary presentation and in leadership of sections. 


For this reason, we have asked the leadership of the WCC to address structural 
deficiencies in the Council by welcoming an evangelical presence on every 
commission, just as women's and Orthodox perspectives have been solicited; 
and to establish a monitoring group composed both of WCC staff and evangelical 
advisers from member and non-member churches. 


We who hold evangelical perspectives however must share the responsibility for 
the present theological imbalance within the WCC. There is presently 
insufficient commitment to ecumenical activity by evangelicals in member 
churches of the WCC, and in churches in the wider Christian communion. 


This has helped to perpetuate the divisive stereotype that the WCC can only 
assist churches with regard to issues of justice and human rights, while 
organizations like the Lausanne Movement and the World Evangelical Fellowship 
should be turned to for insight concerning evangelism. 


In fact, insofar as all these organizations claim to express the whole gospel, 
they all need to listen to and learn from one another. 


[After two paragraphs on ‘theological concerns', the text concludes with a 
list of 10 'practical challenges'.] 


Be We have been challenged again by the call for Christian unity which the 
WCC has had as its vocation. We call those with evangelical concerns to 
place high priority on visible expressions of Christian unity. 


a Evangelicals need to take a more active part in ecumenical events, both 
evangelicals who are part of member churches and those who are outside; for 
example we draw attention to the WCC Youth Event in 1992 in which we hope that 
the evangelical youth movements will also be able to _ participate. 
Evangelical youth movements have a long experience of empowering young people. 


ae In light of the assembly theme, ‘Come Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole 
Creation’, we were concerned at the failure of the Assembly to highlight the 
significant contribution of Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians to the 
renewal of the church in its life and worship. 


Fearing that we too are all too often guilty of treating them in the same way, 
we urge non-pentecostal evangelicals to work towards greater respect, harmony 
and co-operation with pentecostal and charismatic Christians. 


4. The Assembly challenged us to respond more adequately to the needs of 
indigenous and marginalised peoples in our own contexts. It alerted us to 
the special predicament of Aboriginal people in Australia. [over] 


evangelicals/2 


Aboriginal evangelicals who participated in our meetings shared their pain and 
anguish and the lack of support for their churches received from evangelicals 
in general. They call on evangelicals to support their aspirations for 
recognition as a people, with a culture shaped by the interaction between 
their traditional culture and the biblical perspective for their right to 
self-—determination, and to support their struggle for justice and land rights. 


Py The experience provided by the assembly of work in sub-sections enabled 
evangelicals and those from other perspectives to discover each other not as 
antagonists but as believers together. In particular we recognised many 
common theological commitments and concerns with the Orthodox. 


We strongly urge that conversations and encounters between evangelicals and 
the Orthodox be fostered as soon as possible to explore common ground and 
address differences. 


6. We have been challenged to pursue the examination of our own experience 
and expression of the syncretism between Christianity and cultural. traditions. 


We cannot address the charge of syncretism to the religious experiences of 
people in the Two-Thirds World without at the same time examining afresh the 
degree to which Christianity in the Western world has easily assimilated 
aspects of its own culture such as rationalism and individualism. 


y i Very inadequate attention was given in the Assembly to the dramatic and 
far-reaching changes that have taken place in Eastern Europe. It raised 
questions about the way in which sections of the ecumenical movement supported 
the ruling ideologies in Eastern Europe. 


We were challenged to examine ways in which Christians are tempted to align 
themselves uncritically with the spirit of the age. We were also encouraged 
by the witness of those Christians in Eastern Europe whose testimony witnesses 
to the power of the Holy Spirit to sustain God's people and to bring new life 
amidst death and adversity. 


8. The debates on the Gulf War forced us to recognise the inadequacy of the 
traditional Just War theory which evangelicals have by and large embraced, 
except for those from the peace tradition. 


We are challenged to work afresh on a Christian approach to war and 
peace-making in a modern context. 


9. The inadequacy of theological reflection in the handling of complex 
issues regarding justice, peace and the integrity of creation challenges us to 
recognise the lack of such reflection on those themes among evangelicals and 
the need for intensive theological reflection in these areas. 


LOE We have been challenged by the leadership of women in this Assembly. 
Women were visible and active participants in the full programme of the 
Assembly including: worship (both preaching and administering the 
eucharist); section work, plenary sessions, business and committee actions as 
well as the educational offerings of the visitors' programmes. 


The Assembly was enriched by the participation of these many gifted women. 
This challenges the evangelical movement to reassess its. theological 
understanding of women's spiritual giftedness and to take care that it does 
not unwittingly quench the activity of the Holy Spirit. [EPS] 
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Vatican and Latin American religious communities at odds 
Pakistan: church reps oppose introduction of Islamic law 
Costa Rica: proposed law draws negative evangelical response 
USA: free condom distribution plan brings RC criticism 
Kenya: president urges Christians not to take each other to court 
Denmark: constitution proposed for folk church 
USA: ad hoc Baptist committee battling clergy flab 
Canada: ecumenical agreement on rural ministry 
Two new Anglican provinces projected 


ECUTEXTS: Ecumenical Message on Racial Discrimination Day 
WCC Letter to President of Peru 
Reformed Message on Christian Community 


ECUVIEW: WCC Moderatorial Perspectives 
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Ecumenical Press Service: Year 58 / Issue 11 
SHOPTALK 
In EPS 91.02.62, replace the final paragraph by the following: 


The WCC gift to the Aboriginal people at the assembly was a cheque for 20 
000 Australian dollars, to cover part of the cost of the production of a 
video on Aboriginal participation in the assembly. The video, for 
educational use among Aborigines, was commissioned by the Aboriginal and 
Islander Commission of the Australian Council of Churches. During his 
presentation, Castro also mentioned that a few days before, a white 
Australian, moved by what she had heard of the plight of Aborigines, 
insisted he accept a family heirloom bracelet she was wearing as_a gift to 
them. Then, Castro said, she disappeared into the crowd. 


EPS annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 
Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 
French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. EPS appears about three times a month. 
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For the sixth time in 57-plus years, EPS is changing editors. I have been 
editor of EPS for just under a decade (from issue #19 of its 48th year, 
through issue #11 of its 58th year). Now comes the changing of the guard. 


From the next issue, Ken Mubu, who joined the EPS staff toward the end of last 
year [EPS 90.04.30, EPS Shoptalk 57/30], assumes full responsibility as EPS 
editor. I expect to be in Geneva, and in the orbit of the Ecumenical Centre, 
for a time, but well out of the way of my successor - so he can do his work in 
his way, as I have been trusted to do in my time. 


As editor, I have been vigorous in shortening material - some think too much 
so - as part of an effort to fit a greater number and variety of items into 
each EPS. So, even in this last bit of shoptalk, I am not exempt from the 
effects of that policy. That means no advice and no secrets, and hardly any 
reflecting or reminiscing, defending or explaining - at least not now or here. 


But this is the space to say thank you to the many people - generally unnamed 
and unsung - who help make EPS possible. They include correspondents and 
others around the world who provide material and story ideas, and dozens of 
colleagues here in Geneva - in my section and department, in the printing and 
mailing operations, in the rest of the World Council of Churches, and in other 
organisations in the Ecumenical Centre. 


It also means those who have complained, or corrected, or complimented. 
Editing in a vacuum is very hard; even negative feedback is usually better 
than none at all. And last, but far from least, it means EPS administrative 
assistants over the years, especially Désirée De Rycke. She arrived in 1983, 
and continues with the new editor. 


Within two or three years, proposals for a new Ecumenical News Service [EPS 
90.04.28] could mean the end of EPS - death of a sort, so something new and 
(one hopes) better can come forth. But meanwhile, this is also the space to 
thank those who played a role in bringing me to Geneva as EPS editor in 1981. 
I trust Ken Mubu will experience the EPS editorship as have I - as one of the 
cinating and gratifying posts a religion journalist could fill. 


s 


Tom Dorris 
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USA: LUTHERAN BISHOPS CAUTION ON PROPOSED PACT WITH ANGLICANS 


In a 45-12 vote (1 abstention), the bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America urged the ELCA Church Council to take 'no action' on a proposal for 
US Lutheran-Anglican full communion ‘until there is agreement that’ the 
doctrine and practice of this church are not compromised’. 


The proposal was released early this year by the official US Lutheran-Episcopal 
dialogue group (LED) [EPS 91.02.02], though three of the eight ELCA members of 
it voted against it. The council, which next meets in April, is the ELCA 
governing body between meetings, every two years, of the ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly. Currently, the official ELCA-Episcopal relationship is one of 
‘interim sharing of the eucharist', in effect since 1982. 


Meeting in New Orleans (7-11 March), the bishops said the LED proposal 
presents ‘confessional matters of fundamental magnitude which’ require 
investigation of doctrine and practice’. In their discussion, much of it ‘off 
the record' and in ‘background sessions', some bishops expressed concerns 
about the timing of the LED recommendations, given the major ELCA study of 
ministry underway till 1993. Others cited doctrinal concerns. Others said 
there are more pressing ELCA issues right now. 


ELCA Churchwide Bishop Herbert Chilstrom said after the meeting that in areas 
such as ‘study and action on dialogue reports, I believe we owe it to 
ourselves and to our sister churches to give those issues our undivided 
attention at a more appropriate time'. (LED proposed that the national 
meetings of the two denominations later this year accept the proposals for 
study. Final denominational votes were projected for 1994 (Episcopal) and 
1995 (Lutheran) at the earliest.) 


William Lazareth, ELCA bishop for metropolitan New York, expressed concern 
that under the proposal, ‘Episcopalians need not subscribe officially to 
Lutheran faith, while Lutherans must adhere officially to Episcopalian 
structure.' Harold Jansen, ELCA bishop for metropolitan Washington, said the 
two denominations ‘come from diverse histories. We cannot just treat this as 
something thrown into the blender.' He expressed hope that the Episcopal 
Church would understand the vote by the ELCA bishops as ‘a mature response to 
a very serious set of recommendations’. 


Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning described the vote as ‘unexpected', 
but, he said, it reflects a ‘positive commitment to ecumenical steps forward' 
by the ELCA bishops, who ‘wish to find an appropriate time to give undivided 
attention to these important matters'. In a letter to the Episcopal Standing 
Commission on Ecumenical Relations, he said the LED proposal needs wide study 
in both denominations. 


Browning said the Episcopal Church will be ‘faithful to the dialogue process’, 
and that the LED text will ‘get a fair hearing on every level'. He also 
suggested that the commission meet with its Lutheran counterpart ‘to devise 
ecumenically responsible ways to consider’ the text. ‘We will have to work 
hard at this, but having given two productive decades to this endeavour, we 
should not mind how long it takes. We have made significant progress and we 
must not lose our momentum. ' 


Browning urged that the Episcopal and Lutheran national meetings this year 
endorse, in ‘an appropriate and mutually agreed' way, an earlier LED text, 
Implications of the Gospel, so its recommendations may be implemented. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 
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TWO US DENOMINATIONS FACING CONTROVERSIAL RECOMMENDATIONS ON HOMOSEXUALS 


National meetings later this year of two major US denominations - the 
Episcopal [Anglican] Church, and the Presbyterian Church USA - have before 
them reports on homosexuality likely to prove controversial. 


The Standing Commission on Human Affairs is suggesting that the Episcopal 
General Convention, which meets in Phoenix in July, affirm that each Episcopal 
diocese is ‘fully competent to determine whom best to ordain' in light of 
ordination qualifications in the Episcopal prayer book. Moreover, ‘the 
ecclesiastical authority in each diocese determines which clergy may be 
received or licensed to officiate with the respective diocese’. 


George Hunt, Episcopal bishop of Rhode Island, who chaired the commission, 
expresses hope that affirming diocesan discretion - ‘the practice of the 
[Episcopal] church througout its history' - would ‘depoliticize those 
decisions to some degree'. (Also expected to come before the convention is a 
proposal to clearly prohibit the ordination of non-celibate homosexuals. ) 


Last year, Episcopal bishops voted to distance themselves from the ordination 
of a non-celibate gay priest by their colleague in the northern part of the 
State of New Jersey [EPS 90.03.36]. The 1979 General Convention called such 
ordinations 'not appropriate’, but whether that view is binding or advisory is 
debated. Hunt says the commission proposal would supersede the 1979 text. 


In addition, ‘a strong majority’ of the commission thinks it ‘possible and 
desirable’ for the church to offer ‘support and blessing’ to ‘persons of the 
same sex who are in faithful committed relationships, seeking in them the 
characteristics of sacrificial love and abiding care for the other’. 


Meanwhile, in a 196-page report, a majority of the 17-member Task Force on 
Human Sexuality suggests PCUSA consider ordaining non-celibate homosexuals, 
and endorsing some same-sex relationships. Current PCUSA policy prohibits the 
ordination of '‘self-affirming, practising homosexual persons'. The task force 
voted 10-6 to recommend that its report, ‘Keeping Body and Soul Together: 
Sexuality, Spirituality and Social Justice', be ‘approved for study’ for two 
years by the PCUSA General Assembly, which meets in June in Baltimore. 


The majority report says that while ‘male voices, white voices, and 
heterosexual voices are certainly valued and valuable', each needs to be 
‘included as only one among many other contributors to the theological 
conversation’ about human sexuality. It also calls for no _ automatic 
condemnation of ‘any sexual relations in which there is genuine equality and 
mutual respect’. It says that while the Bible is central in discussions about 
sexuality, ‘this commonly shared affirmation about scriptural authority is 
held and practised among Presbyterians in a variety of ways'. 


Most of the 63-page minority report, submitted by six task force members, is 
answers to 10 questions. It says that ‘given the single voice with which 
Scriptures and the church have spoken’, there is ‘insufficient justification 
to depart from the historic Christian position on homosexual behaviour’. It 
Says that to ordain ‘self-affirming practising homosexual persons' is to 
endorse ‘homosexual practice'. It counsels celibacy for all single people, as 
"sexual relations themselves are not necessary as a cure for loneliness’. 


Both reports, especially the majority one, deal with several other sexuality 
issues. [EPS] 
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DEVELOPMENTS ON THE ORDINATION-OF-WOMEN FRONT 


There have been church action and discussion in recent weeks in Switzerland, 
Denmark, and the United States in connection with the ordination of women as 
priests. 


In Zurich (15-16 March), a special synod of the Christian [01d] Catholic 
Church of Switzerland reiterated its support for such ordinations. On grounds 
that the ordination of women is a question of church law not faith, it asked 
Swiss Old Catholic Bishop Hans Gerny to transmit the Swiss view to the 
international conference of Old Catholic bishops, of which he is secretary. 
The conference meets for a week in Switzerland in July to consider the issue. 


Some Old Catholic dioceses, including Switzerland, now ordain women as 
deacons, but, in 1976, the conference of bishops rejected the ordination of 
women as priests, and so far, the Old Catholic position is that no one country 
should act by itself on the issue. 


The German Old Catholic diocese is also on record in favour of the ordination 
of women as priests, but the dioceses in the United States and Poland, which 
account for most of the estimated 400 000 Old Catholics in the world, are 
officially vigorously opposed. 


Meanwhile, bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Folk Church of Denmark (ELFD) 
have declined a request that seminarians opposed to the ordination of women as 
priests be allowed separate ordination liturgies. 


Eight organizations within ELFD asked for separate ordinations for such people 
on grounds that being ordained with women, or in liturgies in which female 
priests play a role, creates conscience problems for some ordinands. 


About a quarter of the estimated 2000 ELFD priests are women. 


And in the United States, the trustees of Nashotah House, the only seminary of 
the Episcopal [Anglican] Church which does not allow female priests to preside 
at celebrations of the eucharist, are reportedly to consider a change in 
policy when they meet in late May. (US Anglicans began ordaining women as 
priests in the mid-1970s. ) 


The current seminary policy also effectively excludes female priests from 
full-time faculty or administrative positions, because only the dean and full- 
time faculty and other staff members are allowed to preside at the daily 
seminary eucharist. 


A seminary alumnus and former faculty member, Richard Grein, bishop of the 
Episcopal diocese of New York, wrote in the seminary newspaper that Nashotah 
is ‘being held hostage’ by Episcopalians opposed to the ordination of women as 
priests. As a result, he said, it ‘is no longer in the mainstream of the 
church. It appears rather as a single-issue seminary.’ 


The seminary, which has some _ female students, currently has 39 full-time 
students. The current incoming class has eight students, compared with 42 in 
1985. Another Episcopal bishop, William Wantland of Eau Claire, who opposes 
the ordination of women as priests, says a policy change on the ministry of 
female priests would not necessarily help Nashotah recruit students, or 
alleviate its financial difficulties. [EPS] 
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HONG KONG: BRAIN DRAIN CAUSING CLERGY SHORTAGE 


In mid-1997, the British colony of Hong Kong is to revert to Chinese control. 
Already, church leaders report, a ‘brain drain’ in the colony is affecting 
many aspects of its life, including the supply of clergy. 


Hong Kong-based Gary Stephens, East Asia director of the Youth With a Mission 
organization, says clergy are joining business people and other professionals 
in ‘opting out’ of Hong Kong. 


He reports that 60 000 such people and their families left last year. (The 
Hong Kong population is about 6 million.) 


He says many people are leaving because ‘there is a growing sense of anxiety 
about the future', adding that ‘many people are saying that after Tiananmen 
Square they are not sure that they can trust Peking. It is all creating a 
tremendous sense of insecurity and anxiety in people here.' (The square is 
the site in Beijing of the violent government crackdown in June 1989 on what 
is often referred to as the 'democracy movement’ in China.) 


Stephens says one result of the drain is that the average pastor in Hong Kong 
has less than three years' post-seminary experience. 


‘There is a shortage of leaders, and there are some churches that have even 
completely closed down and sold their facilities’, he reports. 


Roughly 10 percent of the Hong Kong population is counted as Christian. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.55 
AGENCIES URGE HELP FOR 40 COUNTRIES IN GULF WAR AFTERMATH 


A report by six UK-based relief and development agencies calls for help for 
more than 40 developing countries which now face the equivalent of a natural 
disaster as a result of the recently-ended (Persian) Gulf war. 


(According to a UN definition, this point is reached when, through influences 
beyond its control, a country loses more than one percent of its gross 
national product.) 


The agencies - Christian Aid (part of the Council of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland), the Catholic Institute for International Relations, Save the 
Children, Oxfam, Cafod, and the World Development Movement - say this has 
happened in at least 40 countries. 


In 16 of the countries, the impact of the war exceeds two percent of GNP; 
nations such as Jordan, Yemen, and Sri Lanka have lost up to a quarter of GNP. 


‘As with any other natural disasters', says the report, ‘it is the poorest 
countries who suffer the most as they have the smallest margin for absorbing 
any adverse shock’. 


According to one estimate, the total direct cost of the conflict to the 40 
countries is in excess of 12 billion (12 thousand million) US dollars. The 
agencies point out that the sums of money necessary to compensate the affected 
countries are small when compared to the cost of the Gulf military effort, 
estimated at around 100 billion US dollars. [EPS] 
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NIGERIA: CHRISTIANS PROTEST PUBLIC SPENDING ON MOSQUE 


The Christian Association of Nigeria has complained to the government of the 
Nigerian state of Gongola about the state decision to use public funds to 
build a mosque on the grounds of the new official residence of the state 
governor. 


The CAN petition, ‘The Agony of Christians in Gongola', gives a deadline of 
the end of March by which the government is to provide funds to build a chapel 
on the grounds. ; 


It says that if the government does not provide the money, CAN will mobilise 
Christians in the state to raise funds for the chapel. 


The petition says ‘the government is for all of us, and the public money does 
not belong to any religion'. It says the decision to build the mosque is a 
declaration that ‘Islam is the only religion recognised by the state 
government, and it is the only legitimate religion, which is a grave violation 
of the country's constitution’. 


The petition also recalls an incident in January when some Muslims ‘burnt a 
church, set fire to the hotels and buildings' in Yola, the state capital. It 
adds that 'no action has been taken' against those involved. 


Relations between Muslims and Christians in Nigeria are strained, and have 
included some violent incidents in recent years. Together, the two religions 
account for most of the 115 million people in Nigeria. The communities are 
roughly equal in size, though precise figures are disputed. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.57 
SOUTH AFRICA: TUTU CALLS FOR SANCTIONS TILL COMPLETE REMOVAL OF APARTHEID 


Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu says sanctions against South 
Africa ought to continue till a non-racial democratic process is in place to 
determine a new constitution. 


Tutu says he was angered by the euphoric reaction of Western governments to 
South African President F.W. de Klerk's message last month in which he 
announced measures to remove various ‘pillars' of the South African system of 
race separation known as apartheid. 


Citing the refusal of the South African government to fully repeal the 
Population Registration Act, Tutu says de Klerk plans to replace it with 
‘measures having substantially the same effect', giving white South Africans 
the right to veto the terms of any new constitution. 


Tutu also says de Klerk's proposals do not deal with ‘the very serious 
questions raised by the government's use of police and army death squads', nor 
with the freeing of all political prisoners and the return of exiles under a 
general amnesty. 


‘At its core, apartheid is not simply the segregation of facilities and 
suburbs', Tutu says. ‘It is the denial of political power to people on the 
basis of their race. This will be ended only when black South Africans have 
the vote, and this central thrust of our struggle against apartheid 
continues.' [EPS] 
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CUBA: GOVERNMENT RECOGNITION OF RELIGION SAID TO BE COMING 


[This item is based on material supplied by Peru-based Latinamerica Press. ] 


Though projected constitutional changes are still to be made public, many 
Cuban Christians - especially in the minority of the church which is not Roman 
Catholic - believe they will allow increased religious activity on the 
Caribbean island nation. 


At the same time, many Protestant leaders are calling on Christians 'to openly 
participate in the construction of socialism'. And government authorities 
have said publicly that current laws marginalise Cuban believers. 


More than three decades after the revolution of 1959 brought Fidel Castro to 
power, government authorities and Protestant representatives have initiated a 
dialogue aimed at finding a way to allow atheists and Christians to work 
together. 


Representatives of the Cuban Ecumenical Council met with President Fidel 
Castro a year ago. According to those who attended the meeting, it was held 
"to analyse our situation, motivations, and patriotic interests’. 


Since then, for the second time in 30 years, a religious institution had 
access to a state-owned radio station to transmit a Christian message of 
‘peace, love, and hope’. 


Says Raul Suarez, a Baptist minister, 'Each day there is more understanding 
between churches and the Cuban government.' He adds that the access to mass 
media is an example of ‘improving relations between the faithful and the 
government’. 


On the other hand, the Roman Catholic leadership seems rather less favourable 
to these efforts and changes. 


According to Britannica World Data, about 55 percent of of the Cuban 
population of 10 million plus is ‘non-religious' or atheist. Most of the rest 
are counted as Christians, most of them Roman Catholics. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.59 
UGANDA: PARENTS WHO CHARGE BRIDE PRICE FACE EXCOMMUNICATION 


The Roman Catholic leadership in Uganda has told priests to excommunicate any 
parent who makes it difficult for a daughter to get married in church by 
demanding a high bride price. 


The warning comes in a 120-page booklet, 'A Message to Catholic Believers in 
Uganda’. It says that rather than a family-set price, ‘the best thing would 
be for the would-be son-in-law to decide on his own accord a suitable gift to 
offer to the parents in appreciation for their role in up-bringing his 
would-be wife’. 


The booklet also warns Christians against attending non-church weddings. 
It is traditional in Uganda for a would-be son-in-law to pay the parents of 


his wife-to-be, a sum ranging from 500 thousand to three million Uganda 
shillings, in addition to other gifts. [EPS] 
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CANADA: FINANCIAL SQUEEZE ON ECUMENICAL COALITIONS 


[This item is based on material from the United Church Observer, magazine of 
the United Church of Canada. ] 


In Canada, much of structured ecumenism is in the form of coalitions working 
on a variety of domestic and international social issues. But, with a funding 
crisis last year, discussions are now moving toward decisions on how to 
reshape the coalition structure. 


At least three proposals have been put forth - keep the current structure but 
reduce the number of coalitions from 12 to eight; cluster the coalitions 
around themes (human rights, economic justice, solidarity/development) ; 
cluster the coalitions around functions (research, education, solidarity 
funding, advocacy). 


Bonnie Greene, director of the Office of Church in Society of the United 
Church of Canada, says few people seem happy with the three proposed 
alternatives. 


If a meeting next month of the Justice and Peace Commission of the Canadian 
Council of Churches fails to propose a clear alternative, she says, individual 
denominations will decide the fate of the coalitions by the way they set their 
1992 budgets. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.61 
GULF CHURCH PEOPLE ASSESSING KUWAIT SITUATION 


In the aftermath of the ceasefire in Kuwait, church people in neighbouring 
states were waiting in mid-March for the’ restoration of telephone 
communication so they could contact Christian leaders inside the emirate. 


According to reports, during the Iraqi occupation, worship was regularly 
conducted in the Evangelical (Reformed) and Roman Catholic churches there. An 
Anglican priest was taken from Kuwait to Iraq, but released in December. 


Christian worship emphasizing thanksgiving and reconciliation took place in 
the region once the ceasefire was announced. 


In neighbouring Bahrain, the ruler, Amir Isa bin Sulman al-Khalifa, sent a 
message to ‘all the Christian community' in his country expressing ‘heartfelt 
good wishes for peace and every happiness'. Written during the war to Derek 
Taylor, provost of the Anglican cathedral in Bahrain, the message said that 
‘we must all place our trust in almighty God, the creator of all things, 
praying that in his infinite goodness and mercy, he will guide and protect us 
in all our doings’. 


Islam is the principal religion in Bahrain, though the minority Christian 
community enjoys good relations with the ruling family. A court spokesperson 
said the ruler ‘makes no secret of his respect for the Christian community’. 


Another Anglican priest in the Gulf, Ian Young, commented that ‘serious 
attention hadn't been given heretofore to the Amnesty International report on 
human-rights violations’ by Iraqis in Kuwait. He spoke of an ‘appalling lack 
of respect for human dignity’ by Iraq during the six-month occupation. [EPS] 
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CHINESE GOVERNMENT REPORT SAID TO WARN ON FOREIGN MISSIONS 


US-based News Network International reports that an internal Chinese 
government document which has recently come to light refers to a ‘serious 
infiltration of religious power' in China by overseas religious organizations. 
It says overseas Christian groups use religious activities to cultivate an 
‘'anti- government’ attitude among Chinese people, and warns officials to 
‘guard against such groups’. 


According to NNI, it says there has been ‘a great increase' in recent years in 
‘efforts by overseas religious organizations to post and hand-carry' religious 
material into China. It cites figures from 1990 of border confiscations of 
'240 000 pieces of religious literature, and 2221 audio-visual aids'. Among 
groups specifically mentioned in the document are South Korean Christian 
groups involved in missionary efforts to China, and foreign Christians working 
among tribal minorities in China. 


An official of the Hong Kong-based Chinese Church Research Center says the 
Chinese authorities are either generalizing what they perceive as_ the 
disruptive work of a few foreign individuals within China, or, most probably, 
misreading anti-government attitudes into the work of Christian groups. And 
Leslie Francis, Hong Kong-based director of the China study programme of the 
Overseas Missionary Fellowship says ‘we haven't seen an official report that 
gives as many details as this nor one that attacks foreign individuals [to the 
extent] this one does’. 


NNI reports that where the document is originated is not known, but that it 
was seen and hand copied by a Chinese source in a major Chinese city, and then 
turned over to someone outside China. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.63 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: HUSSITES ELECT PATRIARCH, WARN ON MARKET FORCES 


The Seventh Assembly of the Czechoslovak Hussite Church - a denomination 
formed by former Roman Catholics in 1920, and the second-largest (after Roman 
Catholicism) in Czechoslovakia - has chosen the Hussite bishop of Brno, 


Vratislav Stepanek, as the fourth Hussite patriarch. He succeeds Miroslav 
Novak, who retired on health grounds last May, after 30 years as patriarch. 


The assembly spoke against nationalist and separatist tendencies in 
Czechoslovak society, and endorsed ecumenical principles of justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation. 


An assembly text, 'A Word on Freedom, Hope, and Responsibility', also warns 
against temptations which come with increased democracy, and faults the 
unrestricted introduction of market principles into national life. It rejects 
an approach ‘where money is the yardstick by which everything is measured, 
where only those who are capable and healthy are entitled to a place in the 
sun, and where the only goal in life is ... growth in consumption’. 


In other action, the assembly changed some parts of Hussite church law, which 
have been made irrelevant by the recent social and political changes in the 
country. It also okayed some liturgical changes, making Hussite practice more 
like liturgical traditions in other parts of the church, without giving up its 
attachment to the liturgical work of its first patriarch, Karel Farsky. [EPS] 
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SURVEY: RACISM ALIVE AND WELL IN USA 


Despite school integration, affirmative action, and fair housing laws, a 
majority of whites questioned in a survey by the National Opinion Research 
Center at the University of Chicago said blacks and Hispanics are likely to 
prefer public assistance to hard work, and tend to be lazier, less 
intelligent, and less patriotic than whites. 


The survey found that the majority of whites, Hispanic and other non-black 
respondents - 78 percent - said blacks are more likely than whites to ‘prefer 
to live off welfare' and less likely to ‘prefer to be self-supporting'; 62 
percent said blacks are more likely to be lazy, 74 percent that they are 
violence prone, 53 percent that they are less intelligent, 51 percent that 
they are less patriotic. 


Similarly, among non-Hispanics, 74 percent said Hispanics are more likely to 
prefer to live off welfare, 56 percent thought them lazy, 50 percent thought 
them more violence prone, 55 percent thought them less intelligent, and 61 
percent thought them less patriotic. 


Ronald Jackson, a member of the Domestic Policy Committee of the US Catholic 
Conference, said employers, including the church, must ‘set affirmative action 
goals and set up timetables to meet those goals'. He said the church has ‘an 
enormous responsibility’ in working to challenge racist attitudes. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.65 

US STUDY NOTES PRACTICES WHICH EMBARRASS VISITORS TO CONGREGATIONS 

A study in the US state of California found that more than three fifths of 900 
respondents dislike asking newcomers to stand, raise their hands, wear tags, 
or otherwise identify themselves at worship. But giving visitors written 
information about the congregation was favoured by 74 percent, sending a 
letter from the pastor by 70 percent, and having members greet visitors 
individually after worship by 67 percent. The report concludes: ‘Visiting a 
church is a relatively uncomfortable experience for many people - especially 
those who have been out of the mainstream of church life for a time, and are 
cautiously considering whether or not to start attending.' [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.66 
WEST AFRICA: ISLAMIC PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS CITED 
Niyi Gbane, head of AD 2000 Research Mobilization, which says it is trying to 
spread the Christian message all over the world by the end of the decade, says 
persecution of Christians is very pronounced in Islamic countries, notably in 
West Africa. He called for prayers for countries ‘being taken over' by Islan, 
the ‘greatest opponent for African evangelization’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.67 
USA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS WELCOME NEW EFFORTS FOR PEACE IN MIDDLE EAST 
The US Interreligious Committee for Peace - a group of more than 1400 
Christian, Jewish, and Muslim leaders - has welcomed US government efforts to 
achieve negotiated settlements to Middle Eastern problems. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.68 
PERU: CHURCH REP CALLS FOR HEALTH IMPROVEMENTS 
General Secretary Mario Rios of the Roman Catholic organization Caritas-Peru 
Says cholera is one of seven epidemics now facing the country. He called on 
the government to ‘wake up’ and ‘attend to public health'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.69 
SERBS CHOOSE NEW PATRIARCH 
The bishops of the Yugoslavia-based Serbian [Eastern] Orthodox Church have 
chosen Bishop Paul of Prizren, 76, to succeed Germain, 92, as SOC patriarch. 
The former patriarch has been hospitalised since July 1989. His health has 
deteriorated in a way judged irreversible by a medical commission set up by 
the bishops to consider the case. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.70 
USA: ORTHODOX BISHOPS REJECT NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION 
The bishops of the [Eastern] Orthodox Church in America have declined to 
recommend the New Revised Standard Version Bible translation for liturgical 
use and Bible study. An OCA priest is president of the [US] National Council 
of Churches, under whose auspices the translation was prepared. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.71 
QUAKERS MARKING 300TH ANNIVERSARY OF FOUNDER 
Quakers and others are marking the 300th anniversary of the death this year of 
George Fox, founder of the Religious Society of Friends (usually referred to 
as Quakers). He died 13 January 1691, and was noted, among other things, for 
his opposition to war. Today, there are an estimated 250 000 Quakers around 
the world. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.72 

NORTH AMERICA: ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON FAMILY CHANGES 

More than 600 persons from US and Canadian churches are expected to meet under 
the auspices of the (US) National Council of Churches for a conference (in 
Chicago, 8-14 April) to respond to changes in American family life. Among the 
issues to be discussed are, the high rate of divorce and re-marriage, the 
large number of homes headed by single parents, violence, poverty, racism, 
sexism and homophobia in many homes. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.73 
LIBERIA: CHURCH REPS DISCUSSING RESETTLEMENT, REHABILITATION 
Leaders of the Association of Evangelicals of Liberia have announced plans to 
organise a consultation to discuss resettlement, reconciliation and 
reconstruction in the wake of the civil war which began in December 1989. 
believed to have claimed 10 000 lives, and caused more than 700 000 more to 
seek refuge in neighbouring countries. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.74 
ROMANIA: EVANGELICALS LAUNCH MAGAZINE 
The Romanian Evangelical Alliance has launched a bi-monthly magazine. The 
alliance was set following the overthrow of the Ceaucescu government in 
December 1989. Most of the people of Romania are counted as Christians, most 
of them Eastern Orthodox. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.75 

BULGARIA: POPE NAMES REPRESENTATIVE 

Pope John Paul has named a diplomatic representative to Bulgaria. Mario Rizzi 
is the first Vatican representative to Bulgaria since 1950. The great 
majority of the estimated nine million Bulgarians are counted as Eastern 
Orthodox. Roman Catholics are estimated at around 70 000, including 20 000 
whose worship forms and social customs are very similar to those of Eastern 
Orthodoxy. Some have charged that the former Bulgarian government was 
involved in the attempt on the life of the pope about a decade ago. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.76 

US SURVEY: MORE BELIEVE IN HEAVEN AND HELL 

According to a US survey, 78 percent believe there is a place where people who 
have led good lives are eternally rewarded, and 60 percent that there is a 
place where those who have led bad lives and die without repenting are damned 
eternally. Corresponding results in a 1952 poll were 72 and 58 percent. In 
the current survey, 29 percent said their chances of going to heaven are 
excellent, 49 percent said good, 17 percent fair, and 3 percent poor. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.77 
EUROPE: FIFTH ECUMENICAL ENCOUNTER SET IN SPAIN 
The Fifth European Ecumenical Encounter is to take place in Santiago de 
Compestela, Spain, 13-18 November. About 80 participants are expected to 
discuss ‘mission and evangelism in Europe today'. The encounters, every three 
or four years, are hosted alternately by the Conference of European Churches 
and the Council of European [Roman Catholic] Bishops' Conferences. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.78 
ADVENTISTS BEGIN ALBANIAN BROADCASTS 
Yugoslav Adventists have begun twice-weekly, 15-minute broadcasts in Albanian 
on a state-owned station. They are aimed at listeners in the ethnic Albanian 
Yugoslav province of Kosovo, and in neighbouring Albania. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.79 
UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES REPORTS UPS AND DOWNS IN DISTRIBUTION 
According to UK-based United Bible Societies, it distributed a record 16-plus 
million Bibles last year, up 3.5 percent from 1989. However, over-all UBS 
distribution of ‘scriptures' was down 4.1 percent. (Besides complete Bibles, 
scriptures include New Testaments, smaller portions of the Bible, special- 
purpose portions, and material in audio and video formats, and in Braille.) 
Distribution in Europe was up 33.8 percent (3.5 million), mostly because of 
major increases in the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Romania. It was 
up 2.9 percent in the Asia-Pacific region, UBS reports, notably in Nepal. UBS 
is an umbrella body for national Bible societies around the world. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.80 

PACIFIC ECUMENICAL OFFICIAL EXPRESSES HOPE ON BOUGAINVILLE 

Peter Salamonsen, secretary for justice, peace, and development of the 
Fiji-based Pacific Conference of Churches, described a peace agreement for the 
Bougainville area of Papua New Guinea as ‘in many respects, a response to a 
PCC initiative' to end conflict there. ‘With a restoration process", he said, 
‘there is much to be done in the health and transport sector. ... This is 
merely the beginning of a long road to recovery and normalcy for Bougainville' 
[EPS 90.07.01; 10.27; 12.97]. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.81 
UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA SAYS FEDERAL BUDGET ‘OFFENSIVE AGAINST POOR' 
A statement from the United Church of Canada (8 March) says the new Canadian 
federal budget is a ‘new offensive against the poor of Canada’. It says the 
government is disadvantaging single mothers, minimum-wage earners, youth, the 
elderly and the unemployed. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.82 
JOURNALIST: US CHURCH HAS NEGLECTED LIBERIA 
Briefing US religious journalists, Liberian journalist Kenneth Best said the 
US church has failed to be a dependable friend to Liberia during its civil 
war, which began in December 1989, and has left more than 10 000 dead, and 
forced hundreds of thousands of people from their homes. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.83 

TASK OF BRINGING RELIGIOUS FREEDOM TO ALBANIA ‘ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE’ 

An Albanian priest says the task of bringing religious freedom and human 
rights to Albania is ‘almost impossible'. Speaking on Vatican Radio, Simon 
Jubani said most Albanian opponents of communism have fled the country. He 
said the church faces a huge task, as the communist system caused ‘the death 
of moral life, political life, and cultural life'. According to Britannica 
World Data, of the 3.2 million people in the country, about three quarters are 
reckoned ‘'non-religious' or atheist. Muslims account for about 20 percent, 
and Christians for the rest. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.84 

ENGLISH ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP CRITICIZES 'VIRGIN BIRTHS' 

[Anglican] Church of England Archbishop John Habgood says plans by some women 
to have ‘virgin births' is ‘a step in breaking of relationships between 
procreation and love'. Earlier, the British Pregnancy Advisory Service said 
it had accepted three virgin women for counselling for artificial insemination 
by donor. Habgood said that to ‘exclude a father from a family of this kind 
seems to be potentially damaging'. If tolerated, he said, ‘it would undermine 
family life and the need for children to have two parents' and ‘raises several 
ethical, psychological questions about identity'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.85 

CONGO: BISHOP ELECTED PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

A 1200-person national congress in the Congo unanimously chose Ernest Kombo, 
bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Nkayi, as its president. The meeting 
is part of moves away from the Marxist, one-party monopoly on Congolese 
political life in effect for nearly three decades. Kombo called his selection 
‘an act of confidence in and rehabilitation of the religious confessions' of 
the Congo. Like a church, he said, at the conference people can ‘recognize 
their faults, confess, ask pardon, and accept a curative penance’ as part of 
efforts to rebuild and save the country. A member of a Roman Catholic 
religious community was chosen by the conference to be in charge of finances. 
According to Britannica World Data, of the 2.3 million Congolese, more than 90 
percent are counted as Christians. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.86 
CHINA: RAIDS ON UNDERGROUND SEMINARIES REPORTED 
The Hong Kong-based Union of Catholic Asian News reports that Chinese 
officials have taken strong action against Roman Catholics who remain loyal to 
the pope, including raids on their seminaries and convents. The government- 
recognized and approved group of Catholics in China - numbering several 
million - ended Vatican ties in the 1950s. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.87 
USSR/GEORGIA: PATRIARCH VISITS CHAPEL IN DETENTION CAMP 
Ilia II, the Eastern Orthodox patriarch of the Soviet republic of Georgia, has 
visited a chapel built last year by inmates in a detention camp, said to be 
the only one of its kind in the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.88 

FIRST VISIT TO VATICAN BY ROMANIAN RC BISHOPS IN 40 YEARS 

For the first time in 40 years, Roman Catholic bishops from Romania visited 
the Vatican. Normally, such visits take place every five years, but the 
visits were not possible during the time of the communist government ousted in 
the revolution at the end of 1989. Most Romanians are Eastern Orthodox. 
There are 11 Roman Catholic dioceses there - six of the western and five of 
the eastern rite. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.89 
UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES APPOINTS SOVIET REP 
UK-based United Bible Societies has appointed a US Eastern Orthodox deacon, 
Michael Roshak, as its representative in the Soviet Union for two years. 
Roshak, on the staff of the [US] National Council of Churches, is to help 
develop Bible societies in the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.90 
YUGOSLAVIA: CROWDS REBUFF EASTERN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH 
During the third day of anti-government demonstrations in Belgrade this month, 
the patriarch of the Serbian [Eastern] Orthodox Church pleaded with the 
estimated 20 000 protesters to disperse ‘to prevent bloodshed'. In reply, the 
crowd chanted ‘treason! treason!" and refused to move. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.91 
SADDAM HUSSEIN NAMED 1990 RELIGION NEWSMAKER OF THE YEAR 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has been named Newsmaker of the Year for 1990 
by Christian Century, a Chicago-based ecumenical weekly. It says his ‘shrewd 
exploitation of religious faith makes him an obvious choice for selection as 
the Person of the Year in religion - that individual who for good or evil was 
the most significant religious figure on the world scene in 1990'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.92 
VATICAN DENIES AIDING CROATIAN GOVERNMENT 
The Vatican has denied allegations in Serbian media that it has sent financial 
support to the Croatian government. (Serbia and Croatia are the two major 
republics of Yugoslavia.) A Vatican spokesperson said the Vatican would not 
do such things, and, anyway, does not have the resources for that. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.93 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED TO MARK 50TH ANNIVERSARY IN NOVEMBER 

An assembly marking the 50th anniversary of the US ecumenical organization 
Church Women United is to take place 9-12 November in St Louis (Missouri/ 
USA). Its theme is ‘Set Free! Be Free! Jubilee!' The four sub-themes are 
‘Set Free toward Economic Justice', ‘Set Free the Earth', ‘Set Free the Abused 
and Oppressed', and ‘Be Free to Live and Work in a New Century'. The 
gathering is to feature workshops, music, dance, pageantry, historical 
flashbacks, dialogue, and discussions. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.94 

VATICAN AND LATIN AMERICAN RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES AT ODDS 

Pope John Paul has appointed a Colombian bishop who belongs to a religious 
order, Hector Julio Lopez Hurtado, a Salesian, as his ‘personal delegate' to 
direct the Latin American Confederation of Religious (CLAR), the continental 
body of Roman Catholic religious communities. The Vatican intervention 
suspended the usual CLAR election procedures. The intervention is the latest 
round in a dispute which became public three years ago when the Vatican and 
the Council of Latin American Bishops’ Conferences (CELAM) described a CLAR 
biblical and pastoral project ‘ideologically biased'. The 11th CLAR assembly, 
not far from Mexico City, last month, said the Vatican action caused it 
‘sadness and pain'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.95 
PAKISTAN: CHURCH REPS OPPOSE INTRODUCTION OF ISLAMIC LAW 
Leaders of most of the Christian minority in Pakistan (about one percent) have 
issued a joint statement opposing proposals to introduce Sharia (Islamic law) 
in Pakistan, where Islam accounts for about 97 percent of the people. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.96 

COSTA RICA: PROPOSED LAW DRAWS NEGATIVE EVANGELICAL RESPONSE 

A proposed Costa Rican law to regulate aspects of religious life in the 
country has drawn a negative response from leaders of the Costa Rican 
Evangelical Alliance, who fear it may restrict church activities. One 
practice it would regulate is the use of loudspeakers at church meetings. 
According to former Costa Rican justice minister Hugo Munoz, who introduced 
the legislation, loudspeakers adversely affect ‘the emotional, mental and 
physical health' of people living near congregations which use them. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.97 
USA: FREE CONDOM DISTRIBUTION PLAN BRINGS RC CRITICISM 
The Roman Catholic archdiocese of New York has protested a plan to distribute 
free condoms to high-school students. It says this would ‘implicitly endorse 
sexual activity' by teenagers. The plan is part of city efforts to stop the 
spread of Aids. School authorities say 80 percent of teenagers in New York 
City are sexually active. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.98 
KENYA: PRESIDENT URGES CHRISTIANS NOT TO TAKE EACH OTHER TO COURT 
Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi has expressed concern about Christians who 
take fellow Christians to court to settle their differences. He called on 
Christians to set a better example in this and other aspects of life. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.99 

DENMARK: CONSTITUTION PROPOSED FOR FOLK CHURCH 

Margrethe Auken, a Lutheran priest who is a member of the Danish parliament, 
has proposed that the Evangelical Lutheran Folk Church of Denmark (ELFD) have 
a constitution. It would provide for a churchwide council able to speak on 
behalf of the folk church, to which most Danes belong. ELFD parishes now have 
councils, and bishops lead their dioceses, but no one has authority to speak 
or act on behalf of ELFD as a whole. A government minister for church affairs 
has administrative responsibility, and the Danish parliament must approve 
changes in church law. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.100 
USA: AD HOC BAPTIST COMMITTEE BATTLING CLERGY FLAB 
The Ad Hoc Fitness Initiative Group in the US-based Southern Baptist 
Convention has announced plans to try to persuade overweight SBC ministers and 
their families to lose weight, and adopt healthier lifestyles. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.101 

CANADA: ECUMENICAL AGREEMENT ON RURAL MINISTRY 

Units of four denominations in the Canadian province of Saskatchewan - 
Anglican, Lutheran, United, and Reformed (Presbyterian) - have signed an 
agreement to encourage shared ministry in rural and remote areas of the 
province. The jurisdictions say it is ‘a more positive witness to Jesus 
Christ to encourage shared ministry than to continue marginal ministries 
individually'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.102 

TWO NEW ANGLICAN PROVINCES PROJECTED 

Delegates from Mexican and Central American dioceses of the US-based Episcopal 
[Anglican] Church have proposed that the 1994 Episcopal General Convention 
grant autonomy to the Episcopal Church of Mexico and the Anglican Region of 
Central America (Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama, and possibly 
Guatemala and/or Honduras). They would become the 29th and 30th Anglican 
provinces (autonomous national or international church bodies). [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.103 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Message on Racial Discrimination Day 


[This text was issued by the Programme to Combat Racism of the World Council 
of Churches to mark the UN-declared ‘International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination', 21 March. ] 


--- Despite the efforts of the WCC, the UN, and other organizations, racism 
and racial discrimination are on the rise. The WCC is alarmed at the racial 
violence in North America and Western Europe. In these countries, beset by 
unemployment and recession, migrants and blacks are not only the first to be 
laid off, but they are blamed for the economic problems that these countries 
are experiencing. 


Migrants in Europe are concerned that the creation of a single common market 
in 1992 will worsen their situation which is already critical. Blacks and 
immigrants in Europe lack adequate housing, education, economic opportunities, 
and are victimised by the criminal justice system. 


The WCC urges the churches and governments to ensure the elimination of racial 
discrimination in their societies. All people must work to remove the racial 
barriers and to put an end to racial violence. Racism and _ racial 
discrimination have for too long been a scourge in society. ... [EPS] 


EPS 91.03.104 
ECUTEXT: WCC Letter to President of Peru 


[This is from a letter (21 March) from General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
World Council of Churches to President Alberto Fujimori of Peru. ] 


The World Council of Churches has learned, with deep concern, of the recent 
attempt, by unknown persons, on the life of Dr Augusto Zuniga Paz, a respected 
member of the Comision de Derechos Humanos ... and of the Coordinadora Nacional 
de Derechos Humanos del Peru. This grave occurrence will have been brought to 
your attention by many members of the Peruvian civil and non-governmental 
community, as well as church leadership in many parts of the world. 


You will recall the visit [last October] by the members of a high-level 
delegation under the auspices of the World Council of Churches ... and its 
Satisfaction to hear your assurances that the Peruvian government values 
highly the work carried out by the Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos 
and its members, in the defence of the human rights of the Peruvian peoples. 


For that reason, we respectfully urge you to take effective immediate steps, 
as you will undoubtedly have begun to take, to ensure the physical and moral 
integrity of all the persons working in the human rights organizations in Peru. 
It would be of utmost importance for the accomplishment of justice to ensure 
the impartial and prompt investigation of the circumstances behind the attack 
on Dr Zuniga Paz, the identification of those responsible for it, and their 
being brought to justice before the law. 


Certain of your desire to enhance the search for peace in the nation, and 
deeply conscious of the great social problems confronting the Peruvian people 
and government at this time, we encourage you fully in your actions to bring 
justice, strengthen the instruments of democratic rule, and personally ensure 
that acts of violence committed against members of the human rights community 
be fully repudiated. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.105 
ECUTEXT: Reformed Message on ‘Christian Community in Changing Society' 


[This text was prepared by a consultation, ‘Christian community in a changing 
society’ attended by 30 people from 17 countries. The meeting, in Pensier, 
Switzerland, was sponsored by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. ] 


The removal of the Berlin Wall is a. dramatic symbol of the sudden and even 
drastic changes occurring in societies around the globe. It is true that God 
acting in history has granted many societies a new burst of freedom, and we 
give thanks to God for the promise in that. It has meant a new lease on life 
for millions of people. It has evoked profound joy and revived hope and 
courage. Life has been filled with new possibility. 


At the same time, the radical changes in societies and the global power shifts 
are also burdened with danger. There is a great temptation to project 
self-justifying ideologies that can blind us to the sober task of shaping 
evolving human communities in obedience to our ongoing Christian calling. It 
is urgent that we reflect critically on the past and on what is going on in 
the global public arena, and ... insist that space be provided for people to 
discover a free community and a common future ... open to new possibilities. 


-.. The temptation for new power concentrations to impose restrictive and 
oppressive ideologies is great. Government by the people could easily be 
replaced by government by certain powerful and wealthy elites who could 
manipulate the historic global process to their advantage, without any regard 
for the mandate of the gospel that requires us to attend to the least of 
Christ's brothers and sisters. We are convinced that a just and loving order 
in society includes all of God's children, not only Christians. We believe 
new bursts of freedom can easily be corrupted by a new form and opportunity 
for oppression. 


The moment is burdened with the danger that concentrations of power could 
become the instrument not of a new era of global freedom and justice, but a 
new era of systemic exclusion of the poor in all regions of the globe. 
Particularly in these days we should not forget that there is mass suffering 
and deaths because of poverty that has not been caused by the failure of 
socialism. This great misery is not removed by the change in East-West 
relations. 


The Reformed tradition of the Christian faith requires us to focus on more 
than our personal piety and to examine critically the opportunity we have to 
help shape public order in the direction of justice for all God's children. 
This will require that we examine our own motivation and commitment as 
individuals and churches. 


We need to repent of our indifference and enter this new day of global social 
turbulence with steadfast commitment to action in the light of our Lord's 
promise of his coming kingdom. This hope prompts us to strive for a community 
of human life where suffering, crying, injustice and death are done away 
with. Like our forebears in the sixteenth century, and on the basis of that 
tradition, we need to use the new moment of freedom for the constructive 
purpose of new and more just and humane societies. ... 


We invite you and your local church and others in your community to study the 
Bible and current events together and to engage in the study and discipline 
necessary to assist in the shaping of political order, both locally and 
globally, in the direction of human fulfilment promised by God. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.106 
ECUVIEW: WCC Moderatorial Perspectives (Aram Keshishian) 


[Keshishian, Oriental Orthodox (Armenian) archbishop of Lebanon, was elected 
last month as moderator of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches. This is excerpted from his presentation to staff during a visit to 
WCC headquarters in Geneva earlier this month, shortly after the WCC Seventh 
Assembly, in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February. ] 


--- (1) ... Whatever the council does has to be oriented towards the people. 
Our theology must be people's theology, our programme, people's programmes, 
our money, people's money, our council, people's council. If the council's 
programmes, activities, and actions fail to touch the daily existential life 
of the people at the grassroots level, the council greatly jeopardizes its own 
mature and vocation as a fellowship of churches. 


(2) I strongly believe that the question of unity should remain the first 
item on the agenda of the WCC. I want particularly to emphasize this 
concern, as I have seen during the last couple of years an increasing shift of 
emphasis from unity as the major ecumenical issue to other issues and areas of 
concern which often are not directly related to the unity of the church. 


I am particularly happy that the Canberra statement on unity goes beyond the 
description of the nature of unity that the churches seek through the 
ecumenical movement, and calls the churches to take concrete steps towards the 
visible unity. The council in general, and [the WCC Commission on] Faith and 
Order in particular, must constantly and through convergence and consensus- 
oriented action programmes, remind the churches of the centrality and urgency 
of visible unity for their life and mission. 


(3) We are living in a world of interdependence, interaction, and 
interrelation. The council should continue to pay particular attention to 
this reality of the present-day world. It has to identify its priorities and 
organize its programmes in such a way that the interrelatedness of the issues 
are spelled out creatively and dynamically. 


I believe that the JPIC process [the multi-year, global, ecumenical 
attentiveness to issues of justice, peace, and the integrity of creation] 
includes not only the priorities of our churches, such as justice, human 
rights, racism, women, youth, ecological crisis, etc. It also sharpens the 
intimate interrelatedness of those priority issues that used to be dealt with 
by the churches as well as by the council as separate issues. Therefore, 
JPIC ought to remain a major concern for the coming period. 


(4) I believe that questions and concerns related to women and youth must 
also be treated by the council with equal importance and urgency. I am one 
of those who refuse to marginalise these issues. These are, indeed, serious 
issues and must be tackled as such. The council is not a council of clergy, 
but a council of churches. 


The churches are represented in council by different categories of people of 
God. We have reached a stage in our ecumenical maturation that we have to 
stop thinking in terms of categories, calculation, percentages, balances, and 
imbalances, and plan and act as a fellowship that embraces the whole people of 
God. Women and youth are full partners in the council. Their issues are our 
issues. Their concerns are the council's concerns. [over] 


keshishian/2 


I come from a church ... which is a church of people. The identification of 
the church and the people is so intimate that one cannot speak in terms of 
church and people as being two different realities. In dealing with the 
issues of women and youth, in my view, the council has to be critically 
selective; otherwise it loses its specific identity and becomes a platform of 
action groups. 


(5) The Council is in financial crisis. This is, indeed, a crucial problem 
that we have to wrestle with in one way or another. 


I am not an expert in finance. But out of my limited experience in this 
domain, I want to say that the problem is not how to get money, but rather how 
to use it. 


It is imperative that first, we comprehensively and critically reassess our 
present financial situation and policy; second, we reorganize the council's 
financial system; and, third, we establish a new financial policy, a policy 
that encourages the churches' financial commitment to the council on the one 
hand, and clearly identifies programmatic priorities. 


I understand that the outgoing Executive Committee, with an aim of balancing 
the budget of the council, has decided to reduce the number as well as shorten 
the terms of the staff. Personally, I do not agree with such a drastic 
measure. The heart of the council is the programmes. And the programmes are 
implemented by people. In order to have good programmes we need to have 
qualified and committed staff. 


(6) It is my firm belief that not only the financial crisis, but many of the 
crises and problems that the WCC is facing actually can be solved when our 
churches strongly identify themselves with the council. ... The churches, 
regions, and the WCC constituency [must] think, speak, and act in terms of 
their obligations towards the council and not in terms of their rights in the 
council. The churches make the council; they are the council. The question 
is not what to take from the council, but also what to give to it. Growing 
together implies mutual responsibility, sharing, and accountability. 


(7) The ... assembly, with its new perspectives, insights, and challenges, 
embarks the council on a process of renewed commitment towards the basic goals 
of the ecumenical movement. It also opens the council to new dimensions, 
hopes, and vision. Our primary task is to translate Canberra into programmes, 
and the programmes into life. In fact, this is not an easy task. ... 


(8) Last but not least, I am Orthodox. I am firmly rooted in my Orthodox 
tradition. But, I am also open to other traditions. I believe in dialogue of 
traditions. Therefore, I am not here to advocate Orthodoxy, but to make its 
concerns fully and correctly heard, as well as open Orthodoxy to other 
theological perspectives. 


The Orthodox churches are not on the periphery of the council. They are 
called to manifest in a more concrete, critical, and constructive way their 
commitment to this fellowship. What happened in Canberra as ‘Orthodox 
reaction’ to some of the issues [EPS 91.03.49] was only a first step by 
Orthodox to respond to challenges coming from other traditions. But..3 ts 
vitally important that the Orthodox churches move from mere reaction to active 
participation. They are called to continue with deeper involvement their 
unique contribution to the growth of this fellowship. ... [EPS] 
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Available from World Neighbours, 5116 North Portland Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 
73112, USA is a Training Materials Catalogue. 


Available from the Lutheran World Federation Department of Theology and 
Studies, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 is Encounter of Religions in African 
Cultures. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2: 
Situation report (#1, 26 March) on floods in Malawi 

Situation report (#10, 26 March) on famine and war in Ethiopia 

Situation report (#6, 9 April) on Middle East conflict 


Proclaiming Migrant Rights is available from WCC/Migration Secretariat, Box 
2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2. 


The Evangelical Fellowship of India's 40th Anniversary Celebrations and 
Convention is to be held in Bangalore, 21-25 May. Theme of the meeting is 
With Thanksgiving Looking Ahead. 


‘Cry Freedom’ is the theme for 1991 Assembly of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain in Bournemouth, 22-25 April. 


In EPS 91.02.50 the last line should read; The guests included two Jews, two 
Hindus, two Buddhists, three Sikhs, a Shintoist, and two Muslims. 


The new WCC Central Committee, meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings. 


3-4 July Executive Committee 
5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 
17-19 September Executive Committee 
20-27 September Executive Committee 
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Many thanks to Tom Dorris who captained the EPS ship for the past nine years 
or so. As new editor of EPS, I would like to enlist your comments, 
suggestions, and even complaints and corrections. I believe that it is only 


through your feedback that EPS can improve its service to you. God bless. 
— > 
. Fe 


oe. 
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Oeipoe Wit kes, eee fer 
Ken Sililo Mubu 
EPS Editor. 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.04.01 
MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ASSISTS IRAQI REFUGEES, APPEALS FOR AID 


The Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) has appealed to the ecumenical 
community to help provide relief assistance to Iraqi refugees who are fleeing 
their country to Iran and Turkey. The majority of the refugees are Kurds. 


In a statement outlining its relief work, the MECC Says ‘human beings should 
be given priority in all political, ethnic, and religious considerations’. 


Responding to earlier appeals by the MECC, several ecumenical agencies have so 
far given the MECC high protein food, medicines, blankets, ‘Matresses and 
tents. Some mobile medical clinics may also be supplied. 


The statement said relief items for the refugees have been flown to Diarbaker 
and Van in southern Turkey. The first consignment arrived in Diarbaker on 10 
April and has been distributed by the MECC Emergency Relief Serrvice and the 
Turkish Red Crescent Society. In Iraq itself, the MECC says it is continuing 
its humanitarian work started at the beginning of the (Persian) Gulf war. 


Meanwhile, a leader of the Uniting Church in Australia (UCA) has appealed to 
the United Nations to halt Iraqi genocide against the Kurds. 


Gregor Henderson, general secretary of the UCA said (5 April) that his church 
was ‘appalled' by the reports coming from northern Iraq, Turkey and Iran 
concerning Iraqi military action against the Kurds. 


"The United Nations must act, and act now', he said. He added that the first 
priority of the UN ‘must be to serve lives of people fleeing from Iraqi wrath; 
the second must be to provide the welfare of the many thousands of refugees, 
and the third must be to provide some international forum to allow for the 
grievances and aspirations of the Kurds to be taken seriously', he said. 


A situation report issued by the Office of the UN Disaster Relief Coordinator 
(UNDRO) says between 300 000 to 400 000 Iraqi Kurds were along the Turkish- 
Iraqi border and thousands more were en route to seek refuge in Turkey, as of 
10 April. 


It says the refugees, who include a large number of women and children, were 
in desperate condition after walking long distances for several days. As a 
result, it says, most of them suffered from extreme exhaustion. The report 
adds that many of the refugees arrived without belongings and lacked 
sufficient clothing. 


In the United States, an ecumenical campaign of relief, reconstruction, and 
peacemaking in the Middle East was launched (22 March) by the Church World 
Service, a relief wing of the (US) National Council of Churches. 


Known as the ‘Olive Branch Campaign’ the programme seeks to raise 1 million US 
dollars to help meet emergency humanitarian needs following the end of the 
(Persian) Gulf war, and hopes to unite Christians across the United States in 
responding to the emergency in the Gulf. 


Speaking during the launch of the campaign, Middle East Council of Churches' 
General Secretary Gabriel Habib said ‘anti-American feelings exist' in the 
Middle East, ‘but Christians and Muslims don't hesitate to express 
appreciation for what the churches have done'. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: TUTU URGES BLACKS TO REVIEW NEED FOR SANCTIONS 


Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu urged anti-apartheid leaders 
(4 March) to review the need for sanctions against South Africa. 


He also appealed for greater efforts to defuse the country's ‘culture of 
violence’ and said that foreign business would not invest in his country while 
blacks continued to kill each other. 


Tutu said that anti-apartheid leaders and clergymen should discuss whether to 
ask governments and organizations to begin lifting curbs imposed since 1975 on 
trade and investment as well as sports, academic and cultural links. 


He said South African blacks, not foreign governments, should decide when 
sanctions should be lifted. 


He said the promise by South African President F.W. de Klerk to repeal basic 
apartheid laws by June and his agreement to free political prisoners and allow 
exiles to return went a long way towards meeting his own conditions for ending 
sanctions. 


Referring to the violence that has claimed 1200 lives since August last year, 
Tutu said that an end to sanctions would have little effect without peace. 


‘We can call for reinvestment until we are blue in our faces', he said. 'If 
the situation on the ground is such as to scare people away, then investment 
will not come. Consequently, it is important that we do something and that 


we do it pretty quickly about the violence.’ 


He added, ‘We ought to be inculcating in our people an attitude that says: Of 
course apartheid has a great deal to answer for, but we cannot forever be 
seeking to use it as an alibi.' 


In a related development, Tutu's office issued a statement (12 April) 
clarifying his earlier statement in which he called on anti-apartheid leaders 
to review the need for sanctions in South Africa. 


The statement said the South African church leader is not calling ‘at this 
time' for an end to sanctions, but would welcome an evaluation of the policy 
by black church and liberation movement leaders. 


Meanwhile, South African English-speaking churches have been challenged to 
‘get their own house in order with regard to their past involvement with 
apartheid’. 


Charles Villa Vicencio, a Methodist professor of religious studies at the 
University of Cape Town says despite their official condemnation of apartheid, 
English-speaking churches ‘have been as guilty as the Afrikaans-speaking Dutch 
Reformed Churches in upholding apartheid, whether by commission or omission by 
failing to oppose it effectively’. 


He alleged that in the late forties and early fifties, the English-speaking 
churches ‘responded with embarrassing ambivalence’ to notorious apartheid laws 
such as the Immorality Act which prohibited marriages between races and the 
Bantu Education Act which created a separate education system for blacks. 
[EPS] 
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NEW ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOP'S CHOICE OF ENTHRONEMENT MUSIC PROMPTS COMMENTS 


New Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey's choice of music for his 
enthronement (19 April) as 103rd leader of the Anglican communion has been 
described as a radical departure from the normally solemn service and is said 
to have astounded some (Anglican) Church of England traditionalists. 


According to a report in the UK-based Sunday Times newspaper (7 April), Carey 
has chosen foot-tapping songs said to be favourites with the growing 
charismatic and evangelical movement within the Anglican church. 


The report says the inclusion of modern songs alongside great classical works 
of religious music has horrified some of the country's leading hymnologists, 
organists and religious commentators. 


Donald Webster, a Fellow of the Royal College of Organists accused Carey of 
abandoning respect for the musical standards and traditions of the church and 
of Canterbury Cathedral, venue of the enthronement ceremonies. 


He said many traditionalists in the church thought the introduction of modern 
music was part of a campaign to dilute other areas of the service, such as the 
act of penitence. 


‘When you have this popular music in the service it lowers the whole tone and 
atmosphere of the ceremony. So much of the idiom of popular music has 
unsavoury associations with drugs, unbridled sex and things of this kind', 
Webster said. 


Lionel Dakers, a former director of the Royal School of Church Music said 
"when there is so much traditional music in a modern vein and this is an 
occasion of great solemnity, it is a pity not to use something that most 
people would recognise from their worship’. 


Last month Carey was embroiled in a row after being linked to a petition 
signed by 77 000 evangelical Christians protesting at the involvement of 
Muslims, Jews, Buddhists, Sikhs and Hindus in the annual Commonwealth day 
observance ceremony. 


Earlier that month, he provoked controversy by denouncing opponents of women 
priests as heretics (EPS 91.03.11). Later he withdrew the word ‘heresy' and 
substituted ‘theological error' when objectors pointed out that his stance, in 
effect, condemned a 2000-year-old tradition and three-fifths of Christendom. 


Meanwhile, Archbishop Carey has said diversity in the church is not ‘a 
nuisance’ for the communion, but a creative characteristic of the communion's 
autonomous churches. 


Addressing a meeting of primates of the Anglican communion (8 April in 
Newcastle/Ireland), Carey said 'we are going to be searching, working from our 
basic commitment to the Christian gospel, learning how we can support one 
another and take back to our provinces a vision of what we are going to do in 
the 90s to grow more vigorously and relate more positively to the world around 
us’. 


Earlier, he spoke against violence between religious factions in Northern 
Ireland and said he shared '‘'the horror of all people as a result of the 
atrocities that have been committed’. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL REPORT SAYS MORE THAN HALF OF WORLD'S REFUGEES ARE CHILDREN 


A report of the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches says over half of the 
world's 15 million refugees are children. 


It says the experiences of refugee children vary greatly, depending on the 
situation in the host country. In the best of cases, the report says, 
children remain with their families and begin to build a new life in their new 
environment. 


"But too often, the scars of violence and flight are very deep, and this means 
pain and uncertainty about the future for many children', says the report. 


It estimates that there are 200 000 ‘child soldiers' in the world, and this is 
in spite of international statements, resolutions and conventions designed to 
protect children in situations of armed conflict. 


The report cites Cambodia where the Cambodian military forcibly recruits boys 
as young as 14 years old. 


In South America, the report says during the period 1987-88, 420 000 children 
were affected by armed conflicts in El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua. 


In Peru, the report says thousands of children have been affected by the war 
between the rebel Shining Path movement and government soldiers. This has 
left nearly 55 000 children orphaned. 


Citing a survey conducted earlier by the International Catholic Child Bureau 
on refugee children, the CICARWS report says refugee children face problems 
relating to lack of a normal childhood, lack of places to play and an absence 
of toys. 


Other problems include lack of role models due to missing parents and siblings 
and limited education. 


However, the report says young people are a source of hope for the future. It 
Says in many cases, children receive education and training which they 
contribute to the re-building of their countries when conditions improve. 


At the international level, the report says awareness about the needs of 
childen is growing. The report cites the declaration of 1979 by the United 
Nations as the International Year of the Child, and the adoption by the United 
Nations ten years later of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


The report concludes that churches are challenged by the many problems 
affecting refugee children. It urges the churches to reassess their actions 
and their programmes to give priority to childen's needs. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.05 
CHINA ACCUSED OF HARASSMENT OF UNDERGROUND CHURCH 
Pax Romana, a confederation of Roman Catholic intellectuals has accused the 
Chinese government of harassing the underground church through imprisonment of 
clergy and lay people. The organization says the harassment is in violation 
of the United Nations declarations on religion and has asked the UN Commission 
on Human Rights to make public statements of concern. [EPS] 
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SWITZERLAND: GOVERNMENT TIGHTENS SCREWS ON ASYLUM SEEKERS 


Fear of a refugee-flood from Eastern Europe has led to a tightening of 
government restrictions on foreigners seeking asylum in Switzerland. And 
churches have been swift to protest. 


According to government sources, the length of stay in Switzerland, as well as 
the family situation, will no longer be taken into account in any decision to 
grant asylum. 


The Catholic conference of bishops and the Protestant Church Union condemned 
the measures saying they would cause ‘numerous personal tragedies’. 


In their letter to the minister of justice, the church leaders said it would 
no longer be possible to find sensible solutions for individual cases. 


The government has, however, popular opinion on its side. A poll conducted to 
assess public opinion on the issue shows that 60 percent of the Swiss 
population says that immigration must stop. They even support military border 
patrols to enforce tough measures. 


Switzerland has Europe's highest percentage of foreigners making up its 
population. Of the 6 million people, 1.2 million are counted as non-Swiss. 
In addition, officials say there are about half-a-million illegal immigrants 
resident in Switzerland. 


Meanwhile, in Austria, the churches there have been campaigning for humane 
treatment and fair chance for ‘aliens’. 


In Vienna, protests were mounted against a police action directed at 22 Kurds 
who had sought refuge in Lutheran churches in the city. 


One of the churches involved asked in an article in its newsletter whether 
people such as the Kurds - persecuted at home - should be sent back. The 
article called on Christians to speak out for the rights of refugees. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.07 
LITHUANIA: LEADER ASKS FOR VATICAN SUPPORT FOR INDEPENDENCE 


Lithuania's President Vytautas Landsbergis has said a clear Vatican stand on 
Moscow's efforts to restore central Soviet authority in his country would 
boost Lithuania's independence bid. 


"It would indeed set a good example and give the Vatican a very important 
role', Landsbergis is reported to have said in an interview with the US-based 
weekly Catholic Review. 


The president added that he was aware of the Pope's open support for Lithuania 
‘but of course, he has done so in sacred language - a language comparable in 
practice to the ways and means of diplomacy’. 


He stated that the (Roman) Catholic Church in Lithuania also supports ‘in a 
very calm manner' his country's bid for freedom, adding that the churches 
Support independence because ‘it constitutes the best possible future for our 
people'. [EPS] 
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USA: NEW STUDY SAYS MOST AMERICANS BELIEVE IN GOD 


A new (CUNY) survey conducted by the Graduate School of the City University of 
New York has found that 9 out of 10 Americans identify with one of many 
denominations, from Presbyterian to Rastafarian. 


The study found that 86.5 percent of Americans, or 214 million people, were 
Christians. Roman Catholics make up the largest group, with 26 percent of the 
nation's population, followed by Baptists, Methodists and Lutherans. Jews are 
less than 2 percent of the population, and Muslims are 0.5 percent. 


Although these broad outlines were known before the survey, Martin Marty, a 
sociologist with the CUNY, said he still considered it ‘astonishing that in a 
high-tech, highly affluent nation, we have 90 percent who identify’ themselves 
as religious. 


Among the surprises the study came across, were that most Americans of Irish 
ancestry are not Catholic, and the researchers speculated that this was 
because many of them are descended from Protestant Northern Ireland. 


It also found that most Asian-Americans and most Arab-Americans’ were 
Christian, rather than Buddhist, Hindu or Muslim. The authors explain that 
Christians from Arab and Asian countries are more likely to emigrate to the 
United States. 


Other findings were that people without a religious affiliation are least 
likely to marry, and that the likelihood of being divorced is generally 
uniform across all religious groups. Roman Catholic, with 7.5 percent 
currently divorced, are slightly lower than other manistream Protestants and 
Jews, with 8.7 percent divorced. The Greek Orthodox have the lowest level of 
divorce (4.4 percent) and the Unitarians the highest (18 Percent). [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.09 
WCC OFFICIAL CALLS FOR CLARITY ON UN SECRETARY GENERAL'S ROLE 


An official of the World Council of Churches has said that the time has come 
to examine the role of the United Nations secretary general, in view of the 
limited role his office played during the recently-ended (Persian) Gulf war. 


Ninan Koshy, director of the WCC's Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs told a group of journalists (20 March) in New York that the UN must 
invest the secretary general's office with some flexibility or risk an office 
that has little power to pursue peace aggressively. 


He said the permanent Security Council members - the United States, Soviet 
Union, China, France and the United Kingdom - expect the secretary general to 
be an agent for maintaining the status quo. But others, he said, expect the 


secretary general to be ‘a promoter of change, human rights, peace and 
justice’. 


If the secretary general is viewed as primarily an arm of the Security 
Council, Koshy predicted, ‘then these expectations of the people of the world 
will never be realized'. | 


What degree of flexibility to grant the secretary general ‘is the discussion 
that needs to take place', Koshy said. [EPS] 
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VATICAN: POPE'S EASTER MESSAGE ASSAILS (PERSIAN) GULF WAR 


Pope John Paul II has described the recently-ended (Persian) Gulf war as a 
"darkness' that has ‘cast a shadow over the whole human community’. 


Addressing tens of thousands of people who turned up in St Peter's square to 
hear him deliver his traditional Easter message, and millions of others (31 
March) who watched him on tv in 53 countries, the Pope said ‘a choice was made 
of aggression and the violation of international law, when it was presumed to 
solve the tensions between the people by war, the sower of death’. 


He appealed on behalf of ‘oppressed peoples', and singled out Palestinians, 
Lebanese and Kurds as belonging to that group. 


‘Lend an ear, humanity of our time', he said, speaking in Italian, ‘to the 
long-ignored aspiration of oppressed peoples, such as the Palestinians, the 
Lebanese, the Kurds, who claim the right to exist with dignity, justice and 
freedom - legitimate requests repeated in vain for years’. 


He also said the Baltic republics in the Soviet Union had yet to satisfy their 
"yearning for respect for their own identity and their own history’. 


He declared that not enough has been done to deal with famine in Sudan and 
Ethiopia or to end civil wars in Angola, Mozambique, Liberia and Somalia. He 
lamented the absence of democracy in Latin America, Africa and Asia. 


‘I address myself to you, the leaders of nations, in this difficult hour of 
history’, he said. ‘Listen to the voice of the poor. Only upon an 
international order in which law and freedom are indivisible for all can the 
society we all hope for be founded’, he said. 


EPS 91.04.11 
ISRAEL: CHURCH LEADERS CALL FOR SPEEDY SOLUTION TO MIDDLE EAST CRISIS 


Nine Christian leaders in Israel have appealed to the international community 
to help find a speedy solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


In an Easter message released through the Middle East Council of Churches (23 
March), patriarchs and heads of churches in Israel expressed the hope that the 
end of the war in the (Persian) Gulf will enable the international community 
to find a solution to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 


The leaders said that for the duration of the war the Occupied Territories 
were subjected to harsh curfew restrictions, causing considerable economic 
stress and human hardship. As a result, they said, the people of the West 
Bank and Gaza are now in dire need of international financial support. 


The statement was signed by Diodoros I, Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, 
Michael Sabbah, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Torkom Manoukian, Armenian 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, and Cechitelli, Custos of the Holy Land. 


Other signatories were, Basilios, Coptic Orthodox Archbishop of Jerusalem, 
Dionysios Jijjawi, Syrian Archbishop of Jeruslem, Samir Kafity, Anglican 
Bishop in Jerusalem and Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church in the Middle 
East, Lutfi Lahan, Greek-Catholic Patriarchal Vicar, and Naim Nasser, Lutheran 
Bishop of Jerusalem. [EPS] 
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BULGARIA: PRIVATE COMMISSION TO REVIEW POPE SHOOTING 


The Bulgarian government has agreed to open secret police files to a private 
commission investigating the 1981 attempt to assassinate Pope John Paul II. 


President Zhelyu Zhelev of Bulgaria said the commission would be allowed to 
review ‘all available evidence’ in an effort to determine whether the Soviet 
bloc was involved in the crime through a so-called ‘Bulgarian connection’. 


The commission is being organized by the Center for Democracy, a privately 
financed research group in Washington, USA. 


President Zhelev said (EPS 90.11.21) his ‘highly hypothetical’ theory is that 
any Bulgarian role ‘might have been directed from another country', a 
reference to the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.13 

NEW ZEALAND: GAY CONFERENCE FOR CHURCHES PROPOSED 

‘Gays and the church - towards mutual enrichment', is the title of a 
conference to be held in Auckland in June. The conference will bring together 
Christians interested in justice and support for gay men and lesbians within 
the churches. According to the organizing committee which comprises a 
Presbyterian minister, a Roman Catholic priest, and an Anglican, there has 
been no criticism to the conference from the churches. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.14 

SOUTH AFRICA: POLICE SHOOTING ON PROTESTERS KILLS ONE MAN 

At least one person was killed and several injured when police in the homeland 
of Bophuthatswana opened fire on 6000 protesters (21 March). The march was 
organized by churches to protest government refusal to renew a residence 
permit for a foreign wife of an exiled local chief who is opposed to the 
homeland system for blacks created under the South African system of racial 
separation. Roman Catholic Bishop Kevin Dowling of Rustenburg, who was one of 
the protesters, said the shooting ‘was completely unprovoked violence on 
unarmed people walking down the road'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.15 
SOUTH AFRICA: RC BISHOPS PROTEST RETURN OF DEATH PENALTY 
The Southern African Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference expressed (4 March) 
‘deep dismay' at a government decision to break its 15-month moratorium on 


carrying out judicial executions. The bishops were reacting to government 
plans to hang a 24-year-old mentally retarded man who was convicted in 1989 of 
murdering a child and its mother. His lawyers said after gaining a stay of 


execution that the man's psychological state is such that in most countries he 
would have been kept in a mental institution. The bishops appealed to 
President F.W. de Klerk to stop all executions until a new constitution is in 
place. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.16 
KENYA: BAPTIST MISSIONARY KILLED BY HIGHWAY ROBBERS 
A Southern Baptist missionary Lynda Bethea, 42, was killed and her husband 
Ralph, 43, injured (27 March) when they were attacked by robbers on a Kenyan 
highway. The couple had stopped to assist a man sprawled across a rural 
road. Three other men emerged from the bush and attacked the couple before 
taking off with their money. [EPS] 
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KOREA: STUDY OF RELIGIONS COMMENCES 

North Korean's Kim Il Sung University has started offering classes which 
explore a variety of religions. A class on Christianity is being taught by 
Dong Hong, a Presbyterian minister and professor at Carey University's 
Institute of Korean Studies in California/USA. Most of the students in the 
Christianity class are, however, other faculty members at the university or 
government officials. According to Britannica World Data, Christians make up 
0.9 percent of the North Korean population of 23 million. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.18 
PREACHER AT HEAD OF CAMPAIGN FOR RETURN OF ABORIGINAL ARTEFACTS 
An Australian preacher, John Smith, is spearheading a campaign to convince 
British authorities to return Aboriginal artefacts held in Britain. iis 
scientific curiosity more important than the dignity of man', he asked at a 
British parliamentary hearing on the matter (18 March). [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.19 
ETHIOPIAN EVANGELIST KILLED 
Worldwide Photos, an Australian-based religious news service reports that an 
Ethiopian evangelist, Nana Shaga, has been killed by unkown people in the Omo 
River valley of southwest Ethiopia. Nana is reported to have been stabbed to 
death while working among the Bunna people of Alduba. The report described 
Nana as ‘the great Ethiopian evangelist who took the gospel to many tribes and 
hundreds of villages and led many souls to Christ. He walked great distances, 
climbed mountains, survived sickness, suffered hunger and thirst, endured the 
awful heat of the valleys, and experienced beatings and imprisonment while 
taking the gospel to lost people'. [EPS] 

EPS 91.04.20 
PROGRAMME TO COMBAT RACISM WINS AWARD 
The World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) has been 
awarded the Dr Ambedkar Centenary International Award by the Dalit Open 
University of India. The award has been given in recognition of PCR's work in 
building egalitarian communities and for its help in Dalit liberation, 
according to a telex from the university (11 March). Dr Ambedkar was a leader 
of the Dalits or ‘Scheduled Castes'. Under India's caste system, traditional 
among Hindus, people who become Christians lose certain government-guaranteed 
rights and privileges. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.21 
THAILAND: ISLAMIC RESURGENCE IN ASIA TO BE DISCUSSED 
The impact and implications of contemporary Islamic resurgence in Asia will be 
the topic of a regional consultation to be held in Bangkok, Thailand (10-16 
June). The consultation is to be co-sponsored by the Geneva-based Lutheran 
World Federation and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.22 
INDONESIA: SOCIETY USES COMICS TO DRAW INTEREST IN THE BIBLE 
The Indonesian Bible Society is using Bible comics as a way to interest people 
in the Bible. Nine titles in the Indonesian language have so far been 
produced. According to M.A. Supardan of the IBS, people like comics because 
they are cheaper and contain interesting stories. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.23 
SOUTH AFRICA: LUTHERANS CRITICIZE LAND REFORM PLANS 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA) has_ strongly 
criticized the South African government's proposed land reforms because blacks 
will not be fully compensated 'for the injustices done in the past'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.04.24 

USA: CHURCH LEADERS CALL FOR RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE IN POST-WAR GULF 

A group of 12 American church leaders urged President George Bush (7 March) to 
help end religious intolerance in Saudi Arabia and other Middle East countries 
following the end of the (Persian) Gulf war. Richard Land of the Southern 
Baptist Christian Life Commission who was in the delegation told Bush ‘a good 
starting point would be greater freedom of religion for foreign employees who 
are working in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.25 
FOLLOW-UP TO BASEL EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL ASSEMBLY ENDORSED 
A Joint Committee meeting of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the 
Council of European Bishops' Conferences (CEBC) has agreed to hold a second 
assembly as a follow-up to the 1989 Basel European Ecumenical Assembly. The 
meeting agreed that the assembly be held during this last decade of the 
century. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.26 
VIETNAM: GOVERNMENT EASES SEMINARY LIMITS 
The Vietnamese government has eased restrictions on the intake of students to 
seminaries. The weekly Catholic and the Nation reports that the government 
has allowed a (Roman) Catholic-run St Josephs Seminary based in Ho Chi Minh 
City to recruit new students every three years instead of every six years and 
to increase its intake to 50 students. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.27 

LESOTHO: POLICE RAID CHURCH ORGANIZATION BUILDINGS 

Nine Lesotho police officers raided the Maseru offices of the church 
organization, Transformation Resource Centre, and confiscated media 
materials. The TRC is an ecumenical resource centre serving grassroots groups 
that are working for justice, peace and participatory development. Earlier, 
the TRC had published details on the death of a teenager who had been shot by 
police. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.28 

VATICAN: POPE LINKS MEDIA AND HUMANITY 

Pope John Paul II has stressed the link between media and humanity by 
declaring 'The Communications Media and the Unity and Progress of the Human 
Family' as the theme for World Communication Day which falls on 12 May. The 
Vatican's Pontifical Council for Social Communication president John Foley 
said 'the media have the capacity to bring people together and to help them in 
their development and in their common search for peace and understanding’. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.04.29 

INDIA: DISCRIMINATION AGAINST CHRISTIANS CONDEMNED 

The national executive committee of the Christian Community Welfare Council of 
India condemned (16 February) the firing from employment of a forest officer 
who had converted to Christianity. Vincent Bower of the CCWCI blamed lack of 
unity among Christians for the firing. ‘Unless we stand unitedly, such 
victimisations will continue', he said. About 2.4 percent of India's 840 
million people are counted as Christian. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.30 
JAMAICA: PLANS UNDERWAY FOR CONGRESS ON EVANGELIZATION 
Plans are underway for the third congress on Evangelization of the Caribbean 
(CONECAR) to be held in Santo Domingo, the Dominican Republic (20-27 July). 
Theme of the meeting is 'Examining our History; Charting our Future’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.04.31 

USA: CHRISTIAN LESBIANS FORM GROUP FOR 'EMPOWERMENT' 

A group of 113 Protestant and (Roman) Catholic lesbians from across the United 
States and Europe who have openly declared their sexual orientation have 
joined to, form Christian Lesbians Out Together (CLOUT). The primary purpose 
of the organization, according to a press release issued by CLOUT, ‘is to 
empower lesbian Christian women and to challenge the churches to which they 
belong'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.32 
SWITZERLAND: ‘REBEL' ARCHBISHOP DIES 
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, 85, whose defiance of Pope John Paul II caused the 
first schism in the (Roman) Catholic Church since 1870, died (25 March) from 
cancer. Lefebvre was excommunicated in June 1988 for consecrating four 
bishops to help carry on his battle to return to a Latin Mass and preserve 
other practices rejected by Vatican reformers. He leaves behind an estimated 
100 000 followers and 300 priests in his order, the Fraternity of St Pius X. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.04.33 
BRAZIL: SURVEY REVEALS SUPPORT FOR MARRIED RC PRIESTS, WOMEN ORDINATION 
In a survey conducted in 15 of Brazil's 26 states, 78 percent of those polled 
believe that (Roman) Catholic priests should be allowed to marry and 69 
percent agree that women should be ordained as priests within the Church. The 
survey was conducted by Rumbos, an association that groups together some 4000 
former (Roman) Catholic priests who are now married. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.34 
CUBA: UBS REPORTS '‘UNPRECEDENTED' ACCESS IN PROVIDING BIBLES 
Representatives from the United Bible Societies (UBS) have reported that they 
are ‘gaining unprecedented access' in providing Bibles to Cubans. They added 
that the Cuban government has given them permission to provide 51 000 Bibles, 
20 000 New Testaments, 300 000 Bible ‘portions’ and 1 million Bible 
‘selections.' [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.35 
ECUADOR: RC-GOVERNMENT IN HEALTH PACT 
Roman Catholic bishops and the ministry of health in Ecuador have launched a 
joint programme aimed at improving child health care. The programme which 
will run for three years will provide anti-parasitic medicines to some 250 000 
children in the country's public school system. The campaign will also cater 
for 600 000 children who suffer from chronic malnutrition. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.36 

‘OLD BELIEVERS' BECOMING EXTINCT IN RUSSIA AND THE WEST? 

The Old Believers, an isolated traditionalist branch of Russian Orthodoxy, 
have survived 60 years of religious repression in the USSR, but they are 
losing much of their distinctiveness - both in the Soviet Union and in the 
West, according to the journal ‘Religion in Communist Lands’. The Old 
Believers broke with the Russian Orthodox Church over liturgical changes in 
the latter body and church-state ties, and have been one of the few groups 
that have preserved traditional Russian culture. Studies show that while the 
Soviet Union has given the Old Believers new freedoms, the years of repression 
have driven away many young people. Apart from the Soviet Union, the Old 
Believers are also said to have settled in Australia, South America and the 
US. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.04.37 

ZAIRE: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CHIDE GOVERNMENT OVER DELAYS TO DEMOCRATIZE 
Zaire's one-party government is backsliding on promised democratic reforms and 
has brought the population to ‘indescribable misery', according to a statement 
issued (10 March) by Roman Catholic bishops. The statement said people 
advocating democracy are 'the object of crude jokes and are persecuted’. rit. 
added that the economic situation is marked by low salaries, high unemployment 
and the ‘infernal spiral of galloping inflation'. Zaire has been ruled since 
1965 by Mobutu Sese Seko aS a one-party state. Catholics represent 52 
percent of Zaire's 33.5 million population. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.38 

VATICAN: CARDINAL SAYS PILL 'ENSLAVES' WOMEN 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of the Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine 
of the Faith said (4 March) that abortion, the pill and other forms of 
contraception had not liberated women but enslaved them. Ratzinger said as 
many as 40 million abortions were performed each year. He rejected stands by 
some Catholic politicians who say they oppose abortion personally but must 
enforce laws that allow it. ‘Very often so-called feminism', he said, ‘far 
from liberating woman, instead helps to enslave her.' [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.39 

USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL LEADERS CONDEMN IRAQI REPRESSION OF CIVILIANS 

The (US) National Council of Churches expressed concern (4 April) at the 
plight of thousands of civilians in Iraq following government suppression of 
the Kurdish uprising. In a letter to James Baker, US secretary of state, Joan 
Campbell, NCC general secretary and Lani Havens, NCC director of Church World 
Service and Witness, said they were '‘'‘appalled' by the '‘'senseless' loss of 
human life and urged the US government to ensure that aid reaches those who 
have been affected by the crisis. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.40 

ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR VICTIMS OF PAKISTANI-AFGHAN EARTHQUAKE LAUNCHED 

An ecumenical appeal for assistance to victims of an earthquake which struck 
border regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan (1 February) has been launched by 
the World Council of Churches' Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS). The appeal for US 60 000 dollars is to assist 
victims to rebuild homes destroyed in the quake and to provide blankets, warm 
clothing and food. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.41 
WEST BANK CLERGY SAY (PERSIAN) GULF WAR HARMED INTERFAITH RELATIONS 
Christian leaders in the West Bank say the recently ended (Persian) Gulf war 
could harm interfaith relations in their region as well as in the West. A 
letter issued last month by seven church leaders in the mostly Christian town 
of Ramallah said war will affect negatively what ‘we endeavoured to build 
through centuries between the East and the West'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.42 

GENEVA: UN COMMISSION TOLD OF RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN EASTERN EUROPE 
Religious discrimination still exists in Eastern Europe even after political 
change, according to a statement from several organizations presented to the 
UN Commission on Human Rights meeting in Geneva last month. The statement 
said that anti-Semitism is on the rise in Poland and the Soviet Union in 
particular. A representative of the World Jewish Congress told the Commission 
that the anti-Jewish Pamyat movement in the Soviet Union caused concern. He 
said despite the new law on religion, hatred and racism in the USSR has once 
again increased. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.04.43 

LESOTHO: CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS CHALLENGED TO PROVIDE FUTURE DIRECTION 

A meeting of Christian communicators and trainers from seven south-eastern 
African countries (in Maseru, 23-28 March) was challenged to provide future 
directions for Christian communication in Africa. Ramolulela Taole, chairman 
of the Fellowship of Christian Councils in East and Southern Africa, called on 
the participants to help find answers and ‘drag us with you’. The meeting 
which was sponsored by CICARWS, Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches was organized to 
consider communication resources and needs of the region and to formulate 
Strategies of maximizing, improving and coordinating communication and 
training. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.44 
ENGLAND : STATEMENT ON INTERFAITH RELATIONS ENDORSED 
All 66 organizations affiliated to the Inter-Faith Network of the United 
Kingdom have endorsed a statement on inter-religious relations in Britian. It 
is the first document of its kind to be produced after agreement 
‘line-by-line, word-by-word' among representatives of a cross-section of 
religious belief in Britain. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.45 
INDIA: CATHOLIC BODY LEADERS EXPRESS CONCERN AT PLIGHT OF DALITS 
Leaders of the All India Catholic Union have expressed concern over the plight 


of ‘Scheduled Caste' Christians. Visiting the state of Tamil Nadu, two 
officials of the AICU expressed ‘anguish' at an 8-foot wall dividing the 
cemeteries of high and low caste Christians in the town of Senkulam. They 


noted that even in death Christians are separated from one another. Under 
Indian law, Hindus who become Christians lose certain government-guaranteed 
rights and privileges. About half of the approximately 16 million Christians 
in India (about 2.4 percent of the total Indian population of 830 million) are 
of scheduled caste origin. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.46 
INDONESIA: MOB DESTROYS CHURCH 
A mob of 400 Indonesian villagers attacked and destroyed (10 March) the 


meeting place of a small Baptist congregation in the capital Jakarta. The 
attackers used sledgehammers and other weapons to break through the tile roof 
and batter down walls before a scheduled service. About 9.6 percent of 


Indonesia's 177 million people are counted as Christian. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.47 
KENYA: BISHOP CALLS FOR DEMOCRACY, RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
Outspoken Bishop Henry Okullu of the (Anglican) Church of the Province of 
Kenya has called for the abolition of the one-party sytem of government and 
the introduction of multi-party politics in Kenya. Okullu also called for 
the release of all political prisoners and restoration of human rights. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.48 
ECUMENICAL APPEAL ON ALBANIA LAUNCHED 
A total of US 100 000 dollars has been requested in an appeal by the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the 
World Council of Churches to provide relief and other aid to those affected by 
recent distrubances in Albania. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.49 
ENGLAND: CHURCH ATTENDANCE DECLINING? 
A survey carried out by Missions Advanced Research and Communications Centre 
Says that church attendance in England shows a continuing decline. It noted 
that the avarage age for churchgoers was over 60 and that 250 000 fewer adults 
will attend churches in the next decade. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.04.50 

ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR MALAWI FLOOD VICTIMS LAUNCHED 

The Commission on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World 
Counicl of Churches has sent out an appeal to ecumenical partners for 
financial assistance amounting to US 147 500 dollars to assist victims of 
flash floods which swept some areas of Malawi (10 March). Preliminary 
assessments indicated 1000 people died and 100 000 others were affected by the 
floods. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.51 
SOVIET UNION: EASTER WEEK CELEBRATIONS BROADCAST ON TV, RADIO 
An Easter celebration of the Russian Orthodox Church was broadcast on state 
radio and television (6-7 April). Led by Alexy II, the celebrations were 
attended by high-ranking government officials including V. Pavlov, Prime 
Minister of the USSR, and Bris Yeltsin, chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the 
Russian Federation, the largest USSR republic. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.52 
DENMARK: NEW ECUMENICAL COUNCIL PROPOSED 

The Inter-church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Denmark has 
approved a proposal to set up a Council of Danish Churches in which all church 
denominations in Denamrk may participate. An ecumenical council already 
exists in Denmark and draws membership not only from churches but also from 
church-related organizations. The ELCD now says it prefers membership in an 
ecumenical grouping of churches only _ which excludes church-related 
organizations. The Ecumenical Council of Denmark is expected to make a 
decision on the ELCD proposal later this year. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.53 
DENMARK: CHURCHES TO BE EXEMPTED FROM TAX ON INHERITANCE 
The Danish parliament has resolved that humanitarian and church organizations 
will from now on be exempted from paying inheritance tax. According to 
estimates, the exemption will make available to affected organizations about 8 
million Danish kroner per year. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.54 

USA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS CALL FOR WORKPLACE FAIRNESS 

Religious leaders from across the United States called (20 March) for support 
for the rights of America's workers to organize, engage in collective 
bargaining, and to strike without threat of reprisals. In a statement the 
leaders said there have been historic ties between religion and labour. They 
noted that while in recent years ‘religion and labour too often have worked in 
isolation from one another toward the achievement of common goals...the time 
has come for a new partnership’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.55 

USA: NORIEGA GETS BORN AGAIN AS CHRISTIAN 

The weekly Florida Baptist Witness reports that former Panamanian leader, 
Antonio Manuel Noriega who is currently in a US_ state prison on 
drug-trafficking charges has declared himself a born-again Christian. ‘I 
received Jesus Christ as my saviour the 15th May of 1990 at 11 A.M.’', Noriega 
is reported to have written in one of several letters about his conversion 
that were quoted by the publication. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.03.56 
PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


Frantisek TomaSek, archbishop of Prague and Primate of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Czechoslovakia, has retired at the age of 81, according to a 
statement from the Vatican (27 March). He will be replaced by Miloslav 
Vik. Gunnleik Seierstad ex-general secretary of the Norwegian Santal 
Mission becomes (1 September) head of the United Bible Societies for Europe 
and the Middle East. 


Greek-Catholic (Ukrainian Catholic) bishop of the diocese of Przemysl (in 
Ukranian Peremyshl/Poland), Ivan Maryniak, was enthroned (13 April). The 
post had been vacant since 1946. Jose B. Fuliga of the Philippines is the 
new Overseas Research Fellow of the Christian Missionary Society. He will be 
based in London. 


Dag Stange, 43, ex-information officer, Royal Norwegian Ministry of Church, 
Education and Science, succeeded givina G@stang, 41, as head of the Church of 
Norway Information Service . Roy Jenkins is to be president of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain for 1991-92. 


Cardinal Myroslav Lubachivsky, head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
returned to Lvov, capital of West Ukraine, from Rome (30 March). The 
76-year-old leader of Ukrainian Eastern-rite Catholicism had been in exile for 
52 years. 


Former Roman Catholic priest Augustus Stallings, Jr, who was excommunicated 
by the Catholic Archbishop of Washington/USA after founding a breakaway 
African-American congregation last year, has announced his plans to get 
married later this month. 


The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches of California/USA 
which ministers mainly to gay and lesbian Christians, has appointed Kittredge 
Cherry as its Field Director of Ecumencial Witness and Ministry. John 
Erickson is the new general secretary of the United Bible Societies, 
Reading/England. 


The United Church of Canada has announced the death of Kathleen Ptolemy (13 
March). A long time worker in the refugee section of the ACC, Ptolemy was 
diagnosed as having lung cancer three weeks before her death. Jean Goss, 
honorary co-president of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation, died 
(3 April) in Paris. He was 79. Philip A.Johnson, 75 died in New York (6 
January) of leukaemia. He was former general secretary of the World 
Association for Christian Communication. 


James Darcy Freeman, former archbishop of Sydney (1971-83) died in 
Australia. He was 83. 


Colombian Roman Catholic Archbishop Alberto Giraldo Jaramillo was kidnapped 
(19 March) by guerrillas fighting the Colombian government. Jaramillo, who 
was released several hours later, had been trying to mediate between the 
government and rebels. 


Zong Huaide, a Chinese priest who was imprisoned for 27 years by Chinese 
authorities, has become bishop and head of all government-authorized Catholic 
bodies in China - The Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, The Chinese 
Catholic Bishops' College, and the Chinese Catholic Church Administrative 


Council. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.04.57 
ECUTEXT: Message from Children to the WCC Seventh Assembly 


[This is an edited text of a message by Australian children to the seventh 
assembly of the World Council of Churches, Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
Febaruary. ] 


WE THINK OUR CHURCHES ARE IMPORTANT 

We know we are a part of the church 

when we can worship, and use prayers, songs, Bible readings and sermons 
we can understand! 

When we grow in relationships with God and each other, 

When we find friends in the church, 

when we are welcome to receive Holy Communion, 

and participate in the blessings! 


We have talked about important things the church can do; 

to help children, women and men to work together, 

to help us understand and respect people of other cultures, 

to show us that God's love is for all people, 

to be one even though there are differences, 

to stand for what is right, 

to work for peace and a better environment. 

We ask you to encourage and support the children in your churches, to consult 
them, and to listen to what they say to you. 


WE THINK CHILDREN ARE IMPORTANT 

We know that children like 

to play and laugh and sing, 

to learn and to make things, 

to live in families where people care for each other. 


But children also suffer 

when they are hungry, 

when the places where they live are polluted or destroyed, 
when they can not get medicines, 

when they are hurt in wars, 

and when adults abuse them. 


WE THINK ADULTS AND CHILDREN SHOULD SHARE MORE THINGS TOGETHER ESPECIALLY IN 
OUR CHURCHES: 


We hope that you will make some new discoveries about children. 
We invite you to join with us in words of hope and promise 
to show that you and we together are the church. 
Can all of us say these words after me: 
Together we can love God. 
Together we can love God's people of all races and cultures. 
Together we can build a better world. 
Together we can become the church. 


When you tell the story of this Assembly, 
tell the children in your churches 

that we were a part of it 

and take this message to them. 


When you plan for new life in your church, 
invite your children to share with you 

so that all of us together 

can be the church today. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.04.58 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Letter to UN Secretary General 


[The following letter was sent (4 April) to Javier Pérez de Cuellar, Secretary 
General of the United Nations by Emilio Castro, Milan Opocensky, Jean Fischer, 
and Gunnar Staalsett, general secretaries of, respectively, the World Council 
of Churches, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Conference of European 
Churches, and the Lutheran World Federation. ] 


We are deeply troubled by reports of the indiscriminate killing of civilians 
at the hands of the Iraqi military in the Kurdish region of that country. We 
encourage you to take immediate action to investigate these reports. 


We ask you to give serious consideration to sending a United Nations 
monitoring and peace-keeping force to the area in which the massacres are 
reported to be taking place in order to provide guaranteed protection to the 
civilian population. 


We are also concerned about the large number of people, many children and 
elderly among them, who are presently fleeing into the countryside and seeking 
refuge in neighbouring countries. Reports indicate that there is no adequate 
provision for their most basic needs. With utmost urgency we appeal to the 
United Nations to provide a mechanism for a coordinated response to the 
suffering of the civilian population. 


Be assured that we support your efforts. Our member churches around the 
world stand ready to respond to requests to assist in the humanitarian care of 
civilians from the Kurdish and other regions of Iraq during this time of 
crisis. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.59 
ECUVIEW: Iran, Christianity, and the Need for Context 


[This slightly edited item appeared in March in News Network International. 
The writer's name was withheld by NNI at his request. ] 


Certain Christian mission bulletins are decrying an ‘Islamic Inquisition' 
against the small Christian population within Iran. Devoid of context, such 
Iran bashing runs the risk of making the situation worse for all of Iran's 
Christian groups. 


The immediate cause for genuine concern stems from the death of Hossein 
Soodmand, an Assemblies of God evangelist in the north-eastern Iranian city of 
Mashad. A convert from Islam, Soodmand was ‘hanged' last 3 December, after 
24 years of Christian ministry. 


Soodmand's death appears to have occurred amidst generally increased 
governmental attention to Christian activity in Iran. Manifestations include 
the closures of the Iranian Bible Society, ‘prayer halls', and some Christian 
bookstores. 


Yet banner headlines decrying a ‘new wave of persecution’ that is attempting 
to ‘crush Christians in Iran' are sorely overdrawn and beg many important 
contextual questions. To begin with, some reports plausibly speculate that 
the apparent crackdown may be ‘especially aimed at believers who are former 
Muslims’ in order to ‘head off increasing response to the gospel’. [over] 


iran and christianity/2 


This distinction among types of Christians is important, though easily lost. 
Though Iranian Christians make up, at most, one percent of Iran's 50 million 
people, the vast majority of these Christians are from ethnic Armenian and 
Assyrian communities that are historically associated with Christianity. 
Unlike the hapless adherents to the heterodox Baha'i faith, these Christians 
have fared relatively well under the Islamic Republic, thus continuing the 
Persian and Shia cultural tolerance and esteem for the Christian faith. Yet 
even Armenian and Assyrian churches may also be facing increased interference, 
though some sources suggest this may be primarily a problem for congregations 
attracting former Muslims. 


Another important contextual question involves the precise origin of increased 
governmental attention to Christian activity. Unlike the ‘top  down' 
repression apparatus during» the Shah of Iran's rule, social regulation in 
revolutionary Iran has tended to be controlled by local ‘Komitehs' and Islamic 
‘guidance’ officials. Indeed, the increased scrutiny of Christians may be 
most pronounced in local cities, like Mashad, where Islamic activism and 
sensitivities are most acute. 


Questions of discretion versus valour are also involved in evaluating the 


present situation. Muslim conversion to Christianity is punishable by death 
under all five schools of historic Islamic law. ‘Apostasy’ is thus an 
extremely sensitive issue in nearly all Islamic’ countries. ‘Islamic 


Modernists' arguments that the Koran commands ‘no compulsion in religion' are 
as yet a minority view, though they are expressed even by key Iranian scholars 
and leaders. 


Finally, even if a crackdown on Christian activity is widespread in Iran, the 
over-all trends toward a more relaxed atmosphere in Iran are unmistakable. 
Iran's new President Akbar Rafsanjani and Spiritual Leader Ali Khamenei have 
made remarkable changes in Iran since Ayatollah Khomeini's death. In foreign 
policy, Iran's moderation was dramatically demonstrated with the squelching of 
hard-line voices calling for support for Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein. 
Pragmatic adjustments are also clear in economic and social policies. Still, 
inflammatory religious issues like apostasy are most likely left to the will 
of the demands of hard-line clerics. 


Of course, Iranian exile groups, particularly the radical Mujahedin-e Khalq 
(until recently based in Baghdad), will disingenuously continue to paint the 
most oppressive picture possible of life within Iran. Such political 
movements can be expected to shriek at the pending normalization of relations 
between Iran and the United States. 


Yet the difficult questions surrounding Soodmand's fate should not be a sole 
bar to improved relations between the US and Iran. If they were, the US 
ought then to cut ties with most Islamic countries, beginning with Saudi 
Arabia. 


On the other hand, Americans cannot be counselled to ignore the issues of 
religious freedom. Indeed, respectfully presented international concern 
might help prod more pragmatic Iranian leaders to scrutinize even religious 
policies. As for creative ideas for international churches, the Mennonites 
recently received permission to support health clinics in earthquake 
devastated regions of Iran - an excellent model. Absent respectful efforts 
to understand Islamic sensitivities, shrill bombast - especially from 
Americans - will only close doors. [EPS] 


coves Lt it 


ox 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22) NM Fax: (41-22) 798 1346 Telex: 415 730 OIK CH 
791 6515 


BIBLIOTHEQUE 
“if Conseil] Oecuménique des Eglisea 
150, route de Ferney 


1211 GENEVE 2 


FOR THE PERIOD 21-30 APRIL 1991 


Northern Ireland: Anglican leaders on violence, evangelism, debt 
South Africa round-up 
Britain: survey reveals frustration among Catholic women 


Malta: seminar discusses Christian, Muslim perspectives and practices 


USA: Hebrew, Christian leaders discuss (Persian) Gulf war aftermath 


USSR:: believers question rising death toll of Christian activists 


Council of Christians and Jews criticises WCC Assembly stand on Israel 


Vatican: pope sends message to Muslims, calls for joint peace effort 
New Archbishop of Canterbury enthroned 
India: Christian activists to unite 


Bolivia: church leaders condemn militarization of ‘drug war' 
Peru: RC bishops call for more spending on health 
Australia: Anglican bishop decries ‘new world order' 
Pakistan: Christians 'need' parliamentary seats 

Kuwait: Gulf war provides 'door of opportunity' 


India: ecumenical council calls for redefinition of mission 
Pakistan: Roman Catholic youth demand more rights 

Lesotho: church hospitals face financial crisis 

India: YMCA trains young boxers 

Missionary says Libyan government suppresses Christianity 


Japan: National Christian Council holds assembly 

Zimbabwe: president urges church to fully provide spiritual needs 
Ecumenical appeal for the West Bank launched 

South Africa: Lutheran churches close to unity 

South Africa: church accuses state of terrorism 


ECUTEXT: Castro of WCC sends Message to Armenian Churches 


ECUVIEW: ‘Theology' of Alcohol 
Reflections on the Kurdish Situation 
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The following new books are available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, CH-1211 
Geneva 2; 


‘Through Aboriginal Eyes’ by Anne Patel-Grey 
Price: SFr 15-, US$ 11.90 and 5.95 UK pounds 


‘Assembly Worship Book’ 
Price: SFr 17.50, US$12.90 and 6.95 UK pounds 


Available from the Africa Desk of WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2, is 
a booklet of information for Church workers in Africa entitled ‘DIAKONIA: 
Towards Christian Service For Our Time’. 


The new WCC Central Committee meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings. 


3-4 July Executive Committee 

5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 

17-19 September Executive Committee 

20-27 September Central Committee 


In EPS 91.03.56 Frantisek Tomasek's age should read 91 and not 81. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2; 

situation report (#7, 16 April) on Middle East conflict 

situation report (#1, 18 April) on Spiritual and material assistance for 
Bulgaria 

Situation report (#1, 15 April) on earthquake and reconstruction in Peru 


In EPS 91.04.08, third paragraph, please read '... Martin Marty, a 
sociologist with the University of Chicago, ...'. 
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NORTHERN IRELAND: WORLD ANGLICAN LEADERS “ON VIOLENCE, EVANGELISM, DEBT 


A week-long meeting of the Primates of the Anglican Communion ended (13 April 
in Newcastle/Northern Ireland) with a statement addressing a wide range of 
issues including evangelism, Ireland, Middle East, Southern Africa, the 
international debt, and human sexuality. 


The primates, who represented 28 autonomous provinces in 164 countries, 
expressed joy at the Communion's commitment to a 1988 Lambeth Conference call 
for the Decade of Evangelization and reaffirmed their determination to give 
priority to evangelism in the leadership ‘of our churches' 


On Northern Ireland, the primates said that Anglicanism represented both 
traditions of Catholicism and Reformed, and noted that in a community where 
tradition and where, wrongly, a conflict: situation is described in religious 
terms alone, a role exists for all traditions 'to play in responding to the 
will and purpose of God’. 


The statement expressed 'deep compassion’ for those on both sides ‘who have 
suffered terribly from acts of violence', and pleaded with ‘those who 
perpetuate violence’ to recognize that violence breeds violence. It added, 
‘justice will not be achieved by tterror' and rejected ‘any attempt to 
associate terrorist methods with the name of Christ and his Church’. 


Noting that aggression was often the result of a deep-rooted sense of 
insecurity, the statement said peace can only come when each side is prepared 
to guarantee the security and identity of the other. 


On the Middle East, the statement expressed ‘'gratitude' for both the end of 
the war and the restoration of Kuwait, but voiced 'sadness' at the enormous 
loss and the continuing conflicts. 


The primates ‘condemned' the environmental degradation caused by pollution of 
water, soil and air as a result of the war and said it will have incalculable 
consequences for the future. 


The statement appealed to the international community to recognise and respond 
to the ‘tragic' suffering of displaced peoples including Kurdish refugees and 
Palestinians in the Occupied Territories who are ‘suffering inhuman 
containment, curfew, and the continued denial of human rights' 


On Southern Africa, the primates welcomed the new changes which include the 
independence of Namibia, the potential for multi-party democracy, and in 
particular, the release of some South African political prisoners and the 
unbanning of political parties. 


The primates noted that the international debt held ‘whole economies in 
bondage' and that the crisis is being used for foreign domination and 
exploitation of poor countries by the rich. They called on the churches to 
examine their need to be liberated from any complicity with unjust economic 
systems. 


On homosexuality, the primates noted that there were differences of 
understanding on the matter within Anglicanism and urged honesty, compassion 
and genuine desire to ‘seek the will of God' while discussing the matter. 
[EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA ROUND UP 


The deputy president of the African National Congress (ANC) of South Africa, 
Nelson Mandela, has said churches have a significant role to play in South 
Africa, both now and in the future, and that the ANC ‘will not interfere in 
that role'. 


Addressing church leaders (18 April in Johannesburg), Mandela said the ANC 
would not tell the churches what they should do or say ‘for that would be 
wrong’. He urged the churches to speak out on the escalating violence and 
help to stop it. 


An official of the National Coordinating Committee (NCCR), a body set up by 
the churches in South Africa to oversee the repatriation of thousands of 
exiles from abroad, condemned police use of dogs to disperse families and 
well-wishers who turned up (22 April at Jan Smuts Airport in Johannesburg) to 
receive 121 exiles from Tanzania. 


Mankkolo Mahlangu-Ngcobo urged authorities to ensure that future returnees 
‘are treated with dignity and not harassed by the police and the airport 
management’. 


A South African leader of the right-wing Conservative Party has said the South 
African government is led by ‘tyrants' who wished to destroy the [apartheid] 
laws which protected white interests. 


Andries Treurnicht said the ‘Bible is not on the side of tyrants that destroy 
the protective laws', adding that 'the white nation is prepared to lay down 
their lives in defence of their land'. 


The bishops of the (Anglican) Church of the Province of South Africa (CPSA) 
have decided to resume bilateral discussions with the white-led Dutch Reformed 
Church (DRC) of South Africa. Talks between the two were cancelled last year 
after the DRC accused Desmond Tutu, leader of the CPSA, of embarking on a 
‘wicked' path due to his opposition of apartheid. 


A leader of the Zion Christian Church (ZCC), Barnabas Lekgenyane, has urged 
ZCC church members to pray for all political leaders in South Africa ‘to 
abandon selfish interests and work toward peace'. The ZCC is a black 
Spiritual church which claims membership of 4.5 million out of 35 million 
(1991 estimate) South African blacks. 


The South African Council of Churches (SACC) has urged the Attorney General of 
the Transvaal to 'let reason prevail and to drop charges' against Alan Storey, 
a Methodist minister who refused to serve in the South African Defence Force 
on the grounds that he was a Christian pacifist. 


SACC General Secretary Frank Chikane called upon Presidnet F.W. de Klerk to 
relegate the system of conscription to ‘the dustbin of practices that are no 
longer acceptable in the building of the new South Africa’. 


Ordination of women within the Anglican Church in South Africa will come as a 


"matter of course in 1992', according to Godfrey Henwood, dean of St Mary's 
Cathedral in Johannesburg. 


He said the (Anglican) Church of the Provicne of South Africa will meet next 
year and added that ‘it is the responsibility of the leaders of the church to 
combat any divisive effect' the decision might have. [EPS] 
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BRITAIN: SURVEY REVEALS FRUSTRATION AMONG CATHOLIC WOMEN 


A survey conducted by the National Board of (Roman) Catholic Women In England 
and Wales has revealed a high degree of frustration among Catholic women over 
their position in the church. 


The survey which was conducted at the request of the bishops' conference of 
England and Wales questioned over 4000 women on their views on a discussion 
paper based on Pope John Paul II's apostolic document seocsiseppiaaa anit. i ITaici' 
of 1989. 


A summarized report of the survey says that there is a serious under-use of 
women's gifts in the Roman Catholic Church in England and Wales. It added 
that ‘many women have gifts and skills which could be developed into full 
ministries' and noted ‘preconceived stereo- -typing' and ‘gender restrictions' 
as some of the reasons hampering full involvement by the women. 


The report also says most women thought they were not perceived as equal to 
men in the Church and many of them called for a change of attitude in the 
church leadership. 


The survey also discovered ‘strong but varied' views on the ordination of 
women, with a substantial majority agreeing with the exclusion of women from 
holy orders while others argued that there was no evidence to Support the idea 
that Christ intended only men to be priests. 


Meanwhile, controversy surrounds a British government decision to hold a 
service of thanksgiving and remembrance in Scotland to mark the end of the 
(Persian) Gulf war. 


Underlying the controversy is the fact that instead of approaching the 
leadership of the (Presbyterian) Church of Scotland, the government dealt 
directly with William Morris, minister-in-charge of Glasgow Cathedral and 
venue of the proposed service scheduled for 4 May. 


And in turn, Morris invited Archbishop of York John Habgood to preach at the 
service, instead of inviting moderator of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, Robert Davidson. 


Source of the controversy is that Davidson, along with other Scottish church 
leaders including the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Glasgow, Thomas Winning, 
was opposed to military intervention in the Gulf. 


Other critics of the proposed service is Scottish Episcopal [Anglican] Bishop 
of Edinburgh, Richard Holloway, who thought the serivce should be postponed 
pending resolution of the Kurdish problem. 


However, Morris had on his side, backing from the Glasgow presbytery, which 
heavily defeated the motion calling for postponement of the service. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.63 
MALTA: SEMINAR DISCUSSES CHRISTIAN, MUSLIM PERSPECTIVES AND PRACTICES 
Migration and Refugees: Christian and Muslim Perspectives and Practices was 
the title of a seminar held in Valletta, Malta (22-24 April) under the 
sponsorship of the International Catholic Migration Commission, the Islamic 
Call Society, the Islamic Call Foundation, the Lutheran World Federation, the 
World Muslim Congress and the World Council of Churches. [EPS] 
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COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS CRITICISES WCC ASSEMBLY STAND ON ISRAEL 


The Executive Committee of the International Council of Christians and Jews 
(ICCJ) meeting in Heppenheim/Germany (18-19 March) has reacted with ‘deep 
concern' to statements issued by the World Council of Churches' Seventh 
Assembly which met in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February. 


The ICCJ singled out the Assembly's statements on the recently-ended (Persian) 
Gulf War, the Middle East, and the threat to world peace, and said the 
Assembly demonstrated ‘ignorance’ and ‘indifference’ towards the Jewish people. 


The ICCJ statement 'deplored' the Assembly's ‘refusal’ to deal with the danger 
of anti-Semitism and accused the WCC of displaying ‘betrayed indifference' to 
the well-being of the State of Israel. The statement added that the Assembly 
showed ‘a serious lack of awareness' of the relationship ‘that binds the 
church to the Jewish people’. 


The statement called upon the new WCC Central Committee to take initiative in 
recognizing the ‘'rootedness' of the church with the Jewish people. 


Replying to the ICCJ charges, Hans Ucko, World Council of Churches staff 
person and programme secretary for Christian-Jewish Relations noted that the 
ICCJ statement raised '‘concern' because of the tone and vocabulary used in 
At? He pointed out that use of terms like ‘ignorance', ‘indifference', 
‘refuse’, and '‘'betray' do not help to facilitate the necessary dialogue 
between the whole of the WCC and the ICCJ. 


Ucko said the ICCJ's assertion that the Assembly ‘lacked awareness of the 
unique relationship between the church and the Jewish people' gave the 
impression that the ICCJ is calling for the WCC to pledge allegiance to its 
Jewish roots before dealing with issues of global concern. 


He noted that the ICCJ statement failed to realize that the WCC is not a super 
structure nor a non-Catholic Vatican. There is no ‘ex cathedra' possible in 
the WCC, he said, and added that as a fellowship of churches which share a 
basic confession and a common goal for unity of Christians, the WCC does not 
necessarily seek a uniform unity. He emphasized that the WCC is, however, 
called to play the role of a facilitator vis-a-vis its member churches. 


He said the Assembly statement on Israel did not ‘betray indifference’ to the 
well-being of Israel and referred the ICCJ to a section of the text which 
recognized ‘the right of every state in the area, including Israel, to live in 
peace with secure and recognized boundaries free from threats or acts of 
force’. 


However, Ucko welcomed the offer of the ICCJ to cooperate with the WCC in 
promoting and deepening Christian-Jewish relations and said the rootedness of 
the church in God's covenant with the Jewish people will remain a constructive 
challenge to the churches and their theologies. 


He also lauded ICCJ's efforts to go beyond traditional Christian-Jewish 
history by widening its scope and added, ‘it is my experience that the 
spiritual traditions, the prophetic challenges and the ethical values of 
living Judaism has a lot to offer in a dialogue with Christians living a long 
way from both Heppenheim and Geneva'. [EPS] 
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USA: - HEBREW, CHRISTIAN LEADERS DISCUSS (PERSIAN) GULF WAR AFTERMATH 


Leaders of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations (Reform) and the (US) 
National Council of Churches issued a joint statement (15 April) related to 
the recently-ended (Persian) Gulf war. 


The statement said that although the two groups had divergent opinions 
regarding the Gulf crisis and that they were of differing theological and 
philosophical principles, they however recognized that ‘there were a host of 
issues that bind us together' which called for the two groups to ‘speak out’. 


The two groups expressed 'relief' that the armed conflict in the Gulf region 
had ended, but stated that ‘there is little cause for jubilation' because of 
the loss of thousands of lives, destruction of property, disruption of 
economic activity and damage to the environment. 


They hoped that in view ‘of the new opportunities' for peace in the region, 
all the nations in the Middle East would be able ‘to pursue peace through 
negotiation’. 


‘We recognize that there are many discreet situations which cry out for 
sensitive and just resolution', the statement said, and added that ‘all these 
conflicts must be viewed in the context of the entire region’. 


They ‘prayed' that Israel's neighbours will recognize her legitimate right to 
exist within peaceful and internationally-recognized borders and enter into 
negotiations with countries in the region ‘under appropriate auspices’. 


They called for ‘an equitable distribution of wealth' in the Middle East and 
particularly for regional cooperation in economic development ‘that will 
ensure individuals and communities the means to live in dignity’. 


The statement also called upon the ‘governments of the world' to end the arms 
race in the Middle East, beginning with a ban on sales or transfers of 
chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons. 


The statement was signed by seven UAHC and five NCC leaders. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.66 
SOVIET UNION: BELIEVERS QUESTION RISING DEATH TOLL OF CHRISTIAN ACTIVISTS 


[This item is based on material from US-based News Network International]. 


At least nine Christian activists were murdered or died in suspicious car 
accidents in the Soviet Union during the period April 1990-February 1991, 
bringing the total to 14 deaths since 1986. 


The deaths include eight Russian Orthodox, one Georgian Orthodox, one 
Lithuanian Catholic, two Estonian Lutherans, one Latvian Lutheran, and one 
unregistered Russian Baptist. Eight of the 14 were clergy. 


In addition to the 14 deaths, an unknown number of believers are also believed 
to have been victims of near-fatal beatings and suspicious car collisions. 
[EPS] 
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VATICAN: POPE SENDS MESSAGE TO MUSLIMS, CALLS FOR JOINT PEACE EFFORT 


Pope John Paul II has sent a message to Muslims around the world to mark the 
end of the Muslim month of Ramadan, a period observed as sacred and marked 
with fasting. 


The message which is usally sent by the Pontifical Council of Inter-religious 
Dialogue, has this year been sent by the Pope himself because ‘of the tragic 
effects of the past months', a reference to the recently-ended (Persian) Gulf 
war. 


The Pope expressed ‘sympathy and solidarity with all those who lost loved 
ones' in the conflict, and reminded the bereaved that 'God's mercy and love 
are without limit’. 


He also expressed the Roman Catholic Church's readiness ‘to work together with 
you and all people of good will' to find a peaceful solution to the Middle 
East crisis. 


The Pope appealed for attention to be paid to the causes of war ‘so that we 
can learn more effective ways to avoid it'. 


He said injustice, oppression, aggression, greed, unwillingness to enter into 
dialogue and negotiate, failure to forgive, and desire for revenge are some of 
the factors ‘which lead people to depart from the way in which God desires us 
to live on this planet’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.68 
NEW ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY ENTHRONED 


Thousands of worshippers gathered in Canterbury Cathedral (19 April) to 
witness the enthronement of George Carey as the 103rd leader of world 
Anglicanism. 


His responsibilities include being Diocesan Bishop of Canterbury, Primate of 
All England and Spiritual leader of Anglican Christians throughout the world. 


Among the world Church leaders present at the ceremony were Emilio Castro, 
general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, Orthodox 
Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira and Great Britain. 


In his enthronement sermon, Carey spoke of martyrdom as a usually ‘messy, 
often humiliating, never romantic' experience. He said archbishops do not 
exist for their sake but ‘they too are witnesses - called to be preachers, 
pastors, teachers and evangelists’. 


On the issues that beset the (Anglican) Church of England, Carey said many of 
these issues have ‘deeply divided us’. He mentioned specifically the 
ordination of women and the diverse traditions that make up the breadth of 


Anglicanism as topics that have ‘tested our commitment to the God who 
reconciles’. 


He said churches should stand ready to make political comment ‘when freedom, 
dignity and worth are threatened’ and urged the Church to stand alongside ‘the 
oppressed, the dispossessed, the homeless, the poor and the starving millions 
of our planet. And this time we particularly think of the plight of the 
Kurds', he said. [EPS] 
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INDIA: CHRISTIAN ACTIVISTS TO UNITE 

Meeting in New Delhi (15 March), some 80 Christian groups agreed to form a 
common forum for collective action. Saral Chatterjee of the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society said ‘solidarity among 
Christian social workers is not for communal propaganda, but to make sure that 
we have our rightful place in national life’. Christians make up 2.4 percent 
of the Indian population of 830 million. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.70 

BOLIVIA: CHURCH LEADERS CONDEMN MILITARIZATION OF 'DRUG WAR' 

Roman Catholic Church bishops have condemned the militarization of Bolivia's 
‘drug war'. In a statement, the bishops stated that the militarization ‘will 
provoke divisions within the country and raise corruption levels in the armed 
forces'. The statement added that ‘the Church rejects militarization and 
maintains that while there isn't demand there shouldn't be offers', a 
reference to pressures from the US government that the Bolivian armed forces 
lead the fight against drugs. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.71 

PERU: RC BISHOPS CALL FOR MORE SPENDING ON HEALTH 

In a letter to government authorities, Peru's Roman Catholic bishops asked 
that more resources be given to health programmes. According to the bishops, 
‘health care is a right but in Peru, being healthy is a luxury, a privilege of 
the few, completely inaccessible to the majority of the population’. The 
bishops asked President Alberto Fujimori's government to increase the US 150 
million dollars budgeted for health care because ‘it is insufficient to meet 
the minimum demands of the population’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.72 

AUSTRALIA: ANGLICAN BISHOP DECRIES ‘NEW WORLD ORDER’ 

Anglican archbishop of Sydney Donald Robinson has questioned the concept of a 
‘new world order’. In his Easter message, Robinson said ‘thousands of 
Kuwaitis and Iraqis are struggling to rebuild their lives' while many 
Australians celebrated Easter. He added that while many Australians were 
cutting their spending to survive the recession, ‘millions of Ethiopians and 
Sudanese struggle to see another day. Is there any real chance of a "new 
order"', he asked. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.73 
PAKISTAN: CHRISTIANS 'NEED' PARLIAMENTARY SEATS 
The Christian News Communication of Pakistan has demanded representation in 


the Pakistan senate (upper house of parliament). CNC Director Samuel Ajiz 
Said as the largest religious minority group in Pakistan, Christians need 
representation in the country's parliament. Britannica World Data estimates 


that Christians make up 1.6 percent of the country's 177 million population. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.04.74 
KUWAIT: GULF WAR PROVIDES 'DOOR OF OPPORTUNITY’ 
A (Persian) Gulf church leader sees the aftermath of the recently-ended war as 
‘opening a door of opportunity’ to improved relations between the region's 


Christian communities and Muslims. Jerry Zandstra, English-language pastor 
of the Kuwait Evangelical (Reformed) Church said he also expected authorities 
to be more open in dealing with the churches. ‘There is a very positive 


feeling about allied presence in this area', he said, adding that the concept 
of Islamic brotherhood ‘will have to be re-evaluated in light of brother 
turning against brother ...' [EPS] 
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INDIA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL CALLS FOR REDEFINITION OF MISSION 
The National Council of Churches in India (NCCI) held a consultation (1-3 
March in New Delhi) for heads of churches under the theme ‘Moving with Christ 
into God's Tomorrow'. The consultation noted among other things, that the 
ecumenical movement needs a fresh impetus and orientation. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.76 
PAKISTAN: ROMAN CATHOLIC YOUTH DEMAND MORE RIGHTS 
A three-day meeting of Roman Catholic youth leaders meeting in Islamabad 
(20-23 March) called on the government of Pakistan to provide employment and 
other opportunities for young people. They noted that many youth were turning 
to drug abuse and other vices as a result of lack of guidance, education and 
employment opportunities. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.77 

LESOTHO: CHURCH HOSPITALS FACE FINANCIAL CRISIS 

Church hospitals and other church-related health institutions in Lesotho face 
severe financial constraints and many of them will have to close down, 
according to Thabo Makara, executive secretary of the Private Health 
Association of Lesotho (PHAL), an umbrella organization of church-operated 
hospitals and clinics. Makara said the institutions face a desperate 
financial situation and noted that unless the government of Lesotho steps in, 
many health centres will close down. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.78 

INDIA: YMCA TRAINS YOUNG BOXERS 

The New Delhi-based Young Men's Christian Association has introduced a 
programme to train and promote talented young boxers and hopes to produce an 
Olympic champion at the Olympiad of the year 2000. Sydney R. Rebeiro, 
president of the YMCA, said apart from training, the programme also includes 
the provision of education, and board and equipment support for a five-year 
period. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.79 

MISSIONARY SAYS LIBYAN GOVERNMENT SUPPRESSES CHRISTIANITY 

A Libyan-born missionary working with Youth With A Mission, paid a visit to 
his country of birth for the first time in 20 years to compile a prayer guide 
for Christians in Libya. The unnamed missionary said Libya was still as 
opposed to Christianity as it was when Muamar Gaddafhi came to power in 
1969. ‘Anyone showing interest in Christianity would be discouraged' by the 
authorities, he said. Ninety-seven percent of the Libyan population of four 
million are counted as Muslim. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.80 
JAPAN: NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL HOLDS ASSEMBLY 
A triennial. general assembly of the National Christian Council of Japan was 
held (18-19 March) in Tokyo. The assembly elected Bartholomew Kentoro 
Takeuchi as NCCJ moderator, and Tazu Sasamori as honorary secretary, for a 
three-year term. [EPS] 

EPS 91.04.81 
ZIMBABWE : PRESIDENT URGES CHURCH TO FULLY PROVIDE SPIRITUAL NEEDS 
The Church must be totally free and independent to cater for the spiritual 
needs of the society, President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe has_ said. 
Addressing centenary celebrations of the Salvation Army in Harare (30 March), 
President’ Mugabe said his view is that the state and the Church should 
cooperate. 'We go physical, you go spiritual and we go intellectual 
together’, he said. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR THE WEST BANK LAUNCHED 
The World Council of Churches' Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) has launched an appeal to ecumenical partners for the 


sum of 1.5 million US dollars for the West Bank. Previous appeals launched 
in October 1988 and February 1990 generated 317 517 and 609 931 US dollars 
respectively, falling short of the one million US dollars then requested. In 


the current appeal, CICARWS says the money being sought will be used to 
maintain the West Bank's Christian Schools. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.83 
SOUTH AFRICA: LUTHERAN CHURCHES CLOSE TO UNITY 
A plan to unite three Lutheran churches in Southern Africa has been placed 
before the churches' synods and congregations. A draft constitution and 
by-laws for a united church, are to be presented to the synods of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA), ELCSA Cape Town, and 
ELCSA-Natal-Transvaal. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.84 

SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH ACCUSES STATE OF TERRORISM 

The Annual Conference of the Southern Africa Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(10-16 April in Pretoria) accused the South African government of promoting 
state terrorism. Referring to the Citizens Cooperative Bureaux, or police 
units set up by the government to counter activities of liberation movements, 
the SAARC said the South African government has failed to contain the 
escalating violence and called for an international peace force to help stop 
the violence which has claimed hundreds of lives. [EPS] 


EPS 91.04.85 
ECUTEXT: Castro of WCC sends Message to Armenian Churches 


[This is the text of a message sent to all Armenian member churches of the 
World Council of Churches (24 April) by Emilio Castro, WCC general secretary, 
on the 76th anniversary of the Armenian martyrdom. ] 


On the occasion of the 76th anniversary of the Armenian martyrdom the WCC 
upholds in its intercessions all the Armenian people. We reaffirm the need 
for historical justice and recall the statement of the Vancouver Assembly: 
'The silence of the world community and deliberate efforts to deny even 
historical facts have been consistent sources of anguish and growing despair 
to the Armenian people, the Armenian churches and many others'. 


The Armenian churches occupy a special place in the fellowship of the WCC and 
it is important for the churches around the world to strengthen the bonds of 
solidarity with them at this critical stage in the history of the Armenian 
people and make special efforts to uphold their cause. 


At this time of upheaval in the Middle East in the area close to where the 
massacre and deportation of Armenians took place, we hope that the Armenian 
issue is not forgotten or ignored. 


As we stated on the occasion of the 75th anniversary ‘The Commemoration of the 
Armenian tragedy is an occasion for the churches to renew their commitment to 
be united in prayer and active solidarity with all those whose lives are 
threatened by the forces of death in our world’. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: 'Theology' of Alcohol (John DeMers) 


[DeMers, a writer based in New Orleans/USA, wrote this article for the 
National Catholic Register. It has been slightly edited for EPS.] 


From the start, Man has embraced alcohol in both grape and grain as a gift 
from God and a treasure from the earth. But Man has also recognized its 
power to undo his best intentions. Religion, history, literature and art 
testify to alcohol's impact on life and human freedom. 


'Wine seemed to reflect the unpredictable forces of nature', observes Dr Jack 
H. Mendelson, co-editor of the Journal of Studies on Alcohol. ‘Early legends 
described the origins of wine as god-given gift or affliction.' 


Cycles of birth, maturation and harvest were so clearly demarked in the making 
and drinking of wine that Jews and later Christians had no trouble seeing in 
the same liquid a profound symbol of sin and salvation. 


Alcohol, arising spontaneously from the fermentation of fruits and grains, 
struck ancient man as mysterious. Even more mysterious, however, were the 
changes that overtook man when he drank it. 


No record exists of the first human who decided to take a drink. Yet there 
are in the oldest recorded religious cults solid testimonies to. the 
frightening reality of the experience. 


More than 6000 years ago, Sumerians in Mesopotamia worshipped the goddess 
Gestin as protector of the vine. A thousand years later, the Egyptians bowed 
down before Osiris, believed by them to be both the god of wine and the lord 
of the dead. Festivals conducted to celebrate the grape harvest provided the 
ancient world with a model for much of wine's ‘theology' in the 
Judeo-Christian era. 


Dionysus, the Greek god of wine, was well-entrenched in that culture by the 
time of Homer's '‘Iliad' and ‘Odyssey’. Though he started out in charge of 
trees and forest animals, this god's responsibilities were greatly expanded 
with the explosion of viniculture throughout the Hellenic world. Alcohol, 
with its power to give pleasure yet bring on misery, struck the Greeks as a 
Super-natural intrusion indeed. 


-»» Considering the difficulties man had from the start declaring alcohol all 
good or all bad, it should not be surprising that the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures both record and reflect this confusion. 


--- Alcohol is something powerful, the early church makes clear, a substance 
with links to both pleasure and pain, good and evil, death and resurrection. 
We also hear in these passages the two prevailing but defective visions of 
alcoholism that have guided our response to it. 


Alcoholism, on the one hand, is a sin, a purposeful immoral act that separates 
the sinner from his God and from his brethren in the Christian community. 


-+- The church of the late 20th century has been forced at last to acknowledge 
alcoholism as a physical disease. It has been led, by its very mission, to 
reassess its own string of condemnations since man first rose up from paganism 
to embrace a personal, loving God. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Reflections on the Kurdish Situation (Elizabeth Ferris) 


[Ferris is study and interpretation secretary in the Refugee Service of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This item has been edited for EPS.] 


The television news is dominated by images of desperate Kurdish refugees, 
images of airdrops and dying children. Political analyses mention the long 
struggle of the Kurdish people and hint at political in-fighting between UN 
agencies as relief organizations consider how assistance can be given to these 
two million-or-so people. Church agencies are working with the Middle East 
Council of Churches to respond to the crisis. 


But the present tragedy of the Kurdish people is much more than a humanitarian 
issue or a complicated logistical question of how to get food to needy 
people. From my experience with church refugee work over the past six years, 
the present crisis raises a number of other questions which don't often appear 
in the newspapers. 


a Wars have human consequences which aren't anticipated. As news filtered 
out about the flight of hundreds of thousands of refugees from Iraq, George 
Bush was reported as saying that he never thought about this happening and 
that it wasn't a US responsibility. 


Given the nature of modern warfare, given the deaths that undoubtedly occurred 
by the thousands in US bombing raids against Iraq, how can he disclaim 
responsibility? It is the very nature of war to kill and uproot people. 


The uprooting of the Kurdish people in Iraq may not have been anticipated by 
those who gave the orders to drop the bombs, but it was certainly anticipated 
by UN agencies and others with experience with refugees. Wars displace 
people. Wars force people to leave their homes and their communities. The 
human consequences of wars last for years, sometimes for decades; they are 
rarely factored into decisions about resolving conflicts by military means. 
Will the Kurds ever be able to go back to their communities? 


The Iraq war was characterized by high-tech weapons but the results are 
devastatingly human ones. As in wars fought with other means for other 
reasons, the Iraqi war has led to pain and suffering of human beings. 


I wonder what it would mean to international relations if people came first? 
If gains and losses, victory and defeat were calculated in terms of people and 
not geopolitics? I wonder if leaders would think a bit more creatively about 
resolving conflicts if they had to produce ‘human impact statements' before 
sending troops. 


2. The human consequences of the Gulf war demonstrate the importance of the 
movement of people as a political issue. The presence of large numbers of 
Kurdish refugees in Turkey and Iran has changed the political dynamics of 
those countries. Their presence is not just a humanitarian problem, but also 
a political reality with long-term consequences for the region. 


Our world today is characterized by the movement of people - as workers, 
tourists, diplomats, missionaries, refugees. Wars or military action affect 
not only nationals, but also the increasing numbers of foreigners who are 
travelling or living abroad. Governments can no longer protect their 


citizens. [over] 


kurdish situation/2 


3. A third question that comes to mind with the news reports of the Kurdish 
people, is the relationship between internally-displaced people and 
refugees. As the news reports underscored, those Kurds who fled their homes 
but were unable to cross into another country were the most vulnerable. 


Even though conditions in Turkey and Iran were often desperate, the needs of 
the internally-displaced were so serious that Western governments took the 
political risk of setting up enclaves inside Iraq. 


But the vulnerability of internally-displaced people is a global phenomenon. 
If the borders with asylum countries remain open, refugees can receive 
assistance, even though it is often inadequate. 


--. For the past two years, we have been raising the issue of internally- 
displaced people at the UN Human Rights Commission - trying to get the 
international community to recognize the serious needs of this group of people 
who may number twice the world's refugees. 


But over and over again, we ran into the thorny problem of sovereignty. 
While the notion that the international community can and should respond to 
the needs of people outside their country is largely accepted, governments are 
reluctant to interfere in the internal affairs of other countries. 


--- In one respect I am encouraged by the growing acceptance among Western 
countries that there are certain humanitarian imperatives which supersede 
national borders - imperatives which human rights activists have used 
successfully in the past. 


4. This brings me to my fourth observation about the international situation 
of the Kurds. Last week, I heard John Major say on the BBC that ‘we can't 
just stand by and watch a million people flee their country without acting’. 

I was dumbfounded. 


Where were the self-righteous Western powers when 5 million Mozambicans were 
uprooted because of the ongoing war? Where are they when the UN appeals for 
assistance to Liberian refugees and displaced people - a country where almost 
one in three of the national population has been displaced as a result of the 
violence? 


Where is the outpouring of concern and anger over the hundreds of thousands of 
massacred and uprooted Somalis and Sudanese? 


Is the lesson of the Kurds that assistance and attention are given only to 
those human tragedies in which the Western countries have a strategic 
interest? Is the lesson of the Kurds that Western countries respond 
generously to human need when they feel directly responsible for the 
problem? 


How many Liberians must die before the West takes the tragedy there as 
seriously as it is now doing in Turkey and inside Iraq? How much 
international financial support - and church relief funds - will be sent to 
aid the Kurdish refugees - at the expense of other refugees, probably equally 
needy refugees - who aren't on the front pages of our daily newspapers?. 
[EPS] 
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The new WCC Central Committee meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings: 


3-4 July Executive Committee 
5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 
17-19 September Executive Committee 


20-27 September Central Committee 


Risking All For Christ ... Our Only Hope is the theme for the 12th Baptist 
Youth World Conference (in Harare, Zimbabwe, August 1993). 


World Cumminication Day will be celebrated by the Roman Catholic Church (12 
May) under the theme, The Communication Media and the Unity and Progress of 
the Human Family. 


The second international working conference for Christians in the media will 
be held 22-27 September in Sheffield, England. The theme for the conference 
is The Word in the World: Communicating Christ Together. 


The Fifth General Assembly of the Caribbean Conference of Churches will be 
held (23-30 August) in Port of Spain, Trinidad. 


The following are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2; 
Situation report (#8, 16 April) on Middle East conflict 
situation report (#2, 1 May) on floods in Kenya 


The WCC Communication Department is preparing many resources to assist in 
reporting and interpreting the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
February). Some are already available; others will be released. soon. They 
are in the form of publications (books), audio-visuals, and audio cassettes. 
For a complete list and order form, write to; WCC Publications, Box 2100, 
CH-1200 Geneva 2. 
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MALTA: CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM EXPERTS IN REFUGEE, MIGRANT TALKS 


Over 50 representatives of Christian and Muslim organizations met in Valletta, 
Malta (22-24 April) in an international seminar on ‘Migrants and Refugees. - 
Christian and Muslim Perspectives and Practices’ (EPS 91.04.63). 


The meeting, which was called to exchange interfaith perspectives on issues 
affecting migrants and refugees, noted that one of the problems they faced was 
the lack of adequate solidarity from the international community. 


In a declaration at the end of the meeting, the participants agreed to make a 
joint call on member states of the United Nations for the speedy ratification 
and implementation of the 1990 International Convention on the Protection of 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their Families. 


They also called on member states to ratify and uphold existing international 
conventions and agreements and UN resolutions regarding basic human rights. 


The participants also agreed that there is an urgent need to request their 
religious communities and institutions and the governments of the world to 
provide all necessary aid to help resolve with justice, the current tragic 
plight of the Palestinian people, the refugees from Iraq and the victims of 
other current national and international conflicts. 


As an initial step in the promotion of collaboration between Christian and 
Muslim groups, the meeting agreed to the establishment of an international 
interfaith working group on refugees, migrants and internally-displaced 
persons. The scope of the working group will include information sharing, 
consultation in defining needs and setting priorities, sharing of experiences 
and convening of future meetings. 


In the long term, the representatives of the two religions agreed that 
attention should be paid to prevention of crises and mass movements of 
peoples; emergency assistance in crisis situations, and the improvement of the 
legal and social status of migrants. 


Patrick A. Taran, World Council of Churches staff person and secretary for 
migration on the Commission on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) represented the WCC at the meeting. In his presentation to the 
seminar, Taran said world events were increasingly bringing people of ‘our 
faiths into greater contact and indeed into each other's communities’. 


Sometimes, he added, this increased interaction resulted in tensions and 
misunderstandings. Yet, he said, it provided compelling opportunities for 
discussions and cooperation to respond to human needs and resolve conflicts. 


He said the tone and participation indicated a clear desire by both faiths to 
build bridges, avoid hostile criticisms, overcome misinterpretations, and 
explore specific mechanisms’ for on-going practical consultation and 
cooperation. 


The participants were drawn from the International Catholic Migration 
Commission (ICMC), Lutheran World Federation (LWF), World Islamic Call 
Foundation (WICF), World Islamic Call Society (WICS), World Muslim Congress 
(WMC), the Foundation for International Studies (FIS) and the World Council of 
Churches (WCC). [EPS] 
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VATICAN: POPE'S ENCYCLICAL CRITICIZES CAPITALISM, PROMPTS US REACTIONS 


[This item is based on material from The International Herald Tribune] 


Pope John Paul II has criticized the excesses of capitalism, and has described 
the consumer society as ethically flawed and inhuman. 


In his encyclical letter (2 May), the pope said that tooth-and-claw capitalism 
without moral or disciplinary restraints ‘agrees with Marxism' in the sense 
that ‘it totally reduces man to the sphere of economics and the satisfaction 
of material needs’. 


The pope's document and his long-standing criticism of the (Persian) Gulf war 
has angered some conservatives, especially in the United Sates. He says in 
his letter that the Gulf conflict destroyed innocent lives and left a trail of 
‘rancour and hatred’. 


Defending the pope's letter, Roger Etchegaray, president of the Vatican's 
Commission on Justice and Peace, said that ‘the worst deformation would be to 
label this document as being anti-American’. 


Others, however, welcomed the pope's letter. Michael Novak, an American 
Catholic, described the document as ‘a great encyclical, perhaps the greatest 
of this century’. He added that ‘many in Poland and Eastern Europe have 


been asking the pope: After the collapse of socialism, what goals do you 
propose?'. 


Novak added that ‘unequivocally, the pope has replied: democracy in the 
political order and capitalism in the economic order, each checking the other, 
both guided by ethical and religious principles’. 


George S. Weigel, president of the Ethics and Public Policy Center in 
Washington/USA, said ‘we are so used to thinking of this pope as a sort of 
"plague on both your houses" type that it is going to be difficult, although 
urgently necessary, for people to understand that is not what he is'. 


Despite the document's criticism of unbridled capitalism, Weigel said 
conservatives would be able to live with the encyclical comfortably, adding 
that by showing ways in which free societies failed to live up to their 
potential, the pope's criticism of ‘aberrant' forms of market economy was 
"perfectly acceptable and appropriate’. 


Mindful of the fact that the Vatican lives in part off its market investments, 
the pope said there was nothing wrong with profit ‘as an indication that a 
business is functioning well’. 


But he said that sometimes companies with healthy balance sheets humiliated 
their workers. He also criticized those who put profits ahead of the 
environment. 


The pope said Western countries ran the risk of seeing communism's collapse as 
‘a one-sided victory of their own economic system, and thereby failing to make 
necessary corrections in that system’. 


Many human needs are not satisfied by the free market, he said, and 
consumerism is not an adequate response to the failings of Marxism. 


Although he praised the social advances of Western countries, he cautioned 
against total reliance on the welfare state, which he said led to a ‘loss of 
human energies' and to a bureaucratic mentality. [EPS] 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC, METHODIST COUNCIL DIALOGUE REPORT OUT 


At its 1986 meeting in Nairobi, Kenya, the World Methodist Council (WMC) 
appointed an International Commission for Dialogue whose mandate was. to 
continue the search for common ground with the Roman Catholic Church (RCC). 


That commission has now completed its work. A Joint Commission of the two 
bodies met last month (in Filles du Coeur de Marie, Paris/France), and 
presented its report, the fifth in the series that began in 1967 following the 
Second Vatican Council. 


The dialogue between Catholics and Methodists follows a path set for the 
church, ‘that breaks down the barriers sin has set up between Christians ... 
drawing all believers into a fellowship of praise and turning life-long 
enemies into friends for eternity’. 


The report states that ‘Catholics and Methodists...both face an urgent task of 
evangelizing a world deeply affected by superstition and secularism, by 
indifference and injustice’ and that both are given the spirit to ‘go out and 
witness' to the one Lord. 


The theme of the 1986-91 report, 'The Apostolic Tradition', attributes a role 
in the birth of the church, to each of the persons of the Trinity ‘both 
distinct and inseparable from the roles of the other two’. 


In the current report, the relationship between Scripture and Tradition is 
addressed, and it affirms that ‘Scripture was written within Tradition, yet 
Scripture is normative for Tradition. The one is intelligible in terms of 
the other’. 


The Commission also cited 'The Nicene Creed' which both Churches affirm as a 
comprehensive and authoritative statement of Christian faith, and a call to 
Catholics and Methodists to ‘take very seriously the degree of communion that 
both churches already share’. 


Historically, Methodists regard the preaching of the Word central while 
Catholics hold the eucharist is the centre and culmination of Christian 
life. The Commission agreed this contrast should not be put too strongly and 
affirmed that ‘in recent decades Methodists are increasingly appreciating the 
centrality of the eucharist and Catholics the fundamental importance of the 
preaching of the word’. 


The Commission also affirmed that ‘each generation and each person must claim 
the life of faith' and that '‘'we' receive the faith in more explict terms 
beyond baptism ‘through hearing the preached word, Sunday schools, catechism 
classes, first communion classes, confirmation classes, and church-sponsored 
schools’, 


The report concludes that full communion ‘in faith, mission and sacramental 
life' will be achieved not only by having reached doctrinal consensus, but 
will also ‘depend on a fresh creative act of reconciliation which acknowledges 
the manifold, yet unified activity of the Holy Spririt through the ages’ and 
that further, ‘it will involve a joint act of obedience to the sovereign Word 
of God’. 


The report will be presented to the WMC meeting in Singapore in July and to 
the appropriate officials at the Vatican. Both the WMC and the RCC are 
expected to respond. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL DENIES FINANCIAL MALPRACTICE CHARGES 


The South African Council of Churches has denied allegations by a former 
employee that it engaged in financial malpractices and described the charges 
as ‘scurrilous’. 


Jabu Sithole, former employee of the SACC's finance department, said in a 
statement he released to the Afrikaans-language Vrye Weekblad and the City 
Press newspapers (2 April), that there were some people ‘who wanted to silence 
me because of my investigations into certain financial and other 
administrative irregularities of the South African Council of Churches’. 


He said that his decision to bring the allegations to light was ‘a cry from 
the heart' because the SACC administration had reportedly ‘failed' to 
investigate his revelations about financial and administrative irregularities. 


Among Sithole's allegations were that the SACC was engaged in a ‘vendetta' 
against some members of staff, a reference to the retrenchment of some SACC 
workers, and that the ecumenical body was reluctant to investigate the theft 
of cheques, petty cash, computers and other office equipment stolen from its 
offices. 


Reacting to the charges, SACC General Secretary Frank Chikane said that 
Sithole's allegations were intent on discrediting and creating doubts about 
the SACC. ‘Perhaps his intention', he said, ‘is that all our enemies, the 
enemies of truth will find reason to attack us’. 


Chikane denied Sithole's allegations that the SACC fired employees 
‘undemocratically' and that it used ‘dictatorial' methods in the process, 
adding that the SACC was going through a difficult period meeting its budget 
because of the economic recession both in South Africa and in countries where 
the SACC funds originated. 


He said the changing situation in South Africa compelled the SACC to re-assess 
its projects and human resource needs and that some projects had to be stopped 
and new ones initiated. As a result, he said, there has to be retrenchment 
of some workers. 


He explained that consultations were entered into with the 20 workers 
concerned before they were retrenched, adding that the SACC was conscious of 
the fact that there is no painless way of reducing staff. 


Chikane said the SACC was aware of the trauma and bitterness which 
retrenchment brings in its wake and thus cannot be insensitive to the pain 
staff has gone through. 


On financial mismanagement, Chikane said that following Sithole's charges, the 
SACC commissioned investigations through an auditing firm which revealed that 
there was no truth in the former employee's allegations. 


He said the press reports which appeared in the two newspapers were misleading 
as they created the impression that the majority of the SACC employees 
endorsed the opinions expressed by Sithole. 


He added that the allegations about thefts of money and office equipment were 
already under investigation long before the appearance of the stories in the 
press. [EPS] 
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WCC COMMISSION'S REVIEW OF EMERGENCIES SAYS OUTLOOK FOR 1991 ‘NOT GOOD' 


CICARWS, the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, says in its review of emergency cases 


for the first quarter of 1991 that the period was dominated by the (Persian) 
Gulf war. 


It says although the effects of the war were visible during its duration, its 


aftermath has been marked with catastrophes beyond the expectations of ‘many 
of us'. 


On the Middle East, the review says that although financial and other 
resources are available for the region, major attention will still be needed 
there in the form of caring for the vulnerable groups. 


During the period under review, CICARWS made several appeals for financial 
Support for regional disasters and other emergencies. 


In Africa, appeals were made for Mozambique for 6 million US dollars, Sudan, 3 
million and Liberia, 1.2 million. Amounts actually raised for the three 
countries were 551 607, 782 283, and 501 582 respectively. 


In Asia, CICARWS made an appeal for 385 000 US dollars for victims of the 
civil war in Sri Lanka, and in the Middle East 1.5 million was appealed for to 
assist in relief and maintenance of schools in the Occupied Territories. 


The review concludes that the outlook for 1991 is ‘not good'. It says 
although the (Persian) Gulf war is over, its consequences are still emerging 
and will be felt for a long time to come. 


Meanwhile, in an unrelated development, the Middle East Council of Churches 
(MECC) says relief supplies to Iraqi refugees are arriving on a _ weekly 
basis. The MECC says that most of the supplies received so far have come 
from Danchurchaid which sends the consignments on behalf of the churches in 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Iceland and Germany. 


Generally, says the MECC, material aid to most refugee areas is not lacking. 
But the MECC identified a number of items which are in short supply. These 
include medical equipment, generators, blankets, underwear, shoes, kitchen 
utensils and water tanks. 


The MECC also says there is an increasing interest in assisting refugees in 
the Middle East by some Asian countries. The MECC particularly mentions the 
Japanese Conference of Catholic Bishops and a Buddhist organization as some of 
those showing willingness to help. 


A situation report from the Office the United Nations Disaster and Relief 
Co-ordinator (UNDRO) dated 2 May says the Saudi government has agreed to grant 
asylum to 8000 Iraqi refugees. Another 2000 asylum seekers will be granted 
the same status by the Iranian government. 


On Iraq, UNDRO says the situation within the country is changing rapidly and 
another UN agency, the High Commissioner's Office for Refugees (UNHCR) is 
trying to ensure the UN presence in the country. 


Some of the new measures, says the UNDRO situation report, include further 
increasing the number of international United Nations staff there - currently 
57. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADERS WARN GOVERNMENT OVER LAND ISSUE ones 


[This item is based on material from Southern Africa Church News. ] 


Leading South African Church leaders told the South African government (29 
April) that the black majority has received President F.W. de Klerk's land 
reform package with ‘widespread anger and resentment'. 


Led by South African Council of Churches' General Secretary Frank Chikane, the 
Church leaders told the government that the proposed repeal of the Group Areas 
Act which separated residential areas on a racial basis was welcome but the 
legislation replacing it was undemocratic. 


In a four-page letter handed to the government, the Church leaders said that 
the new legislation is little more than the maintenance of apartheid through 
new administrative schemes. 


The leaders called on the government to accept the principle of restitution to 
the more than 3 million blacks who lost their land under apartheid legislation. 


The Church leaders said that a process should be developed ‘which will allow 
maximum participation of all South Africans in determining future policies on 
land allocation for new, non-racial South Africa’. [EPS] 


; EPS 91.05.07 
UNITED KINGDOM: CHURCH URGES EMBARGO ON ARMS SALES TO OPPRESSIVE GOVERNMENTS 


The British government has been urged to introduce an embargo on the sale of 
arms to countries which are guilty of human rights abuses, violate 
international law, or use weapons against their own people. 


The publication of the report by the Church of Scotland's Church and the 
Nation Committee follows press reports that former Chilean dictator General 
Pinochet who remains commander-in-chief of his country's armed forces, will 
pay a visit to British arms factories later this month. 


The report, which will be tabled before the general assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, also called for removal of secrecy on arms sales and an end to 
government promotion of the arms trade through annual arms exhibitions. 


Meanwhile, the Vatican's formal response to the final report of the first 
Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I) can be expected 
later this year, according to Edward Cassidy, head of the Vatican's Pontifical 
Council for Christian Unity. 


He told a press conference (22 April in London) that final touches to the 
document were now being put together. 


The Anglican Communion gave its formal response in a resolution of the 1988 
Lambeth Conference, which recognized the report's agreed statements on the 
eucharist and on ministry and ordination as ‘consonant in substance with the 
faith of Anglicans’ and welcomed the two agreed statements on authority as ‘a 
firm basis for the direction and agenda of the continuing dialogue on 
authority'. [EPS] 
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NIGERIA: CHURCH BUILDINGS DESTROYED IN ATTACKS BY MUSLIMS 


Groups of Muslims attacked and destroyed 28 church buildings, vicarages and 
other church property (22 April) in the northern Nigerian state of Bauchi. 
Over 100 people were killed, several injured and many others left homeless, 
according to a statement from the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN). 


The statement, which was issued after an emergency meeting of the CAN 
Executive Committee (24 April), said organized Muslim ‘fanatics' attacked and 
burnt down churches and vicarages and left several people dead, injured or 
homeless. 


The CAN said the government and its security agents failed to stop the attacks 
against Christians, adding that the state abandoned its constitutional 
responsibilty towards a section of its population. 


The statement said the government is entitled to the loyalty of its citizens 
only if it can protect the lives and properties of such citizens. In this 
case, the statement said, neither the federal nor the state government appear 
to qualify for this loyalty. 


The CAN called upon the government to guarantee the safety and security of 
lives of Christians and their property at all times because ‘enough is enough'. 


The statement was signed by C.0O. Williams, CAN general secretary, and A.O. 
Okogie, president. [EPS] 
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COMMITTEE. ON NGOs SAYS AMERICAN PEACE INITIATIVES A SMOKE-SCREEN 


The Geneva-based International Coordinating Committee for Non-Governmental 
Organizations on the Question of Palestine has said American diplomatic 
activities and attempts to offer ‘new solutions' to the Middle East conflict 
are largely a smoke-screen designed to influence international public opinion 
rather than deal with genuine, peaceful solutions. 


In a letter to all non-governmental organizations, which include Christian 
bodies (30 April), the Committee says the USA and other member states of the 
coalition are caught in the trap of their promises made during the (Persian) 
Gulf. crisis. 


Noting that UN resolutions and frameworks already exist for negotiating peace 
in the Middle East, the Committee says US proposed peace plans are only 
delaying tactics to a final solution to the conflicts in the region. 


Meanwhile, in an unrelated development, the International Conference of 
Fellowship of Evangelical Mission Theologians (ICFEMT) held a conference of 
theologians early last month in Osijek, Yugoslavia, under the theme 'Freedom 
and Justice in Church-State Relations'. 


The meeting, which was attended by 85 persons from Africa, Europe, Asia and 
North and South America, was called to discuss the importance of changes in 
Eastern Europe’ and how these affect the life and mission of the churches. 


Other issues discussed include the role of religion in shaping national 
identities and cooperation among Christians of differing traditions and 
national backgrounds. [EPS] 
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INDIA: RC BISHOPS TO HOLD CONSULTATION ON TOURISM j 
The Catholic Bishops' Conference of India is to hold a consultation on tourism 
under the theme, ‘Human Cost in. Modern Tourism; A Challenge’ to all 
religions'. The consultation, to be held from 4-9 November, will address 
among other topics, the destructive elements of modern tourism, and 
alternative forms of tourism. [EPS] . 


EPS 91.05.11 
KENYA: CHURCHES FORM SINGLE BROADCASTING NETWORK 
Church broadcasters in Kenya have teamed to form a single network. Called 
the Kenya Christian Broadcasting Secretariat, it brings together ‘the 
broadcasting activities of the National Council of Churches in Kenya, the 
Evangelical Fellowship of Kenya, the Seventh-day Adventists and the Roman 
Catholic Secretariat. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.12 

NAMIBIA: BISHOP APOLOGISES TO NAMIBIANS FOR PAST SOUTH AFRICAN ACTIONS 

South African Anglican bishop of Natal has apologized to a Namibian church 
congregation for the ‘terrible things' which white South Africans did to 
Namibia. Michael Nuttal told a church congregation in Odibo that as a ‘white 
South African I have to acknowledge my share in the sin of white South Africa, 
its sin in my own country, its sin in Namibia and Angola and in other 
countries of Southern Africa as well'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.13 

US OFFICIALS DISCUSS RELIGIOUS FREEDOM WITH CHINESE LEADERS 

Two United States congressmen, Christopher Smith and Frank Wolf, met in late 
March with Chinese Premier Li Peng and other high ranking officials and warned 
that China's Most Favoured Nation trading status with the US was in jeopardy 
if China did not improve its human rights and religious freedom record. The 
congressmen handed Peng a letter signed by 110 members of the US Congress, 
asking for the release of 77 Chinese Christians who have been imprisoned or 
placed under house arrest. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.14 
GERMANY : ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH BOMBED 
A bomb explosion blew in doors of St Paul's Roman Catholic Church in Munich 
(18 April), and damaged the interior of the building, according to a police 
statement. The motive for the attack was not known. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.15 

VENEZUELA: RC CHURCH LEADER ATTACKS CORRUPTION 

Roman Catholic Auxiliary bishop of the Venezuelan capital Caracas, Mario 
Moronta, has criticized the Venezuelan political establishment for 'the 
corruption, demagoguery and the vile deceit' practised by ‘the political class 
in our country'. He said the people ‘have been betrayed by those who pretend 
to be servants of the nation, while they only have been taking care of 
becoming more and more opulent'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.16 

CANADA: UNITED CHURCH TO FORM TASK FORCE ON ABUSE AND HARASSMENT 

The United Church of Canada (UCC) has approved a recommendation which would 
pave the way for the formation of a Task Group on harassment and abuse. The 
Task Group will be responsible for gathering information about existing UCC 
policies on sexual harassment, evaluation of policies and action guidelines. 
The Task Group will report its findings to the General Council Sub-Executive 
later this year. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.05.17 
BIBLE TRANSLATOR KILLED IN SUDAN 
The UK-based United Bible Societies has reported that Ezra Lawi, one of the 
main Sudanese translators of the Bible into the Moru language, was fatally 
wounded (29 March) after being caught in crossfire during a battle between 
government forces and the Sudanese People's Liberation Army near the southern 
town of Juba. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.18 

ECUMENICAL APPEAL ON ETHIOPIA LAUNCHED 

An appeal for 1 million US dollars for relief and other assistance for 
Ethiopia has been launched by the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. The appeal says in 
its assessment of the current situation in Ethiopia, that the country faces a 
food deficit of 800 000 tons in 1991 due to crop failure. Other contributing 
factors include the on-going civl war. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.19 
RWANDA: THEOLOGICAL CENTRE AWARDED UNIVERSITY STATUS 
The four major Christian churches in Rwanda - Baptist, Episcopal, Methodist 
and Presbyterian - have established a theology faculty at Butare Theological 
School. The faculty will offer four-year degree-level courses. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.20 

KENYA: EXPENDITURE ON MILITARY CRITICISED 

A workshop organized by the National Council of Churches in Kenya (4-8 March 
in Nairobi) criticised some African countries whose expenditure on the 
military exceeded spending on education, health, food production and other 
services. The workshop noted that some governments spent as much as 40 
percent of their Gross National Product on the military while essential public 
services received little attention. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.21 

ZIMBABWE : CHRISTIAN WOMEN URGED TO KNOW THEIR LEGAL RIGHTS 

A national conference of the Young Women's Christian Association meeting in 
Bulawayo (13 April) was told that there is a lack of awareness among 
Zimbabwean women of the laws designed to protect them. Justice Mavis Gibson, 
a Zimbabwe High Court judge told over 300 participants that there was an 
urgent need to ‘launch programmes that will educate women, especially in the 
rural areas' about these laws. ‘Without such knowledge’, she added, women 
will not be able to defend their ‘rightful place in society’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.22 

USA: EPISCOPAL DIOCESE STRENGTHENS LINKS WITH GULF PARTNERS 

The Rio Grande diocese (New Mexico, USA) of the Episcopal Church in the USA 
has established a ‘companion-diocese arrangement’ with the Anglican Diocese of 
Cyprus and the (Persian) Gulf. The arrangement follows a visit to New Mexico 
last November by Gulf-based Anglican bishop John E. Brown. The agreement 
which goes into effect later this year involves both financial assistance as 
well as ‘prayer and fellowship’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.23 
SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL WELCOMES GOVT COMMUTAL OF DEATH SENTENCES 
Following the South African government's decision (16 April) to commute death 
sentences imposed on 17 people, the SACC issued a statement welcoming the 


government action. The statement said the SACC was jubilant that people are 
being given a chance to continue a life during which they may re-evaluate 
their position and role in society. ‘It is our firm belief', said the 


statement, ‘that life is the Lord's and nobody should take it away'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.05.24 
ECUTEXT: Pentecost Message from the World Council of Churches 


[Pentecost this year is 19 May. This message is from the presidents of the 
World Council of Churches - Anna Marie Aagard (Denmark), Vinton Anderson. 
(USA), Leslie Boseto (Solomon Islands), Priyanka Mendis (Sri. Lanka), 
Parthenios of Alexandria (Egypt), Eunice Santana (Puerto Rico), Pope Shenouda 
III (Egypt), Aaron Tolen (Cameroon). J 


This is our first Pentecost message, and we send it to you in the love of 
Christ which binds us together. 


At our assembly in Canberra we called upon the Holy Spirit to come and renew 
the whole creation. The Spirit is one and holy, the eternal gift of God to 
the Church of Christ, a gift for the whole creation and all of humanity. The 
Spirit is the sole source of our freedom and joy. 


Christ promised his disciples that he would not leave them alone, that they 
would not be orphans when he left them. Sent by the Father in Jesus' name, 
the Spirit would come and remain with them and with the Church that through 
them would come into being, and with the world to which Christ came (John 1:9). 


The Church celebrates her birthday on the day of Pentecost: 


When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and 
it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to 
them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them... 
And all .who believed were together, and had all things in common (Acts 
2:1-4,44). 


In the presence and power of the same Spirit we continue our journey together, 
towards the goal to which we are called and guided. 


Pentecost is the revelation after Christ's resurrection. It marks’ the 
beginning of the new age. With the descent of the Holy Spirit, ‘the Lord and 
giver of life', we pass from the Old to the New Testament. From now on we 


live in the Holy Spirit. 


The Holy Spirit is the Paraclete, the defender of the church, the Spirit of 


truth, freedom and unity. The Spirit grants all God's gifts and charismata 
without any distinction, equally, to all nations, to all humanity, to the 
whole created order. The Spirit dispels disorder and chaos. The Spirit 


frees us from the curse of Babel, uniting us and giving us understanding. 
The Holy Spirit inaugurates in the church the messianic revelation, the new 
history of the people of God, celebrating the victory over death and sin and 
the life of resurrection, and prefiguring the New Jerusalem. 


Pentecost recapitulates all that has gone before: the nativity of our Lord, 
his life, his passion, his crucifixion, his burial, his resurrection. All 
people and the whole oikoumene participate in this feast through their prayer 
"Come, Holy Spirit’. Today indeed the hope of eternal life is fulfilled, for 
we know the alpha and the omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 
end. [over 


pentecost message/2 


On that day of Pentecost Christ became the eternal witness in the Spirit. 
Today he invites us to become his witnesses. 


This is the day of the unity of all. We are one, as Christ is one with the 
Father, and the Father with the Son and the Holy Spirit. Today we become one 
in the Holy Spirit, with the Son and the Father. This ‘oneness', this unity 
is the greatest gift of God. We are all brothers and sisters, no one is 
alone, no one is a stranger. In the house of Pentecost, the Church, we are 
all together, and no one is isolated. 


The Holy Spirit unites us with the enemy, the friend and the stranger; the 
prisoner, the captive and the poor; the refugee, the migrant and the 
Aboriginal; the minorities, the homeless and alien; the suffering, the sick 
and the wounded; the lost and the hopeless; the little ones and the least 
ones; the faithful and the unbelieving. 


The Holy Spirit rests on each one of us and on all humanity, fills all men and 
women, the heaven and the earth, the sea and the air, all things created by 
God. ‘And God saw everything that he had made, and behold; it was very 
good" «a(Gen»1331). Therefore, it becomes our primary duty to keep all 
creation good. 


On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gives life; so we are called to give 
life. The Spirit comforts, and so must we. The Spirit inspires, and so 
should we; forgives, and we too must forgive. The Spirit frees, and calls 
us to free all who are in bondage. Granting justice to us the Spirit calls 
us to work for justice for all. Granting us peace, the Spirit sends us to 
become peace-makers. 


So let us on this day of Pentecost pray together, and for one another, and 
beseech the Paraclete to remain with us and our churches and the fellowship of 
our churches where we seek and celebrate our unity. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.25 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Letter On Violence In Armenia 


[The following letter was sent on 3 May to the President of the USSR, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, by Emilio Castro, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, and Jean Fischer, General Secretary of the Conference of European 
Churches ] 


...We have received reliable information about continuing and systematic 
violence against Armenian people in the region, especially near the 
Azerbaijan-Armenian border. In the last few days scores of people have been 
killed, houses demolished and a large number of people forced to flee as a 
result of bombardment by the Soviet armed forces and Azerbaijan special 
troops. There appears to be a deliberate attempt to change the demographic 
composition of the region by forcible deportation of Armenians. This is 
bound to make the resolution of the Karabagh issue even more complicated. 


We earnestly appeal to you to take immediate steps to ensure the safety of the 
Armenian people in the region so that they can continue to live in their 
homeland with peace and dignity. 


The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches are keen 
to’ see that’*the issue regarding Nagorny Karabagh is resolved peacefully, 
respecting the legitimate rights of the Armenian people. This is a matter on 
which we have already made representations to your government. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 91.05.26 
ECUVIEW: Christians and the Law in India (P. Bhaskar Rao) 


[Rao is Vice-Principal, Andhra Christian College, Guntur, India: This item 
first appeared in the March issue of Religion and Society. ] 


Christians in India are a heterogeneous people. Although Christianity does 
not believe in the practice of inequalities, Christians maintain all ‘such 
social evils which they have inherited from their age-old association with the 
native customs, traditions and rituals, chiefly the caste practices and 
concepts of the twice born, high born and low born. Indian Christians come 
from all castes, races and tribes or parts or groups of such communities. 
There is a singular unity in a complex diversity. 


The salutary factor that knits them together is their religious. belief 
(faith); otherwise, they are as diverse in all other aspects as the Hindus 
are. All people are born into some caste or the other in the country. The 
conversion or reconversion from the Hindu religion to Christianity and, back 
and forth, does not absolve a person from the caste affiliation/membership. ... 


The law in India is equally applicable to all persons and citizens. All are 
governed by the ‘rule of law', with, of course, a few exceptions in the form 
of guarantees and protection. Christians by reason of their religion and 


their numbers are a ‘minority’ along with other religious and linguistic 
minorities. 


Such minorities are guaranteed their fundamental rights for establishing and 
administering educational institutions of their choice, and to safeguard their 
distinctive characters. This right can be made use of only when they are 
able to mobilise human resources for dispelling darkness, ignorance and 
illiteracy and for disseminating knowledge. ... 


Another factor needs to be examined in respect of Christians. Statistics 
reveal that more than 80 percent of Christians are from the erstwhile 
‘Panchama’ communities who are designated as Scheduled Castes, now calling 
themselves Dalits. They are Christians of Scheduled Caste origin. The 
Hindu Scheduled Castes, Sikh Scheduled Castes, Buddhist Scheduled Castes and 
the Christian Scheduled Castes are of one and the same stock. Their social, 
economic, political and cultural conditions are the same. They may practice 
among themselves inter-dining and occasionally inter-marriages. They are 
subject to all kinds of caste disabilities. They suffer commonly from the 
social stigma of untouchability. They are equally exploited, oppressed and 
dehumanised. Their dignity is outraged and justice is denied to them. They 
are subjected to cruel forms of atrocities like arson, rape, murder and 
genocide. ... 


Untouchability stands prohibited under the constitution. Consequently, 
Parliament enacted the Untouchability Offences Act, 1955, and the Act was 
amended and renamed as The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1975. The 


practice of untouchability in any form is declared a cognizable offence and 
punishments of fine or imprisonment or both are provided... 


Insofar as marriage, divorce, succession and inheritance of property are 
concerned, Christians in general are governed, controlled and regulated by 
their own Personal Laws, irrespective of caste or denominational differences. 
However, Christians of SC origin remain the most vulnerable section of Indian 
society. After the dawn of Independence and the promulgation of our 
Constitution, their freedoms have been curtailed and abridged and they are 
reduced to third-rate citizenship in the country. ... [EPS] 
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The new WCC Central Committee meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings: 


3-4 July Executive Committee 

5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 

17-19 September Executive Committee 

20-27 September Central Committee 


A conference on Media and Theological Education will be held 10-12 
September, in Edinburgh/Scotland. It is being organized by the Edigburgn 
University's department of Christian Ethics and Practical ieee ited iaia 


The Pacific Conference of Churches' 6th Assembly will be held in Washidial 25 
August-4 September. Theme of the assembly is Born Into A Living Hope, 
Proclaiming A Living Hope. 


The WCC Communication Department is preparing many resources to assist in 
reporting and interpreting the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
February). Some are already available; others will be released soon. They 
are in the form of publications (books), audio-visuals, and audio: cassettes. 
For a complete list and order form, write to; WCC Publications, Box 2100, 
CH-1200 Geneva 2. 


The following new books are available from WCC Publications, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2. , ; 


Living in Convenant with God and One Another, A guide to the Study of 
Sexuality and Human Relations by Robin Smith. Price: Sfr 15.--, US$9.95: 
and 5.95 UK pounds. 


One Wind, Many Flames by Bernard Thorogood 
Price: Sfr 9.90, US$6.95 and 3.95 UK pounds. 


The Churches in International Affairs, a compilation of 1987-90 reports 
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) of the 
World Council of Churches. Price: Sfr 18.90, US$12.95 and 7.95 UK pounds. © 
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EPS 91.05.27 
ECUMENICAL TEAM VISIT TO SOVIET ARMENIA PLANNED 


Following the recent violent unrest and fighting in the Soviet republic of 
Azerbaijan and especially on the Armenian-Azerbaijan border, the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches (WCC) is planning to send an ecumenical team to 
visit Armenia and other affected areas. 


The purpose of the visit is to gather information about the situation and to 
share it with the global church and to offer pastoral support to the churches 
in the affected areas. 


In the past three years, the WCC has made several representations to the 
Soviet government regarding the rights of the Armenian people of Nagorno 
Karabagh, currently part of Azerbaijan. For decades, the area which has an 
Armenian population of between 100 000 and 150 000, has been claimed by both 
Azerbaijan and Armenia. 


Ninan Koshy, World Council of Churches director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, said the WCC has received several appeals 
from Catholicos Vasken I, head of the Armenian Apostolic Church, a member of 
the WCC. He said Vasken I has on these occasions expressed distress at the 
killings and forcible deportations of a large number of Armenians’ from 
Azerbaijan. 


Commenting on the situation there, Koshy observed that the conflict has 
escalated mainly due to the actions of the forces of the Soviet ministry of 
the interior and the Soviet army against a number of Armenian villages 
Situated on the border. 


The Soviet authorities have insisted that the operation is an attempt to deal 
with armed Armenian groups, which they say have made several attacks on Soviet 
troops. In the operation, several villages inside Azerbaijan have been 
destroyed, and at least 50 people killed and several others forced to seek 
refuge in Yerevan and other parts of Armenia. 


Koshy said the developments there have to be seen against the background of 
two larger complex issues, namely, the future of Nagorno Karabagh and the 
Armenian process towards independence after it declared sovereignty last 
August. 


He added that for the last four years, several proposals have been made about 
the status of Nagorno Karabagh without any of them satisfying both parties in 
the conflict. He observed that the Baltic states, Georgia, Moldavia, and 
Armenia declined to sign the recent agreement between the Soviet central 
government and the republics, making Azerbaijan the only signatory in the 
Transcaucas region. 


During his visit to Geneva earlier this month, Armenian Vice President Papken 
Ararktsian shared information with the organizations based in the Ecumenical 
Centre about the recent developments in Armenia. 


Following the re-opening of a large number of churches in Armenia, there has 
been a spiritual revival. Sunday schools and other church actitivites are 
flourishing, said Koshy. 


In Nagorno Karabagh, the churches have been closed for decades. A few of them 
were allowed to open two years ago, but recent reports indicate that they have 
been closed or not allowed to function again. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.05.28 
DIVISIONS IN EUROPE DOMINATE ECUMENICAL COUNCIL MEETING 


The Presidium and the Advisory Committee of the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) met jointly (23-30 April in Liebrauenberg/France) to discuss 
issues affecting the church including the new divisions emerging in Europe at 
both the church and the state levels. 


The meeting noted with 'sadness' the emerging ‘tensions and divisions within 
and between some of the churches in Europe’. The meeting further noted that 
the causes of such divisions were political rather than religious. 


The two groups later adopted a statement entitled, 'The Danger of the Economic 
Divide in Europe', in which they expressed ‘deep concern' about the economic 
hardships being experienced by many European countries. They urged national 
leaders and ‘those who control the economies' to help change the present 
socio-economic systems. 


The joint meeting also issued a statement on the death penalty and noted that 
this form of punishment violated the fundamental human right to life of every 
individual and expressed an unconditional opposition to it. 


The meeting urged the CEC member churches to advocate the abolition of the 
death penalty, to make appeals to their governments to halt all executions and 
to provide legal assistance to people facing the threat of capital punishment. 


An invitation to the CEC to attend a Special Synod of the European [Roman 
Catholic] Bishops' Conference in Rome later this year was accepted by the 
joint meeting. The meeting also confirmed the dates and venue of the next 
CEC Assembly scheduled for 1-12 September 1992 in Prague, Czechoslovakia which 
had been approved earlier. 


On conscientious objection, the meeting resolved to request CEC member 
churches to approach their governments with a view to introducing legislation 
allowing for the right to refuse to serve in the military on grounds of 
belief. 


The two groups further approved plans for holding the 5th European Ecumenical 
Encounter (EPS 91.03.77) in Santiago de Compostela/Spain from 13 to 18 
November. The encounters, held every three or four years, are _ hosted 
alternately by the Conference of European Churches and the Council of European 
[Roman Catholic] Bishops' Conferences. 


Other items approved by the joint meeting include a new CEC constitution 
currently being studied by member churches to be adopted at the CEC Assembly 
next year. 


The meeting sent a message to the participants in the talks on Northern 
Ireland and expressed the hope that the discussions will produce a political 
settlement acceptable to all parties in the crisis. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.29 
TURKEY: ARMENIAN CHURCH BUILDING DEMOLISHED 
The US-based News Network International reports that Turkish authorities 
demolished an Armenian church building under construction on Kanali Island 


near the capital Istanbul early last month. Municipal workers who carried 
out the demolition said they were acting on orders from Ankara, the seat of 
the Turkish government. Christians account for three percent of the Turkish 


population of 55 million. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.05.30 
ANC ANNOUNCES BREAK IN TALKS, WCC APPEALS FOR CONTINUED CONTACTS 


The African National Congress announced (18 May) that it was suspending all 
talks with the South African government on the country's constitutional future 


until its demands are met by the authorities. 


Last month, the ANC set out its demands in an ultimatum which called for the 


dismissal of the country's ministers of defence and law and order. The 
organization also called for legislation outlawing the carrying of weapons, 
traditional or otherwise, at public assemblies. When the deadline for its 


ultimatum passed, the ANC extended it for a further seven days. 


Earlier, the Geneva-based World Council of Churches (WCC) appealed to the 
African National Congress not to break off talks and other contacts with the 
South African government. 


In a letter to the ANC Executive Committee-(13 May), General Secretary Emilio 
Castro said the WCC had been following the developments in South Africa and 
shared ‘your’ profound concern and consternation about the continuing violence 
and the government's inability and unwillingness to implement its agreements 
with the ANC. 


The letter commended the ANC's firmness and determination to pursue with the 
government the urgent need to implement fully the agreements and to create 
conditions conducive to fruitful negotiations. 


The letter read in part: ‘While fully understanding the reasons for your 
demands to the government and the proposed course of action, we appeal to you 
not to break off the talks, and not to give any room for the government to 
leave the path: of negotiations’. 


Following the ANC announcement of the breakdown in the negotiation process, 
the South African Council of Churches called an emergency meeting (21 May) of 
all church leaders to discuss ‘this alarming stalemate’ and to decide what 
role the church should play at ‘this critical time', according to a statement 
Signed by SACC General Secretary Frank Chikane. 


The statement read: 'The churches feel that a peace conference must take place 
with representatives of all the communities affected by the violence. Only 
the fullest possible participation of all groups in South Africa will ensure 
the success of the conference and deal appropriately with the violence which 
is ravaging our country.' [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.31 
TUTU SAYS MANDELA TRIAL FAIR 


Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu expressed 'shock' at the 
severity of the sentence passed by a South African court on Winnie Mandela. 


Mandela was convicted on four counts of kidnapping and four as an accessory 
and was sentenced to six years in jail. 


Noting that ‘something untoward had happened' which prompted the judge to 
impose the sentence, Tutu said that he thought Mandela would receive a 
Suspended sentence. He added that Mandela ‘had a fair trial as could be 
expected in the circumstances’. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.05.32 
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN WOMEN MEET, URGE IMMEDIATE STEPS TO PEACE 


A Women's Conference on Israeli-Palestinian Peace (13-15 May in 
Geneva/Switzerland) called for the ‘immediate implementation' of the United 
Nations Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 which call for a peaceful 
resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 


The two resolutions also call for a peaceful co-existence of both Israel and 
Palestine, each within secure and internationally-recognized boundaries. 


The conference is the first one since the end of the (Persian) Gulf war to 
bring Palestinian and Israeli women under one roof to discuss peace and to 
consider concrete proposals towards a negotiated settlement to the Middle East 
crisis. Women from 13 other countries also attended the meeting. 


In a final statement, the conference expressed support for negotiations 
between the Israeli government and the Palestinian Liberation Organization 
(PLO). 


The statement read in part: ‘We believe that women have aé_e special 
responsibility in signalling the urgent need for peace between Israelis and 
Palestinians, in the absence of which the vicious cycle of violence will 
accelerate’. 


The meeting called for a stop to the expansion of Israeli settlements in the 
Occupied Territories currently underway to accommodate thousands of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. The meeting also demanded the immediate re-opening of all 
schools and universities in the Occuppied Territories. 


The meeting noted that the transfer of arms to the region will not solve the 
current crisis but that peace could come ‘only through negotiations and the 
conclusion of peace treaties based on guaranteed security for all parties 
involved’. 


On the economic problems facing the Occupied Territories, the meeting urged a 
halt to all confiscation of land and water resources from the areas. The 
conference called for the establishment of an independent infrastructure in 
the Occupied Territories which would lay the foundation for a_ future 
Palestinian state. 


The meeting was sponsored by the Women's International League for Peace and 
Freedom (WILPF), the World Young Women's Christian Association (WYWCA), the 
World Council of Churches' (WCC) Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, and Women for Peace (WP) of Geneva. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.33 

CLOSER TIES FOR METHODISTS URGED 

Over 30 bishops from four US-based Methodist denominations have made 
preliminary moves that could lead to the tightening of their common ties of 
Wesleyan heritage, including authorizing a joint commission to study possible 
union. In a statement, the bishops representing the African Methodist 
Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal and 
United Methodist churches approved a resolution requesting each of the four 
denominations to ‘petition their respective General Conferences to authorize a 
study commission for the purpose of exploring possible merger'. [EPS] 
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WCC LAUNCHES APPEAL FOR BANGLADESH 


The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches has launched an appeal for 500 000 US 
dollars to assist victims of the cyclone which devastated some areas of 
Bangladesh (29/30 April). 


Over 138 000 people died, thousands more displaced, and livestock, houses, 
telecommunications and crops destroyed. One estimate puts the total damage 
caused by the cyclone at 1.4 billion US dollars. 


A situation report issued by the Bangladesh-based relief agency, Ranjpur 
Dinajpur Rural Service (RDRS), says the most immediate needs for the victims 
of the cyclone include food and shelter. 


The RDRS says transportation of relief materials to the affected areas is 
still difficult. The Chittagong port through which most of the relief 
supplies could be chanelled is still unusable because of the dozens of sunken 
water vessels and damage to loading/unloading equipment. 


Meanwhile, several ecumenical bodies have responded through relief and other 
efforts to the victims of the cyclone. 


The Church World Service, a relief arm of the (US) National Council of 
Churches announced (3 May) that all relief goods which it stockpiled in 
Bangladesh over the past several years were being released for distribution to 
the survivors of the cyclone. 


In addition, the NCC says an appeal for an emergency fund of 200 000 US 
dollars has been launched. The NCC says it will also contribute to a relief 
air shipment along with Dutch Interchurch Aid, Bread for the World and 
Caritas-Germany. 


Another US-based relief agency, Baptist World Aid, said (3 May) that it was 
launching a special Bangladesh cyclone appeal. The agency said it was making 
an immediate contribution of 15 000 US dollars to Bangladesh-based relief 
agencies. [EPS] 
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SWITZERLAND: CAMPAIGN TO STOP FLOW OF CAPITAL FROM THIRD WORLD LAUNCHED 


Two Switzerland-based bodies, the Declaration of Bern Group and the Action 
Group Financial Centre Switzerland-Third World, have launched a campaign to 
stop ‘illegal money transfers' from the Third World into Swiss banks. 


In a letter to all non-governmental organizations which include Christian 
bodies in Africa, Asia and Latin America, the two groups said Swiss banks are 
holding between 160 to 200 billion US dollars in private bank accounts and 
other assets from the Third World. The majority of these assets, says the 
letter, were obtained fraudulently by fugitives, dictators, tax evaders and 
other currency offenders. 


By doing so, the two groups say, Switzerland is colluding with corrupt elites 
and governments of the Third World in increasing poverty among the people 
there. 


The letter calls for an immediate stop to the ‘flight of capital' from the 
Third World and urges changes in Swiss banking laws. [EPS] 
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MIDDLE EAST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES APPEALS FOR PEACE IN ARMENIA 


The Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) sent a letter to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev earlier this month appealing for Soviet government ‘intervention in 
disturbances' in Armenia. 


Signed by General Secretary Gabriel Habib, the letter said the MECC has 
gathered an ‘alarming picture' of events in Nagorno-Karabagh and other areas. 


The MECC also said it was disturbed by the bloodshed, hostage-taking, 
deportation and persecution in the districts of Shahumyan, Getashen, and in 
the border areas of Azerbaijan and Armenia. 


The letter read in part: ‘Such violence cannot but render the peaceful 
resolution of the Karabagh issue more difficult. It will cause further hatred 
between peoples of the region and lead to serious demographic changes. We 
seek your direct mediation in order to put an immediate end to the ongoing 
violence there, and thus contribute to a just solution of the conflict between 
the Azerbaijani and Armenian peoples.' 


In another letter sent to Catholicos Vasken I, head of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, the MECC expressed solidarity with the Armenian people ‘during this 
particularly difficult time’ and pledged to continue praying ‘for peace in 
your lands and the whole Soviet Union’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.37 
KENYA: CHRISTIAN CRUSADE ATTACKED BY RIOT POLICE 


Nearly 30 people were injured, five of them seriously, when riot police 
reportedly attacked a group of Christians who had gathered for a crusade in 
Nyeri district, 160 kms north of Nairobi, late April. 


The crusade which was organized by Timothy Njoya of the Presbyterian Church of 
East Africa, was about to start when riot police charged and tear-gassed the 
group for allegedly holding the meeting without a government license. [In the 
stampede that followed, 30 people were reportedly injured. 


In an unrelated development, the Roman Catholic church leadership in Kenya has 
urged the Kenyan government to repeal detention laws and called for greater 
freedom of expression. 


They said in a letter to the government that human rights in Kenya were not 
respected, and stated 'we want to emphasize that human rights are God-given'. 


The bishops said they were disappointed with the way the government treated 
the issue of detainees, adding that ‘change for the better must be faced no 
matter how painful it might be'. 


The letter added: ‘Our pastoral mission would not be fulfilled unless we 
constantly relate the Gospel to the people's actual personal and social life’. 


On refugees, the bishops said they were alarmed by the numbers of people 
seeking refuge in Kenya because of repression in their home countries. 


They noted that the ‘lack of social concern for the poor, the discrimination 
of persons and groups on account of tribal or political views' are the causes 
of ‘this shameful situation in which Africans are persecuted by Africans’. 
[EPS] 
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MEMBERS WHO RE-MARRY TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR CHURCH OF ENGLAND ORDINATION 


After six years of debate, a law which will permit Church of England members 
who are divorced and remarried, or those who married divorcees to be ordained 
will finally be passed later this year. 


Called the Clergy Ordination Measure, the law has in the recent past met 
opposition from church members who feel that its passing will increase the 
divorce rate in England. 


In July 1989, the Church of England General Synod put the proposed law before 
the House of Commons for debate. It was rejected at the time but later 
re-submitted unamended in February 1990 and was passed by a vote of 228 to 106. 


Last year, four members of the Church of England Synod took the Archbishops of 
Canterbury and York to court in an effort to stop the law's promulgation. The 
court, however, rejected the case against the two archbishops. 


Following a majority vote in the House of Lords in favour of the motion, the 
Church of England General Synod is now planning to recover the substantial 
legal costs from the four Synod members. 


One of the four, Margaret Brown, expressed disappointment at the outcome of 
the court case and maintained that the law was contrary to Christ's teaching 
on marriage and is in direct contravention of the seventh commandment. 


She noted that once passed, the law would open the ‘floodgates' and increase 
the divorce rate in England. 


"We do expect the clergy to set a standard and be whiter than white', she 
argued. 


Under British law, the established (national) Church of England cannot change 
some laws which govern its practice until they have been debated upon and 
passed by parliament. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.39 
AUSTRALIA: NEW ECUMENICAL BODY A STEP CLOSER TO BEING SET UP 


The Australian-based Religion Watch reports that a new ecumenical body to 
succeed the Australian Council of Churches (ACC) has moved a step closer to 
being formed, with the Catholic bishops unanimously approving a draft 
discussion document outlining the proposal. 


The draft proposal which is also being put before the ACC and the Lutheran 
Church in Australia, will be distributed across all interested 
denominations. 


Responses will be sought by mid-November when the drafting of a constitution 
for the new body will begin. 


The draft proposal suggests that the basis of the new body be similar to that 
of the present ACC, but more extensive in its reference to common witness, 
proclamation and service. It also suggests a national policy-making forum of 
100 members, to meet every two years. [EPS] 
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NETHERLANDS : GULF WAR AFTERMATH ‘GOLDEN' TIME FOR DIALOGUE 


The aftermath of the (Persian) Gulf war has been described as a 'golden' time 
for dialogue between Christians and Muslims. 


Diana Eck, World Council of Churches' moderator of the Working Group of the 
sub-unit on Dialogue with Peoples of Living Faiths, and professor of 
comparative religions and Indian studies at Harvard University, said Muslims 
did not perceive the war so much as a Muslim-Christian clash but rather as a 
confrontation between Islam and the West. 


She said in an interview last month with the US-based Religious News Service 
that Christians and Muslims have negative stereotypes of each other, with 
Muslims seeing Christians through the eyes of the Crusades and Christians 
seeing Muslims through the eyes of Jihad (Muslim holy war). 


She noted that the growing fundamentalism in all religious traditions 
demonstrates that the real divisions are not so much between one religion and 
another as between people within all traditions. On the one hand, she said, 
there are people who hold their faith in an uncritical way and who build walls 
around it. On the other end of the spectrum, she added, are bridge builders 
who are no less committed to their faith but who are interested in and. 
committed to their faith. 


‘We must not make the mistake of thinking that other religions are somehow 
monolithic’, she told RNS, adding that ‘we have to be very nuanced in our 
perception of who the Muslims are'. 


She urged a continued dialogue with other faiths, noting that ‘there is no way 
that the Christians can go alone. We have to seek to work together with 
Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.41 
BRAZIL: CHRISTIANS TAKE A CRITICAL LOOK AT 500 YEARS OF EVANGELIZATION 


The Peru-based Latin America Press reports that various Christian groups in 
Brazil are promoting a more critical examination of next year's commemoration 
of 500 years of Latin American evangelization and the 500th anniversary of 
Christopher Columbus's arrival there. 


The Latin American Council of Churches, the Indigenous Mission Council, the 
Latin American Theology Network and the Institute of Religious Studies have 
produced a document, '500 Years Collective: Analysis of the Evangelization 
and Conquest of Latin America',. 


Among others, the document aims at countering offical plans for the 
celebrations which are being organized by the Vatican, and the Spanish and 
Portuguese governments. 


According to the document, the 500 years should be looked at from the 
perspective of the conquered - the indigenous peoples, blacks and women. 


It adds that a Latin American vision of the 500th anniversary cannot include 
‘forgiveness (for the wrongs committed) without self-criticism and a 
recognition of the resistance of the "defeated"'. [EPS] 
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VATICAN PREDICTS BUDGET DEFICIT 

The Vatican estimates a record 91 million US dollar shortfall in its 1991 
budget, a 6.5 percent increase from 1990. The final figure may be higher, 
according to reports, because current calculations do not include variations 
in the amount of money that must be set aside before the end of the year for a 
pension fund. It is hoped the Vatican will make up the deficit through a 
combination of annual Peter's Pence contributions and an expected 13 million 
US dollar surplus in the 1991 budget for the Vatican city-state. The figures 
were released early April after a meeting of the presidents of bishops' 
conferences held to discuss ways of helping the Vatican meet the decifit. 
[EPS] 
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INDONESIA: EDITOR ‘GUILTY' OF INSULTING ISLAM 

The former editor of the defunct Catholic-run Monitor weekly newpaper was 
sentenced (8 April) to five years in prison after a panel of judges found him 
guilty of blaspheming Islam by publishing a poll rating the Prophet Mohammed 
llth among 50 public figures. Arswendo Atmowiloto said in his defence that 
the Indonesian people are plagued by the ‘sense of majority’. According to 
Britannica World Data, 87 percent of Indonesia's 177 million population is 
counted as Muslim and 9.6 percent as Christian. [EPS] 
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PAKISTAN: CHRISTIAN PRESS ASSOCIATION CALLS FOR TOLERANCE, CALM 

Following attacks on journalists and newspapers by groups of people, the 
Pakistan Catholic Press Association (PCPA) appealed for tolerance and for 
press freedom. The appeal came in the wake of attacks by groups of people on 
a Pakistan-based BBC correspondent and a reporter for the Herald of Karachi 
newspaper. The All Pakistan Newspaper Society, the Pakistan Federal Union of 
Journalists and the All Pakistan Newspaper Editors' Council also joined in the 
condemnation of the attacks. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.45 


PHILIPPINES: CRUCIFIED WOMAN SEES RITUAL AS REPENTANCE 
A woman healer was among 8 people who were crucified last Good Friday in 
Luzon/Philippines. The woman said she saw the ritual as a_ repentance, 


absolution for her sins, and a source of funding for her chapel. [EPS] 
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KENYA: CATHOLIC BISHOPS CALL FOR RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 

The Roman Catholic bishops in Kenya have called on the Kenyan government to 
release political detainees and to repeal the law which allows the government 
to detain individuals for varied periods of time without trial. In a 
statement, the bishops noted that ‘change for the better must be faced no 
matter how painful it might be', a reference to the church's demands for 
political pluralism. The ruling KANU party of President Daniel arap Moi is 
the only legal body in Kenya. [EPS] 


| EPS 91.05.47 
CHINESE CHURCH LEADER FORCED TO TAKE DRUGS WHILE IN PRISON 

The Hong Kong-based China News and Church Report says a Chinese house church 
leader who served three years in prison was forced to take hallucinogenic 
drugs while he was imprisoned by the Chinese authorities. The unnamed church 
leader who was released in 1989 said he was jailed for his influence on 
underground Christian groups. He added that the drug caused him to be 
continually delirious. He said it took him nearly a year to recover from the 
effects of the drug. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH CRISIS COMMITTEE ‘WITNESSES* SHOOTING INCIDENT 
The South Africa Council of Churches (SACC) Crisis Committee visiting the 
strife-torn black township of Soweto (outside Johannesburg) was in the 
vicinity when a member of Inkatha opened fire and killed a woman who had been 
standing by the window of her house (2 May). Since the beginning of the 
year, hundreds of blacks have been. killed in battles between rival ANC and 
Inkatha armed groups. Residents told the committee members that the police 
who were present in the area at the time of the incident reportedly failed to 
apprehend the gunman. [EPS] 

EPS 91.05.49 
LESOTHO: CHRISTIAN LAY CENTRES URGED TO PROMOTE INTER-FAITH DIALOGUE 
Christian lay centres in Africa have been urged to promote inter-faith 
dialogue. A communiqué issued at the end of the Youth Network Steering Group 
meeting (25 April in Maseru) noted that intolerance between different faiths 
could be reduced through dialogue led by Christian lay centres. The meeting 
which was organized by the Association of Christian Lay Centres in Africa 
(ACLCA) was attended by 23 youth from 13 African countries. [EPS] 


. EPS 91.05.50 
ENGLAND: CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS TO MEET 
A conference of Christian media professionals is to be held in Sheffield/ 
England (22-27 September). More than 800 participants from 125 countries are 
expected to attend the meeting being organized by the International Christian 
Media Commission (ICMC). According to a press release from the ICMC, the 
meeting is aimed at sharing experiences and discussion of communication 
issues. [EPS] 
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BRAZIL: PRIESTS TO FORM NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
A group of Brazilian priests have banded together to form the National 
Association of Presbyters (ANP). Among the aims of ANP is to better the 


living and working conditions of member priests. ‘We need to establish new 
forms of receiving resources for priests who live in poor regions', said 
Antonio Beffa, one of the founding members of the association. According to 


Latin American Press, 14 000 active Brazilian priests work extended hours for 
little financial support. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.52 

PERU: STATE OF EMERGENCY PROMPTS ROMAN CATHOLIC CRITICISM 

The Roman Catholic Church leadership in Peru has criticized the government 
there for re-introducing the state of emergency in some parts of the 
country. The emergency has been declared to contain activities of guerrilla 
groups. The Roman Catholic leaders say the emergency is a repressive measure 
which the church ‘cannot permit' as it is ‘the legalization of the abuses 
which are committed under the name of "state of emergency"'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.53 
BAPTIST ASSEMBLY EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER CARE FOR BRITISH ELDERLY 
The 1991 British Baptist Assembly meeting last month in Bournemouth heard 


strong concerns voiced over the care of the elderly in Britain. Among the 
concerns was the closure of many homes for the elderly by local authorities, 
the high costs of private residential homes and nursing care. The meeting 


was told of cases of elderly and even handicapped people being threatened with 
eviction, or forced to depend on charities for necessities, because of high 
costs of private sector accommodation and care. [EPS] 
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PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


DEATHS : Nicolas Maro, former director (1983/84) of the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of 
Churches died on 12 April in Bujumbura/Burundi where he was Ambassador of the 
United Republic of Tanzania. 


Twila L. Cavert, 96, died 14 May in Bronxville, New York/USA. After World 
War II, Cavert carried out a study on women in 54 countries. She later 
became the chairperson of the International Conference of Church Women in 
Baarn, the Netherlands. This preceded the first WCC Assembly in Amsterdam, 
in 1948, which recommended that churches give a full range of responsibilities 
to women. 


John Robert da Costa, former Anglican Dean of Harare, Zimbabwe (1975-82) 
died on Easter day in Lancashire/UK. He was 60. John Lyttle, 58, the 
public affairs secretary to the Se rb tome of Canterbury on (29 April) from 
heart complications. 


Uganda's Roman Catholic Cardinal Emmanuel Kiwanuka Nsubuga, 77, died (20 
April) from blood cancer. C.W. Scudder, vice president emeritus of Midwest 
Baptist Theological Seminary died (1 May) at 76 in Kansas City/USA. 


APPOINTMENTS: Beth Ferris, currently interpretation secretary in the 
Refugee Service of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches has been 
appointed research director for the Life and Peace Institute, Uppsala/Sweden 
from 1 July. Emanuel Cleaver, a Methodist pastor has become the first black 
mayor of Kansas City, Missouri/USA. 


Amos Wako, a member of the WCC Human Rights Advisory Group of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, has been appointed attorney general 
of Kenya. Joel Ajo, 45, has been elected bishop of the Methodist Church in 
Cuba. He replaces Armando Rodriguez who has retired. 


Raymond Fung, current executive secretary of Evangelism on the Commission on 
World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches has been 
appointed senior secretary for the Hong Kong Christian Institute. He resumes 
his duties at the HKCI on 1 October. 


Zeb Moss, 61, succeeds Bill O'Brien as executive director of public 
affairs at the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. Greg Warner, 36, has 
been named the first full-time editor of the Associated Baptist Press. He 
will be based in Jacksonville, Florida/USA. Graham Leonard succeeds David 
Hope as new Anglican bishop of London. 


Pope John Paul II has named Tadeusz Kondrusiewicz as the new Apostolic 
Administrator of Moscow with a ‘personal rank' of Archbishop. He also named 
Kazimierz Swiatek as head of the newly established archdiocese of Minsk. 
James Lyke has become the highest-ranking black US Roman Catholic clergyman 
following his appointment as archbishop of Atlanta/Georgia. 


The Pacific Conference of Churches has announced the appointment of Peter 
Salamonsen as secretary for Justice, Peace and Development, in Suva/Fiji. 
Mehret Gebreyesus has been appointed acting director of the All Africa 
Council of Churches' (AACC) Communication Training Centre, Nairobi/Kenya. 
Martin Field is the new communications director of the Church Urban Fund, 
London. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: A Glimpse of Church Life in Nepal (Wybo Nicolai) 


[This is an abridged interview between Wybo Nicolai for News Network 
International (NNI) and Robert Karthak, a Nepalese evangelical pastor. The 
interview was carried out in March. } 


Question: Could you outline the history of the church in Nepal? 


Answer: Christianity entered Nepal 40 years ago. The church has come into 
existence, but (our) situation is very different from the situation in other 
countries. Nepal knows no denominations; we did not copy other churches in 
foreign countries. We just told our people that we are Christians. In this 
way we think the Holy Spirit has a free hand. Nepal still is a very simple 
country. Almost everybody lives in the villages, where the community 
structure is still very strong. ... 


Q: Nepal is the world's only official Hindu country. How has this affected 
the church? 


A: The church has grown under hardship, very difficult situations and great 
poverty. The church in Nepal has been a suffering church for the last 40 
years. Christians were treated as second class citizens. There has been 
much pressure both from the government and from the community. The pressure 
from the community was often much harder to resist than the pressure of the 
authorities. Christians were beaten up in the villages, and when they went 
to the local police to ask for protection, they were refused any help. Some 
went to prison. ... 


Q: It is our understanding that Christians hoped the introduction of 
democracy and the drafting of a new constitution would eliminate some of the 
legislation in place restricting Christian activities. Has there been any 
progress in this regard? 


A: Since democracy was announced last year, things (have started) 
changing. For the first time in the history of the Nepalese church, we 
received Christmas greetings from the government last year. We were also 
allowed to organize a meeting in public. This was the first time we received 
permission for it. However, we still think our problems are not yet over. 
The new constitution continues to include the clause that change of religion 
is still not allowed. Nepal will remain a Hindu kingdom. 


Q: Can you give us a specific example of the kinds of problems the church 
faces at the village level? 


A: Last Christmas, a new church was planned to be opened near Mount 
Everest. The building was to be dedicated on 23 December. When the pastor 
arrived, he was cruelly beaten up by the people living in the village. He 


did not complain, but went into prayer with eight Christians from the 
village. They prayed for several days. After a week, the people who had 
beaten them up (returned). This time they apologized and said they were 
SOLELY sive ote 


Q: You said the Nepalese church is growing rapidly, despite the illegality 
of evangelism. How do you circumvent this law? 


A: The churches have agreed with the state not to develop mission 
activities and to refrain from converting Hindus. The church is restricted 
in its activities. (But) people have a strong urge for evangelization. 
This growth is the result of individual witnessing. ... [EPS] 


BO tC’ | 
q atthe 
aan MAL W 1 


CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


vl 


x 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22) Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex: 415730 OIK CH Ecitor: 


791 6515 Ken Sililo Mubu 
(58/16) 
(29/05) 
FOR THE PERIOD 26-31 MAY 1991 
Ethiopia: prayers for peace held, WCC sends message of support 91.05.56 
Italy: ecumenical meeting reviews (Persian) Gulf war hee | 
South Africa: continuing violence prompts church leaders' reactions -58 
Nordic, Southern African ecumenical councils sign memo of understanding 59 
USA: religious leaders urge amnesty for objectors to Gulf war -60 
Portuguese-speaking African countries to discuss changes 61 
Soviet Union: laws on religion adopted in Ukraine 62 
Malaysia: ecumenical body calls for teaching of Christianity in schools -63 
Church of Scotland re-affirms commitment to women's ordination 64 
Churches urged to take initiative on media policy -65 
Data bank for Asian Christian communicators planned - 66 
USA: ‘moral war' needed to save black families ~67 
More than 20 000 Christians killed in Iraq, says report - 68 
Zimbabwe: ground broken for first church university 69 
Israel: fundamentalist Christian group honoured 70 
Soviet Union: Adventists launch tv programme Py dh 
Uganda: Roman Catholic missionary killed by gunmen ey fr 
Chinese Christian prisoner released Fy 
French Catholic missionary released 74 
Turkey: human rightist set free by authorities iy t-) 
Greece: court ruling on two conscientious objectors postponed 76 
Japan: suit filed against Unification Church PH aS 
Castro of WCC sends message to Korean churches 78 
ECUTEXT: Church-State Relations in Cuba 79 
ECUVIEW: The Chinese Church as I See It - 80 


Nenical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
Worid Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 


SSarily those of the WCC or the partners 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 58 / Issue 16 
SHOPTALK 


EPS annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 62.50 Canadian, 65 
Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 99.50 Dutch, 295 
French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. EPS appears about three times a month. 


kekekRkkekRkRkekRKkRKekRKRKR KR KR KR KR KR KRKEKRHRHRHREKR HK KH KKK KK 


The new WCC Central Committee meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings: 


3-4 July Executive Committee 
5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 
17-19 September Executive Committee 


20-27 September Central Committee 


Womankind Worldwide is a new development agency dedicated to supporting 
women's groups and organizations. It finances projects and programmes that 
meet women's long term development needs. The address is 122 Whitechapel, 
High St., London El 7PT, UK. 


The WCC Communication Department is preparing many resources to assist in 
reporting and interpreting the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
February). Some are already available; others will be released soon. They 
are in the form of publications (books), audio-visuals, and audio cassettes. 
For a complete list and order form, write to; WCC Publications, Box 2100, 
CH-1200 Geneva 2. 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS,,Box 2100, 
Geneva 2: 


situation report (#2, 24 May) on ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka 
Situation report (#1, 17 may) on Albanian refugees in Italy 
Situation report (#1, 21 May) on Bangladesh cyclone 


Christians For The Year 2000, is a church rally on Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation (JPIC) being planned by Geneva-based churches to be held 
in the exhibition hall, Palexpo. The event is scheduled for 30 November- 

1 December, 1991. 
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ETHIOPIA: PRAYERS FOR PEACE HELD, WCC SENDS MESSAGE OF SUPPORT 


A national day of prayer for peace called by the Ethiopian Religious Leaders 
Peace Council was held (23 May) across Ethiopia. 


One of the churches, the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY), 
said prayers and intercessions were offered by thousands of its members in 
more than three thousand congregations. 


The message said the prayers were held to call for a stop to the civil war 
which has caused the ‘present ravages, horrors and heavy bloodshed’ and to 
seek a spirit of reconciliation and forgiveness among all the parties to the 
conflict. 


Said the statement: '... Prayers and intercessions were being offered by our 
church over the past several years, but what makes that of today a special 
occasion is the fact that the entire nation is in a most critical situation 
now. Apparently, no citizen is certain about his or her own faith and what 
may become of the country, day in and day out.' 


On 8 May, the EECMY issued a statement in which it expressed ‘deep regret’ at 
the failure of efforts to bring about peace in Ethiopia. The EECMY said then 
that it ‘feared' the conflict would lead to greater loss of life and 
destruction of property and urged an immediate cease-fire, release of all 
political prisoners and start of peace talks. 


Former Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile Mariam resigned and fled the country 
(21 May) after ruling the country since December 1977 following a bloody power 
struggle among the military leaders who deposed the late Emperor Haile 
Selassie in 1974. 


Ethiopia has experienced one of the longest running civil wars in Africa which 
has pitted government forces against the Eritrean People's Liberation Front 
and an alliance of several other groups fighting under the Ethiopian People's 
Revolutionary Democratic Front. 


Meanwhile, the Geneva-based World Council of Churches (WCC) sent a letter (24 
May) to the churches in Ethiopia. The letter said that at this time of 
political turmoil in Ethiopia ‘we want to assure you that the people of 
Ethiopia are very much in our thoughts’. 


The letter added: 'We join you in prayers for an end to the suffering of the 
people caused by civil strife and famine. We assure you of our continuing 
support in your humanitarian programmes and realise that there are new 
pastoral demands on the churches’. 


The letter was signed by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. 


Pope John Paul II urged African political leaders (26 May) to seek peace and 
end the suffering there, particulary in strife-torn Liberia and Ethiopia. 


Speaking from St Peter's basilica in his weekly address, the pope prayed for 
‘those who can act to bring peace to that region and alleviate so much 
suffering’. 


He called for spiritual support for ‘all those in Ethiopia who are praying for 
peace in their troubled country’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.05.57 
ITALY: ECUMENICAL MEETING REVIEWS (PERSIAN) GULF WAR ; 


An ecumenical meeting to review the aftermath of the (Persian) Gulf war was 
held (in Rome/Italy 19-22 May) under the auspices of the Federation of 
Protestant Churches in Italy, the Commission of Italian Baptists, and the 
Methodist and Waldensian Churches for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation (JPIC). 


More than 17 representatives from the Middle East Council of Churches, the 
Conference of Protestant Churches of the Latin Countries of Europe, . the 
Conference of European Churches, the (US) National Council of Churches and the 
World Council of Churches came together under the theme, ‘Reconstruct Peace, 
Build Justice’. 


The participants examined the consequences of the war and ‘regretted’ the fact 
that the international media are still ‘underestimating’ the effects of the 
conflict on the societies, economies and the natural environment in the Middle 
East. 


The participants further ‘confessed their sin' for not having worked more 
effectively to avoid the war. They affirmed their commitment toward 
cooperation and reconciliation in the region. 


The meeting ‘painfully’ noted the religious implications of the war which, 
they said, resulted in a deterioration of relations between 'some groups' in 
several parts of the world, and urged continued inter-faith dialogue. 


The conference also noted the extreme complexity of the questions of justice 
and peace which the war has_ unmasked. They, therefore, called upon. the 
churches to commit themselves to peace education to prepare communities for 
alternatives to conflict situations. 


They further called upon the churches, ecumenical bodies and networks, to 
support initiatives for peace, disarmament and strategies and training for 
peace leadership at the local, regional and international levels. 


They urged ecumenical humanitarian assistance to, and partnership with the 
Middle East Council of Churches (MECC), and welcomed the proposal by the MECC 
and the Conference of European Churches for a conference of church leaders of 
the two regions aimed at developing common action to peace in the Middle East. 


On the present situation in the Middle East, the meeting expressed its support 
for a peace conference there and urged recognition of Palestinian .right to 
self-determination and statehood. 


They also called for a recognition of all states in the region, including 
Israel, and urged respect for the rights of the Kurdish people. and the 
territorial integrity and sovereignty of Lebanon and Cyprus. 


On Lebanon, the participants expressed their solidarity with. the efforts of 
the people of that country in restoring peace, rebuilding national unity and 
reconstruction. | 


Noting that the role of the United Nations as an international, political and 
moral authority has in the past been eroded, the conference said this will 
remain so until the UN can regain the confidence of all nations through the 
establishment of a ‘more democratic decision-making and effective 
implementation process’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.05.58 
SOUTH AFRICA: CONTINUING VIOLENCE PROMPTS CHURCH LEADERS' REACTIONS 


The continuing violence in a number of black townships and other areas in 
South Africa has prompted several church leaders there to issue statements 
condemning the unabated fighting. 


The South African Council of Churches (SACC) General Secretary Frank Chikane 
said 'the spear is the only obstacle’ to bringing back the negotiation process. 


The spear and other traditional items have been used extensively by members of 
the predominantly Zulu Inkatha Freedom Party in their fight against the 
African National Congress (ANC). 


On 18 May the ANC announced that it was suspending all talks with the South 
African government on the country's constitutional future until its demands, 
which include a stop to all the violence, have been met by the authorities 
(EPS 91.05.30). 


In a statement released 19 May, Chikane said there will be no solution to the 
South African impasse until the government ‘acts in a responsible way to the 
violence’. 


The South African [Roman] Catholic bishops issued a pastoral letter (17 May) 
condemning the violence. The bishops said ‘the violence inherent in the 
politics of apartheid' has left South Africa ‘with a deadly culture of 
violence’ which ‘must be replaced with a culture of peace’. 


Expressing their grief for ‘those who are suffering from the violence which is 
Sweeping our country', the bishops condemned ‘even more strongly any leaders 
who incite people to commit violence’. 


Addressing all political groups in the country, the bishops demanded that 
‘owners of firearms must not carry them in public, much less use them to 
attack others’. 


The bishops appealed to ‘every person in this country to promote a spirit of 
tolerance and cooperation in each neighbourhood and between neighbourhoods’. 


The pastoral letter warned that the process toward a negotiated settlement 
will ‘never begin' or will ‘be bound to fail, unless the present climate of 
violence is speedly brought to an end’. 


Evangelical Lutheran Church of Southern Africa (ELCSA) Bishop Manas Buthelezi 
said (20 May) that the ‘church must condemn violence by whatever weapon' 
adding that the church is obliged to ‘not only identify wrong but also to 
encourage the doing of whatever is good’. 


Buthelezi warned about the presence of a white, right-wing force which, he 
said, was instigating violence. He added that ‘the general perception 
particularly in black circles’ is that such a third force exists. 


He said the church should try to win the confidence of all political parties 
in order to minister to them, adding that the churches can help to restore 
peace since they are equipped with special instruments for ‘mutual 
understanding and mutual tolerance’. 


Meanwhile, an attempt by Christian, Hindu, Jewish and Muslim leaders to 
convene a multi-party conference on 23 May failed, according to a report from 
the Southern African Church News. [EPS] 
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NORDIC, SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECUMENICAL COUNCILS SIGN MEMO OF UNDERSTANDING 


A memorandum on cultural cooperation and understanding has been signed between 
the national Christian councils of ten African countries of the Southern 
African Development Coordinating Conference (SADDC) and church - related 
agencies and cooperating partners in five Nordic countries. 


The national Christian councils of Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia amd Zimbabwe and the churches 
in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden signed the agreement in 
mid-May in Mazenod, Lesotho. 


The objectives of the agreement are to strengthen a sense of community between 
the churches and congregations in both regions, to build a common culture with 
respect for human dignity through eradication of systems of oppression, and 
violation of human rights and sharing of information on issues of common 
interest. 


The agreement also seeks to promote programmes of exchange through visits and 
consultations among the youth, women, institutions of education and social 
work, and also for individuals working on the development of hymns, liturgy, 
drama, literature, film, art and traditional handicrafts in both regions. 


Other areas of cooperation include development of friendship between 
congregations and communities in both regions, joint programmes for developing 
ecumenical, .theological reflection, action and advocacy for liberation and 
sharing resources, experiences and training for clergy and other church 
workers. 


According to available documents, the agreement will be implemented by 
churches, national Christian councils, church-related agencies, organizations 
and institutions in both regions. 


Contacts leading to the present agreement started in 1988 when church leaders 
from both regions met in Granavolden, Norway, and again in Lesotho in 1990 to 
chart out areas of possible cooperation. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.60 
USA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS URGE AMNESTY FOR OBJECTORS TO GULF WAR 


Sixteen religious leaders from across the United States called for a legal 
amnesty for US military personnel whose consciences prevented them from taking 
up arms in the (Persian) Gulf war. 


The plea was made early May in a letter addressed to President George Bush, 
the US Congress and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 


Expressing their belief that ‘unnecessary difficulties have been created for 
those in the military who...attempted to legally apply for conscientious 
objector status and discharge from the service', the religious leaders urged 
the ‘healing act' of amnesty, and an end to ‘the punishment, trial, and 
imprisonment of objectors’. 


Among those who signed the letter were Joan Campbell, (US) National Council of 
Churches, Joseph Lowery, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Edmond 
Browning, Episcopal Church, Patricia Rumer, Church Women United, James Lapp, 
Mennonite Church, and William Schultz, Unitarian Universalist Association. 
[EPS] 
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PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING AFRICAN COUNTRIES TO DISCUSS CHANGES 


The Kenya-based All Africa Press Service (APS) reports that a workshop of 
African Portuguese-speaking countries will be held in Luanda, Angola (21-27 
July) under the theme ‘Communication For Development: Reflection on Current 
Changes in Africa’. 


Over 18 communicators including theologians, social workers and educators from 
Angola, Mozambique, Guinea Bissau, Guinea Equatorial, Cape Verde, and Sao Tome 
and Principe, are expected to attend the meeting sponsored by the Africa 
office of the London-based World Association for Christian Communication 
(WACC). 


According to APS, the meeting will provide a forum for the participants to 
reflect seriously on the role of communication in building new societies in 
Africa. 


‘Such reflections must encourage participants to devise new initiatives in 
communication studies and appropriate alternatives in communication models, 
policies and plans for their application', according to documents’) made 
available to APS. 


The workshop will also explore and identify key elements in the relationship 
between theology, ideology, economy and communication as means to educating 
and mobilizing people to work for just and sustainable solutions to their 
problems without sacrificing their dignity. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.62 
SOVIET UNION: LAWS ON RELIGION ADOPTED IN UKRAINE 


A report by the UK-based Keston News Service (KNS) says the Ukrainian Supreme 
Soviet (parliament) adopted late April, a legislation known as the ‘Law on 
freedom of conscience and religious organizations' which will make it simpler 
for religious organizations to seek official recognition. 


According to the report, the law will also permit citizens to disseminate 
religious convictions, receive religious education at home and abroad, claim 
alternative service in the army and maintain contacts with other religious 
bodies abroad. 


Other activities to be allowed by the new legislation include importation of 
religious literature and undertaking of foreign pilgrimages by believers. 


The report adds that the passing of the law means the ‘complete legalization 
of over. 10 500 parishes and congregations of more than 30 different 
confessions' such as the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church and Jehovah's Witnesses. 


According to KNS, opposition members of the Ukrainian parliament had proposed 
the abolition of the Ukrainian Council of Religious Affairs, but the motion 
was overwhelmingly defeated. 


Another issue debated by parliament, according to KNS, is the allocation of 
property such as buildings to different Christian denominations. According 
to the new legislation, only local authorities and courts have the power to do 
so at a date not yet specified. [EPS] 
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MALAYSIA: ECUMENICAL BODY CALLS FOR TEACHING OF CHRISTIANITY IN SCHOOLS 


The Hong Kong-based Asia Focus reports that the Christian Federation of 
Malaysia (CFM) has appealed to Malaysian government education authorities to 
allow the teaching of religions other than Islam in government-funded schools. 


The call was made at the Fourth National Conference of the CFM held end of 
April at Port Dickson, south of the capital Kuala Lumpur. 


The meeting agreed that the dilemma of Christian education in Malaysia has 
been caused by the gradual takeover of Christian-run schools by secular 
authorities. 


Islam, the religion of the majority of Malaysia's 17 million population is the 
only one taught in schools. The teaching of other religions is forbidden by 
the government's department of education. 


During school hours when Islamic studies are taught, non-Muslim students are 
engaged in ‘moral education' which inludes civics, 'good habits’ and ethics. 


The meeting noted that the teaching of 'moral education’ lacks basic Christian 
values in content, and said the Muslim teachers appointed to teach the subject 
engage in indoctrination of the pupils in Islamic beliefs. 


The CFM has suggested that non-Muslim students be permitted to study their own 
religions such as Christianity, Hinduism or Sikhism. 


The meeting also considered the formation of a Malaysian Christian Church and 
agreed that a monolithic body is unattainable and undesirable. Instead, the 
meeting agreed to form a confederation of churches to be known as the The 
Christian Church in Malaysia. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.64 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND RE-AFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO WOMEN'S ORDINATION 


The Church of Scotland general assembly which met in Edinburgh (18-24 May) 
voted by a substantial majority that it was a contravention of the laws of the 
Church to deny in practice the eligibilty of women to become elders. 


Although 25 years have passed since the Church of Scotland decided to admit 
women to the leadership, and 23 years since it decided to admit women to: the 
ministry, the issue surfaced because of the emergence of a_ reportedly 
conservative evangelical minority within its ranks. 


A proposal not to debate the issue ‘in the interest of the peace of the Church 
to take no further action on this matter' was defeated. 


Finlay Macdonald, convener of the Board of Practice and Procedure of the 
Church of Scotland said, ‘I do not share the optimism that if this matter is 
left the situation will just resolve itself quietly over the next few years'. 


The assembly approved a draft legislation to allow children to be admitted to 
communion and to relax regulations on the baptism of infants. Both. proposals 
now have to be endorsed by a majority of the church's 48 presbyteries before 
being presented to next year's assembly for approval. [EPS] ' 
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CHURCHES URGED TO TAKE INITIATIVE ON MEDIA POLICY 

A World Association of Christian Communication (WACC) meeting of communicators 
from eight Pacific countries has called on the Christian churches to bring 
their influence to bear on national communication policies, and urge 
governments to include communication as an intergral part of development 
planning. The meeting urged priority to be given to policies governing 
issues that directly affect the people of the Pacific region. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.66 
DATA BANK FOR ASIAN CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS PLANNED ; 
The World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) Asia region has 
announced plans to set up a communications data bank to serve members and 
colleagues throughout the region. The information will be computerised, but 
also be made available in printed form. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.67 
USA: ‘MORAL WAR' NEEDED TO SAVE BLACK FAMILIES 
Churches have a role to play in solving problems facing African-American 
families, but will have to engage in an exercise ‘equivalent to a moral war', 
according to Kenneth B. Smith, president of the Chicago Theological 


Seminary. He told over 200 participants atttending a (US) National Council 
of Churches' ‘Families 2000' conference in Chicago in April that he could not 
‘stand idly by watching us lose several generations of young people’. He 


challenged churches to be ‘caregivers and advocates' for African-American 
families, especially children and youth. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.68 
MORE THAN 20 000 CHRISTIANS KILLED IN IRAQ, SAYS REPORT 
The German-based Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) reports that Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's regime has killed more than 20 000 Christians, 
expelled 75 000 and destroyed nearly 100 churches. The STP says since 1968 
the Iraqi government has targeted the Kurds and Assyrian Christians for 
persecution and extermination. This includes Iraqi chemical weapon attacks 
against both communities after the war with Iran ended in 1988, says the STP. 
[EPS] 

EPS 91.05.69 
ZIMBABWE: GROUND BROKEN FOR FIRST CHURCH UNIVERSITY 
Ground-breaking ceremonies were held in April in Mutare, eastern Zimbabwe, 
Site of the first church-owned university. The (US) United Methodist 
Church-owned university will resume classes early next year from temporary 
quarters pending completion of its own new buildings. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.70 

ISRAEL: *FUNDAMENTALIST' CHRISTIAN GROUP HONOURED 

The Israeli parliament recently presented its Speakers Award to. the 
International Christian Embassy (ICE), a Jerusalem-based ‘fundamentalist 
organization that has promoted Israel as a democratic, tolerant, peace-loving 
country', according to a report by the US-based Episcopal News Service. This 
was the first time the award was given to a Christian institution. Johann 
Luckhoff, director of the ICE, said the prize money of US 7500 dollars would 
enable his organization to transport Soviet Jews to Israel ‘and also to raise 
more support for Israel all over the world’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.71 
SOVIET UNION: ADVENTISTS LAUNCH TV PROGRAMME 
The Soviet Union authorities have given the go-ahead to the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church to launch a programme on state-owned television. The 
contract allows Adventist programming for up to seven years. [EPS] 
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UGANDA: ROMAN CATHOLIC MISSIONARY KILLED BY GUNMEN 
Unidentified gunmen shot and killed a French Roman Catholic missionary, 
Alexander You, 61, in Uganda's southwest Mbarara district after breaking into 
his house. You first arrived in Uganda in 1959 as a missionary with the 
White Fathers. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.73 
CHINESE CHRISTIAN PRISONER RELEASED 
A Chinese house church leader, Mai Furen was released from prison early April 
after two US Congresspersons presented his case to the Chinese authorities. 
Mai was arrested in September 1983 and charged with having illegal. foreign 
connections and distributing Bibles. In 1986, he was brought to trial and 
sentenced to a 13-years jail term. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.74 

FRENCH CATHOLIC MISSIONARY RELEASED 

A 66-year-old French Roman Catholic missionary who was abducted 27 March by 
Muslim insurgents and held for a 357 000 US dollar ransom in the southern 
Philippines province of Mindanao, was released by his captors 25 April after 
spending 30 days in captivity. Yves Caroff was released after high-ranking 
members of the insurgent Moro National Liberation Front mediated a settlement 
between church officials and the kidnappers. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.75 
TURKEY: HUMAN RIGHTIST SET FREE BY AUTHORITIES 
The UK-based Christians Against Torture Today (CATT) reports that Mehdi Zana, 
51, has been released by Turkish authorities after being held since 1980 for 
advocating Kurdish rights. CATT says in 1983 Zana was sentenced to 24 years 
imprisonment for membership of an illegal Kurdish organization, Road to 
Freedom. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.76 
GREECE: COURT RULING ON TWO CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS POSTPONED 
Two Greek pastors of the Jehovah's Witnesses movement who refused to serve in 
the Greek military have had their cases postponed by the Military Appeals 
Court in Greece, reports News Network International. The postponement of the 
appeals means that Timothy Kouloubas and Dimitros Tsirlis will continue 
serving the four-year sentences handed down earlier by the court. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.77 

JAPAN: SUIT FILED AGAINST UNIFICATION CHURCH 

The Japan Catholic News (JCN) reports that 40 members of the Unification 
Church have filed a suit against their church for allegedly being deceived and 
coerced into engaging in dubious business activities. They further alleged 
that the church promised they would only be engaged in non-religious 
activities, but discovered later that they were to undergo indoctrination 
which, they said, deprived them of rational judgement, according to the JCN 
report. [EPS] 


EPS 91.05.78 

CASTRO OF WCC SENDS MESSAGE TO KOREAN CHURCHES 

General Secretary Emilio Castro of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches 
sent a message early this month to the National Council of Churches in [South] 
Korea (NCCK) on the occasion of the national prayer rally. The message read 
in part: ‘The WCC is deeply concerned about the continuing ‘tension in the 
country and hopes that the government will take immediate steps to fulfil its 
promises on democratization.’ The message reaffirmed WCC support for the 
Korean churches' stand on peace and reunification. [EPS] 3 
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ECUTEXT: Church-State Relations in Cuba 


[This is text of a statement issued by the Cuban Ecumenical Council on the 
present Church-State relations in Cuba. ] 


The Ecumenical Council of Cuba is convinced that we are living in a very 
special historical moment - a biblical Kairos. It is related to our planet, 
our continent, our country, our Church. To explain this statement we can 
mention several reasons: 


as The meetings leading to the IV Congress of the Communist Party of Cuba 
have started a deep and profound debate on the means to tighten the links 
between Christians and the Party. 


2. The meeting of President Fidel Castro and the leaders of different 
Christian groups opened a frank and off-the-cuff discussion of all _ the 
concerns and expectations of Christians. It was clearly stated that the 
central problem we have gone through for many years is one of 
discrimination. Foundations were laid for a new type of joint action in 
which all Cubans should participate. 


gs These last weeks we have observed how the economic situation in Cuba has 
been steadily deteriorating, partly due to the extensive economic dependence 
on the Eastern bloc countries, the (Persian) Gulf crisis and the constant 
increase of pressures by the USA in its embargo against Cuba. All this has 
meant that we are now in a so-called ‘Special Period’. 


As Cuban Christians we decided to analyse this kairos, and started trying to 
delineate the most outstanding elements of the process we are going through. 
In what follows are expressed the main concerns of our people. 


(a) For many years we have brought to Cuba social patterns alien to our 
culture. Today these ideas have crumbled down. 


(b) The total economic dependence we have had on the economic markets of 
Eastern Europe is one of the main causes of the ‘Special Period in Time of 
Peace’. To this you can add the pressure coming from the US embargo. 


(c) The consequences of the situation can be perceived in a sort of ‘slowdown 
strike’ in all the productive sectors and in the need to ration the majority 
of consumer goods. 


(da) It is also observed that the enemies of Cuba are trying to interfere in 
the Cuban-Soviet relations. 


(e) The ‘special situation' in which we are living generates different 
reactions in different people. Some have a sense of loss of meaning in their 
lives; others take a disinterested attitude towards everything, without 
involvement and it is difficult to assess the way they think; still others 
are frightened. 


Some problems that could be worked out with an active participation are left 
to drift because the majority of the people are unable to make decisions and 
act accordingly. The ‘subjective factor' is not doing well at all. [over] 
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(f) The youth have been seriously affected by these problems. Many young 
people are not interested in studying or working. Since our society has been 
relatively paternalistic, the youth have not been eager to sacrifice and to 
show more stability in their behaviour. 


(g) The Cuban family is undergoing a crisis. Cuba has one of the highest 
rates of divorce in the world. This tends to fragment and disperse the 
family. As a consequence children suffer materially and psychologically and 
their education lags behind. Among the causes of this situation, we can 
mention that: 


(1) The housing problem has obliged many families to share houses under 
poor conditions. Promiscuity affects relations at all levels. 


(2) The education offered in schools has centred around instruction, but 
has disregarded the spiritual and human dimension which the family 


demands. 
(h)- Another type of divorce is underway. This is between the people and 
their leaders (politicians as well as religious leaders). Sacrifice and 


austerity is demanded from the people and they have to live with material and 
economic hardships. 


However, the leaders have other privileges which allow them to live in a more 
comfortable way. Especially the possibility to travel abroad, bank accounts 
in dollars. for religious leaders give them the chance to enjoy a higher 
standard of living. This brings discontent among the humble people. 


To sum up, independently of the open debate we had, we all agreed on the fact 
that we are going through a crisis, which is not only economic but also 
ethical. The theoretical foundations have been very precise, but the dynamic 
aspect of society has been lagging - the practical dimension. 


If we do not tackle the ‘double morality’ (lack of morality - a person thinks 
one way and acts another). It is not easy to surpass this crisis, to win 
this battle, it is a must to let people express their ideas openly.. And 
everyone should respect opinions which are different from one's own, in a free 
atmosphere without fear but as a means to solve the social problems we are 
facing with the participation of all. 


To move in this direction the church must promote studies that clarify the 
place of human beings in our society. The government should give more 
information and let the people participate more actively in the decisions to 
be made. 


The educational authorities must reshuffle the whole system of teaching and 
qualitative standards. Not to emphasize promotion and to _ eliminate 
cheating. More must be done in terms of strengthening the relation between 
the state and the church. 


Our brothers and sisters living abroad should help to counteract the attacks 
on the economy of Cuba and against the revolution. Finally, we will pray for 
our people at this time of crisis and we commit ourselves to this sacred 
mission. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Chinese Church as I See It (K. H. Ting) 


[Bishop K. H. Ting is chairperson of the China Christian Council (CCC) and 
president of Nanjing Theological Seminary. The CCC was re-admitted into the 
WCC membership at the last Assembly in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 February. 
Ting also serves on the standing committee of the National People's Congress 
of the People's Republic of China. The following abridged item appeared in 
the May edition of the Christian Century. ] 


The church in China is a small, struggling minority. Despite rapid growth, 
it still comprises less than 1 percent of the population. While the church 
in the West is struggling to keep a foothold near the centre of the picture, 
minority churches in most Third World countries are struggling just to hold 
their places at the margin. ... 


In’ comparison with medieval Europe or countries such as India, religion has 
never been a shaping force in Chinese history. There has never been a 
religious war or much religious fanaticism. This is probably due to the fact 
that China is the homeland of Confucianism - an essentially ethical and 
agnostic system. Protestantism in China today is in an even truer sense no 
shaping force. ... 


.-. The church in China emerged only ten years ago from a long period of 


isolation and deprivation. In many ways we had to start from square one. 
That period was not without its blessings. It taught us to accept suffering 
and deal with it creatively. But it was emaciating nevertheless. 


Among the results: an aging and dwindling number of full-time church workers, 
a low general intellectual and theological level within our constituencies, 
and an inability to reach out and be in close touch with Protestant Christians 
wherever they are. 


We run 13 theological schools with 770 full-time students, but we have a 
severe shortage of teachers. If 200 graduates can enter church work each 
year, it means 2000 new young church workers in ten years' time. ... 


Despite these challenges, ours is a fast-growing church. In 1949 Chinese 
Protestants numbered somewhere between 700 000 and one million; today there 
are about five million, a growth rate twice that of the population. This 
speaks a lot about our evangelistic zeal. ... 


... One result of this liberation is that more people are ready to consider 
Christianity rather than discard it automatically. While we are happy to see 
congregational growth, our weakened pastoral resources make it difficult to 
meet the increased demand for shepherding these new Christians. Although our 
churches and meetings are crowded, we can hardly respond with personalized 
Christian nurture. 


The church in China is also struggling with the lack of integration between 


faith and social practice. The Korean war resulted in an international 
freezing of funds, depriving the denominations of their Western financial 
Support. They became organizationally paralysed, and local churches were 
left without national leadership. Fundamentalist preachers availed 


themselves of this opportunity and established independent churches. [over] 
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Now leaders with mainline church background are serving in national and 
provincial church bodies, while the general theological climate in many 
churches at the grassroots level is unconducive to the affirmation of human 
life on earth. 


..-.Compared with the '50s, ‘60s and '70s, however, the intellectual milieu in 
China has definitely become friendlier towards religion and Christianity. In 
social science circles, students of religion have ceased to harp on the 
so-called reactionary and deceptive nature of religion and instead elaborate 
on the five characteristics of religion in China, first outlined by a former 
head of the United Front Work Department of the Communist Party Central 
Committee: its popular mass basis, its international ramifications, its 
relation to nationality, its complex nature and its endurance. : 


The much too easy way of discrediting religion by calling it an opiate has 
been given up and criticized by more and more writers. Rather, the study of 
religion as it exists in China today is being advocated. More is being said 
about the compatibility (within limits) of religious faith and socialism. 
All of this means that on the national level the policy of religious freedom 
is gaining a more solid theoretical grounding, and religion is enjoying a more 
favourable climate. 


Of the church's goals, many of us consider structural renewal and theological 
renewal to be of greatest importance. Both fall under the over-all call that 
we are not just to advocate self-government, self-support and 
self-propagation, but that we are to strive to govern ourselves. well, support 
ourselves well and do our work of Christian propagation well. 


Structural relations such as those between three-self organizations, local 
churches and Christian councils, between religious bodies and government 
organs, and between clergy and laity need to be put in order. An important 
criterion of reordering is democratization and the governing of the church in 
churchly ways.~... 


Some Christians don't feel at home in China's post-denominational existence. 
Our policy of mutual respect in matters of faith and worship seems to them to 
be only something to ensure unity at the lowest common denominator. We need 
to study the question of what to do to satisfy denominationally-oriented 
Christians and at the same time ask them not to exaggerate the differences. 


Concerning theological renewal, our task may be even harder. Without making 
a fanfare, we are trying to introduce and encourage theological views that 
extend the Christian perspective beyond a notion of faith only as a means of 
personal deliverance. ... 


We have had some colleagues who think it is important to play up God's 
immanence in history because it is supposed to accompany a progressive social 
outlook. They believe that dwelling on God's transcendence makes Christians 
neglect their responsibilities here on earth. 


Many of us find that this is not necessarily so. We have seen, for instance, 
how fascist ideologies in East and West were full of the notion of divine 
immanence, whereas the transcendent God disturbs people in their complacency, 
making them thirst for a new quality of life. ...[EPS] 
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The new WCC Central Committee meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings: 


3-4 July Executive Committee 

5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 

17-19 September Executive Committee 

20-27 September Central Committee 


In EPS 91.05.54, eighth paragraph, please read ‘'...David Hope suceeds Graham 
Leonard as [Church of England] bishop of London'. 


The WCC Communication Department is preparing many resources to assist in 
reporting and interpreting the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
February). Some are already available; others will be released soon. They 
are in the form of publications (books), audio-visuals, and audio cassettes. 
For a complete list and order form, write to WCC Publications, Box 2100, 
CH-1200 Geneva 2. 


The Ninth Annual Meeting of the General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church 
will be held (13-15 June) at The Chaplaincy Centre of Dundee University, 
Dundee/Scotland. 


The next EPS deadline is Tuesday, 11 June. 
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EPS 91.06.01 
THIRTY BISHOPS FORM NEW GROUP WITHIN THE ANGLICAN FOLD 


A group of thirty Anglican bishops, dismayed by the ordination of women and 
other ‘departures from scripture and tradition’, have pledged themselves to 
look for ways of remaining in full communion with Canterbury, according to a 
report in the London-based Church Times newspaper. 


The bishops made the promise when they met in London early May to form a 
mutual support group: the International Bishops' Conference on Faith and 
Order. The bishops came from Europe, North America, the South Pacific and 
Africa. 


The bishops sent a rallying call to the ‘alienated', including those in the 
continuing-church movement. They issued an open letter which asks for the 
backing of the Anglican Primates and tells the Archbishop of Canterbury they 
are praying that he will work to avoid further division. 


The new Bishops' Conference grew out of contacts made earlier at the Fort 
Worth (Texas/USA) Synod meeting of the '‘'traditionalist' Episcopal Synod of 
America. 


In their open letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Anglican 
Primates, the bishops pledged their support for all bishops, clergy and lay 
people ‘suffering' from the damages caused by departures from scripture and 
tradition, ‘such as the ordination of women to the priesthood and _ the 
episcopate, and issues of personal morality’. 


The letter added: ‘We shall continue to consult together internationally, and 
to support and help one another as circumstances require and make possible in 
the difficult times ahead. 


‘We call on all who feel alienated by the recent painful events, and those who 
felt obliged to form separate churches, to work together with us for the 
maintenance of apostolic faith and order in communion with the See of 
Canterbury. We pray that the Anglican Communion will remain comprehensive 
within the received body of that apostolic faith and order.’ 


They noted that where promises have been given ‘they have not been honoured, 
and assurances of common unity have been denied in practice. We therefore 
pledge ourselves to the task of ensuring that proper provision is now made. 
We ask the Primates of the Anglican Communion, in the excercise of their 
collective responsiblity, to support us.' 


Unity within world Anglicanism was one of the topics which dominated the 
agenda of the meeting of the Primates early April in Newcastle/Northern 
Ireland (EPS 91.04.60). 


In his enthronment sermon which came soon after the Primates' meeting, new 
Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey said there were many issues which 
‘deeply divided’ world Anglicanism (EPS 91.04.68). 


He mentioned specifically the ordination of women and the diverse traditions 
that make up the breadth of Anglicanism as topics that have ‘tested our 
commitment to the God who reconciles’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.02 
INDIA: CHURCH LEADERS CONDEMN GANDHI'S ASSASSINATION 


Following a bomb attack that killed former Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
(24 May), several church leaders in India issued statements expressing shock 
at the violent attack and called for calm among the population. 


The All India Catholic Union expressed anguish over ‘the tragic demise' of 
Gandhi and recalled his contribution to development in India and _ to 
international peace during his five-year term as prime minister. 


Archbishop Alphonsus Mathias of Bangalore who is also chairman of the Catholic 
Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI) called for calm and unity (22 May). And 
CBCI Deputy Secretary General Lucio da Veiga Coutinho said ‘it is one more 
shameful blow to our country's great tradition of peace and non-violence’. 


In a message to Indian President Ramaswami Venkataraman, the Indian Catholic 
Press Association expressed sorrow over the assassination. 


Church of India Bishop Pritam B. Santram of New Delhi wrote to the 'shattered 
family' expressing the church's concern and sympathy and added that Gandhi's 
death was ‘unexpected and simply shocking’. 


The Conference of Religious India President Peter Lobo condemned the 
‘dastardly act' and said the assassination ‘will have deep repercussions on 
the nation". 


Rajiv Gandhi was killed in a bomb attack while on a campaign trail for general 
elections in the southern part of India. He was cremated 24 May in 
accordance with Hindu rites. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.03 
PAKISTAN: ISLAMIC BILL PROMPTS CHURCH LEADERS' REACTIONS 


Two Pakistan church leaders have expressed concern over a bill that will 
introduce Islamic law in Pakistan. 


Roman Catholic Cardinal Joseph Cordeiro of Karachi and Bishop Arne Rudvin of 
the Church of Pakistan said in their letter to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif of 
Pakistan early last month that Christians were ‘apprehensive’ about the new 
law. 


The new Sharia law was passed by the lower house of parliament (6 May). The 
upper house of parliament and the president still have to pass the law before 
its enactment. Those opposed to the new law say once passed it will curb 
minority and women's rights. 


In their letter, the two leaders said the bill would jeopardize civic 
rights. They said the bill's guarantee of ‘personal laws of minorities' is 
unsatisfactory because citizens' lives are governed not by personal laws but 
by the laws of the land. 


The leaders requested that they be consulted on the bill before it is finally 
passed. 


According to the Britannica World Data, 98 percent of Pakistan's 118 million 
population is Muslim. Christians account for 1.6 percent. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.04 
ECUMENICAL TEAM VISIT TO ARMENIA ANNOUNCED 


A joint delegation of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Conference 
of European Churches to Soviet Armenia and other areas affected by the recent 
violence has been announced (EPS 91.05.27). 


The visit is being undertaken at the invitation of the head of the Armenian 
‘Apostolic Church Vasken I and will run from 13 to 20 June. 


The purpose of the visit is to gather information about the situation there 
and to share it with the global church and to offer pastoral support to the 
churches in the affected areas. 


The delegation comprises Georges Tsetsis, the ecumenical patriarchate to the 
WCC, Rolf Koppe, Evangelical Church in Germany, and Dwain Epps of the (US) 
National Council of Churches. 


Others are Teny Pirri-Simonian and Huibert van Beek, both on the WCC staff. 
Viken Aykazian of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Switzerland is_ also 
accompanying the delegation. 


In the past three years, the WCC has made several representations to the 
Soviet government regarding the rights of the Armenian people of Nargono 
Karabagh, currently part of Azerbaijan. For decades, the area which has an 
Armenian population of between 100 000 and 150 000, has been claimed by both 
Azerbaijan and Armenia. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.05 
SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCHES IN 'BEHIND-THE-SCENES' PEACE EFFORTS 


South African church leaders who signed the Rustenburg Declaration against 
apartheid last year are now reported to be working behind the scenes to 
convince all political parties to meet and resolve the continuing violence in 
South Africa's townships, according to a report from the Southern African 
Church News (SACN). 


The report says officals from the Rustenburg Steering Committee, including 
representatives from the South African Council of Churches (SACC), the 
Southern African [Roman] Catholic Bishops' Conference (SACBC), the Dutch 
Reformed Church and the Rhema Pentecostal Church, were involved in talks (3 
June) at Ulundi, Natal, with Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi of Inkatha Freedom 
Party whose Zulu followers have been involved in bloody battles with 
Supporters of the African National Congress. 


Previous church initiatives failed when Buthelezi refused to attend a peace 
conference proposed by the SACC, says the SACN report. 


Last month, the ANC announced that it was suspending all talks (EPS 91.05.30) 
with the South African government on the country's constitutional future until 
its demands to the government which included the banning of some traditional 
weapons such as the spear which is favoured by Inkatha members in their 
confrontations with the ANC, were met. 


A recent meeting called by the government to discuss peace was boycotted by 
the liberation movements and by both the SACC and the SACBC, who said the 
government was unfit to be convener in such a conference. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.06 
EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN BODY APPEALS FOR IMPROVED TIES WITH MUSLIMS 


Journées d'Arras, a Netherlands-based Christian body which seeks to promote 
cooperation between the Christian and Muslim faiths, has written to churches 
in the Conference of European Churches and the Council of [Roman] Catholic 
Episcopal Conference in Europe appealing for the preparation of educational 
materials to be used to further understanding between the two religions. 


The letter which was written following the group's meeting in Trier, Germany 
(21-24 May), says many Christians and Muslims have begun to find a source of 
enrichment through their encounters. As a result, says the letter, there is 
need among Christians to be ‘aware of the need to give a sound presentation of 
Christianity’ to Muslims. 


The organization which describes itself as an ‘unofficial’ body of Protestant 
and Catholic Christians says that many Christians who work and live among 
Muslims ‘feel the need to explain better their religious convictions and their 
experience of Christ' to the Muslims. 


'For this reason’, the letter added, ‘we ask our churches to commit themselves 
to prepare suitable materials and to train people to work'. 


The letter also says such materials should be ‘academically _ sound, 
historically accurate, and adapted to the sensitivities and needs of Muslims, 
avoiding polemics and proselytism’. 


Journées d'Arras has been meeting annually since its founding in 1980 to help 
study and discuss questions of Christian-Muslim relations in Europe. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.07 
GROWING FAMINE IN AFRICA ‘WORRYING', SAYS EUROPEAN RELIEF AGENCY 


The general assembly of the Netherlands-based European Association of 
Non-Governmantal Organizations for Food Aid and Emergency Aid (EuronAid) has 
expressed ‘deep concern’ about the growing famine in parts of Africa and the 
public 'neglect' of the situation there. 


In a statement released (16 May) through CICARWS, a commission of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, EuronAid says the worsening conditions 
in many African countries, especially in the Horn of Africa, Angola and 
Mozambique ‘should get more attention and, as a consequence, more aid to 
overcome their serious food deficits’. 


Earlier, Pierre Werner, EuronAid president, said so far 400 000 tons of 
emergency food aid has been raised through the European Community (EC) 
governments and other’ sources. He said this would be distributed by 
non-governmental agencies to the worst affected areas in Africa. 


He noted that the current crisis ‘was still not receiving sufficient 
attention' from the relevant authorities, the media and the public in general. 


Earlier this year, six member agencies of the Geneva-based Licross/Volgas 
Steering Committee for Disasters warned that 20 to 600 million people in 
Africa faced starvation unless sufficient food aid is provided (EPS 
01 .104027)~ The member agencies of the Licross/Volgas Steering Committee are, 
League of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Caritas Internationalis, 
Catholic Relief Services, Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of 
Churches. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.08 
USA: "MODERATE' BAPTISTS FORM INDEPENDENT GROUP 


Prompted by the decade-long success of ‘fundamentalists' to control the 
14-million-member Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), 6000 of the 
denomination's ‘more moderate' members have formed an independent organization 
that for the foreseeable future will define itself within denominational 
boundaries, according to a report by the US-based Episcopal News Service (ENS). 


Known as the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (CBF), the new group was fashioned 
during a three-day meeting in Atlanta, (Georgia/USA) early last month. 


The group plans to develop programmes in several areas, including missionary 
work, educational materials, and seminaries. 


John Hewett, a pastor and moderator-elect of the fellowship, said that 
individual Baptist churches, which are self-governing, would now have ‘one 
more choice’ when deciding where to direct or solicit funds. 


In a prepared statement, the fellowship distanced itself from a number of 
conservative tenets - including the literal interpretation of the Bible - that 
have marked the SBC's decision-making bodies. 


‘The Bible neither claims nor reveals inerrancy as a Christian teaching', the 
fellowship statement said. 


The fellowship said it anticipates a working relationship with the Associated 
Baptist Press, which was created last year after 'conservatives' assumed tight 
control over the official Baptist Press (EPS 90.07.77, 07.107, 08.25). 


Women comprise a majority in the CBF's governing council. 


The SBC is the largest Protestant denomination in the United States. To 
date, 211 of the SBC's 37 700 congregations have aligned themselves with the 
CBF, says the ENS report. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.09 
SCOTLAND: CHURCHES OPPOSE SUNDAY SAILING OF FERRY 


Two churches in Scotland have expressed their opposition to plans by a British 
government ferry company, Caledonian MacBrayne, to introduce Sunday operations 
between the mainland and some islands off the Scottish coast in two years' 
time. The Church of Scotland and the Free Church of Scotland both say the 
practice is disrespectful of the Christian faith. 


At its annual general assembly in Edinburgh last month, the Church of Scotland 
said that both the government and the ferry company should give special 
considerations to ‘safeguarding local culture and traditional Christian values 
of an isolated and fragile community', a reference to the small Scottish 
islands. 


The Free Church of Scotland urged the government and the company to desist 
from introducing a service which ‘is contrary to the law of God and desires of 
the people'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.10 
KENYA: CHURCH LEADERS CALL FOR POLITICAL CHANGE 


Two Kenyan church leaders have called for political change, the release of 
political prisoners, and a stop to intimidation of government critics. 


An (Anglican) Church of the Province of Kenya priest Stephen Ambani said late 
last month in Eldoret, western Kenya, that there is a strong wind blowing 
across Africa and that the only way to stop it is for leaders who have been in 
power for a long time to quit. 


He said some African leaders had failed to accept popular demand for change 
and warned that they would embroil their countries in bloodshed and civil 
disobedience. 


He added that many African leaders were the laughing stock of the world for 
clinging to positions of leadership even when it was appropriate for them to 
quit. 


Another church leader, Joseph Njue, chairperson of the Kenya Roman Catholic 
Justice and Peace Commission, urged the Kenyan government to abolish detention 
without trial, torture of prisoners and intimidation of ‘genuine critics of 
the system'. 


Noting that ‘charity begins at home', Njue said all Kenyan citizens who fled 
the country for political reasons will ‘not return while the political climate 
has not improved an iota’. 


Early last month, the Roman Catholic Church in Kenya issued a pastoral letter 
calling for political pluralism and for the repeal of the law which allows the 
government to detain individuals without trial (EPS 91.05.46). 


Church-state relations in Kenya have not been cordial. On several occasions 
church leaders have called for political pluralism and for an improved human 
rights record. On its part, the government has accused church leaders of 
behaving like an opposition party. The Kenya African National Union party of 
President Daniel arap Moi has been the only legal political party in Kenya 
Since 1982. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.11 
BULGARIA: GOVT OPENS FILES ON POPE'S SHOOTING TO PRIVATE INVESTIGATORS 


More than 25 000 pages of secret files on the 1981 attempt to assassinate Pope 
John Paul II have been released to a private, international commission of 
inquiry by the Bulgarian government. 


The commission, organized by the Washington-based Center for Democracy, said 
(27 May) that the governments of Poland, Turkey, Italy, Soviet Union, Germany 
and Czechoslovakia will also be asked to provide similar information. 


Last year, Bulgarian President Zhelyu Zhelev said (EPS 90.04.72, 91.04.12) his 
government would provide ‘all available evidence' to a private commission to 
determine whether there was a so-called ‘Bulgarian connection' to the 1981 
shooting of the pope. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.12 
CRETE: ORTHODOX CONSULTATION ON PEACE AND LIFE HELD 


A consultation on ‘Peace and Life' of Christian representatives of the seven 
countries whose armies fought in an alliance against the German invasion of 
Greece fifty years ago, was held last month at the Orthodox Academy of Crete 
on the Mediterranean island. It was organized by Cretan Christian leaders. 


Representatives from Greece, Britain, Australia, New Zealand, Cyprus, Germany 
and Crete met 25 May to discuss peace and other issues affecting the church in 
their countries in particular, and the world in general. 


The participants noted in a statement at the end of their meeting that the 
values of freedom, justice and the dignity of the human being are ‘essential 
for the consolidation of peace, the protection of life and the integrity of 
the divine creation' 


The meeting criticised ‘ideologies such as Nazism, facism and every other form 
of totalitarianism, which destroy the spirit of peoples, deaden their 
conscience, distort their ethos and become the causes of countless sufferings 
to themselves and to others' 


The participants called for justice in the relations between the West and the 
East, ‘especially after the rearrangements in a large part of Europe' and also 
between the North and the South. 


They called for justice for the Middle East, the Kurds and other victims of 
the (Persian) Gulf crisis and for ‘the countless numbers of refugees and 
populations, who have been uprooted from their ancestral land by poverty, 
injustice, violence and fear' 


The statement was signed among others by Chrysanthos, Metropolitan of Limassol 
and Cyprus, Michael Manktelow of the Church of England, Geoffrey Ross, 
Australian Council of Churches, and Ioannis Hatzifotis, Archbishopric of 
Athens. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.13 

VATICAN: POPE APPOINTS 22 NEW CARDINALS 

Pope John Paul II named 22 new cardinals (29 May). The pope also revealed 
the identity of a cardinal whom he had secretly elevated in 1979 as Bishop 
Ignatius Gong Pinmei of Shanghai/China. Pinmei, 89, spent 30 years in jail 
for refusing to renounce his allegiance to the Vatican. He was released from 
house arrest two years ago and now lives in the United States. Another new 
cardinal, Archbishop Alexandru Todea, 77, of Faragas/Romania also spent time 
in jail under the Communist regime. He was jailed for 13 years after his 
secret ordination as a bishop in 1950. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.14 

FOURTH (PERSIAN) GULF CHURCH CONFERENCE COMING 

The fourth (Persian) Gulf Churches' Conference (GCC) will be held 3-7 February 
1992 in Larnaca, Cyprus. The GCC brings together clergy and lay people from 
the Anglican, Reformed and Roman Catholic, Eastern and Oriental Orthodox 
churches as well as Lutheran, Pentecostal and independent churches. One of 
the organizers, Ian Young, said the the meeting provides ‘a much needed 
opportunity to study, pray and share together in common experience' for 
churches in the Gulf. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.15 
CHILE: PINOCHET'S WIFE BLAMES CHURCH FOR HUSBAND'S ELECTION DEFEAT 
Lucia Hiriart de Pinochet, wife of former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet, 
said that the [Roman] Catholic Church was the ‘principal cause’ of the defeat 
of her husband in a 1988 referendum. Chileans were, at the time, asked to 
choose between holding free elections or five more years of Pinochet's rule. 
The people chose to hold free elections. A report in the US-based National 
Catholic Register said Pinochet's wife told an interviewer for a Chilean 
magazine that Catholic bishops used 'the conscience of [voters] to bias the 
elections' and added that the Catholic hierarchy was ‘politically responsible' 
for the election results. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.16 

AUSTRALIA: ANGLICAN BISHOPS URGE SUPPORT FOR ABORIGINALS 

The Anglican bishops of Australia issued a call early last month for the 
Australian government and the offical opposition party to work for 
reconciliation between black and white Australians. The bishops, who issued 
the statement after their annual conference, were commenting on the newly- 
released report of a commission appointed by the government to look into 
several deaths of Aborigines while being held in police custody. The bishops 
urged the Australian government and the official opposition party ‘to 
demonstrate their commitment to black and white reconciliation by working 
together in a bipartisan manner with all political parties’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.17 
PAKISTAN: CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY PROTESTS DESECRATION OF CROSS IN INDIA 
Christians in the area of Sialkot of Islamabad/Pakistan organized a rally late 
April to protest the desecration of a cross outside a church in the Indian 
captial New Delhi. The rally, which was organized by the Christian Welfare 
Association, expressed concern over the pulling down of the cross and called 
for effective steps to protect minorities and their holy places in India. 
Christians are a small minority in both Pakistan and India. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.18 
USA: NEW INDIGENOUS CHRISTIAN GROUP FORMED 
Christian American Indian and indigenous peoples of Alaska have formed a new 
Council of Native American Ministries. It will be affiliated to the (US) 
National Council of Churches. The group's aims include affirming indigenous 
American Christian perspectives through congregational development and 
legislative advocacy. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.19 

EL SALVADOR: CHRISTIAN LEADERS CRITICIZE AMERICAN ARMY GENERAL 

The Ecuador-based Latin American Ecumenical News (LAEN) reports that El 
Salvadoran Christian leaders protested declarations made by US chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff General Colin Powell, during his visit there in April, 
that the [US] government has not ruled out the possibility of a military 
intervention in El Salvador. The leaders said Powell's declarations 
represent a premeditated attempt to interfere with the current peace moves 
between the government and the rebel group, the Faribundo Marti Liberation 
Front (FMLN). [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.20 

CHILE: CHRISTIAN GROUP CONDEMNS SENATOR'S ASSASSINATION 

Political intolerance and violence constitute a serious threat to peace and a 
strong attack on the democratic transition process in Chile, according to a 
Statement by leaders of the Christian Brotherhood of Churches (CBC) following 
the 1 April assassination by unknown people of parliamentarian Jaime Guzman 
Errazuriz. The CBC urged Chileans to reject violence and to reaffirm their 
commitment to the ideal of 'no more people killed for their ideas'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.21 
ECUTEXT: Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox Youth Call for Cooperation 


(This is an abridged text of the final declaration of Syndesmos, the World 
Fellowship of Orthodox Youth which met in Egypt, 20-26 May, on ‘cooperation 
between Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox Youth Movements". ] 


--- We rejoice in the fact that our churches have, by God's will, in the 
official dialogue ‘clearly understood that both families have always loyally 
maintained the same authentic Orthodox Christological faith, and the unbroken 
continuity of the Apostolic Tradition, though they may have used 
Christological terms in different ways. 


It is this common faith and continuous loyalty to the Apostolic Tradition that 
should be the basis of our unity and communion .... 


--- Syndesmos convened this consultation, with the aim of enabling Orthodox 
and Oriental Orthodox youth movements to support the imminent re-establishment 
of communion between our churches. 


+--+». We agreed that youth should participate in making the official theological 
agreed statements an ecclesial reality. 


This can be achieved initially by informing our young people of the results of 
the official dialogue between our churches which, in turn, will help the 
Orthodox and the Oriental Orthodox youth to know and love each other better, 
and to live their common faith together, thus preparing themselves for the 
restoration of communion. 


We agreed to make the following recommendations: 


(1) That all Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox youth movements prepare their 
members for the imminent communion of our churches through information, common 
activities and close cooperation. 


This is particularly important in those regions where our churches co-exist. 


(2) That Syndesmos publish and distribute information about the official 
dialogue. This information could take the form of a booklet containing a 
short history of both the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Church and 
their youth movements, and a chapter summarizing the history of the dialogue 
between our churches up to the recent agreed statements. 


(3) That Syndesmos actively encourage close cooperation on a local and 
regional level of youth movements of both families of our churches. 


(4) That Syndesmos initiate a programme of contacts and exchanges between 
students and teachers of theology from both families of churches. 


(5) That Syndesmos amend its constitution to allow Oriental Orthodox youth 
movements and theological schools to become full affiliate members of 
Syndesmos, thereby enabling these movements to participate fully in the 
decision-making and life of Syndesmos. ...[EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.22 
ECUTEXT: On the Roles of Men and Women 


[This is excerpted from a text approved by the leadership of the US-based 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a denomination which considers that most 
other Christians, including most other Lutherans, have departed in significant 
ways from what the Bible teaches. } 


~e- 1. We reject the attempt to define male-female role principles on the 
basis of Bible narratives and examples of human conduct because we draw our 
doctrine from simple, direct statements of God's will. 


2. We reject as a confusion of law and gospel the opinion that our status 
before God restored by Christ (Galatians 3:28) sets aside our roles as guided 
by God's law (1 Corinthians 11:3). 


3. We reject the opinion that relationships of headship and subordination are 
incompatible with a state of holiness (1 Corinthians 11:3; 15:28). 


4.- We reject the opinion that 1 Corinthians 11:7 teaches that only man, not 
woman, was created in God's image (cf. Genesis 1:26,27). ... 


6. We reject the opinion that distinct roles for man and woman were first 
ordered after the Fall in Genesis 3:16 (cf. Genesis 2:18,22). 


7. We reject the opinion that male headship and female submissiveness apply 
only to marriage (1 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 1:12). 


8. We reject the opinion that the principles of role relationship taught in 
the New Testament were culturally conditioned and are not applicable today. 


9. We reject the opinion that the principles of role relationship apply only 
to some people, only at some times, or only to certain aspects of Christian 
life. Role principles are not ceremonial laws. ... 


11. We reject the opinion that the mutual submission encouraged by Scriptures 
for all believers (Ephesians 5:21; Matthew 20:25-28) denies man the exercise 
of his headship. 


12. We reject the opinion that the word ‘head' as applied to Christ and man 
in the New Testament does not mean authority, or that it does not include 
authority. 


13. We reject the opinion that the principle of role relationship means that 
all women are always subject to all men. Since other biblical principles may 
also govern relationships, we consider this opinion an exaggeration of the 
biblical principle to make it look foolish and impractical. 


14. We reject applications of the principle of the role relationship which 
fail to give primary emphasis to the duties and responsibilities of men. 


15. We reject legalistic and arbitrary applications of the principle of the 
role relationship which do not take into account that customs which reflect 
that relationship may change (1 Corinthians 11:6,16). 


16. We reject the opposing claims that the biblical statement ‘women should 
remain silent in the churches' (1 Corinthians 14:34) forbids all speaking by 
women in the assemblies of the church or that it forbids only chatter of 
disorderly talking. ... [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Afro-American Religion thriving in Cuba and Brazil 


(This item appeared in the 23 May edition of the Peru-based Latin America 
Press. It first appeared in Granma Internacional of Cuba. J 


Africans from the Yoruba, Arard and Bantu tribes who were brought to the 
Americas on slave ships and forced to work on plantations from North America 
to Brazil, carried with them nothing but their culture and their gods. 


Many of the first slaves died believing that their spirits would return to the 
land of their ancestors. Their gods, however, took up residence in the new 
lands and soon developed roots there. In spite of the conflict of cultures 
and the imposition of a foreign religion, the slaves preserved many of their 
beliefs, rites and gods by covering them with a Catholic facade. 


The only way to save their religious identity was for the Africans to adapt 
their beliefs and deities to different geographic and historical contexts as 
well as to adapt their ceremonies, resulting in what is known as syncretism. 
The slaves were forced to accommodate their religious practices because 
anything that had an African origin was repressed until the beginning of the 
20th Century. In Brazil and Cuba the survival of this religion was due in 
part to the Africans’ ability to blend their belief system with the official 
Catholic religion. 


Yoruba is the name given to tribes that lived in the Central African area that 
is now Mali, Niger and Nigeria. Although they did not share a centralized 
political system, the tribes had the same language, culture and religious 
beliefs. The Yorubas brought with them their strong sense of family, which 
included both the living and the dead, and their pantheon. In Cuba the 
spirits are known as Orichas and in Brazil as Orixas. 


‘The Oricha is a pure spirit. Human beings cannot perceive it unless it 
takes possession of them', according to Natalia Bolivar. 


The name of the religion varies according to country and region. In Cuba it 
is called the Regla de Ocha de Santeria, in Rio de Janeiro and Bahia it is 
called Candomblé and in other parts of Brazil, Umbanda, Macumba, Babacue and 
Xango. 


In 1830 in Brazil, according to legend, three women of African origin 
organized the Casa Branca de Engenho Velho - the first Candomblé place of 
worship that functioned on a regular basis. The religion was practised 
secretly in Cuba for centuries, and its origins can be traced as far back as 
1568. In December 1755, a Catholic bishop officially recognized the Yoruba 
houses of worship. His idea, however, was to use the temples as centres for 
conversion to Catholicism. 


A former slave, Lorenzo Sama, and a woman with the African name of Latuan, 
worked together in Havana between 1870 and 1880 to formalize a liturgy 
incorporating all the Yoruba gods that were worshipped by various groups 
across the island. Today, Sama's and Latuan's work is known as the Regla de 
Ocho or santeria. 


Many of the differences that exist between Yoruba rituals in Cuba and Brazil, 
as well as within different regions of the two countries, result from the 
blend with Catholicism. [over 


afro-american religions/2 


In Cuba's eastern and western regions, worship of the Yoruba god Oya Yansa - 
the god of love, seasons and the wind - is tied to the Catholic church's 
feasts of the Presentation of Mary and Our Lady of Mt Carmel. In Cuba's 
central zone Oya Yansa is related to the feast of St Teresa of Avila. 


In Brazil, the same Yoruba holy day coincides with the Catholic church's feast 
of St Barbara. Curiously, in Cuba, St Barbara is identified with the Yoruba 
god Chango, the lover of Oya Yansa. 


In both Brazil and Cuba, the Yorubas pay homage to the same Orichas, but with 
different names. They include tributes to Eleggua-Echu in Cuba and Exu in 
Brazil. Other common gods include Olorun and Olorum, Obatala and 
Oxala-Orixala, Chango and Xango, Ochosi and Oxosse and Babalu-Ayé and Omulu, 
Shapanan or Sakpata. 


Initiation rites into the Yoruba movement are also similar in both 
countries. The initial rites are shrouded in secrecy. New members are 
bathed with a herbal mixture (omiero), their heads shaved and painted. In 
the Yoruba tradition the Oricha comes to rest on the shaved and painted 
head. Next they are asked to which god they will belong. The rite ends 
with the presentation of the new member dressed as that god. 


Although the length of initiation rites used to be the same in each country, 
according to Brazilian Roger Bastide that is no longer the case. In Brazil 
the rite takes 17 days, while in Cuba it only lasts 10 days. Both processes, 
however, require a three to six month preparation period. 


In Brazil, individuals who are initiated into the religion by the same person 
are considered brothers and sisters and cannot marry. If a couple decides to 
join they must receive their instructions from different groups and leaders. 
This is not the case in Cuba, where the decision is left to the couple, 
claimed Bastide. 


Each Yoruba group has its own laws and customs, but all have the same social, 
family and humanitarian organization. In Brazil, the groups hold their 
ceremonies in specifically designated houses of worship, terreiros. In Cuba 
the rituals take place in a member's home and with an organizational structure 
Similar to that of a family. 


The terreiros congregations have a certain autonomy, according to Maria Luisa 
Vasconcelos. Members contribute money as well as goods and services, giving 
the group relative independence. 


In 1990, Pope John Paul II condemned the African-Brazilian religion. Vatican 
sources said it was the first time the pope had made such a strong criticism 
of something that so profoundly affects Brazilian daily life. 


The pope said that syncretism was ‘a confusing mixture of mystical and 
demiurgic beliefs whose origins are much different from the fundamental 
mysteries of Christian faith’. John Paul II added that the Yoruba rites were 
a ‘serious distortion of popular religiosity and a misunderstanding of 
ecumenism’. 


In spite of the pope's condemnation, the offerings to Yoruba deities can be 
found on Brazilian and Cuban plazas and streets and in the churches candles 
can be seen burning in honour of African-Brazilian gods. [EPS] 
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The new WCC Central Committee meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings: 


3-4 July Executive Committee 

5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 

17-19 September Executive Committee 

20-27 September Central Committee 


The WCC Communication Department is preparing many resources to assist in 
reporting and interpreting the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
February). Some are already available; others will be released soon. They 
are in the form of publications (books), audio-visuals, and audio cassettes. 
For a complete list and order form, write to WCC Publications, Box 2100, 
CH-1200 Geneva 2. 


A conference on Media and Religion being organized by the Italian-based 
Istituto di Scienze della Communicazione Sociale (ISCOS) will be held in 
February (no dates yet) 1992 at the Salesian Pontifical University. The 
theme of the conferecne is ‘The broadcast of the Eucharist on radio and 
television’. 


The first Women's Summit will be held in Geneva/Switzerland, 26-30 August 
1991 under the auspices of the Women's World Summit Foundation. For more 
information, contact: 13 quai du Mont Blanc, 1201 Geneva/Switzerland. Tel: 
022/738 6619"or 731°0224, Fax: 022/738 9847. 


The next EPS deadline is Monday 17 June. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: SOME HUNGER STRIKE PRISONERS ON POINT OF DEATH, SAYS REPORT 


Some South African political prisoners who have been on extended hunger strike 
in prisons and hospitals throughout the country are now at the point of 
serious risk of death, according to a 5 June report from the South African 
Council of Churches (SACC) [see related item EPS 91.06.49]. 


The prisoners are protesting government refusal to release them by the 
end-of-April deadline the authorities had agreed with the African National 
Congress as part of a package for a negotiated settlement to the South African 
impasse. 


The SACC issued a statement urging the government to act quickly to save the 
lives of the hunger strikers. ‘We fear that the government's failure to 
respond to this crisis and release all political prisoners would have a 
negative effect on the new climate of conciliation they are promoting’, the 
statement said. 


The report quotes John Kalk, a medical doctor who has been treating 10 of the 
40 prisoners on hunger strike. He said some of the prisoners now face 
possible death due to prolonged periods without food. 


The report adds that of the 40 prisoners, 21 were entering their 35th day of 
fasting on 5 June. 


According to Kalk, some of the patients' kidneys were no longer responding to 
treatment due to failure caused by prolonged lack of food. 


He explained that people who have not eaten for more than 30 days would 
normally have lost more than 20 percent of their original body weight. He 
added that their heart beat could drop from about 70 beats a minute to between 
50 and 60 and that their blood pressure could also drop, causing them to lose 
consciousness. 


Meanwhile, the National Medical and Dental Association of South Africa has 
alleged that a medical doctor at the maximum security prison of Barberton has 
refused to examine or provide care to seven hunger strikers. The doctor is 
alleged to have said that he would not attend to the seven prisoners until 
they suspended their hunger strike. 


In another development, an eleven-member ‘Peace Facilitating Committee’ 
composed of religious and business leaders was formed (5 June) to try and end 
the continuing violence in South Africa. 


According to a report from the Johannesburg-based Southern African Church News 
(SACN), the group is not attached to any of the adversaries in the current 
violence and the members are ‘acting in their personal capacities’. 


Among the church leaders in the committee are Anglican Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu, South African Council of Churches (SACC) General Secretary Frank Chikane 
and Johan Heyns of the Dutch Reformed Church (DRC). Others are Louw Alberts, 
DRC, Khoza Mgojo, a Methodist and president of the SACC, and Gerrie Lubbe of 
the World Conference on Religion And Peace. 


The SACN report adds that the committee will act as a ‘low profile catalyst' 
to bring political leaders together to discuss solutions ‘to the common enemy 
to all South Africans, the on-going violence’. [EPS] 
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GERMANY: 125 000 ATTEND 24TH KIRCHENTAG (Théo Buss) 


Nearly 125 000 people attended the 24th German Protestant Kirchentag (church 
festival) from 5-9 June. The Kirchentag, whose events were dispersed over four 
cities in the Ruhr region - Dortmund, Essen, Bochum and Gelsenkirchen - was 
the first since reunification of Germany. 


Between 1963 and 1989, the Berlin wall prevented Christians from both sides of 
the divide from holding a common Kirchentag. More than 10 000 people from 
the former East Germany were present for this year's event. 


The Kirchentag was begun in 1949 as an independent Christian lay movement to 
bring together Christians in Germany to strengthen their faith, equip them for 
responsibility in their churches, encourage them for witness in the world and 
create awareness of belonging to a worldwide fellowship of Christians. 


The majority of those attending the 1991 Kirchentag were young (70 percent 
under 30) and Protestant (5 percent Catholic). Among them were about 2300 
ecumenical guests from 50 countries. The programme prepared for them 
included nearly 3000 different events, 600 with music and song. More than 
550 stands in a ‘market of opportunities' offered information about a variety 
of church and action groups. 


During the final worship service in a football stadium, Kirchentag President 
Erhard Eppler declared: ‘It is good that we are compelled to learn sharing in 
Germany now that we have reunited; we will have to share for a long time yet, 
with countries East and South'. The Kirchentag, Eppler suggested, ‘is no 
longer conceivable without the North-South dimension’. 


That theme was echoed by WCC general secretary Emilio Castro, who told 
listeners that ‘if the conciliar process for justice, peace and the integrity 
of creation in Germany was mainly peace-oriented, now East-West "détente" has 
focused the interest on Europe and the ecological crisis'. But he warned: 
‘Don't forget the conflicts in Sri Lanka, Ethiopia and Palestine.’ 


The over-all theme, 'God's Spirit Liberates for Life', was divided into four 
sub-themes around which the numerous’ discussion groups met: ‘responsible 
economy "=" for.’ “ther "sake or polite’; ‘Germans in Europe -. freed. for 
togetherness'; "faith and culture - the Spirit takes shape'; ‘successful 
life - come, healing Spirit’. 


Speaking to thousands of people in one of the Kirchentag halls in Essen on the 
first of these sub-themes, Konrad Raiser, a former. WCC deputy general 
secretary now teaching ecumenical theology in Bochum, noted that ‘looking at 
what has happened on the territory of the former GDR after economic and 
monetary union, you can observe that the forces of the market are not only 
healing, but too often destructive’. 


Among the politicians and other prominent public figures from near and far who 
took the floor in various sessions were former German chancellor Willy Brandt, 
Gregor Gysi and Manfred Stolpe from the former East Germany, Ignacio Lula of 
Brazil, former Polish prime minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki, Ernesto Cardenal of 
Nicaragua and German author Gunther Grass. [EPS] 
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WCC 'FORMALISES' RELATIONS WITH WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION 


The Geneva-based World Council of Churches (WCC) and the London-based World 
Association for Christian Communication (WACC) have ‘formalized' their 
relationships, according to a recently-released declaration of intent. The 
WACC was constituted in 1975. 


According to the text of the declaration which appears in the May/June edition 
of the WACC's Action newsletter, the WCC and the WACC have "cooperated with 
each other for years. But it is only now that this relationship has been 
formalized. ' . 


The document also says both organizations recognize that communication is a 
crucial issue of the 1990s and beyond, and that both the WCC and the WACC are 
conscious that communication is a central element in such ecumenical 
priorities as the unity of the church, renewal of the human community, mission 
and evangelism, and theological education. 


Other areas of concern for both organizations according to the text are, 
development and social change, racial justice, the concerns of women, and the 
quest for global justice, and peace and integrity of creation. 


The declaration further says that the staff of the WACC, WCC and the Lutheran 
World Federation have met in a Coordinating Committee without ‘official 
standing in our respective organizations’. 


The declaration says the WACC intends ‘to propose a mechanism by which WACC 
and WCC can interact with each other regularly and to the benefit of the two 
organizations and the churches’. 


The text adds: ‘Once the mechanism of interaction has been established, we 
further propose to widen the circle so as to include members of other 
confessional bodies and organizations which are concerned about communication’. 


According to the text, both organizations will report to their respective 
Central Committees on 'this development'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.27 
USA: CHURCH LEADERS ISSUE STATEMENT ON UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS 


Twenty-seven religious leaders across the United States issued a joint 
statement (7 June) on the deepening unemployment situation and urged the US 
Congress to ‘take quick action on legislation which would reform the 
unemployment insurance programme'. 


The leaders cautioned that unless action is taken now, problems associated 
with unemployment will worsen in the months to come - higher divorce rates, 
drug abuse, unmet bills and family needs. "We urge Congress to act now to 
pass legislation assisting those workers whose lives have been shattered by 
the harsh realities of unemployment', the statement said. 


The leaders recalled that in past recessions, the federal government ‘moved 
promptly’ to assist unemployed workers. ‘Yet eleven months into a recession, 
and with unemployment likely to remain at high levels for a considerable 
period of time, Congress has not acted on a programme to extend benefits to 
the long-term unemployed or to reform the unemployment insurance system’, they 
noted. [EPS] 
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ETHIOPIANS WHO CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY LEFT IN ISRAELI AIRLIFT 


Tens of thousands of Ethiopian Falashas who converted to Christianity were 
left behind in the massive Israeli airlift which took some 14 000 black Jews 
out of Ethiopia to Israel in advance of the takeover of the capital Addis 
Ababa by the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front early this 
month. 


According to a report in The Tablet magazine, some three thousand converted 
Falashas had gathered in Addis Ababa in the expectation of being included in 
the rescue operation, but the Jewish Agency, which had planned the airlift and 
executed it, had decided that the Jews-turned-Christian did not qualify under 
Israel's law of return. 


The Israeli supreme court has held that a Jew who converts to another religion 
forfeits his right to Israeli citizenship. But Israel's Chief Rabbi, 
Mordechai Eliahu, has now asked the Israeli Prime Minister to allow these 
Ethiopian converts to come to Israel where reconversion to Judaism could take 
place. 


The report says the discrimination has divided some Falasha families and there 
is much sympathy in Israel for those left behind, and the government is said 
to be willing to reconsider the status of the Falasha converts to Christianity. 


The Falashas are mainly peasants and small tradesmen who inhabit the highlands 
of Ethiopia. According to Ethiopian tradition, the Falashas (strangers) were 
brought in from ancient Israel by the Emperor Menelik I, the offspring of the 
Queen of Sheba, an Ethiopian monarch, and King Solomon. 


Other sources say the Falashas were descended from the tribe of Dan, one of 
the lost tribes of Israel carried off by an Assyrian king in the eighth 
century EC. 


The Falashas observe the Sabbath, practise circumcision, and follow some 
dietary laws of Judaism. The first contact between European Jewry and the 
Falashas was in the middle of the nineteenth century. They were recognized 
as Jews entitled to domicile in the state of Israel less than twenty years 
ago. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.29 
POLAND: "POPE IS WITH YOU' JOHN PAUL II TELLS LITHUANIANS 


Pope John Paul II expressed support (5 June) for 'just national aspirations' 
in Lithuania and told thousands of pilgrims from the Soviet republic who came 
to hear him speak in the Polish town of Lomza that 'the Pope is with you'. 


‘Lithuania I hear your voice', the pope said at a prayer service with 
Lithuanian Roman Catholics, about 130 kms from the Soviet border. 


The pope said he hoped the meeting with the. Lithuanians ‘would bring closer 
the day when Lithuania will be on my papal pilgrimage trail’. 


About 20 000 Lithuanians crossed the border from the Baltic republic which 
declared independence from the Soviet Union in March 1990. The declaration 
has not been recognized by Moscow. 


About three-quarters of Lithuania's 3.8 million people are Roman Catholic. 
[EPS] 
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AUSTRIA: CHURCHES CHALLENGED TO OFFER SANCTUARY TO MINORITIES 


The churches in Europe have been challenged to become havens of Sanctuary for 
the victimized people in society, according to recommendations of a workshop 
held in Vienna/Austria (15-19 May) on ‘National Minorities and Religious 
Identity’. 


The workshop was organized by the Peace, Justice and Human Rights secretariat 
of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches (CEC) at the request of 
CEC member churches and Christians involved in the churches' monitoring of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) process. 


The workshop recommended that churches should ‘seek to create a welcoming 
atmosphere’ and should ‘provide places for minority peoples to gather’. They 
Should provide space in which minority peoples may express themselves freely 
and completely. 


The participants also challenged the churches to offer the victimized people 
Support and protection against the forces ‘which seek to violate their life, 
liberty and well-being’. 


Representatives of religious minorities in Europe presented their views 
through speakers from the black churches in Britain, the Jewish community in 
Vienna, the Greek Orthodox community in Turkey, and Muslims in Europe. 


Addressing the governments involved in the CSCE process, the participants 
recommended that in addition to the already established machinery, ways and 
means should be found to protect national minorities in the CSCE Human 
Dimension process. 


The conference also recommended the establishment of a secretariat whose task 
would be to gather information on the progress of the implementation of the 
obligations agreed to in the CSCE documents. The secretariat would also deal 
with the concerns of those directly affected and inform the CSCE state to take 
appropriate action. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.31 
FRANCE: PROTESTANTS URGED TO UNITE 


The leader of the Reformed Church in France (RCF), Jean-Pierre Monserrat, has 
called for the union of the four main Protestant churches in France: the 
Reformed Church, the Reformed Church of Alsace and Lorraine and the Church of 
the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine and the Lutheran Evangelical 
Church, according to a report in the London-based Catholic magazine The Tablet. 


Calls for union of the four have been made since the 1950s, and at the 1960 
RCF assembly at Montbeliard, a vote for unity was carried, while at Colmar in 
1966 a common profession of faith was drafted. 


Monserrat's call, made at the annual synod of the Reformed Church in Orthez, 
recognizes that the reasons advanced in the sixties for reunion were even more 
valid today. 


Monserrat said the scattering of Protestants over the whole territory of 
France, lack of pastors, indifference of the people and the weakness of 
catechesis and the Sunday school system are as true today as they were in the 
Sixties. [EPS] 
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BOLIVIA: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CRITICISE SOCIAL, POLITICAL CONDITIONS 


At their annual general assembly early last month, the Bolivian Roman Catholic 
bishops issued a statement addressing a wide range of social and political 
problems facing Bolivia and warned that if things do not change, the country 
would plunge further into misery and underdevelopment. 


The bishops criticised state and private sector corruption and noted that 
despite public complaints, nothing was being done to arrest the vice. They 
said corruption only serves ‘to enrich the powerful while taking food out of 
the mouths of the hungry and making the poor even poorer’. 


The bishops defended the growing of coca and the traditional use of the plant 
by the peasantry. Coca is a plant from which cocaine is derived. The coca 
leaf is traditionally chewed by peasants and acts as a stimulant as well as 
food. 


The statement criticised those who use the plant for the production of drugs 
and. described drug traffickers as ‘merchants of death’. The bishops proposed 
that the debate about coca eradication be solved without outside intervention, 
which they said, violates a people's right to self-determination. 


In an earlier statement (EPS. 91.04.70), the bishops condemned the 
militarization of the ‘drug war', a reference to US government pressure that 
the Bolivian armed forces lead the fight against drug trafficking, and warned 
that this .would ‘provoke divisions within the country and raise corruption 
levels in the armed forces'. 


As a way to eradicate the growing of coca, the bishops called for the 
introduction of cash crops with a higher rate of profit. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.33 
ISLAM IN EUROPE TO BE DISCUSSED 


An international ecumenical conference on Islam in Europe is to be held at the 
Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham/UK (9-14 September). 


The theme will be on how theological faculties and seminaries should integrate 
Islamic studies into their curricula. 


The conference is being organized by the Islam in Europe Committee of the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European [Roman 
Catholic] Bishops' Conferences. 


The presence of 25 million Muslims in Europe, seven million of them new 
arrivals from Asia and Africa, calls for a change in theological training for 
all pastoral workers whether Orthodox, Roman Catholic or Protestant, according 
to a news release from the Geneva-based CEC. 


The conference will bring to a conclusion the work of three small seminars 
held in the Netherlands (1988), Milan/Italy (1989) and Leningrad/Soviet Union 
(1990). [EPS] 
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KENYA: MUSLIMS PETITION LAND ALLOCATION TO CHRISTIAN GROUP 

Muslims in the town of Mombasa, 500 kms south of the capital Nairobi, have 
petitioned the local town council over the allocation of a piece of land to a 
Christian group. A local branch of the Supreme Council of Kenya Muslims says 
in its petition that the disputed plot had earlier been allocated to one of 
its bodies, the Muslim Education Welfare Association and not to the 
Deliverance Church. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.35 
POLAND: RC LEADER 'ACCEPTS' CHURCH STATE SEPARATION 
The US-based Episcopal News Service (ENS) reports that the Roman Catholic 
Church in Poland has distanced itself from its recent call for an end to 
constitutional guarantees separating church and state, a move that could have 
installed Roman Catholicism as Poland's state religion. Speaking in a 
nationally televised sermon, Poland's Roman Catholic primate, Cardinal Jozef 
Glemp, said, 'The church and state stand on different levels [and] should be 
independent from each other, but somehow bound to cooperate for the benefit of 
man. If such autonomy is called separation, that is acceptable’, Glemp 
said. While Poland is overwhelmingly Roman Catholic, Surveys show that 
Support for the church has declined there due to its stand against abortion 
and for the introduction of religious instruction into public. schools, 
according to the ENS report. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.36 
USA: LUTHERAN CHURCH INITIATES STAFF CUTBACKS 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) has eliminated 16 staff 
positions, and nine others will be dropped through attrition as part tof tits 
effort to cut 1991 spending by US 5.2 million dollars. ‘Whole programmes and 
areas of ministry have been severely affected by these reductions', said 
Bishop Herbert Chilstrom of the ELCA. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.37 
GUATEMALA: CHRISTIAN GROUP CONDEMNS POLITICALLY MOTIVATED CRIMES 
Peace will not be achieved in Guatemala until the government stops covering up 
political crimes and puts an end to impunity, according to members of the 
Guatemalan Conference of Religious (Confregua). The Confregua statement 
came in reaction to the murder in April of Moises Cisneros, a Marist priest. 
‘As Guatemalans and Christians we cannot remain indifferent to this "black 
hand" that has descended over our country. With our silence aren't we 
accomplices to this situation?' they stated. More than 30 000 people have 
been killed for political reasons in Guatemala's decade-old conflict. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.38 
RCC TO INVESTIGATE ILLICIT TRADE IN CHILDREN 
The new president of the Latin American [Roman Catholic] bishops' conference 
(CELAM) Archbishop Nicolas de Jesus Lépez Rodriguez has said the Roman 
Catholic Church will investigate rumours of trafficking of children for 


illegal adoption and for organ transplants. At a recent meeting of CELAM, 
members pledged to investigate the claims ‘because the evidence so far is 
inconclusive. This is a recent addition to the many immoral forms of 


trafficking that exist in the world', they said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.39 
INDIA: YOUTH MEETING PLEDGES TO FIGHT INJUSTICE 
"Hope in the midst of Turmoil' was the theme of a youth assembly of the 
National Council of Churches in India held in April. It was attended by over 
250 participants. The meeeting affirmed to move beyond denominational and 
religious boundaries to create a just world. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.40 
JAPANESE, CHINESE YWCAs RESTORE RELATIONS 
Relations between the Young Womens' Christian Associations (YWCA) of Japan and 
China were revived following a recent visit to China by a group of: nineteen 
members of the Japan YWCA. The two groups broke off their contacts after 
World War II. Attempts to visit China in 1989 by the Japan YWCA were 
unsuccessful due to the student-led Tiananmen Square protests. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.41 
PERU: NUN KILLED BY GUERRILLAS 
An Australian nun was among five people shot dead early this month after a 
summary ‘people's trial' in a village situated in the Peruvian Andes 
mountains, according to a report in the 1 June edition of The Tablet. Sister 
Irene McCormack of the order of Saint Joseph of the Sacred Heart, who was 52 
and engaged in teaching and social work in the village of Huasahuasi some 150 
miles north-east of Lima, was picked out with four villagers when a band of 
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) guerrillas entered the village on 21 May. 
The guerrillas ordered the people to gather in the square and after staging 
the trial, they shot the victims one after another in the back of the head. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.06.42 

KENYA: ECUMENICAL BODY CALLS FOR NATIONAL POLITICAL CONVENTION 

The National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) has called for a national 
political convention to discuss issues affecting the country. The call is 
contained in a document: 'A Kairos for Kenya' issued by the NCCK and signed by 
its general secretary Samuel Kobia. The document is a study of 24 issues 
selected from a bigger report and includes issues such as_ pluralism, 
detentions without trial, unemployment and poverty. Several church leaders 
have in the recent past made calls (EPS 91.05.46, 06.10) for a return to 
multi-party democracy in Kenya which has been ruled as a one-party state since 
1982 by President Daniel arap Moi. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.43 

SOVIET UNION: FIRST ORTHODOX RADIO SERVICE LAUNCHED 

Radio ‘Radonezh', the first independent Russian Orthodox radio. service, 
started broadcasting from Moscow in May, according to a report from the 
UK-based Keston News Service. The broadcast, which will initially be for two 
hours four times a week, will include material on the history and current life 
of the Russian Orthodox church, church-related news, music and commentary. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.06.44 
ROMANIA: BIBLE SOCIETY ESTABLISHED 
A Bible Society was established in Romania last month by the Romanian Orthodox 
Church and four Protestant churches. A communiqué issued after the launching 
ceremonies announced that one of the first projects the Society will undertake 
is to translate the Bible into Romanian. A Romanian Bible already exists, 
but it has been described by some as being ‘too literary’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.45 

MALAYSIA: LUTHERAN CHURCH LEADERS EXAMINE FUTURE MISSION PATTERNS 

Asian Lutheran church efforts in mission and service and their present and 
future ministries was the focus of a regional consultation held in Kuala 
Lumpur/Malaysia (28 April-3 May) according to a report from the Asia Lutheran 
Press Service. The consultation, which was organized by the Geneva-based 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF), also discussed the impact on the church of 
the presence of a large number of non-Christian populations and differing 
cultures in the Asian region. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.46 
ECUTEXT: Castro of WCC Sends Message to de Klerk of South Africa 


[This is the text of a letter sent to South African President F.W. de Klerk by 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, 6 June. See 
related item EPS 91.06.24. ] 


We follow with prayer all attempts to bring justice and peace to South Africa, 
remembering especially you and all those who are responsible for 
decision-making in your society. 


The World Council of Churches was greatly encouraged to learn of the agreement 
made between your government and the African National Congress, that all 
political prisoners would be freed by 30 April this year. We were disturbed 
when this date was not strictly observed, but were glad to know from your 
recent conversation with Archbishop Tutu that you intend to expedite the 
release of these prisioners. 


Once again, however, we are gravely disquieted, learning as we do from the 
South African Council of Churches of the plight of the remaining political 
prisoners in jails and hospitals throughout your land, particularly those who 
are now on a hunger strike. The Human Rights Commission reports that there 
are 40 prisoners who are fasting, and that several of them are now so weak 
that they are in imminent danger of death. 


We would urge you most strongly to keep your promise to release all political 
prisoners, and thus, not only to save the lives of those now on hunger strike, 
but also to create the necessary political climate in which the negotiations 
for a new constitution for South Africa can take place. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.47 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Letter to UN Secretary General de Cuellar 


[This is the text of a letter to the Secretary General of the United Nations 
On peace in Central America. It was signed by general secretaries Emilio 
Castro (World Council of Churches), Felipe Adolf (Consejo Latinoamericano de 
Iglesias), Joan Brown Campbell (US National Council of Churches) and Gunnar 
Staalsett (Lutheran World Federation). ] 


The four organizations represented by our signatures are committed to the 
Support of efforts to secure a just peace in the countries of Central America. 


Gathered in Geneva from 3-5 June, our representatives have given special 
attention to the peace process in Guatemala and El Salvador, including the 
role which the United Nations is carrying out in the negotiations. 


In particular we wish to commend the careful and balanced contribution to the 
negotiation process being made by the representatives of your office, Dr 
Alvaro de Soto and Dr Francesc Vendrell. In spite of the fact that their 
role places them at the heart of occasional tensions and controversy, their 
contribution has been excellent. 


Allow us to express gratitude for the leadership of the United Nations at this 
critical time in the history of Central America. 


Be assured that we stand ready to assist your work for peace in whichever ways 
are considered helpful. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.48 
ECUVIEW: Human Rights Challenges (Vicky Berry) 


[Berry is executive secretary on the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the WCC. This item is exerpted from her 
presentation at a UN human rights seminar last month in Geneva/Switzerland. ] 


.». The World Council of Churches invests a certain amount of time and effort 
in the United Nations human rights system, not because it is either instantly 
or comprehensively efficacious, but for two other reasons: (1) people have a 
right to and a need to ‘tell their story' - providing a witness at the United 
Nations to human rights abuses suffered by members of our constituency helps 
them to know that some part of the world is watching and that they are not 
alone; (2) we believe that the intergovernmental human rights machinery, now 
in its infancy, is today and will be more so in the future, an essential part 
of the mediation of just relationships between and within states. 


--.- We believe that in trying to get the right words into human rights 
legislation and the right mechanisms into place for implementation and 
monitoring, we are begining to lay the base for a different kind of global 
community. 


-.. We are all by now familiar with the abuses of human rights that occur 
under repressive, dictatorial regimes or in the course of international or 
internal conflicts. Iraq is an obvious recent reference point in both these 
cases and, though of long-standing concern to human rights-sensitive 
communities, was only seriously addressed, intergovernmentally, after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. 


-.. Take, for example, the debt crisis and structural adjustment agreements 
and the following quote from a woman in Asia: For my country, paying the 
foreign debt means a freeze in wages, inflation for basic commodities, and 
other social problems. My people, we start thinking, ‘Why do we have this 
poverty, even though we work eight hours a day? Why don't we have enough? 
And so people begin to think, to get organized to act. 


In response the government sends its troops because it says that when people 
get organized they are subversive. So indirectly the effect of the debt 
problem is a lot of human rights violations. This is why we say that it is 
difficult to explain to our people the problem of the foreign debt - the 
direct problem we see is poverty and human rights violations. 


The basic point is that economic and social policies are not neutral in their 
effects; they can and often do lead to basic human rights abuses - not just 
when Guatemalan Indians are disenfranchised from their traditional lands in 
the interests of setting up farms to grow carnations and daisies for export to 
Canada, but also when those same Guatemalan Indians are killed by the armed 
forces or paramilitary for daring to protest or resist their fate. 


What conversations go on in corporate board rooms about basic human rights 
impacts before investment decisions are taken? What analysis is made of the 
human rights impacts before arms trade agreements are finalized? Are we clear 
about the trade-offs in financially and militarily supporting non- 
representative, human rights-abusing governments? These and other questions 
constitute the real human rights challenges. .... [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.49 
ECUVIEW: Creating an Indigenous African Church (Ronald J. Allen) 


(The following abridged item first appeared in the 6 March edition of the 
Christian Century. Allen teaches preaching and New Testament at Christian 
Theological Seminary in Indianapolis/USA. ] 


--- For the past 25 years, African theologians and church leaders have argued 
persuasively that the missionaries brought to Africa a very European and North 
American Christianity. They insisted that African converts abandon their 
traditional religious heritage and many cultural practices. 


As a result, even today some African congregations sing European hymns in 
English (though increasingly in the local languages). Sunday worship may 
follow an order of service from Calvin's Geneva and feature a sermon that 
could be preached almost word for word in Amsterdam, London or St Louis. 


--- A few historians of Christianity in Africa claim that some Africans, from 
the colonial era to the present, professed Christianity in order to gain 
access to the benefits (such as education and health care) that accompanied 
the colonists and their religion. ... 


--- Independent African churches were among the first to challenge this 
Europeanized Christianity. These churches sought to find similarities 
between Christianity and traditional African religious and social values. 


--- This raises a question that confronts the church in every society. Where 
is the boundary between the gospel and the culture? How much can the church 
adapt itself to the prevailing world view and still remain recognizably 
Christian? 


+++ A second concern of African theologians is Christianity's relationships 
with other religions. Like North America, Africa is a place of religious 
pluralism. Many different religions open shops alongside one another. 
These groups are often rivals. 


The tension between Christianity and Islam is a case study of such rivalry. 
Both Christians and Muslims claim to have the exclusive interpretation of 
divine revelation. Islam is reportedly even more aggressively evangelistic 
than Christianity and recruits Christians even as Christians try to recruit 
Moasiaims. ov dz 


--- Christians are exploring how much they can witness to their faith without 
being imperialistic. They seek to maintain the integrity and vitality of 
their faith while acknowledging the inherent worth of the adherents of other 
religions. Is it possible, they ask, for Christianity to stand on common 
ground with other religions and even to be instructed by them? Can such a 
vision be translated into social reality on a continent where sectarian 
passion and conflict are as old as humankind? 


African Christians are also examining the relationship between church and 
state. When I arrived in Africa, my image of the relationship between church 
and state was fired by headlines about Desmond Tutu and Allan Boesak. I had 
read about the church's central role in helping end a totalitarian government 
in Benin and in promoting a new humanitarian approach to government. Here, I 
thought, is a continent where the church exercises the prophetic role of 
monitoring justice and courageously calling for change. [over 


african christianity/2 


Of course, it is impossible to speak about the relationship between church and 
state in Africa. The relationship differs from nation to nation and from 
church).te .churchy -wiss 


In some regions, authoritarian and repressive regimes keep the church under 
their thumbs. While an occasional Desmond Tutu speaks out, most clergy walk 
the line of trying to keep out of jail without losing their integrity. In 
such settings, the church often criticizes the state in indirect language that 
only sensitive ears can hear. 


.-- Pastoral leadership poses another problem for many African denominations 
that suffer a shortage of ordained, formally educated clergy. Several 
ministers serve more than one congregation. In the United Church of Zambia, 
a pastor may serve as many as eight or ten congregations. ... 


The shortfall of pastors does have an advantage. Lay leaders do most of the 
preaching, teaching, pastoral counselling and general overseeing of 
congregational life. 


African Christians are also pondering their relationship with partner 
churches. Christianity came to bud in Africa when European nations colonized 
the continent. The Euro-American churches assumed a dominant, colonial 
attitude toward the African churches. 


... African churches must sometimes choose between buckling under pressure 
from the Euro-American church and standing on their rights as partners and 
pushing against the hands that tie the strings. On the other hand, African 
churches sometimes exercise their part oof the partnership in ways 
disappointing to their partners. ... 


--. For one, most theological colleges require their teachers to have 
completed at least a master's degree. Very few Africans hold this degree. 

The education of ministers in Africa is slightly different from that in the 
US. After completing the equivalent of high school, the ministerial student 
next attends theological college without attaining a university-level 


bachelor's degree. After three years of a theological programme, which 
basically corresponds to the seminary curriculum in the US, the student 
receives the equivalent of the A.B. Few schools in Africa offer a master's 


in theology. ... 


Another problem is that faculty service is not especially attractive even to 
those who possess the necessary qualifications. Salaries are as low as those 
for clergy. Europeans and North Americans labour heroically in the classroom 
to make African theological education as African as possible. 


«.»- Indeed, the recent record of church growth in Africa is a direct contrast 
to that of the oldline churches in the US, whose membership rolls are ailing 
and whose real dollars for mission are diminishing. ... African independent 
churches and Pentecostal congregations are said to be increasing the 
fastest. The denominations with historic ties to European and North American 
churches are reported to be growing, though more slowly. Even the communions 
most closely identified with colonial powers - such as the Anglican - have 
full jsanctuaries .»'.'. 


Unless the church slips beneath the surface of history, it will contend with 
perplexities. Much of African Christianity struggles with problems that are, 
at the same time, signs of life. Given the importance of the issues 
confronting the church in Africa, it is a blessing that it faces them in 
vitality and strength. [EPS] 
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The new WCC Central Committee meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings: 


3-4 July Executive Committee 

5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 

17-19 September Executive Committee 

20-27 September Central Committee 


The WCC Communication Department is preparing many resources to -assist in 
reporting and interpreting the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
February). Some are already available; others will be released. soon. .. They 
are in the form of publications (books), audio-visuals, and audio: cassettes. 
For a complete list and order form, write to WCC Publications, Box 2100, 
CH-1200 Geneva 2. 


The Zambia-based Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation is looking for a 
Director. Qualified persons are invited to submit their applications to; 
The Chairman, Board of Governors, Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, Box . 21493, 
Kitwe, Zambia. Tel: 214572/211269/211488/215198. Telex: ZA 52050. 


The following situation report is available from WCC/CICARWS, P.O. Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2: 


Situation report (#15, 11 June) om emergency relief in Sudan. 
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EPS 91.06.50 
SUDAN: FOOD AIRDROPS ARE LIFELINE FOR 500 000 PEOPLE 


(This item is adapted from the Nairobi-based All Africa Press Service. ] 


The twice-a-day air shipments of food into Juba, Sudan, are a double lifeline 
for Roman Catholic Archbishop Paolino Lukudo Loro of Juba. The flights are 
his only route in and out of the rebel besieged city, and the only source of 
food for the more than 500 000 people crowded into Juba because of the 
fighting between the government and southern rebels. 


Juba is the main city in southern Sudan and its normal population is 150 000. 
The food situation is ‘very bad' as the civil war and an eight-year drought 
have taken local farm land out of production, said Loro this last April. 
Loro also sought further relief aid for his area because the cargo flights are 
threatened with extinction as a result of dwindling funds. 


Loro has headed the Juba archdiocese since 1983. Currently, government 
troops control Juba and a 15-mile perimeter around it, but the rebel Sudanese 
People’s Liberation Army controls the surrounding countryside and is 
tightening its grip around the city. The warring parties in the southern 
countryside block overland food shipments to towns and cities where thousands 
of people have fled from the rural combat zones, said Loro. 


The cargo flights, carrying 17 tons of food each, are sponsored by the Geneva- 
based Lutheran World Federation (LWF), and originate in Nairobi, the capital 
of neighbouring Kenya. The supplies are about one-third of the needs, 
according to UN standards. 


Loro reported that Catholic bishops have unsuccessfully tried to mediate the 
civil war, which has strong religious overtones. The fighting pits the 
government, controlled by northern Arabs Muslims, against the guerrillas, who 
draw their strength from the southern populations of Christians and black 
African animists. These historical differences are worsened now by northern 
control of the government and efforts to impose Islamic law. People would be 
willing to live as one nation ‘if the national cake was well shared', he 
said. But the disproportionate control by the north leads many rebel 
Supporters to see southern independence as the only solution, he added. 


Loro said the government is mostly to blame for the failure of church 
mediation efforts. ‘We are treated by the government as if we are part of 
the rebels, but we are not.' The fighting could be ended ‘if the government 
had the will to bring peace', he said. ‘In the south the people are for 
peace. The problem is not with us but with the central government.’ No 
side is winning the war and the fighting is causing only hunger and death, he 
said. A major battle for Juba would result in a '‘'massacre' of the people 
living in the city. 


The church leaders are hindered in their peace efforts and in developing 
programmes to meet the people's needs because they lack regular means of 


communications among themselves due to the war, Loro added. There has been 
no contact with Bishop Paride Taban of Torit since 1986 when his area fell to 
the guerrillas. Several years ago the government blocked short-wave radio 


messages between church leaders in the south and north to prevent them from 
being used by rebels, Loro said. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.51 
SOUTH AFRICA: ELEVEN CHURCH, COMMUNITY LEADERS DETAINED 


Eleven church and community leaders of Messina in the northern Transvaal 
region of South Africa were detained (8 June) under South Africa's Internal 
Security Act, according to a report from the Southern Africa Church News 
(SACN). 


The report quotes Ndanga Phaswana of the Northern Transvaal Council of 
Churches. He said those detained include a clergyman of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Africa and a Lutheran youth leader. 


‘This happens now, when we were told that there would be freedom of speech', 
said Phaswana. 


According to the SACN report, church leaders believe the eleven were detained 
for instigating a boycott by blacks against white-owned shops in Messina to 
protest a government-appointed council which the blacks say has been imposed 
on them. 


In another development, the South African Human Rights Commission (HRC) has 
said there are 972 political prisoners still being held by the South African 
government as of 3 June. 


According to the HRC, the government's declaration that there were ‘well below 
200' prisoners in South African jails is ‘patently false, misleading and 
misinformed". 


The HRC criticised the government's slow-paced release of prisoners which, it 
said, was contrary to an agreement reached between the authorities and the 
African National Congress. The agreement stated that all political prisoners 
would be released by end of April this year as part of the process of settling 
the South African impasse. 


The HRC urged the creation of ‘more and wider categories for administrative 
release' of prisoners which would free more people at a time instead of 
employing the time-consuming method of considering cases on an individual 
basis. 


Meanwhile, London-based Amnesty International says 120 political prisoners are 
being held by the government of the South African ‘independent' homeland of 
Bophuthatswana. 


According to Amnesty International, a number of the prisoners in 
Bophuthatswana also went on hunger strike (15 June) to press their release 
from detention. 


On 6 June, the Geneva-based World Council of Churches sent a letter to 
President F.W. de Klerk expressing concern over the plight of 40 South African 
prisoners on hunger strike (EPS 91.06.24, 06.49). Some of the prisoners were 
said to be on the brink of death due to prolonged periods without food. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.52 
NORWAY: GORBACHEV ENCOURAGES BIBLE WORK 
Raisa Gorbachev, wife of Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev has said the Bible 
‘has an important contribution to make towards peace in our world and to the 
moral-armament of our people’. She was speaking in Oslo on 4 June at a 
ceremony at which she was presented with a Bible by the Norwegian Bible 
Society. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.53 
ROMANIA: BAPTISTS APPEAL TO US FOR 'MOST FAVOURED NATION' STATUS 


The Congress of the Romanian Baptists meeting early last month in Bucharest 
issued an appeal to US President George Bush and the US Congress ‘to kindly 
grant once again to Romania the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status’. 


MFN status, granted by the US Congress, assures a country of favourable tariff 
terms for goods entering the USA. For years under Communist dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu, Romania enjoyed this status, but in the last years of his rule, 
Ceausescu renounced it. 


The Baptist appeal referred to changed circumstances within Romania and noted 
that ‘under present conditions in Romania, our churches can perform their 
services in freedom. Doors have been opened wide for teaching, evangelism, 
social work and acts of charity’. 


MFN status would be ‘very welcome to our people during this transitory stage 
to a market economy and to help in setting up democratic infrastructures in 
Romania’, the Congress said, adding that help from the United States is 
necessary, especially now as constitutional principles are defined and the 
most important laws of Romania are issued’. 


The statement added: 'We would like to be a bridge of trust and an instrument 
of strengthening the relationships between the USA and Romania’. 


In another action, the Congress called upon the Romanian parliament to pass a 
law abolishing abortion and pornography. 


The Congress noted that Baptists in Romania were ‘deeply grieved' that since 
the revolution in 1989, two million children ‘have been murdered in their 
mothers' womb through abortions accomplished in the state hospitals and 
c1inice*, 


They noted that abortion ‘will destroy the future of our nation, will 
jeopardize our women's health and especially the nation's conscience is 
burdened with an awful guilt’. 


They added that abortion 'is an act against human life and contrary to God's 
purpose for mankind’. 


While agreeing and accepting the importance of freedom of expression and of 
the press, the Congress expressed serious concern over the presence of 
pornographic materials and said ‘this freedom should not reach the freedom of 
poisoning the emotions and destroy the morality of the youth of Romania’. 


They urged the Romanian parliament ‘to issue a law that defends the freedom of 
the Romanian citizens to live in a clean environment, without pollution 
through pornography'. 


The Congress also approved a statement supporting Christian education and the 
use of Christian television material ‘to help revitalize Romania's moral 
values'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.54 


NORWAY: BIBLE SOCIETY CELEBRATES 175 YEARS 
Celebrations to mark the 175th anniversary of the Norwegian Bible Society were 


held across Norway (26 May). [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.55 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES WELCOMES INTERNATIONAL APPEAL ON AIDS 


The Geneva-based World Council of Churches (WCC) has welcomed the signing of 
'The Venice Appeal' on the Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) released 
at a conference organized by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization in Venice/Italy on 8 June. 


The appeal was signed among others, by several government representatives, 
church leaders, musicians, sports personalities and business executives. The 
WCC was represented by Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev. 


Delivering the WCC message at the signing ceremony, Sabev said the church as a 
healing community affirms the value of life and ‘brings the Gospel's message 
of mercy and love, of reconciliation and hope'. 


He said the WCC has contributed to the fight against AIDS by establishing a 
working group whose task is to cooperate with other agencies and networks 
involved ‘in the struggle against HIV infection and AIDS’. 


The text of the appeal noted that more than ten million children will be born 
HIV-infected, and ten million more will be orphaned by the death of one of 
their parents through AIDS during the coming decade. 


The signatories noted also that the death of millions of young and middle-aged 
adults could lead to economic, social and even political destabilization in 
many developing countries, and especially in the least developed ones. 


The appeal called for the ‘generosity of men and women who wish to show their 
commitment' to fight ‘this terrible pandemic' to contribute to national 
programmes against AIDS by strengthening preventive education, training and 
scientific research and support for the orphans. 


A World Health Organization (WHO) press release of 31 May said AIDS was 
Spreading rapidly in many regions of the world. It said at least 8 to 10 
million adults and about one million children are infected by the HIV virus. 


The WHO said the most recent predictions indicate that by the year 2000, some 
40 million men, women and children will be infected by the HIV virus. In 
some parts of the world, the WHO said AIDS could reduce the population growth 
by more than 30 percent. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.56 
INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES MEET ON AID TO AFRICA 


A crucial moment is at hand in Africa. Political developments are opening up 
countries like Ethiopia and Angola to aid efforts but the risk of a major 
famine in Africa is still imminent, six leading international disaster 
agencies warned at a meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, on 10 June. 


Leaders of Caritas, Oxfam, the Lutheran World Federation, the League of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the World Council of Churches and 
Catholic Relief Services, meeting to discuss their role in the African 
disasters, decided to formulate specific proposals on how the United Nations 
could sharpen its focus on Africa. 


The agencies agreed to approach governments of the affected countries to make 
their view known and to express their support for measures which would secure 
better coordination between them and the UN relief and aid agencies. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.57 
CARIBBEAN CHURCH LEADERS CALL FOR REGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION 


Twenty-five Caribbean church leaders have called for a major debt relief for 
the countries of the region and urged greater regional economic cooperation. 


The leaders from the member churches of the Caribbean Conference of Churches 
from the Bahamas, Belize, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, Panama, 
and Puerto Rico made the call at the end of their three-day meeting last month 
in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


Meeting under the theme ‘Ecumenical Cooperation for Community Empowerment', 
the leaders stated that they were appalled by the situation of extreme poverty 
in their countries caused by external debt and the pressures of the 
International Monetary Fund. 


The leaders urged ‘all churches of our region to work together towards the 
realization of a Jubilee year (injunction in Old Testament law for the 
liquidation of all debt to redress the imbalance between rich and poor every 
fiftieth year) and other alternatives favourable to the Poors... % 


The meeting also proposed the opening of an office for the Spanish-speaking 
territories in the region - Cuba, Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico - as part 
of greater integration and cooperation among the countries of the Caribbean. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.06.58 
LESOTHO: LABOUR MIGRATION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA DISCUSSED 


An international ecumenical consultation on migration met in Maseru/Lesotho 
last month to discuss labour migration in southern Africa and to consider its 
political, social and economic implications on the countries of the region, 


The southern African countries of Malawi, Mozambique, Swaziland, Lesotho and 
Namibia are the main suppliers of labour to the gold and other mines of South 
Africa. 


According to conference documents, the meeting was called to review the 
current situation of labour migration and dependency in southern Africa and to 
examine potential alternatives for employment generation in the countries that 
supply labour to South Africa. 


The meeting also considered plans for a broader international conference on 
regional labour migration scheduled for next year. 


The meeting noted that labour migration disrupts family life as the men are 
not allowed to live with their families while they are employed in the South 
African mines. 


The meeting also resolved to urge the churches in the region to work closely 
with the South African mines to negotiate improved terms of employment for 
migrant workers. 


Patrick A. Taran, World Council of Churches staff person and secretary for 
migration on the Commission on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
represented the WCC at the meeting. In his presentation, Taran said 
migration deprived the supplying countries of their skilled labour which 

is essential to their own development. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.59 
FINLAND: LUTHERAN CHURCH INITIATES EFFORTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 


The Committee on Church and Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Finland (ELCF) has released a booklet, ‘An Ecological Way of Life, The 
Christian Challenge for Environmental Responsibility' whose aim is to draw 
greater attention to environmental protection among its members, according to 
a News From The Church of Finland report. 


‘Every citizen should not only be aware of the seriousness and urgency of 
environmental problems, but should also adjust his own way of life to the 
conditions of the natural economy', the document says. 


The document admits the church's failure in the past to address seriously 
issues of nature conservation. The ELCF now urges ‘both individuals and the 
church' to seek environmental-friendly alternatives. 


‘This means, among other things, a critical approach to consumption behaviour", 
Says the report. 


According to the report, the church should now focus on issues such as the use 
of church land, the management of church forests, cemeteries, congregational 
building activities and the widespread use of plastic and other disposable 
items. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.60 
NAMIBIA: CHURCHES AGREE TO COOPERATE 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Republic of Namibia (ELCRN) and the 
German Evangelical Lutheran Church in South West Africa (GELC) have agreed to 
forget their past differences and to cooperate as a start toward ‘a new 
relationship’. 


The two church bodies made the pledge at their meeting in Windhoek (13 June) 
and agreed to ‘respect and accept one another and work together'. 


‘Problems and difficulties’ that have affected relations between the churches 
‘were put forward in a good Christian spirit', said a statement signed by the 
leaders of the two churches. 


The statement added: ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ unites his church, forgiving our 
trespasses as we forgive one another'. 


The meeting agreed to ‘encourage the congregations to seek ways of new 
cooperation and fellowship’. They also agreed to set up a committee to work 
out further steps toward cooperation. 


The two churches have separate administrations and leadership. The ELCRN is 
a predominantly ‘coloured' (people of mixed race under the South African race 
classification which ruled Namibia until March 1990), and the GELC draws most 
of its membership from the German-speaking white population. [EPS] a 


EPS 91.06.61 
FIRST AFRICAN TO HEAD UNITED METHODIST COUNCIL ELECTED 
Emilio J. M. de Carvalho of Angola has become the first African to head the 
US-based United Methodist Council. He was elected president for a one-year 
term 3 May. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.62 
NEPAL: PRISONERS HELD ON RELIGIOUS GROUNDS RELEASED 
The Nepalese government released last month all prisoners who had been 


detained because of their religious belief or practice. In April, the 
first-ever Christian Leaders' Conference was held following reforms announced 
by Nepalese King Birendra earlier. According to Britannica World Data, 


Nepal's population of 18 million is 89 percent Hindu. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.63 

PORTUGAL: CHURCHES AIM TO IMPROVE RELIGIOUS BROADCASTS 

Protestant broadcasters and producers of religious programmes for Portugal's 
national television network have taken steps to coordinate and improve the 
broadcasting output of the country's minority churches, according to a report 
in Action newsletter, a publication of the London-based World Association for 
Christian Communication. For the first time, the Portuguese Council of 
Churches held a meeting in April of programme producers and _ other 
communication specialists to discuss 'Television and the Gospel'. The aim of 
the meeting was to review the last three years' productions and to find ways 
of improving variety and quality. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.64 

VATICAN RADIO SAID TO CAUSE AIR ‘POLLUTION’ 

The Rome city government may ask the Vatican to reduce the frequency of its 
radio waves because of ‘electromagnetic wave pollution’ which could be a 
health hazard. Residents near the Vatican Radio transmitter in Rome, about 
half-a-mile from St Peter's Square, have lodged complaints that the radio's 
transmitters are so powerful the radio programmes can be heard through 
intercoms, cause quartz watches and clocks to ‘go mad', and ‘burn out' 
transistors and stereos. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.65 
SOUTH AFRICA: RIGHT WINGERS SAID TO BE LEAVING REFORMED CHURCH 
The Southern African Church News reports that about 30 000 members and 70 
ministers have left the Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) as a protest against the 
church's changed position on apartheid. The DRC said last year that 
apartheid is a sin and condemned the Biblical justification for it. ‘It is 
purely on political grounds that they are leaving the church', said Johan 
Heynes, former moderator of the DRC. He claimed that most of those leaving 
the church were under the influence of right-wing political organizations. 
Most of those who left the DRC are reported to have joined the newly-formed 
Afrikaanse Protestant Kerk, a predominantly white Afrikaaner church which 
Supports apartheid on Biblical grounds. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.66 
USA: "MORAL GROUND' FOR 'NEW ORDER' URGED 
Christians in the United States must move the concept of a ‘new world order’ 
from economic and political terms to the moral grounds of justice, sharing and 
love, Gabriel Habib, general secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches 


told a US ecumenical conference earlier this month. Habib said opposition to 
the (Persian) Gulf war by US church leaders projected an ‘authentic image of 
Christianity' to those in the Middle East. Now, he said, US political 


leaders should be faithful to the nation's ideals of freedom and justice. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.06.67 
MALAYSIAN CHURCH GROUP ON STUDY TOUR OF CHINA, TAIWAN 
A six-person group of the Lutheran Church in Malaysia and Singapore made a 
Study tour of churches and seminaries in the People's Republic of China, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan last month, according to a report in the Hong Kong-based Asia 
Focus newsletter published by the Union of Catholic Asia News. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.68 

NORWAY: PLANS UNDERWAY TO SET UP AN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

Plans are underway to set up a Christian Council in Norway in two year's time, 
according to the Church of Norway Information Service. Once established, the 
body will open membership to all churches in Norway. An ecumenical body, the 
Council of Evangelical Churches (CEC) already exists, but does not include the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Orthodox Church, the Free Evangelical Congregations 
and the Seventh-day Adventists in its membership. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.69 
IRELAND: PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ASSEMBLY CALLS FOR STOP TO LOTTERY PLANS 
The Annual General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland meeting in 
Dublin (3-7 June) urged UK Prime Minister John Major to scrap plans for a 
national lottery. The assembly also criticised Sunday trading in Ireland and 
appealed to the government to introduce legislation which would protect the 
‘special character' of the Sabbath. [EPS] . 


EPS 91.06.70 

USA: SURVEY SUGGESTS MOST EPISCOPALIANS OPPOSE HOMOSEXUAL ORDINATION 

A non-scientific survey conducted by The Living Church, a weekly magazine of 
the Episcopal Church based in Milwaukee/USA says Episcopalians are strongly 
opposed to the ordination of practising homosexuals, the blessing of same-sex 
relationships, and to ‘inclusive language’ liturgical texts. The survey said 
85 percent of the 2600 people polled were strongly against homosexual 
ordination, while 88 percent opposed the blessing of same-sex relationships by 
the church, Last year, episcopal bishops voted to distance themselves from 
the ordination of a non-celibate gay priest by their colleague in the northern 
part of the state of New Jersey (EPS 90.03.36). [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.71 
FINNISH-LATVIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH LEADERS SIGN FRIENDSHIP AGREEMENT 
A friendship agreement between the Lutheran churches of Latvia and Finland was 
recently signed by Lutheran bishops from the two countries, according to a 
News From The Church of Finland report. The agreement seeks to improve 
mutual interaction which includes spiritual and material sharing. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.72 
KENYA: DE KLERK CALLS FOR WORLD PRAYERS FOR PEACE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
President F. W. de Klerk appealed for world prayers for peaceful political 
changes in his country. Speaking at a Reformed Church service in Eldoret, 
250 kms north-west of Nairobi, during his two-day visit to Kenya (8-9 June), 
de Klerk said the task of his government is to change South Africa ‘from 
within and to create a new foundation for all'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.06.73 
KENYA: MUSLIM BODY CALLS FOR POLICE INVESTIGATION OF CHURCH LEADERS 
The Supreme Council of Kenya Muslims (SCKM) has urged member churches of the 
National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) to pull out of the’ organization 
because the body 'no longer served their interests’. The SCKM also called on 
the government to investigate the activities and movements of the NCCK 
leadership for allegedly inciting the public against the government, a 
reference to a recent document, ‘A Kairos for Kenya' issued by the NCCK in 
which it proposed a national convention to consider issues such as pluralism, 
detentions without trial, unemployment and poverty in Kenya (EPS 91.06.42). 
Several church leaders have in the past made calls for ‘a return to 
multi-partism in Kenya which has been ruled as a one-party state since 1982 by 
President Daniel arap Moi. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.74 
ECUTEXT: Ethiopian Religious Leaders Call for Peace 


(The following statement was issued 12 June in Addis Ababa by Lutheran, 
Orthodox, Catholic and Muslim leaders following a meeting to discuss the new 
developments in Ethiopia. ] 


--. It is imperative that we now praise our Creator, the Lord of Peace, over 
and over again, for He has heard the believers' prayers and intercessions and 
through His mercy, has spared particularly Addis Ababa, the capital city, 
which was threatened by aweful devastations, similar to the cases of Monrovia 
(Liberia) and Mogadishu (Somalia). 


This is not to say that Addis Ababa and other parts of our country have not 
been affected by the situation, but a recognition of the fact that much worse 
could have otherwise happened; and we are remembering all our affected fellow 
citizens with deep sorrows and prayers. 


We earnestly call upon all believers that while giving thanks to the merciful 
Creator, prayers and intercessions continue in the churches and mosques until 
He gives lasting peace to Ethiopia and stable life to the people. 


In this connection we urge all Ethiopians to plead with the Almighty Creator 
who is able to change hatred to love and understanding, vengeance to 
forgiveness, violence to patience and bring about the peace and prosperity of 
Ethiopia and the well-being of her people. 


Furthermore, we the religious leaders strongly advise all Ethiopians to see to 
it that the religious, moral and cultural values of the Ethiopian people 
continue to be respected and that all citizens cooperate in taking care of 
government and people's properties and work together towards peace and 
Stability of the country. 


We note with regret that millions of our fellow citizens are exposed to 
famine, nakedness, disease and emigration owing to the war which has been 
going on for several years. 


Thus, the fact that we need to enhance our emergency relief assistance in view 
of alleviating such a growing problem is beyond question. Therefore, while 
expressing our deep gratitude to the international and national agencies as 
well as individuals for their generous supports so far, we kindly request them 
again to extend their assistance on a much larger scale. 


In the name of the Creator, we call upon all the participants of the Founding 
Conference of the transitional government, which is due to take place on 1 
July 1991, to do all they can, genuinely in working towards the realization of 
peace for Ethiopia, so that the country may be relieved of her problems and 
that her people may lead happy and peaceful lives. 


We again call upon all believers to continue with their prayers and 
intercessions regarding this noble objective and do so particularly on 1 July 
1991 (while the conference is going on) in the respective churches. and 
mosques. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.75 
ECUVIEW: The Present Situation in Argentina (Hugo 0. Ortega) 


[Ortega is a Methodist pastor and director of Ediciones La Aurora, an 
ecumenical publishing company based in Buenos Aires. ] 


Argentina is currently going through a phase of radical economic policy 


readjustment. Basically, this involves privatising key state-run industries 
(communication, transport, energy) which in turn is causing unemployment to 
increase. Over 25 percent of the economically-active population is presently 


unemployed, a rate heretofore unequalled in this country. 


At the same time, official social welfare programmes are being cut along with 
benefits to the non-active sectors of the population (retired and disabled 
people, pensioners). Retirement pensions are so low that a recent Ministry 
of Health report refers to widespread malnutrition among elderly people. 


For the last few weeks, a kind of tent city erected by the elderly in the 
Plaza Lavalle, the centre of Buenos Aires, opposite the Supreme Court 
building, has testified to the misery of old people who worked all their lives 
long. Hundreds of poverty-stricken old people are being fed by those in 
solidarity with them. 


A parallel development is the worrying reappearance of repression and 
violence, awakening memories not only of the past but also of the 'Triple A' 
(Allianza Argentina Anti-communista). 


A group of students who were refused entry to a music festival on 25 April 
were violently attacked by the police and subsequently detained. One of 
them, 16-year-old Walter Bulacio, died in hospital the next morning of 
complications diagnosed as ‘aneurism'. 


On 23 May, more students paraded through the city centre in protest against 
the attempted cover-up of the Bulacio case. Once again they were violently 
repressed by the police. Five youths, including three minors, were 
imprisoned and two youths were severely beaten. 


The day before (22 May), an outspoken critic of the government's cultural 
policy, film director Fernando Pino Solana, was shot six times in the legs - a 
clear case of political intimidation; in a related case, the president of the 
Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, Hebe de Bonafini, received a telephone threat 
that she would be shot in the head rather than the legs. 


At the beginning of May, 139 tombs in the Berazategui Jewish cemetery on the 
outskirts of Buenos Aires were desecrated by a militant Nazi organization. 
Two members of the organization currently in detention are ex-members of the 
security police. 


Apparently, the aim is to scare and demobilize the population during the 
current period of brutal economic readjustment - a neo-conservative recipe 
very fashionable at the moment in other countries in the region. 


The Protestant churches belonging to the Consultative Council (COCO) have 
approached the authorities to manifest their concern over the recent wave of 
repression and violence, and Protestant church leaders marched with the people 
to demonstrate their disgust at what is happening. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.06.76 
ECUVIEW: Lebanon Recovers (Ghassan Rubeiz) 


[Rubeiz is Secretary for the Middle East in the Commission on Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service of the World Council of Churches. ] 


In October 1990, when the world was busy with the Gulf crisis, Syria used the 
opportunity to gain power in Lebanon by deposing General Aoun and installing 
the Arab-sponsored Taef Agreement as a framework for future reform in the 
country. Despite his sincerity, Aoun was a poor politician and too weak to 
mobilize the Lebanese of all political tendencies to rally behind him. His 
war of ‘liberation against the occupier’, turned out to be a war of 
inter-Christian fighting and then a war of one side of the army (his side) and 
the Syrian-backed side. 


Aoun is now under ‘house arrest' with refugee status in the French Embassy in 
Beirut. His popularity has suffered, but he is still a political leader with 
some integrity, especially compared to the militia leaders, whose reputation 
is now very bad. 


The Syrians have been able to achieve a number of Significant steps towards 
the Lebanon of 'Taef': 


= Security: Fighting has died down completely. Roads are open from North 


to South and from East to West. The Israeli-occupied area on the South 
Lebanon border zone is still inaccessible. Crime has been brought down to a 
tolerable level. Foreigners are back in the streets of Beirut, although not 


in great numbers. 


2. Services: Schools are functioning without interruption. Shops are open 
and are full of merchandise. Restaurants on the sea-shore are busily serving 
dishes or ‘Meza’. Traffic is very dense. Anything with four wheels is 
allowed to = move. The unspoken agreement is 'Drive at your own risk’. 
Theatres, exhibitions, public events, horse racing and even symbolic strikes 
eee beck. *'.\ 


ae Militia Withdrawal: Aoun's military and media campaign against the 
militia was helpful in undermining their credibility. However, ironically, 


the defeat of Aoun was instrumental in weakening the militias as it 
demonstrated that Syria was willing to back up the official Lebanese 
government against any rival force within the country. The defeat of Aoun 
was a lesson for obedience. Backed by Syria, the new government negotiated 
withdrawal of armed forces from the street during the month of April. ... 


4. Representative Government: For years, Lebanon has not had an 


authoritative cabinet of ministers. The cabinet which was formed in recent 
months is slowly gaining strength and relevance. However, it remains very 
weak and some of its members are considered responsible for the division of 
the country during the sixteen years of civil war. A new cabinet may be 
formed in the near future, which would be better equipped to deal with the 
Social and political problems which remain unsolved. 


After so many short-lived recoveries since the trouble started in 1975, one 
wonders if the current recovery will last. While nobody can be sure about 
the long-term future for Lebanon, one can identify some structural changes in 
the country and its environment which may set a pattern for the future. 


First, there are domestic changes: 

- the national army is stronger than the militia; 

- Christian political dominance is disappearing; 

- there is national will to revive pluralism of Lebanon. 
[over] 


lebanon/2 


Second, power relations have changed: 

- Syria's power in Lebanon is unrivalled; 

- Israel's influence in Lebanon has waned; 

- the US/Syria political axis in Lebanon has become decisive. 


Within a relatively short period, the army has been strengthened, reunified 


and given an appropriate mandate to secure order. It is interesting that the 
commander of the national army is Christian, but the majority of the forces is 
Muslim. The spirit of the army is secular and reconciliatory. ... | 


One of the major consequences of the Lebanese marathon of 16 years of fighting 
is the weakening of the Christian community, demographically, territorially 
and politically. However, the Christians are still quite influential in the 
government, in the media, in the army and in every other domain. The Muslims 
have not emerged as winners. All communities have emerged as losers, but the 
advantage which Christians enjoyed before 1975 has gone for ever. Lebanon 
has now become simply another Arab country with a future that is closely 
linked to the culture and power dynamics of the Arab world. The Christian 
community will have to adapt to being a demographic minority and to struggle 
to preserve equality. Political equality of the Christian community will 
remain possible as long as the Syrian secular regime is influential in 
Lebanon. ... 


Syria's dominance in Lebanon is partly a function of the Gulf crisis. Syria 
was allowed by the USA to finish the resistance of General Aoun and dominate 
Lebanon, The USA needed Syria on its side to mobilise Arab opinion against 
Saddam Hussein and justify the allied solution by force, on Arab land and with 
Arab funds. It was easy to sacrifice Aoun as he was leading a. rebellion 
against Syria, Israel and the militias, but without sufficient local 
support. With a smile hiding a resentment of foreign presence, the Lebanese 
refer to Syria as the ‘big sister' ('‘shaiah', in Arabic). There is love and 
hate for Syria in Lebanon. There is, at least, some respect for this 
‘sister' country and an acknowledgement that an external system of security 
was needed to bring back order to a war-torn country. The Lebanese expect to 
see Syria gradually withdraw its army from most of the country over the next 
two years, as the Taef Agreement stipulates. How soon and how complete this 
withdrawal will be, nobody knows. 


In the streets of Lebanon, there is widespread opinion that what the United 
States has planned for the region will be implemented. The Gulf war. showed 
the Arabs that the USA intends to stay in the region and there is no force to 
rival this superpower. The Lebanese feel that Syrian presence in Lebanon is 
not without American support. ... 


Israel has also vehemently opposed the treaty of friendship between Syria and 
Lebanon. Israel considers Syria's presence in Lebanon an _ occupation. As 
Israel is unable today to launch a new war in Lebanon, it will simply use the 
Syrian dominance in Lebanon to justify its occupation of the South of Lebanon. 


The short term prognosis for Lebanon is positive. The government will have 
to become more responsible although the Lebanese do not expect much service 
from the public sector. Private initiative in this country is phenomenal. 
Security is bound to improve as the national army continues to expand its. role 
geographically and militarily. Syria's dominance in Lebanon. is. expected. to 
decrease as the Lebanese are known to be too difficult..to. subdue. . The 
Lebanese communities will have to unite further to facilitate the gradual 
softening of Syria's role in Lebanon. Syria's involvement in Lebanon should 
not be equated with Israel's occupation in the South. ...[EPS] 
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The new WCC Central Committee meeting in Canberra, Australia (21-22 February) 
named the following dates for the following meetings: 


3-4 July Executive Committee 

5-9 July Executive plus ‘expert’ group 
10 July Executive Committee 

17-19 September Executive Committee 

20-27 September Central Committee 


The WCC Communication Department is preparing many resources to assist in 
reporting and interpreting the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra, Australia, 7-20 
February). Some are already available; others will be released soon. They 
are in the form of publications (books), audio-visuals, and audio cassettes. 
For a complete list and order form, write to WCC Publications, Box 2100, 
CH-1200 Geneva 2. 


In EPS 91.06.61 please read, '...Emilio J. M. de Carvalo of Angola has 
become the first African to head the US-based United Methodist Council of 
Bishops’. 


An ecumenical team which undertook a fact-finding visit to Armenia (EPS 
91.06.04) has returned from its mission. The team is currently putting 
together an interim report on its visit. 


The following are tentative EPS deadlines. Please note that these are 
subject to change. 


Monday 8 July 
Monday 15 July 
Monday 5 August. 
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EPS 91.07.01 
WCC URGES CHURCHES TO ACT ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 


The churches have a role to play in disseminating information on the 
inter-related issues of environment and development, according to a brochure 
currently being prepared by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches (WCC) 
ahead of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), 
or ‘Earth Summit’, to be held in Rio de Janeiro/Brazil, 1-12 June 1992. 


The meeting is expected to be attended by heads of state from countries around 
the world. Representatives of over 500 non-governmental organizations 
concerned with environmental and development issues are also expected to 
attend. 


Quoting United Nations General Assembly Resolution 44/228 on the environment, 
the text of the brochure says the conference is expected to ‘elaborate 
strategies and measures to halt and reverse the effects of environmental 
degradation in the context of strengthened national and international efforts 
to promote sustainable and environmentally-sound development in all countries’. 


The brochure says the UNCED is ‘not just another conference’ but ‘potentially 
one of the most important international gatherings of the century’ because it 
draws on ‘many years of work within the international community to agree to 
policies on a range of issues related to environment and development' such as 
the Stockholm Conference on the Environment (1972), the World Charter for 
Nature (1982) and the World Commission on Environment and Development (1987). 


Recalling the WCC work on the ‘ongoing struggles of people's movements' and 
the issues of justice, development and the environment, the brochure Says ‘the 
extreme jeopardy of the current moment presses the churches to consider with 
all seriousness how they might contribute to the UNCED process’. 


It says there are two major problems facing the world, namely, the worldwide 
social justice crisis and the global ecological and environmental crisis. 


"Pursuing justice requires us to learn new ways of paying attention to all 
creation - the land, water, air, all people, plant life and other living 
creatures’, the brochure says. 


The text also says the churches could contribute to the 'Earth Charter', the 
set of rights or basic principles governing the conduct of nations and peoples 
on the issues of the environment and development. 


The ‘Earth Charter' which is expected to feature prominently on the ‘Earth 
Summit* agenda will provide a ‘moral framework’ for the UNCED discussions on 
the environment, adds the brochure. 


The WCC brochure further says the churches can contribute to UNCED at the 
national level through talking about ‘these issues in your churches and 
communities and encourage people to take them seriously’. 


It also calls on the churches to raise the issues with the governments and 
urges them to let the governments ‘know that you take UNCED very seriously and 


that you expect them to as well'. 


The brochure will be distributed to all 317 WCC member churches. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.02 
FIRST VISIT BY WCC DELEGATION TO SOUTH AFRICA IN THIRTY YEARS ANNOUNCED 


The first official delegation of the Geneva-based World Council. of. Churches 
(WCC) in 30 years will visit South Africa at the invitation of, the South 
African Council of Churches (SACC), 12-23 October this year. The delegation 
will be headed by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. cic 


The visit was announced by Frank Chikane, general secretary of the SACC, at a 
meeting of the SACC 25 June in Johannesburg. The purpose of the pastoral 
visit is to support the churches' efforts to achieve peaceful transition from 
an apartheid society to a democratic and non-racial South Africa. 


Castro will meet with religious, political and community leaders’ in 
Johannesburg, Durban, Port Elizabeth and Cape Town. The visit will terminate 
with a conference in Cape Town co-sponsored by the WCC and the SACC. 


No WCC general secretary has visited South Africa since 1960, when the WCC 
organized a conference on apartheid at Cottesloe, near Johannesburg. Shortly 
afterwards, the three white Dutch Reformed Churches withdrew from the WCC. 
In 1974 the WCC staff and Committee members were banned by the South African 
government from visiting the country. Some staff and Committee members did, 
however, go to South Africa in the late eighties. 


Since its inception in 1948, the WCC has condemned racism and appealed to 
churches and Christians to do all they can to remove racism from society. At 
every assembly and at almost every Central Committee meeting throughout the 
WCC's history, there have been discussions on appropriate actions, to be taken 
on the policy of apartheid in South Africa. 


In 1972, the Central Committee renewed its call for withdrawal of investments 
from South Africa, and the following year the WCC sold its stock in firms 
trading with South Africa. 


The proposed visit follows a call of the Seventh Assembly in Canberra/ 
Australia (7-20 February) to all South Africans to be involved in the. process 
of constructive change and to renew their commitment to building a nation, in 
which political order will be complemented by respect for the humanity of all 
people. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.03 
USA: GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH PULLS OUT OF ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America has suspended its 
membership in the (US) National Council of Churches '... until further notice’. 


The action was taken at a 6 June meeting of the Greek Orthodox, Synod and 
reported to the NCC in a 13 June letter to NCC President Leonid Kishkovsky. 


The letter said 'the extreme liberties taken in recent years by the National 
Council of Churches, which identifies itself with the most liberal Protestant 
denominations, make our association and membership impossible’. 


NCC General Secretary Joan Campbell who was to travel to the Middle East, 
cancelled the trip saying ‘we are taking this very seriously’ because ‘we 
value the Orthodox participation in the Council very highly'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.04 
USA: PRESBYTERIANS REJECT PROPOSAL FOR NEW ETHIC ON SEXUALITY 


After months of controversy and six hours of debate, the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA) decided the church was not ready to 
consider changes in its official stance on sexual morality. | 


In an overwhelming vote at its annual meeting in Baltimore/Maryland (4-12 
June), the 600 commissioners rejected by a vote of 534 to 31 the report of a 
Special Task Force on Human Sexuality calling for openness toward sexual 
relationships outside of marriage. 


They reaffirmed the ‘sanctity of the marital covenant between one man and one 
woman to be a God-given relationship to be lived out in Christian fidelity’. 
The General Assembly also restated its 13-year official opposition to the 
ordination of homosexuals. 


Earlier this year, the Task Force in its 196-page report ‘Keeping Body and 
Soul Together: Sexuality, Spirituality and Social Justice' suggested the 
PCUSA consider ordaining non-celibate homosexuals, and endorsing some same-sex 
relationships (EPS 91.03.52). 


The report said that while ‘male voices, white voices, and heterosexual voices 
are certainly valued and valuable’, each needs to be ‘included as only one 
among many other contributors to the theological conversation’ about human 
sexuality. It also called for no automatic condemnation of ‘any sexual 
relations in which there is genuine equality and mutual respect’. 


Gordon Stewart, who chaired the committee that drafted the final resolution 
and pastoral letter of the General Assembly, said ‘We tried to find as much 
common ground as possible - without blowing the family apart. We have two 
groups of people in this church who feel excluded - not only gays and lesbians 
but also those who take a more conservative approach to Scripture, especially 
on sexual morality’. 


He said that it is ‘very clear' that the Presbyterian Church ‘is not ready or 
prepared to reverse the 1978-79 position’, especially on ordination of gays 
and lesbians. 


He added that the report of the Task Force ended up being more of a position 
paper than a study document and therefore it polarized the church. "As a 
vehicle for discussion it doesn't work', he said. 


But one of the authors of the Task Force report, Sylvia Talbot-Smith, strongly 
disagreed with Stewart, saying the pressure to find a peaceful solution led 
the Assembly to a pastoral letter designed to mollify those who are disturbed 
by the issue. She said that the pastoral letter is based on ‘unjust common 
ground’, and that she found it ‘incredibly painful to see that done on the 
backs of lesbians and gays’. 


‘We proposed an ethic for sexual relationships based on justice and 
mutuality’, Talbot-Smith said at a news conference. ‘A church that doesn't 
do justice in its own life is not faithful to the Gospel', she added. ‘Until 
gays and lesbians have an equal voice, dialogue is hollow'. 


Another major US denomination, the Episcopal [Anglican] Church faces the 
daunting task of making a decision on sexuality at its general convention in 
Phoenix/Arizona later this year. An earlier suggestion by the Episcopal 
Church's Standing Committee on Human Affairs (EPS 91.03 52) suggested that the 
convention affirm that each Episcopal diocese is ‘fully competent to determine 
whom best to ordain' in light of ordination qualifications in the Episcopal 
prayer book. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.07.05 
MEXICO: CHRISTIANS FLEE HOMES FOLLOWING ATTACKS Le £2 


More than 300 Christians have fled their villages in the outskirts of. the 
southern Mexican town of Oaxaca after a violent assault by townspeople. hostile: 
to the presence of evangelical Protestants, according to a. report from 
US-based News Network International (NNI). 


The report says the villagers have now taken refuge in the compound of a 
church in Oaxaca. 


The report quotes Adan Jimenez Ruiz, president of the Fratenity of Evangelical 
Christian Pastors of Oaxaca. He said members of his church were invited to 
attend a government-sponsored congress in Oaxaca on 19 April. 


Transportation for the journey had been provided by the government, and just 
when the trip was to begin, crowds of people descended upon the buses carrying 
the church people. 


The NNI report says men, women and children were forcibly dragged off the 
buses and '‘'savagely' beaten, and at least 10 men were stripped of their 
clothes and _ robbed. Others were detained overnight and released the 
following day by their captors. 


‘This is the vilest humiliation that a population has suffered soley for being 
Christians and attempting to build a church', Jimenez said, adding that the 
worst aspect of the persecution is that the state officials have said that ‘no 
one is going to prison for these attacks' 


According to NNI, the principal aggressors against Evangelicals are believed 
to be members of the Peasant or Rural Torch (Antorcha Compes ina) organization 
and local government officials. 


‘There is much persecution in our state', Jimenez said. In certain areas 
‘evangelicals are expropriated of all their possessions and their rights 
because of their faith in Jesus Christ and for having abandoned the Ae cERat Oe 
tradition of alcoholism', said Jimenez. 


According to Britannica World Data, 92 percent of Mexico's population of 84 
million is Roman Catholic. Protestants, including Evangelicals, account for 
3 percent. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.06 
CYPRUS: HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS DISCUSSED 


A Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) seminar on 'Violations of Human 
Rights in Cyprus' was held (19 June) in Nicosia to review the current human 
rights situation in Cyprus, 17 years after the occupation of the northern 
third of the island by Turkey. 


The participants noted that several people are still unaccounted for following 
their disappearance at the time of the invasion and the changed demographic 
make-up following the arrival of tens of thousands of mainland Turkish 
settlers in the occupied area. 


The meeting also noted that since the invasion there has been destruction and 
desecration of the cultural and religious heritage of the people on the island. 


The participants urged the MECC to encourage the Conference of European 
Churches to give prominence to the Cypriot question with the European 
Community. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.07 
TAIWAN CHURCH LEADERS PAY FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT TO CHINA 


A 14-person Taiwanese delegation of Presbyterian, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Mennonite, Anglican and Roman Catholic church leaders paid a visit to mainland 
Chinese churches (25 April-7 May), reports Asia Lutheran Press Service. 


The trip which was organized at the invitation of the China Christian Council 
(CCC) was the first official visit to China by Taiwanese church leaders since 
1949. The CCC was admitted to WCC membership at the last assembly in 
Canberra, Australia (7-20 February). 


According to the report, the visit allowed Taiwan church leaders to have a 
‘preliminary understanding of how a Christian church exists in the Communist 
political system’. 


The leaders expressed the hope that both the Chinese and Taiwanese governments 
would allow religious exchange visits on a regular basis so as to ‘build 
positive and mutual relationships on an equal basis’. 


Contacts between the churches in the two countries have been mimimal, but in 
recent years the Taiwanese nationalist government has relaxed travel to 
mainland China, allowing people in Taiwan to make contacts with relatives in 
mainland China. 


About 20 million people live on Taiwan, about 14 percent of them of mainland 
Origin. Christians account for about 7.5 percent of the population, most of 
whom are followers of Chinese folk religions or Buddhists. 


Since 1949, when it was overthrown by the Communists, the nationalist Chinese 
government has been based on the island of Taiwan off the coast of the Chinese 
mainland. Both governments, the nationalist Republic of China and the 
Communist Peoples Republic of China, consider Taiwan to be part of China. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.07.08 
BRAZIL: LUTHERAN CHURCH ABHORS DEATH PENALTY 


The Evangelical Church for Lutheran Confession in Brazil (IECLB) has described 
the death penalty as ineffective in the fight against crime and that it lacks 
any preventive usefulness. 


The IECLB issued the statement in reaction to calls by some members of the 
Brazilian national congress (parliament) for the amendment of the constitution 
to incorporate the death penalty. 


The statement said life is sacred and that only God may make such decisions 
concerning life and death. ‘The death penalty interferes in this sphere 
which belongs to the Lord alone', the statement said. 


The statement added that the use of the death penalty demonstrates society's 
failure to achieve its objectives through other means. 


‘The major danger of the death penalty is the risk of abuse. History has 
demonstrated this repeatedly. Once this law is approved, it may serve to 
assassinate political adversaries and undesireable elements, lending an air of 
legitimacy to what is truly murder', the IECLB statement said. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.09 
CONGO: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP ELECTED STATE PRESIDENT 


A Congolese Roman Catholic Bishop, Earnest Kombo, has been appointed president 
of the country's State Council which resumed control of the country last month 
following the ouster from power of former President Denis Sassou-Nguesso. 


Sassou-Nguesso was removed from power by the conference which was convened in 
the capital Brazzaville for three months until 10 June to consider the return 
to democratic rule in the Congo. The former president's ouster brought to an 
end 30 years of Marxist rule and 12 years of one-party dictatorship. 


Kombo expressed satisfaction with the three-month conference and thanked the 
former ruler for respecting the decision of the conference and for ensuring 
its security during its sitting. 


The conference named March next year for parliamentary elections and June for 
presidential elections. The meeting also set up a court which will probe 
the assets of the former leaders and the repatriation of all monies illegally 
deposited in foreign bank accounts. 


Last year, leaders of the four members - Roman Catholic, Reformed 
(Evangelical), Independent (Kimbanguist), and Salvation Army - of the Congo 
Ecumenical Council called for a national conference to discuss return to 
plural politics and other national issues. They had earlier rejected the 
convening of a special congress by the then-ruling Congolese Labour Party (EPS 
90.11.111). [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.10 
ARGENTINA: RC BISHOPS REJECT GOVERNMENT AIDS PLAN 


Argentina's Roman Catholic bishops have strongly objected to a new government 
programme aimed at combating the spread of Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) which was recently announced by the country's health and social action 
Minister Avelino Porto. 


According to the bishops, the programme's plan to give away one million 
condoms is ‘permissive, commercial and supports a morality based on latex’. 
The government has maintained that the condoms will only be distributed 
through hospitals and clinics and will only be available to those who ask for 
them. 


The bishops said ‘using an unnatural method is not going to lower the 
birthrate or stop AIDS’. 


One of the bishops, Raul Primatesta of Cordoba said the government plan does 
not look for natural solutions and added that ‘it is trying to take away from 
men the greatest thing they have - fatherhood’. 


Reacting to criticisms from the Roman Catholic church, the government invited 
the Catholic hierarchy to propose ways in which ‘people can have sexual 
relations without risking contracting AIDS’. 


In the past nine years, 960 people have reportedly died from AIDS-related 
illnesses in Argentina. In addition, there are estimates that 50 000 may be 
infected by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), the retrovirus believed to 
cause AIDS. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.11 
USA: CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN TO CONSIDER BLACK MINISTRIES 


About four thousand members of the Church of the Brethren (CB), a thousand of 
whom are voting delegates, will meet (2-7 July) for the church's Annual 
Conference in the American state of Oregon. 


According to a press release from the CB, attention at the conference will be 
focused on racism, black ministries, and urban ministries. 


The release says the ‘predominantly white, middle-class Church of the 
Brethren’ will give high priority to an anti-racism programme and to improved 
relations with the black denomination of the same church. 


Two major papers have been prepared for the conference. "Peacemaking: The 
Calling of God's People in History' seeks to make a comprehensive statement on 
the Brethren commitment to peace making as a way of life, the press release 
says. The other paper, ‘Creation: Called to Care' outlines the church's 
understanding of the earth and humankind's relationship to it. 


The annual assembly is the highest legislative authority in the 150 000-member- 
strong Church of the Bretheren. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.12 
ASIAN CATHOLICS, PROTESTANTS PLEDGE TO WORK MORE CLOSELY 


The General Committee of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) has accepted 
the recommendations from a Joint Task Force which met (8-10 June in Hong Kong) 
to consider ways of improving relations between the CCA and the Federation of 
Asian Bishop's Conference (FABC). 


The Task Force had recommended that the two bodies create a consultative 
committee composed of six members from each of the bodies, including the 
general secretaries, which would meet annually beginning next year. 


Other recommendations include joint consideration of questions of religious 
freedom, human rights, economic questions, justice, peace and the integrity of 
creation, and contacts with Christians in communist countries. 


The CCA is the ecumenical body which groups 110 churches and national councils 
of churches from 17 Asian countries, including Aotearoa-New Zealand and 
Australia. The FABC represents 14 national conferences of Roman Catholic 
bishops in 17 Asian countries and the three associate dioceses of Hong Kong, 
Macau and Nepal. 


Contacts between the two bodies have been going on for the past 20 years. In 
1987 they held a major consultation on ‘Living and Working Together with 
Sisters and Brothers of Other Faiths in Asia' at which recommendations for 
closer cooperation between them were discussed. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.13 

PHILIPPINES: BAN ON STREET EVANGELISM OVERTURNED 

The Philippines Commission on Human Rights overturned a proposed law banning 
any form of street evangelism without a permit in the Philippines’ capital of 
Metro Manila, according to a News Network International report. The proposal, 
which sought to restrict evangelistic actitivies, was suggested by a member of 
the Manila City Council and would have required violators to pay a fine of 36 
US dollars or six months imprisonment if found guilty. Among those who 
opposed the law was the Philippines Jesus Movement, an umbrella organization 
of over 140 churches and other organizations. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.14 
LUTHERAN-ORTHODOX JOINT COMMISSION MEETS FOR SIXTH TIME 


The Lutheran-Orthodox Joint Commission held its sixth meeting in Moscow/Soviet 
Union (31 May-8 June) under the theme ‘Authority in and of the Church’. 


The meeting, which was attended by 32 representatives of the two church bodies, 
was organized at the invitation of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


The meeting agreed that all authority in and of the Church is rooted in 
Christ, and that ‘Christ gave and still gives the Church authority through the 
Holy Spirit’. 


Contacts between the Lutheran and Orthodox churches began in 1981 in 
Espoo/Finland when both bodies agreed to ‘mutual recognition’ between the 
Lutheran and Orthodox churches. The next meeting of the Joint Commission is 
scheduled for 1993 in Denmark. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.15 
GERMANY: ROLE OF 'THIRD WORLD' PERSONNEL IN EUROPEAN CHURCHES DISCUSSED 


The first consultation of personnel from the ‘Third World’ who are working in 
European-based Christian organizations, theological institutions, and churches 
was held early May in Bad Boll, Germany. 


The meeting which was organized by the Protestant Academy was attended by 24 
European-based participants from Asia, Africa and Latin America. 


Among other topics, the meeting discussed the role of ‘Third World’ personnel 
in Europe, their contribution to the promotion of ecumenism and the transfer 
of ‘gifts of Third World or younger churches to the churches and communities 
in Europe.' 


Relations between the host communities and the visiting personnel were also 
discussed. 


In a statement issued at the end of their meeting, the participants noted the 
varying ‘spirituality’ between their new environment and -their home 
countries. They also noted a compelling need ‘to make several difficult 
socio-cultural and theological adjustments within our present context of 
employment'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.16 
USA: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL IN DIALOGUE WITH GAY BODY 


A committee meeting whose central purpose is to facilitate dialogue between 
member churches of the (US) National Council of Churches (NCC) and the 
Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches (UFMCC) was held (3-4 

June) in Chicago. The UFMCC ministers mainly to gay and lesbian communities. | 


The committee was established by a vote of the NCC's General Board last 
November as part of a process to enable and foster an ongoing dialogue between 
the NCC and the UFMCC. 


Among other matters, the committee reviewed the application for membership of 
the NCC which the UFMCC made in 1981. In 1983, the NCC Governing Board voted 
to ‘postpone indefinitely' consideration of the UFMCC's eligibility for NCC 
membership but agreed to continued dialogue. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.17 
CANADA: CHURCHES WELCOME PROPOSED GOVT STUDY ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 


Representatives of Canadian churches have welcomed the Canadian federal 
government's proposed panel to study violence against women. 


In a letter to Prime Minister Brian Mulroney (10 June), representatives from 
nine churches and two church-related organizations said they ‘commend the 
government’ for promising to establish the panel. 


"Violence against women is a grave social problem. Your decision to give 
this important issue serious attention is most needed and most welcome’, they 
said. 


They asked the prime minister to include them in the panel's work, noting that 
‘many of the churches have been actively involved in analysing the cause of 
this form of violence and proposing strategies for prevention. We, 
therefore, hope that you will consult the church community on the terms of 
reference and composition for the panel'. 


The letter was signed by representatives of the Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, the Anglican Church in Canada, the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, the Salvation Army and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. 


Other signatories were representatives of the Mennonite Central Committee in 
Canada, Women's Inter-Church Council of Canada, the Council of Christian 
Reformed Churches in Canada and the Church Council on Justice and Corrections. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.07.18 
ECUADOR: CHURCH LEADERS REAFFIRM ROLE OF INDIAN MINISTRIES 


Thirty Protestant Indian leaders from nine Latin American countries have 
reaffirmed the importance of furthering ministry work oriented towards the 
continent's Indian, Black, mestozos and the poor, reports Latin American 
Ecumenical News. 


The leaders made the undertaking in May at a meeting called by the Latin 
American Council of Churches (CLAI). They called upon the churches to be 
wary of situations of injustice and violence in their countries. 


The meeting urged the promotion of Indian identity, customs, and Indian forms 
of community organization as well as ideologies. ‘This is the only means by 
which we can resist and assure respect for our culture as well as our right to 
ancestral lands', they stated. 


They noted that celebrations to mark the 500th anniverary of Latin American 
evangelization and the arrival of Christopher Columbus to the Americas should 
be designed to include Indian people and other impoverished social sectors of 
Latin America, adding that ‘we are all victims of the genocide and ecocide 
which has been rampant for the last 500 years'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.19 

SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADER WOUNDED IN ATTACK 

A church leader of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa (ELCSA) 
was shot and wounded (8 June) by three men suspected to be members of the 
Inkatha Freedom Party, according to a report from the Southern African Church 
News. The report says Lawrence Khuzwayo, a dean with the ELCSA, was shot 
when a group of alleged Inkatha members raided the area of Empendle and tried 
to force inhabitants to join their party which has been engaged in bloody 
battles with supporters of the African National Congress. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.20 
ROMANIAN ORTHODOX LEADER CALLS FOR BREAK IN RELATIONS WITH THE VATICAN 


The head of the Romanian Orthodox Church (ROC), Patriarch Teoctist, has called 
on all Orthodox churches in Romania to break off relations with the Vatican 
‘until Pope John Paul II shows a change of attitude towards proselytism and 
Uniatism', according to a report from the UK-based Keston News Service (KNS). 


The report says Teoctist has been enraged by John Paul's ‘propagation of 
Catholicism to the detriment of Orthodoxy in Eastern Europe’. 


The report says the pope offended Romanian Orthodoxy through the comments he 
allegedly made in March this year while receiving Romanian Catholic Bishops in 
Rome. The pope is reported to have said Romanians had been Catholics until 
the Middle Ages, when they were converted to Orthodoxy by the Bulgarians. 


The KNS report says that Romanian historians and theologians maintain that the 
Romanian Church has always belonged to Eastern Christianity. 


The pope is also reported to have said the conversion of some Romanians to 
Catholicism is their way of finding unity with their Latin roots, prompting an 
official of the ROC to charge that the Eastern-rite Catholics. are 
proselytising among Orthodox Romanians ‘using bribes and violence' and that 
the pope ‘is ultimately responsible’. 


The Romanian Eastern-rite Catholic Church was founded in 1700, when part of 
the Romanian Orthodox Church converted to Catholicism. The new church 
retained all the rites and customs of the Orthodox Church, but recognized the 
pope as the head of the church. 


In 1948, the Eastern-rite Catholic Church was forcibly merged with the 
Orthodox Church, resulting in its church buildings and other property being 
handed over to the Orthodox Church. Since being re-legalized, says the 
report, the Eastern-rite Catholic Church has regained three out of 2000 
churches it owned before 1948. 


The KNS report says since December 1989 the Eastern-rite Catholic Church has 
been demanding the return of all the property which was confiscated from it, 
but the ROC says the demand is unjust because the property belongs to the 
communities, which in most cases still remain Orthodox even after the official 
recognition of the Easter-rite Catholic church by the state. 


According to the 1990 Britannica World Data, 70 percent of the Romanian 
population of 24 million is Orthodox and 10 percent is counted as Eastern-rite 
Catholic. 


Relations between the Eastern-rite Catholics and the Orthodox churches in 
Romania have not been cordial. The Eastern-rite Catholics consider some 
Orthodox church leaders as former accomplices to government persecution under 

the communist rule of dictator Nicolae Ceausescu, while the Orthodox church 
looks at the Eastern-rite Catholics as trying to ‘rob' the ROC of its 
membership. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.21 

EL SALVADOR: LUTHERANS ANNOUNCE OPENING OF HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE 

Lutheran church officials have announced the opening of an office of the 
International Association Against Torture (IACT) in El Salvador. The opening 
of the IACT offices in El Salvador comes at a time ‘when all Salvadorans have 
great hopes for peace’, said Lutheran Bishop Medardo Gomez. The IACT will 
gather data and testimonies from people and intends to help provide assistance 
for torture victims and their families. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.22 
ECUVIEW: Romanian Orthodox Church Recovers its Identity (Janice Broun) 


(This abridged item first appeared in News Network International. Broun is 
the Network's Eastern Europe correspondent. ] 


There is no question that the Romanian Orthodox church is undergoing 
Significant changes as it attempts to recover its pre-World War II status as 
the country's first national church. For historical reasons and because the 
Orthodox church has been so closely associated with Romanian nationalism, it 
considers itself the guardian of the nation. 


But it has not been until most recently that the church began taking steps to 
heal the wounds inflicted on it by the ruthless dictatorship of Nicolae 
Ceausescu and a 40-year history of communism. These wounds - characterized 
by years of persecution, repression and religious intolerance - have taken 
their toll on the relationship between Romania's government and its churches. 


Romania's new leadership has yet to completely disassociate itself from the 
country's legacy of communism. Because of this, there is a lingering sense 
of ambiguity among government officials, and this is plaguing efforts to 
rebuild a healthy church-state relationship. In short, the relationship has 
been severely damaged by years of harsh resentment and distrust on both sides. 


Much of the dissension stems from the country's history of a strict oppression 
of the church. Many church members, including priests, are regretful of past 
church compromises with the state, while at the same time recognizing that 
there seemed to be no way for any institution to preserve its integrity under 
the former regime - so total was the degree of surveillance and infiltration. 


‘Our bishops were tangled in a network of Securitate', said a Bucharest 
priest. Although the Securitate (secret police) has been officially 
liquidated, he said, ‘It is still present everywhere. Its infiltration has a 
most pernicious effect on the equilibrium of a nation which is fragile 
politically, economically and socially.’ 


As a result, many Christians, including Orthodox believers, are accusing the 
church of collaboration whith the ruling National Salvation Front. Orthodox 
Patriarch Teoctist. Arapas' injunction on 11 February urged each parish, under 
the guidance of its priest, to form a committee to support the National 
Salvation Front's new national recovery programme and to establish an Orthodox 
Church Christian Solidarity fund to help finance it. This completely 
contradicts what some other Orthodox bishops have stated. ... 


Many Orthodox are active in the opposition parties, particularly the Peasant 
Party, which calls for a reinstatement of religion in schools’ and 
universities, a return to pre-communist values and precepts in society, 
separation of church and state and equal rights for all religious and ethnic 
groups. It is a revealing menu of requests in light of Romania's history of 
religious persecution, and especially that of the Orthodox church. ... 


In one respect, the Orthodox church suffered more severe persecution under 
communism than did other church groupings - a fact often overlooked by 
critical Roman Catholics and Protestants. But one reason for their extremely 
harsh treatment is due to the numerical strength of Orthodoxy. Ein 291 8veit 
was declared the national church. [over] 


romanian orthodox church/2 


The church is ruled by a 27-member synod responsible for dotrine, in consensus 
with other Orthodox churches, and a national church assembly elected every 
four years, consisting of the Holy Synod, a third of the clergy, and 
two-thirds of the laity. ... ; 


Although some members claim the church is now able to carry out its mission in 
total freedom, other clergy report they are still subject to. Securitate 
intimidation. ... 


Despite the revitalization of religion in Romania and the devotion of 
believers there, differences among church organizations still exist. Some 
misunderstandings seem to stem from the Orthodox world view which is 
completely different from that of Western European-based religious groups. 


The Orthodox feel that Evangelical methods of proselytism are uncongenial, 
inappropriate to traditional rural community life, and aggressive. 
Specifically, the Orthodox disapprove of the way they say evangelicals set out 
to evangelize wholly Orthodox villages. ... 


Still, the Lord's Army, the long-standing evangelical renewal movement within 
the Orthodox church, is now officially recognized by the hierarchy. It 
provides an invaluable bridge between Orthodox and evangelicals, and it is an 
outlet for Orthodox who seek a more personal commitment to Christ. 


Today, the work of the Ministry of Religious Affairs centres primarily around 
obtaining visas for clergy to travel abroad, dealing with church funding 
requests, building worship centres and publishing religious literature. But 
in the past, these same activities were severely restricted and controlled. ... 


Although, in theory, religious organizations have gained freedom to print as 
they please, logistical problems still limit what they can do. For example, 
the church cannot obtain paper or ink, or even import them, because of 
prohibitive costs. 


Other problems include a need for re-editing the so-called ‘Little Bible' in 
modern Romanian, as well as producing theological literature which reflects 
real life problems.. More broadly, though, the church needs to reintegrate 
the participation of the intelligentsia, which under communism was effectively 
separated from church life, and to make better use of its reservoir of willing 
and often gifted female members, including nuns, priests' wives, students and 
workers. ... 


Indeed, religious education for the youth is of special interest to the 
Romanian church. Earlier this year, an interdenominational Christian Youth 
Centre was legally registered following a highly successful ecumenical youth 
festival held in early 1991. 


In addition to obtaining legal status, the organization has also acquired a 
large, though damaged, building with an adjacent church. According to its 
director, Nicolae Teodoreanu, the centre is involved in organizing a library, 
a monthly magazine and a human rights monitoring department. 


Other efforts to reintroduce religious education have taken place through the 
opening of theological institutes and seminaries which were closed during the 
previous communist administration. In 1959, about half of Romania's 
monasteries were forcibly closed. Now, many are being reopened, staffed 
partly by sisters, who, to quote Cassian, ‘though tortured and imprisoned ... 
preserved the monastery in their souls and their suffering for 30 years’. ... 
[EPS] 
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GENEVA: DICTIONARY OF THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT LAUNCHED 


During the executive committee meeting of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches (WCC), a modest ceremony took place on 8 July to mark the launching 


of The Dictionary of the Ecumenical - Movement. Three of its editors (John S. 
Pobee, Pauline Webb and Nicholas Lossky) were present at the launching. 


The dictionary itself is anything but modest, containing as it does, 600 
articles in over 1200 pages with 130 photographs presenting all facets of 
modern efforts to unite Christians. The work is worthy of a place in every 
library whether public or private. A co-publication between WCC Publications 
in Geneva, the Council of Churches in Britain and Ireland Publications in 
London, and William B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids/USA, the dictionary has a 
special introductory price until 30 September of 97.50 Swiss francs, 69.95 US 
dollars, and 39.95 UK pounds. The regular price from 1 October will be 110 
Swiss francs, 79.95 US dollars, and 44.95 UK pounds. 


Each ecumenical pioneer has been given his biography, notably John Mott, 
William Temple, Joseph Oldham, Nathan Soderblom, George Bell, D. T. Niles, 
Charles Brent, Lesslie Newbigin. Among the French-speakers we find Madeleine 
Barot, Marc Boegner, Suzanne de Diétrich, The Dombes Group. 


Roman Catholic pioneers and personalities occupy an important place and 
include Pope John XXIII, Pope Paul VI, Pope John Paul II, Cardinal Augustin 
Bea, Dom Lambert Beauduin, Yves Congar, Paul Couturier, Jean Daniélou, Pierre 
Duprey, Cardinal Désiré Mercier, Charles Moeller, Oscar Arnulfo Romero, 
Cardinal Jan Willebrands. Patriarch Athenagoras and Metropolitan Nikodim are 
among the Orthodox to whom articles are devoted. 


The dictionary devotes articles to several famous twentieth century 
theologians linked to the ecumenical movement, such as Karl Barth, Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, Serge Bulgakov, Oscar Cullmann, James Cone, Gustavo Gutiérrez, 
Hendrik Kraemer, Josef Hromadka, Reinhold Niebuhr, and Karl Rahner. 


Every general secretary of the World Council of Churches is the subject of an 
article - Willem Adolf Visser 't Hooft, Eugene Carson Blake, Philip Potter, 
and Emilio Castro, as well as other old-time collaborators of the WCC: Nikos 
Nissiotis, Paulo Freire, and Desmond Tutu. 


The Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement has two angles of approach - 
personalities and _ themes. For the first time we find a _ systematic 
presentation of ecumenical themes and events, dogmas and doctrines, ethical 
questions such as unity, mission (presented by Philip Potter), holiness, 
colonialism (Frangois Houtard), poverty, power, BEM (baptism, eucharist, 
ministry), Christian base communities (Clodovis Boff), marriage (André Dumas), 
divorce (Francine Dumas), mixed marriages (René Beaupere), homosexuality, 
Christian-Marxist dialogue (Ans van der Bent), concientious objection, the 
main confessions of faith, the church service, to name but a few. 


The countries represented include Australia, Canada, the United States, New 
Zealand. All the big ecclesiastical organizations are included. The 


Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement does not pretend to be an 
encylopaedia. 


It was edited by Nicholas Lossky (Russian Orthodox), José Miguez Bonino 
(Argentine Evangelical Methodist), John S. Pobee (Church of the Province of 
West Africa), Tom Stransky (Roman Catholic), Geoffrey Wainwright and Pauline 
Webb (both of the Methodist Church of Great Britain). The editorial board 
was composed of 16 individuals. [EPS] 
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ECUMENICAL TEAM TO ARMENIA REPORTS GROSS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 


An ecumenical team which visited Armenia (13-20 June) has reported gross human 
rights violations there. The violations include killings of villagers, 
systematic use of torture, widespread looting and destruction of property, and 
forced deportations. 


The visit, which was jointly undertaken by the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches (WCC) and the Conference of European Churches (CEC), was at the 
invitation of the head of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Vasken I (EPS 
91.05.27, 06.04). 


The team is now appealing urgently to the international community for steps to 
be taken to ensure protection of human rights of Armenians. The team has 
also appealed to the government of the Soviet Union to re-establish the 
civilian administration in the autonomous region of Nagorno-Karabagh and to 
assume ‘full responsibility’ under national and international law for the 
protection of civilian populations in times of conflict. 


For decades Nagorno-Karabagh, currently part of Azerbaijan, with an Armenian 
population of betwen 100 000 and 150 000, has been claimed by both Azerbaijan 
and Armenia. 


The team called for a peaceful, negotiated solution to the recent violent 
unrest and fighting in Nagorno-Karabagh and in the Armenia-Azerbaijan border 
areas. 


They also recommended that both the WCC and the CEC explore the possibility of 
sending a delegation to Baku, Azerbaijan and Moscow for discussions with the 
authorities there. 


The team also made an appeal to the government of Armenia to guarantee the 
protection of the rights of all minorities within their borders, and noted 
with satisfaction that the Armenian parliament recently declared its adherence 
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as to its 
Optional Protocol. 


During its visit the team met with Vasken I, Catholicos of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church, and also held talks with Armenian President Levon Ter 
Petrossyan and members of the government and parliament. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.24 
ECUMENICAL APPEAL FOR CHILEAN FLOOD VICTIMS LAUNCHED 


The World Council of Churches Commission on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) launched an appeal (24 June) to ecumenical partners 
for US 80 000 dollars to assist victims of mud slides and floods in the 
Antofagasta area of Chile. 


According to the appeal, 112 people died as a result of heavy rainfall and 
subsequent flooding, 10 people were missing and 750 others injured. More 
than 30 000 people lost their homes. 


Some areas were reported to be without drinking water, electricity and 
rendered inaccessible by road due to flooding. [EPS] 
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FINLAND: PRESIDENT CALLS FOR REVIEW OF CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS | PE REMEDS 


President Mauno Koivisto of Finland has suggested that relations between the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland (ELCF) and the State be reviewed, 
according to a report from the Helsinki-based News from the Church of Finland. 


He said the church could manage without the present church-tax system under 
which congregational membership contributions are collected together with 
secular income tax and later passed on to the church. He added that the ELCF 
has only rights and not obligations. 


Reacting to the president's suggestion, Archbishop John Vikstrom of the ELCF 
said the existing ‘folk church’ system benefits both the people and the church 
in Finland's circumstances. ; 


‘The factual situation is that the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland 
Stands very solidly on its own feet both financially and administratively, 
even without mentioning its intellectual and spiritual foundation. ' 


He explained that although the ELCF is a ‘folk church" with a history and 
background of a state church, it now enjoys considerable autonomy in relation 
to the state. He added that ‘folk church' is not a theological concept, but 
a sociological one describing the church's relationship to the people and the 
people's relationship to the church. 


He said it is natural for the church to be entitled to compensation for the 
non-religious functions that it performs in society such as maintaining 
population registers, historically-valuable buildings, and cemeteries. . 


Noting that under the present system the president appoints bishops of the 
ELCF, Vikstrom said this is ‘only of symbolic importance' as the bishop 
usually appointed is that of the leading name on a shortlist = following 
diocesan elections. According to the report, the president suggests that 
bishops be formally appointed by the church and not by the head of state. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.07.26 
SOVIET UNION: TEACHING OF ‘MORAL EDUCATION' PERMITTED IN THREE MOSCOW SCHOOLS 


A meeting between three US-based organizations - the Slavic Gospel 
Association, Seattle Pacific University and the National College of Education 
- and the Soviet ministry of education has resulted in an agreement to 
introduce a joint project on the teaching of ‘moral education' in three Soviet 
schools. 


The joint project was agreed upon following a meeting in May between the three 
bodies and Eduard Dneprov, Soviet minister of education. The project 
envisages the establishment of pilot schools in Moscow's Sevastopol district 
which will teach among other subjects, ‘moral education' from a Christian 
perspective. 


Last year, the Supreme Soviet voted 341 to 1 to bring to an end the policy of 
atheist education and state control of religious institutions (EPS 90.10.05).: 
The legislation also permitted, but did not require, those responsible for 
state-run schools to allow organized religious instruction in such 
institutions. [EPS] 
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BAHRAIN: CHRISTIAN ORIGIN OF ANCIENT STONES DEBATED (Roy Kietzman) 


Experts are divided on the origin of nine millennium-old limestone slabs 


discovered recently in Bahrain. Believed to be grave markers, the stones 
each depict a robed ‘Semitic looking' man or woman with the right hand raised 
in characteristic attitude of blessing in Christian art. The left hand is 


placed on the heart. No cross or other symbolism is to be found. 


The carvings - roughly dated at 200 BC to AD 200 - vary in size from 30 to 60 
centimetres (12-14 inches). While the debate among scholars centres on the 
Hellenistic or Mesopotamian style of the sculptures, specialists claim the 
limestone is indigenous to Bahrain. 


A man digging in his garden in Karbabad came upon the stones last spring. 
They appear to have been dumped in a site next to the famous Bahrain Fort, an 
archeological edifice noted for its seven layers of civilization built on top 
of each other, from 2500 BC to the 16th century AD. The stones are currently 
in Bahrain's National Museum for further study. 


Abdul-Rahman Musameh, the museum's education supervisor, describes the hand 
position 'as similar to those of early Christian works’. He speculates that 
the sculptures were probably burried together as a form of censorship against 
Christian art by Muslims who later settled the island. Or, it is surmised 
they were concealed as treasure. 


Pierre Lombard of France's Lombard University and director of the French 
archaeological mission in Bahrain, agrees the statues look Christian because 
of the hand gestures. 


‘It's a kind of blessing attitude more traditionally applied to Christian 
art', he said. 


But the problem, he added, is that ‘there were no points of reference or 
comparison to accurately date the pieces’. Pottery shards or other grave 
contents are necessary when establishing a time period to newly found objects. 


However, the Bahrain museum's curator, Khaled al Cendi, a specialist in 
Mesopotamian art, claims the slabs clearly reflect a style from an ancient 
pre-Christian city - al Hatra - once located between the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers in Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq). 


‘They reflect no Christian influence but a Mesopotamian one from the second 
century BC. We have found many objects from al Hatra that closely resemble 
them. We believe people from Bahrain went to al Hatra and brought the 
Statues, or some people from al Hatra brought the influence to Bahrain’. 


Though sketchy, occasional references preserved in Byzantine, Nestorian and 
Syrian church annals cite bishops or synodal decisions in Bahrain as far back 
as the sixth century, sound evidence of an ancient Christian Church has yet to 
be uncovered on that island. 


Nonetheless, five years ago a pre-Islamic church was discovered in the eastern 
region of Saudi Arabia while in 1989 another was excavated in Kuwait. [EPS] 
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KENYA: CHURCH LEADERS, LAWYERS FORM BODY TO ELICIT POLITICAL VIEWS RAR 


A new body to elicit the views of Kenyans on the political and economic future 
of their country has been established. Called the Kenya Justice and Peace 
Convention (KJPC), the body has been set up by the National Council of 
Churches in Kenya (NCCK), the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya and 
the Law Society of Kenya. bs 


Announcing the formation of the Convention (12 June), Anglican Bishop Henry 
Okullu who is chairing the KJPC steering committee, said the new body will 
conduct prayer symposiums in the country ‘to discuss the process of 
establishing and sustaining justice and peace in a democratic and free Kenya’. 


Okullu said the Church, while pursuing justice, could not isolate itself from 
other groups pursuing the same course. . 


Reading from a joint statement issued by the three bodies, Okullu said: 
‘People can be enlightened and empowered to govern themselves such that the 
state would remain a good shepherd over the country. 


‘There would be no justice as long as the causes of social unrest remain 
untouched, the economy run-down by organized corruption, the educational 
system in chaos due to poor planning and dubious goals pursued by policy 
makers, while tea and coffee (Kenya's main export crops) are run down and the 
majority are politically and economically dominated by a few'. 


He said the prayers would focus on five key issues - the widespread poverty in 
the country, the deepening and worsening political crises and the pervading 
climate of fear and uncertainty. Other issues are the non-involvement of the 


majority of the people of Kenya in decision-making and the threat of isolation 
of Kenya by the 'civilized' world community. 


According to Okullu, one of the main aims of the KJPC is to bring about 
peaceful changes in Kenya through public dialogue and people's understanding 
of their rights and responsibilities as free citizens. 


This will enable them to ‘legally choose a system of government which has 
their active consent and derives its legitimacy directly from them', he said. 


He said a campaign for an economic system under which the needs of the poor 
could be adequately addressed, and eradication of graft and corruption in 
government, which he said, was a direct cause of poverty and unemployment, 
would be discussed. He called for the punishing of all those guilty of 
corruption. 


Okullu added that the Convention would also aim at ascertaining that ‘the 
president is elected through a popular vote by all Kenyans and that his tenure 
is limited to two five-year-terms'. ; 


He said that those calling the Convention were fully aware of the dangers of 
assuming responsibility to propose and pursue a ‘people's alternative’ to the 
present oppressive system. 


Church-state relations in Kenya have not been cordial. The churches have 
persistently called for an improved human rights record and the introduction 
of a multi-party democracy while the government has accused the church leaders 
of assuming the role of an opposition party. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADERS CAUTIOUSLY HAIL REPEAL OF APARTHEID LAW 


Two leading South African church leaders have welcomed the repeal of the 
Population Registration Act, the legal foundation of apartheid which required 
the registration and classification of all South Africans by race from 
birth. The law was scrapped 17 June by the South African parliament after 
more than four decades. 


Stanley Mogoba, presiding bishop of the Methodist Church in Southern Africa 
said the repeal of the law was a historic and hopeful event, but warned 
against euphoria. 


He said in a statement (30 June) that although the law has been scrapped 
"racism will continue’ and spoke of the churches’ ‘enormous challenge of 
changing attitudes so that racism disappears completely’. 


He added that the repeal of the law was partly the result of hard work done by 
the churches which ‘consistently challenged these heinous laws and worked 
steadily for their removal’. 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Denis Hurley hailed the repeal of the Population 
Registration Act but said apartheid is not yet over. The legislation ‘has 
caused the most appalling hurt, degradation and violation of human rights', he 
said. 


He said the need for a new constitution, discrimination in the educational 
System and the distribution of land are some of the problems that still needed 


to be resolved. ‘The government should now give its whole attention to 
removing obstacles to negotiations. This delay cannot go on for too long', 
he said. 


In a related development, an envoy of Pope John Paul II, Cardinal Roger 
Etchegaray, said on a visit to South Africa (25 June) that new structures and 
a 'new spirit' were necessary ‘to remove apartheid's consequences'. 


He said what remains to be done after the repeal of the legislation ‘is just 
as difficult, if not more so, than what has been done already'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.30 
PERU: CLERGY FEAR BEING TARGETED BY GUERRILLAS 


Foreign clergy and church workers in Peru say they fear Maoist guerrillas have 
Singled them out as targets following the recent killings of Norman 
Tattersall, a Canadian evangelical relief official and Irene McCormack, an 
Australian nun. 


McCormack was among five people shot dead early June after a summary ‘people's 
trial' in a village situated in the Peruvian Andes mountains (EPS 91.06.41). 


According to reports, mission officials and diplomats say they believe the 
Shining Path geurrillas may link social work by foreign religious groups with 
what the rebels call ‘Yankee imperialism'. 


About 23 000 people have been killed since the Shining Path launched its fight 
to turn Peru into a Maoist worker-peasant state 11 years ago. [EPS] 
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USA: GAY CHURCH GROUP TO HOLD CONFERENCE 
The US-based Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches (UFMCC) 
will hold its 15th General Conference (14-21 July) in Phoenix/Arizona. The 
UFMCC ministers mainly to lesbian and gay communities. About 1500 lay and 
clergy are expected to participate in discussions on  same-gender 
relationships, AIDS, feminist theology and racism. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.32 
AUSTRALIA: PLANS TO PUBLISH NEW HYMN BOOK UNDERWAY 
Australia's major Christian churches plan to publish a new ‘Australian Hymn 
Book' before the end of the decade. The revised hymn book is to use more 
inclusive and less archaic language, and be more ecumenical in its selection. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.07.33 

EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL BODIES SEND LETTER TO YUGOSLAV CHURCHES 

The Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European Bishops' 
Conferences (CEBC) sent a letter (4 July) to Yugoslav-based churches 
affiliated to the two bodies expressing dismay and grief at the outbreak of 
Civil war there. The letter said both the CEC and the CEBC shared ‘your 
sorrow' over the loss of human lives and ‘are with you in prayer'. The 
letter also said: ‘We join the churches in Yugoslavia in calling upon the 
responsible persons of the Yugoslav republics and the commanders of the armed 
forces to cease the hostilities'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.34 

CUBA: BIBLES GO ON SALE, INDICATION OF GOVT TOLERANCE OF RELIGION 

Five thousand Bibles are going on sale in Cuban bookshops in a further sign of 
increasing tolerance by Cuba's Communist authorities toward religious teaching 
and worship. The Cuban news agency Prensa Latina reported that the Bibles 
were handed over by Cuba's Ecumenical Council to the National Book Institute, 
a state organization responsible for the distribution of books. Bibles and 
religious literature have not been sold openly in Cuba's state bookshops for 
three decades, a result of the hostility that characterized church-state 
relations following the 1959 revolution which ended a right-wing dictatorship 
and eventually introduced communism on the island. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.35 
HONG KONG: WORLD CATHOLIC YOUTH TO MEET 
The World Assembly of Catholic students will meet in Hong Kong (19 July-4 
August) to discuss, among other topics, the meaning and purpose of 


education. The assembly will be jointly organized by the International 
Movement of Catholic Students and the International Youth Christian 
Students. Over 200 participants from Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America 


are expected to attend the meeting. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.36 
SRI LANKA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS WELCOME BAN ON GAMBLING MACHINES 
Buddhist, Christian and Hindu religious leaders have welcomed the Sri Lankan 
government's ban of slot machines. The ban became effective on 1 June. One 
of the leaders, Roman Catholic Bishop Oswald Gomis hoped the ban will put a 
stop to the ‘jackpot menace' which he said, encouraged delinquency, robbed 
youth of their morals and spawned indiscipline, thefts and other evils. [EPS] 
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USA: PEACE GROUP CRITICISES ‘VICTORY CELEBRATIONS ' 

In a letter to US President George Bush released just before the national 
parades held to mark the end of the (Persian) Gulf war last month, 60 members 
of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship (EPF) registered their opposition to the 
‘victory celebrations’. ‘We mourn the tragic misuse of financial and human 
resources in such an event', the letter said. The EPF added, 'The needs of 
human beings ... are too great for us to spend millions of private and public 
dollars’ on a military parade. ‘We contemplate this "celebration" and see 
housing, health care, and education go begging yet one more time'. The EPF 
also called attention to the thousands who died in the war, and the pollution 
of lands and water in the Middle East as a result of the war. [EPS] 


| EPS 91.07.38 
JAPAN: CONGRESS ON EVANGELISM HELD 
The third Japanese congress on evangelism was held (4-7 June) at Nasu Shiobara 


under the theme ‘Reaching Japan, Asia and the World’. It was organized by 
the Japan Evangelical Association. Over 1000 delegates participated in 25 
seminars on theology and other topics. The participants issued a statement 


at the end of the congress in which they called for greater cooperation for 
future evangelism work in Japan. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.39 
SOVIET UNION: FIRST SCHOOL OF EVANGELISM TO BE HELD 
The first school of evangelism to be organized in the Soviet Union was 
conducted by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association (8-13 July) in 
Moscow. Close to 5000 Christians attended the event. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.40 

ALBANIA ADMITTED IN SECURITY COUNCIL, ECUMENICAL BODY HAILS DECISION 

The Conference of European Churches (CEC) has welcomed the admittance of 
Albania in the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE). The 
CEC said in a statement (22 June) that the decision by the Council of 
Ministers of the CSCE to admit Albania in its fold will enable Albanians ‘to 
bring their contribution to the construction of the new Europe’. The CEC 
statement, which was signed by General Secretary Jean Fischer, added ‘we have 
noted the rapid transformation of Albania over the last six months or so, 
especially in regard to laws concerning religious liberty and the freedom now 
given to worship ...'. [EPS] 


/ EPS 91.07.41 

LESOTHO: POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN AFRICA 'DISTURBS' EVANGELICAL BODY 

The Paris-based Council of Evangelical Community for Apostolic Action (CEVAA) 
met in Morija/Lesotho (17-24 June) at the invitation of the Lesotho 
Evangelical Church. The meeting expressed concern at the political 
disturbances in Togo, Madagascar, Cameroon and the Central African Republic 
caused by mounting public pressure for democratic reforms. The meeting also 
evaluated the CEVAA activities and reaffirmed that priority be given to 
evangelization. The CEVAA will hold its next council meeting in Italy next 
June. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.42 


NICARAGUA: CHURCH LEADER CALLS FOR RULE OF LAW 
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo of the Roman Catholic Church has called on 
Nicaraguan President Violeta Barrios de Chamorro to guarantee the security of 


all citizens with the creation of a true ‘state of law’. ‘I believe that it 
is a duty of those who decide the destiny of the country to try to defend its 
citizens'. Obando was reacting to a recent resurgence in rebel activities. 


[EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: ANGLICANS, DUTCH REFORMED LEADERS IN HISTORIC ENCOUNTER 

Leaders of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa and the 
Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) bridged decades of deep divisions at a historic 
meeting (18 June) in Pretoria/South Africa. The DRC leaders apologised to 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu of Cape Town for a public attack on him some years 
ago. In the attack, the DRC then accused Tutu of embarking on a_ ‘'wicked' 
path due to his opposition of apartheid (EPS 91.04.61). After the DRC 
apology, Tutu said: ‘We are today really starting a process. We thanked God 
for the fact that the meeting took place at all, and were impressed that the 
DRC delegation apologised for their past attacks on me and other Church 
leaders'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.44 

UGANDA: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS PROTEST DETENTION OF MISSIONARY 

Uganda Roman Ctholic bishops sent a letter of protest to the Ugandan 
government over the detention of an American missionary and several other 
people by security forces in strife-torn northern Uganda. Paul Donahue was 
arrested (22 June) following government military operations in northern Uganda 
aimed at cracking down on rebels fighting the Ugandan government. According 
to reports, thousands of people were detained in the operation. In their 
letter, the bishops said many detainees were maltreated by the military and 
called for their release. ‘The detainees should be released: unless lawfully 
convicted of crime', the statement said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.45 
UKRAINIAN BIBLE SOCIETY FOUNDED 
A Bible Society has been established in the Ukraine, according to a 25 June 
press release from the UK-based United Bible Societies (UBS). The release 
said 79 delegates from a broad range of churches unanimously adopted statutes, 
based on the model provided by the UBS to establish the Ukrainian Bible 


Society. Those who approved the setting up of the Society came from. the 
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church, Baptist, Pentecostal and Seventh-day 
Adventist churches. Representatives from the Greek Catholic (Uniate) Church 


attended as observers, the release said. [EPS] 


; EPS 91.07.46 
UGANDA: JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES DENIED OFFICIAL REGISTRATION 
The Ugandan government ministry of internal affairs has turned down an 
application by the Jehovah's Witnesses for registration 'because its members 
do not have respect for the national flag and the national anthem'. In a 
statement to the National Resistance Council (legislative assembly), Internal 
Affairs Minister Tom Butime said ‘the organization does not allow its 
followers to vote, stand for any political position in the popularly elected 
grassroots resistance committees, and their preaching does not foster national 
unity. They do not contribute toward development projects', he said. He 
added that the activities of the Jehovah's Witnesses were ‘in direct conflict 
with the objectives of the ruling National Resistance Movement’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.47 
ECUMENICAL BODIES SEND TEAM TO ALBANIA 


Two Geneva-based ecumenical organizations - the World Council of Churches and 
the Conference of European Churches - sent a five-person ecumenical team on a 
pastoral visit to Albania (1-7 July). The two bodies said in a joint 


statement (24 June) that the mission was intended to express ‘solidarity with 
the Christian communities in Albania and the Albanian people as a whole' and 
to ‘renew fellowship after so many years of separation’. The team was 
composed of Paulo Spanu (Conference of European Churches), Laszlo. Lehel 
(Hungarian Council of Churches), Annemarie Dupre (Italian Federation of 
Protestant Churches), and Elizabeth Salter and Yorgo Lemopoulos, both WCC 
staff. [EPS] 
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bo.%..f8 29 EPS 91.07.48 
USA: DISCIPLES TO HOLD PEACE MEETING 
The US-based Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will hold a Peace 
Fellowship Conference in Tulsa/Oklahoma (24-25 October) in advance of the 
church's ‘general assembly meeting (25-30 October). Called the ‘'Peaceable 
Realm’, the conference is one of several events lined up prior to the general 
assembly. [EPS] 


zt EPS 91.07.49 
USA:'= STUDENT EVANGELIZATION TO BE DISCUSSED 


More»than' 400 Christian leaders from nearly 100 countries are expected to 


attend the International Fellowship of Evangelical Students' (IFES) 
quadrennial World Assembly (27 July-4 August) to be held in 
Wheaton/Illinois. IFES is a fellowship of national evangelical student 


movements from about 90 countries. The assembly whose theme is 'The Cross of 
Jesus' will be hosted by the InterVarsity Christian Fellowships of Canada and 
the United States. [EPS] 


Lt EPS 91.07.50 
SOUTH AFRICA: REPATRIATION COMMITTEE TO FOLD UP? 

The National Coordinating Committee for the Repatriation of South African 
Exiles (NCCR) set up by the South African Council of Churches and other bodies 
to oversee the return of thousands of South Africans abroad may fold up unless 
further progress is made in the discussions between the South African 
government and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees about a general 
amnesty for those who left the country on political grounds. The NCCR said 
in a statement that it 'cannot waste the time, personnel, finances and other 
resources’ with no indication that an amnesty will be declared. About 1500 
of the estimated 40 000 exiles have so far returned to South Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.51 
SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH, COMMUNITY LEADERS RELEASED 
Fifteen church and community leaders of Messina in the northern Transvaal 
region of South Africa were released from detention (14 June), according to a 
report from the Southern African Church News (SACN). Ndanga Phaswana of the 
Northern Transvaal Council of Churches confirmed the release of the group. 
On 8 June, 11 church and community leaders were detained by the South African 
authorities for allegedly instigating a boycot by blacks of white-owned shops 
(EPS 91.06.51). The eleven were among the 15 released. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.52 
SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADER'S FAMILY KILLED IN GUN ATTACK 
The wife and two children of a church leader were killed (4 July) by unknown 
assailants who invaded his house in the black township of Boipatong in the 


Transvaal region of South Africa. Ernest Sotso was not at home when a 
heavily armed gang shot and killed his wife, two children and seriously 
wounded the third before setting the house on fire. According to a report 


from the South African Council of Churches, Sotso had earlier reported that he 
received death threats from people who visited his home while he was away. 
The unknown people promised they would return for him later. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.53 

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE PUBLISHING BODY ANNOUNCES GRANTS 

A UK-based body which promotes the production and use of Christian literature 
overseas has announced grants totalling UK 186 000 pounds throughout the 
world. According to a press release from Feed The Minds, the body has 
allocated a good proportion of its grants to supporting Christian literature 
in Eastern Europe, including UK 5000 pounds given to Romania for printing 
equipment. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.47.54 
ECUTEXT: WCC Message to Churches in Madagascar 


[This is the text of a message sent to the presidents of the Church of Jesus 
Christ in Madagascar, the Malagasy Lutheran Church and to the leaders of the 
Christian Council of Madagascar by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro on 25 
June following political disturbances in Madagascar. ] 


In the last few days the WCC has been following closely the events in your 
country. We welcome the eminent role of the churches, through the Christian 
Council, in voicing the aspiriations of the Malagasy people for greater 
democracy and more social justice. 


The WCC supports your appeals to the highest authorities of your country to 
accept the solution of national dialogue and renounce the use of force which 
could have unpredictable consequences. 


We assure you of our prayers and solidarity in the actions you undertake. On 
the eve of your independence day we express the hope that Malagasy wisdom will 
prevail over the threats of violent confrontations. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.55 
ECUTEXT: WCC Message to the Churches in Yugoslavia 


[This is the text of a World Council of Churches" message sent to the heads of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church, Reformed Christian Church in Yugoslavia and the 
Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Yugoslavia following 
political disturbances and outbreak of violence in Yugoslavia. The letter 
was signed by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. ] 


The recent events in Yugoslavia are a matter of deep concern for the: World 
Council of Churches. I wish to assure you that we are following: the 
developments closely and that the life and well-being of the people and 
churches of Yugoslavia are very much on our mind and in our heart. . 


It is the sincere conviction of the World Council of Churches that solutions 
of the present conflicts must be sought through negotiations aiming at 
peaceful settlement acceptable to all parties. 


We hope and pray that the proposed moratorium combined with the ceasefire will 
provide the necessary climate for negotiations. | 


In this time we are conscious of the important witness and role the churches 
in Yugoslavia have to heal the wounds of conflict and promote reconciliation 
based on justice. 


In these difficult hours the World Council of Churches stands ready to assist 
you and to express the solidarity of the ecumenical fellowship with you. 


May the God of Peace give you wisdom to serve your people in their search for 
a new future of peace, mutual understanding and unity. We uphold you in our 
prayers. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.56 
ECUVIEW: . Nigerian Christian Crusaders (Paul Gifford) 


[Gifford.is a» former lecturer at the University of Zimbabwe. He is author of 
several books on Christianity in Africa, including Christianity: To Save or 
Enslave? This abridged item appeared in the Catholic weekly, The Tablet. ] 
Religious rioting ‘erupted in Bauchi State, Nigeria, at the end of April, 
leaving over 200 dead and an estimated 20 churches destroyed. These riots 
follow several similar incidents, like the Maitatsine uprising in Kano in 1980 
for which the official death toll was 4177, the Kaduna church burnings of 
November'°1982, and the 1987 Kaduna riots in which 19 Christians were killed 
and over 100 churches burned to the ground. 


Many reasons are given for Nigeria's long-standing interreligious antagonisms, 
historical, ethnic and economic. To these are now added the increasing 
influence »of\\Islamic fundamentalism from Iran and elsewhere. Under this 
influence Muslims. are increasing their demands for the introduction of Sharia 
law, something the Christians quite understandably resist as_ totally 
unacceptable. ... 


I take ‘all these causes and their complex interrelations as read in this 
article. Ivalso take as read the increasing intolerance and fanaticism on 
the part of a section of the Muslim community, fanaticism that has frequently 
led to unprovoked attacks on Christians resulting in murder and destruction. 
While not intending in any way to downplay this Muslim fanaticism, however, I 
want to focus on a contributing factor that receives little attention: the 
nature of) the Christianity that is becoming so prominent in Nigeria. 


Conflict is built into this form of Christianity. It sees Muslims as part of 
Satan's empire, or agents of Satan. This view is graphically presented in a 
recent’ Christian book entitled Who is This Allah? in which G. Moshay argues, 
with a breathtaking lack of subtlety, that Allah is actually Satan. ‘The 
devil’ is holding all Islamic countries in bondage of false religion and 
demonic influence', he declares, and goes so far as to Suggest that the evil 
spirit ‘inspiring Mohammed was the same spirit which inspired Hitler. 

Published: in July 1990, the book needed a second edition within four months. 


This identification of Islam and Satan characterises a good deal of Nigerian 
Christianity. At the end of February and the beginning of March I attended 
the first biennial convention of the Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria. Many 
of'.the phrases: repeated time and time again would also be heard at similar 
gatherings» in» Britain or America, but in the Nigerian context it was obvious 
that they assumed a completely new significance. 


If: Muslims sare part of Satan's empire, there is no question of dialogue. All 
a Christian’can do for Muslims is convert them. This emphasis on evangelism 
can be. greatly heightened if Jesus is thought to be returning soon. ... 


Such thinking makes these Christians tremendously aggressive. They 
incessantly talk of the inexorable Christian advance among the Muslims. 
Officials of Benson Idahosa's Church of God Mission International, one of 
Nigeria's’ new»mega-churches that claims to have 1000 churches in Benin City 
alone, told me that they are establishing five churches a day in the north. 
('The north' is code for ‘among the Muslims'.) Similarly, an American 
lecturer at the Jos seminary of the Evangelical Church of West Africa (ECWA), 
the church founded by the Sudan Interior Mission, told me that ECWA was 
founding three churches a week among the Muslims. [over] 


nigerian christian crusaders/2 


-..-And Who is this Allah? concludes with the testimonies of two converted 
Muslims, one ‘son of the heir to the Sokoto caliphate', and the other ‘from 
the Sultan of Sokoto's royal family'. Thus, it is asserted, the best and the 
brightest of Islam are being won to Christianity. 


This Christianity has its most public manifestation in Nigeria's ubiquitous 
and continual crusades. (Even the use of that word in this context is rather 
insensitive.) 


In October last year, to take one example almost at random, Sword of the 
Spirit Ministries of Ibadan, with preachers from London's Kensington Temple 
and Elim Pentecostal Churches of Scotland, launched their Operation GAIN with 
a five-day crusade in Sokoto, the historic seat of Nigeria's caliphate. 


The ministry's magazine referred to ‘this formerly renowned Islamic 
stronghold' as ‘this land of inheritance', and spoke of the ‘wretched state 
the multitudes of the state's indigenes, held in bondage to deceit, oppression 
and sin'. ; 


The operation was ‘directed at destroying the enemy’s strongholds and deceits 
in Sokoto'. The preaching ‘unveiled the enemy's oppressive weapon of deceit 
in the lives of the people'; and by the end ‘well over 4500 adults had been 
delivered from the devil's clutch'. ... 


The mother of all these crusades was that of the German evangelist Reinhard 
Bonnke in Kaduna in November 1990. On the final Saturday evening Bonnke, who 
stages about 12 such crusades each year in Africa, drew his biggest crowd 
ever, over half-a-million people. 


Bonnke perfectly exemplifies this Christianity: anyone who has not personally 
made a decision for Jesus is eternally lost, and outside this group of the 
saved all belong to Satan. 


The position of the World Council of Churches can be found insithe reports of 
the sub-unit on dialogue with people of living faiths presented to each 
general assembly. Catholic teaching, very similar, is that Muslims worship 
the true God, that the Holy Spirit moves among them, that they are included in 
God's plan of salvation - indeed, that they possess spiritual values from 
which Christians can learn. ... . 


Unfortunately, if one discounts some outstanding exceptions like the Institute 
of Pastoral Affairs in Jos, this mainline theology is not heard much in 
Nigeria. 


Nigerian Christians have formed the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), an 
almost unique body for Africa in that it combines all strands of 
Christianity: Catholics, the Christian Council of Nigeria (CCN), the 
Pentecostal Fellowship, the independents, and the fellowship of ECWA and the 
more mainline churches based in the north. 


But CAN obviously contains within itself widely diverging views. In fact, 
the two views discussed here - on the one hand that Muslims are children of 
Satan, on the other that they are children of God - are not so much divergent 
as contradictory. ... [EPS] 
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times a month. 


Annual subscription rates for One World, a monthly magazine of the WCC, by 
airmail are 37.50 Swiss, 14.90 UK for Asia, Africa, Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and 15 US for the Pacific. 


Ecumenical Review, a quarterly of the WCC on theological, ethical and other 
issues relating to the WCC and the ecumenical movement. Annual subscription: 
39.50 Swiss, 26.50 US, 15.50 UK. 


International Review of Mission, a quarterly review of mission and 
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Between Two Worlds is a report of a WCC Team Visit to Aboriginal 
Communities in Australia prior to the Seventh Assembly in Canberra (7-20 
February). Copies are available from the WCC/Programme To Combat Racism, Box 
2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


The International Fellowship of Reconciliation (IFOR) wishes to employ a 
Coordinator for Nonviolence Training. Application forms and _ further 
information may be obtained from IFOR, Spoorstraat 15, 1815 BK Alkaar, The 
Netherlands, Tel: (31-72) 12 30 14, Fax: (31-72) 15 11 02. Closing date 15 
September 1991. 


A list, with prices, of new books is available from the WCC/Bookshop, Box 
2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


The following situation report is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2: 
Situation report (#11, 27 June) on famine and peace in Ethiopia. 
situation report (#16, 10 July) on emergency relief in Sudan 
Situation report(#9, 4 July) on Middle East conflict 


Available from WCC/Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2 is Canberra 1991, 
Message, Report and Programme Policy Report of the WCC Seventh Assembly. 
Price: 5- Swiss, 3.50 US and 1.95 UK. 


It is summer time here in the Northern hemisphere, and so the Editor is going 
away on vacation from 15 July to 2 August. This means the EPS is also taking 
a break and the next deadline will be 12 August. For those in the north who 
are proceeding on vacation, enjoy your deserved holiday. For the readers in 
the Southern hemisphere who are in their winter at this time of the year, 
please keep warm and stay alive. God bless. 


NOT NOG SE 


Ken Sililo Mubu. 
EPS Editor. 


EPS 91.07.57 
ECUMENICAL TEAM CALLS FOR CHURCH SUPPORT TO ALBANIA 


The first ecumenical team to visit Albania in 40 years sent by _ two 
Geneva-based ecumenical bodies - the World Council of Churches and the 
Conference of European Churches - has reported a grave economic situation and 
social instability there. 


The team is now appealing to the churches to extend humanitarian aid to the 
people of Albania and to support them as they ‘seek to restore justice with 
full exercise of human rights in Albania’. 


The delegation has urged both the WCC and CEC to call upon their member 
churches to manifest, both in prayer and in practical ways, their concern for 
the Albanian people as they seek to re-establish their place in Europe, and 
for Albanian Christians in re-establishing their church life. 


The team further recommends that the two bodies acknowledge the willingness of 
the Albanian government as expressed in its Provisional Constitution, to 
respect religious freedom and to create conditions for its implementation. 


The delegation also urges the WCC and CEC to urge the government of Albania to 
take the necessary steps to ensure that such legal provisions are implemented, 
by such moves as the return of all property seized from the churches by the 
previous regime and assistance in the renovation of such property. 


During the visit, the delegation visited churches which are gradually being 
restored to their communities in different parts of the country. Many church 
buildings were destroyed in the decades of isolation and oppression, the 
delegation noted, and those which still stand have either been turned into 
museums or have been systematically stripped and pillaged, and stand in need 
of extensive repair and refurbishment. 


At a press briefing at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva (11 July), two members 
of the team, WCC staff members Elizabeth Salter and Georges Lemopoulos, spoke 
of a dejected people whose faith sustained them throughout the 40-year period 
of isolation from ecumenical contact and the outside world in general. 


‘The people kept their faith and memory and are now very hopeful, enthusiastic 
and ready to live the life of the church in spite of forty years of hardship', 
said Salter. 


Lemopoulos said there is a general sense of goodwill from the government 
toward the churches ‘but the government has no resources to assist churches in 
their reconstruction’. 


He said the people there are not dying of hunger but noted that the ecumenical 
community needs ‘to show solidarity with them and to give them hope’. The 
long term programme, he said, calls for the worldwide church to help 
reorganize church life in Albania through personnel training and other 
assistance and rehabilitation of former political prisoners. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.58 
PROPOSALS ON WCC PROGRAMME PRIORITIES, NEW STRUCTURE READY 


A proposal for the programme priorities and the programmatic structure of the 
future work of the World Council of Churches has been prepared by the 
programme advisory committee in the light of financial possibilities, as was 
mandated by the Seventh Assembly (7-20 February in Canberra/Australia) to 
translate the assembly proposals programmatically. The issues that emerged 
as priorities at the assembly make the basis of the proposal, and highlight 
the present day meaning of an ecumenical vision. 


The proposal will be presented to the next WCC central committee meeting in 
Geneva, 20-27 September. 


The programme advisory group consisted of experts representing main concern 
areas of the work of the WCC. Its meeting was held (5-9 July) together with 
the WCC executive committee. 


Prominent on the group's proposal for the future work of the WCC was the 
statement on unity that was adopted at the assembly. In describing the 
meaning of an ecumenical vision arising from the assembly, the group 
emphasised the need to nurture a worldwide, reconciling, holistic and 
prophetic nature of the vision. 


The proposed new structure groups the emerging concerns in four units, which 
would add one more unit to the existing number. The units are: Unity and 
Renewal; Mission, Education and Witness; Justice, Peace and Creation; and 
Sharing and Service. 


Unity and Renewal brings together the concerns of the search for visible 
unity, for inclusive community, renewal through worship and spirituality, 
ecumenical formation and theological education, theological reflection and 
inter-faith dialogue and reflection on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation. ; 


Programmatic priorities in Mission, Education and Witness focus on unity in 
mission, mission to challenge unjust structures, gospel and culture, 
evangelism, dialogue, healing and transformation and education for all, with 
special emphasis on education in mission. 


Justice, Peace and Creation is seen as a base for concerns relating to JPIC 
as a conciliar process, for theological, ethical, socio-economic and 
ecological analysis, for economic justice, peace ministries and conflict 
resolution, human rights, communication as power and for issues of indigenous 
peoples, land rights and racism. Issues of women and youth, and the 
churches' response to international affairs are also lodged in this unit. 


Sharing and Service will carry out the following programmatic priorities: 
solidarity by sharing resources, service of human need, comprehensive 
diakonia, development of human resources, search for new models for sharing 
and service, and biblical and theological analysis of the work. 


The proposal advocates larger programme groupings, fewer decision-making 
centres, more collaboration and attempts to project a coherent picture of the 
vocation of the Council. Each unit will be responsible for planning within 
the unit and for cross-unit coordination as well as theological reflection. 
In addition to the four units, it is proposed that the General Secretariat 
will have the functions of management and finance, church and ecumenical 
relations, interreligious relations, communications and programme unit 
coordination. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.59 
WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE SENDS MESSAGES, DISCUSSES FINANCIAL RECOVERY 


The executive committee of the World Council of Churches, which met in 
Geneva/Switzerland (3-4 and 10 July), sent messages to member churches in 
Lebanon, Ethiopia and in other African countries. 


In a letter to the member churches and to the Muslim community in Lebanon, the 
executive committee expressed satisfaction at the progress which has been 
achieved in the process of peace-making and reconciliation there. 


The letter recognised, however, that Lebanon's national integrity cannot be 
fully recovered unless the United Nations Security Council Resolution 425 is 
implemented and the Lebanese state can exercise full sovereignty over the 
whole of the national territory. The executive committee urged the 
ecumenical family to continue to support all efforts of reconstruction of 
Lebanon. 


The executive committee also sent a message to WCC member churches in Ethiopia 
in which it reassured them of the support of the ecumenical community at this 
time of ‘opportunity to build a lasting peace based on justice, reconciliation 
and respect for the rights of all, irrespective of ethnic, national, or 
religious affiliation’. 


In its message to all member churches in Africa, the executive committee 
stated that the WCC will support ‘through action and prayer' the work of the 
churches in Africa for greater democracy, justice and human rights. 


The executive committee received a report and recommendations of an ecumenical 
delegation to Soviet Armenia, [13-20 June, EPS 91.07.23]. The report called 
for steps to be taken by the United Nations and human rights organizations to 
protect human rights in strife-torn areas in Armenia and Azerbaijan, to 
establish a system of supervision of conditions in Azerbaijani prisons, and to 
eliminate the practice of torture. 


The executive committee also received a background note prepared by WCC staff 
on the (Persian) Gulf war and its aftermath. The executive committee 
recommended a discussion at a future central committee meeting on ways in 
which the WCC and its member churches might deal with conflict situations 
where there is lack of consensus. 


The executive committee discussed steps for financial recovery in the light of 
recommendations made at the assembly (Canberra/Australia, 7-20 February) 
alongside the programmatic and structural reorganization currently underway. 
The executive committee noted that 1990 was the fourth year in succession that 
the WCC had experienced a deficit in its operations. The shortfall in 1990 
was 3.2 million Swiss francs. In 1990, the WCC net expense budget was about 
40 million Swiss francs. Details of last year's accounts will be presented 
at the central committee (20-27 September) in Geneva. 


In other business, the executive committee reviewed Christian-Jewish dialogue 
beyond the Canberra Assembly and WCC-Roman Catholic relationships. This was 
the first full meeting of the executive committee since its election at the 
assembly in Canberra by the new Central Committee. 


The executive committee authorised the general secretary to appoint two people 
to the staff of the WCC. Silke-Petra Bergjan, Reformed/Germany, has been 
appointed executive secretary, Faith and Order, and Beate Stierle, also 
Reformed/Germany, as associate director, Programme on Ecumenical Theological 
Education (PETE-Bossey). Both appointments are on secondment from the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and will be for four years. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.07.60 
LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION LEADER URGES CHURCHES TO PROVIDE HOPE 


The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Council which met in Chicago/USA (30 
June-10 July) heard a call for the churches ‘to set signs of hope by works of 
love and faith'. 


Gottfried Brakemeier, president of the LWF and head of the Evangelical Church 
of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil, made the plea at the opening of the 
10-day LWF council, the first one since the federation's new constitution was 
approved at the eighth Assembly in Curitiba/Brazil. The new constitution 
came into force this year in February. 


Brakemeier said: ‘The world has probably never been as hopeless as today. 
This continuing destruction of the environment, the growing gap between poor 
and rich, the renewed priority given to the production of arms heighten the 
mood of despair', he said. 


He said it was imperative that ‘war, for instance should be banned forever and 
that the issue of justice and the protection of the environment be given 
absolute priority’. 


The LWF council is made up of 49 members who represent its 106-member churches 
with their 55 million members worldwide. The Council meets once a year to 
conduct the business of the federation. 


The council agreed to appoint a committee to review the ways LWF assemblies 
are organized and conducted and how they could be made more effective in the 
future. The assemblies review committee will present its final report in 
1993. 


In another decision, the council lifted a suspension from membership on two 
‘white' Lutheran churches in southern Africa which was imposed in 1984 by the 
LWF Assembly in Budapest/Hungary. The churches - the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southern Africa (Cape Church) and the German Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Southwest Africa - were suspended when they refused to condemn 
apartheid. 


The two churches have since officially rejected apartheid and recently joined 
other LWF member churches in southern Africa in the new Lutheran Communion in 
Southern Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.61 
FIFTH WCC GENERAL SECRETARY-SEARCH COMMITTEE MEETS 


The first meeting of the 18-person committee which is to search for a new 
World Council of Churches (WCC) general secretary took place in Geneva (11-12 
July) following the meeting of the executive committee (3-10 July). The 
present general secretary, Emilio Castro, is to retire in December 1992. 


The search committee was appointed immediately following the Assembly (7-20 
February in Canberra/Australia) from among members of the new central 
committee. It is chaired by Janice Love, a Methodist university professor 
from the United States. 


In this session the search committee developed the timetable and procedures 
for its future work. These will be presented for approval to the central 
committee which is due to meet in Geneva (20-27 September). 


The search committee will continue its work until the election of the new 
general secretary will be taken by the Central Committee in August 1992. [EPS] 
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LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION FACES DEFICIT, REVIEWS FUNDING 


(This item has been adapted from the Geneva-based Lutheran World Information 
and has been abridged for EPS] 


Faced with a US 2.8 million dollar deficit next year, the Geneva-based 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) may appoint a special team to review 
expenditure and funding. A special panel on LWF financial strategies was 
proposed to the LWF Council meeting in Chicago (30 June-10 July) in the report 
of the LWF Treasurer and Director of Finance and Administration. 


There needs to be ‘a basic review of LWF administrative funding’ and also an 
‘examination of ways in which to balance expenditure and income if funding in 
the foreseeable future is not sufficient to cover current budgets', the report 
stated. 


Although the expected 1992 deficit is the LWF's biggest financial headache, 
income fell short of expenditure in 1990 and is expected to do’so this year 
too. An LWF staff visit to funding churches and agencies in Germany and the 
Nordic countries revealed ‘there may be some hesitancy by donors to provide 
the level of funding necessary’. 


The LWF treasurer's report points to the weakness of the US dollar, especially 
in relation to the Swiss franc, as a major cause of financial problems. The 
average 1990 exchange rate saw one dollar buy 1.4 Swiss francs. ‘Since we 
need to pay out some 24 million Swiss francs per year on LWF oprations, this 
means we need more funds in terms of US dollars to meet our needs', the report 
said. 


The LWF has a reserve fund for ‘unforeseen situations, such as deficits' which 
now contains US 2.39 million dollars. That is more than US 1 million dollars 
less than in 1989 and is enough to fund the LWF Geneva operation for one and 
three-quarter months. The reserve ‘is now below the minimum amount an 
organization should have', according to the LWF treasurer. 


The 1991 budget of the LWF has been revised downwards by 700 000 Swiss francs 
to 16.69 million Swiss francs. Staff-related costs account for 76 percent of 
that budget, and office rent takes another 5 percent. With these fixed costs 
making up more than 80 percent of the budget, ‘any further reduction in the 
administration budget means that staff positions would have to be reduced in 
number to less than the presently allowed 105', the report said. 


The 1991 income for the LWF Geneva administration - based on grant estimates 
from churches and agencies, interest earnings, and an average exchange rate 
for the year of one US dollar to 1.4 Swiss francs - is now estimated at 14.68 
million Swiss francs. That leaves a 2 million Swiss franc deficit, but this 
can be cut to 290 000 Swiss francs by use of some special funds and more cost 
reductions, the report says. 


The 1992 budget of the LWF, ‘assuming that all staff positions ate filled', is 
17.6 million Swiss francs. The exchange rate used to calculate this is one 
US dollar to 1.45 Swiss francs. Income for 1992 is currently expected to be 
in the region of 14.8 million Swiss francs. While the LWF has not drawn up a 
final budget for 1993, an estimated budget has been calculated at 18.6 million 
Swiss francs. 


LWF membership contributions from churches cover 17 percent of the LWF 
administrative costs. Churches in seven countries provide 96 percent of the 
LWF administration funding received from churches. [EPS] 
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JOURNALISTS, BROADCASTERS URGED TO PROMOTE PEACE WITH JUSTICE 


Forty Christian communicators from 22 countries have urged journalists and 
broadcasters worldwide to use the mass media to promote peace, justice and 
international understanding. 


The call was contained in a statement issued by the directors of the World 
Association of Christian Communication (WACC) who met in Toronto/Canada (29 
June-5 July) for their annual meeting. The directors represent corporate 
members from WACC's seven regions. The meeting was hosted by the United 
Church of Canada. 


The meeting discussed the role of communication after the (Persian) Gulf 
war. The participants noted that the way the war was reported raised crucial 
questions for all who are concerned with justice, peace and truth. 


Within that context, the directors reviewed and authorised a five-year 
programme for WACC which will promote a ‘peace culture' in which mass media 
systems should play a leading role. 


Randy Naylor, a president of WACC and general secretary of the United Church 
of Canada's Division of Communication, said the question of ethics in North 
America was ‘becoming an increasingly urgent topic for discussion as we grow 
out of the "me" decade of the 1980s’. 


He added that ‘our lack of clear moral values is seen not only in the context 
of our attitude to war, but also in all professions - from accounting and 
medicine to law and teaching'. He said because of the influential nature of 
the mass media, those who work in it ‘carry an extra burden’. 


The WACC was formed in 1975 when the World Association for Christian 
Broadcasters merged with the Agency for Christian Literature Development. It 
has regional offices in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Pacific, Europe, 
North America, and the Middle East. [EPS] 


‘ EPS 91.07.64 
GERMANY : KOHL CONDEMNS NEO-NAZIS 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany told a Roman Catholic audience in 
Speyer/Germany (23 June) that he was enraged by increasingly active neo-Nazis, 
especially in the former East Germany. 


He said the end of communism in Eastern Europe was a victory for democracy, 
‘but we must not lose sight of the danger that in some places old demons - 
nationalism, xenophobia and anti-Semitism - are again awakening. That is why 
I am so enraged about the shameless activities of neo-Nazis, unfortunately in 
East Germany especially, as in Dresden’. Nearly 2000 young neo-Nazis marched 
through the town of Dresden a week earlier to mourn a leader shot dead in a 
gang-related brawl shouting 'Sieg Heil’ [Hail Victory] and waved old imperial 
German flags in the demonstration. [EPS] 
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UK: CHURCHES PROTEST GOVT PLANS TO REDUCE NUMBERS OF ASYLUM SEEKERS 


Several church leaders and heads of organizations dealing with refugees have 
criticised the British government plans to drastically reduce the number of 
foreigners seeking political asylum in the United Kingdom. 


The government plans announced by home secretary Kenneth Baker (2 July) 
include the doubling to 2000 UK pounds, of fines on airlines and shipping 
companies for each passenger they bring to the UK who has no valid travel 
documents. The government also plans to abolish legal aid for those seeking 
asylum. 


During the first three months of this year, 12 000 applications for asylum 
were lodged with British authorities. There were a total of 5 570 in 1988, 
16 400 in 1989 and 30 000 in 1990. 


A statement issued by Amnesty International and seven other organizations said 
the majority of those seeking asylum come from countries where there is 
oppression, persecution, and turmoil - and that the government recognized this 
last year by allowing 90 percent of the applicants for asylum to remain in the 
United Kingdom. 


Roman Catholic Bishop Kevin O'Connor of Liverpool who chairs the Catholic 
bishop's committee for migrants and refugees said that the government had 
never produced evidence to substantiate claims that most refugees were 
economic migrants. He further criticised the government for looking at the 
issue of refugees seeking asylum in the United Kingsdom as a problem of 
immigration control. 


Noting that the majority of asylum seekers were genuinely in need of 
protection and would be endangered if returned to their own countries, he said 
‘all this talk of establishing a strong "perimeter fence" to prevent a 
potential wave of migrants is very misleading when one considers that, of the 
17 million refugees throughout the world, only two percent are in Europe and 
only a fraction of those in the United Kingdom’. 


Ian Linden, general secretary of the Catholic Institute for International 
Relations said the idea of sending asylum seekers back to their countries at 
the risk of facing torture and death was ‘appalling’. 


‘Some people who have genuine fear of persecution are already being sent 
back. This is a distressing development. It really is a matter of life and 
death for these people', he said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.66 

BAPTIST WORLD ALLIANCE APPEALS TO PRESIDENT BUSH FOR SOVIET BAPTISTS 

The Baptist World Alliance (BWA) has sent an appeal to American President 
George Bush asking his help in securing religious freedom in the Soviet 
Union. The appeal made (25 June) and signed by BWA General Secretary Denton 
Lotz was written ahead of a visit to the US by the president of the Soviet 
Republic of Georgia. Lotz said that ‘recent disturbing reports from the 
Soviet Union indicated that the recent Law on Freedom of Conscience might not 
be applicable to all republics’. The letter also says there have been 
reports of destruction of Baptist buildings and confiscation of literature 
there. The BWA appealed to Bush to ‘use his influence to see that religious 
freedom is upheld, not only in Georgia but other republics in the USSR...'. 
[EPS] 
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CANADIAN ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS DEPLORE VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 


Canada's Roman Catholic bishops have strongly criticised violence against 
women, and have pledged to work to prevent it. 


The Permanent Council of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) 
said in a statement issued (25 June) that ‘violence against women breaks the 
fifth commandment. It is a sin, a crime, and a serious social problem. Tt 
is not only an individual, private or family matter', they said. 


The 16-member Council is the CCCB's most authoritative body, charged with 
carrying out the decisions of the general assembly which meets once a year. 


In the statement entitled 'To Live Without Fear', the bishops quoted from 
federal government statistics which indicated that two women in Canada are 
murdered by their male partners each week. 


‘The puropse of this statement is to express our deep concern about violence 
against women and to identify some of the ways the Catholic community , in 
collaboration with others, can work for short-term and long-term solutions’. 


They stated that clergy and pastoral workers are often among the first people 
to be contacted by an abused woman. These workers have the potential to do 
‘real good or real harm', the statement said. 


Last month, representatives of Canadian churches welcomed the Canadian federal 
government's proposed panel to study violence against women (EPS 91.07.17). 
They said then that violence ‘against women is a grave social problem. Your 
decision to give this important issue serious attention is most welcome'. 
[EPS] : 
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PHILIPPINES: GOD SENDING MESSAGE THROUGH NATURAL DISASTERS? 

Philippine Roman Catholic Cardinal Jaime Sin of Manila has said God is sending 
a message through the eruptions of Mount Pinatubo, but said he is unsure what 
the message is. ‘On bended knee, let us ask God what he is telling us 
through the calamities we have gone through', he said in a statement to Roman 
Catholics. But President Corazon Aquino said that relentless natural 
disasters are not a punishment from God. The Philippines has in the recent 
past endured a series of natural disasters, among them a major earthquake, 
several typhoons and a drought. Several weeks ago, the volcanic Mount 
Pinatubo which had been dormant for nearly 600 years erupted, causing many 
Filipinos to flee from their homes. [EPS] 


EPS 91.07.69 

METHODISTS CALL FOR TOUGHER AMERICAN STAND ON ISRAEL 

In a letter to American President George Bush, the World Methodist Council's 
general secretary Joe Hale has asked the United States to be more demanding of 
Israel in seeking a Middle East settlement. He said he supports’ the 
president's efforts in the Middle East, but is ‘alarmed that Israel is 
undercutting you at every turn by deflecting the creative initiatives you have 
advanced’. Hale said he was particularly concerned about the displacement of 
Palestinians from their homes and the seizure of their lands. He appealed to 
Bush to treat Israel the same as other countries receiving US aid or loans. 
[EPS] : 
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ECUVIEW: Church in Chile Changing Role? (Tedfilo Rondon) 


(The following item appeared in the 28 June edition of Latinamerica Press. ] 


Roman Catholic leaders are struggling to define a new role for the church 
during Chile's transition from military dictatorship to democracy. The task 
has proven far from easy. 


Some problems stem from Chile's ‘protected democracy', others from pressure to 
roll back ecclesiastical reforms initiated in the wake of the Second Vatican 
Council. 


For more than 16 years following Augusto Pinochet's September 1973 coup, the 
church played a leading role in defence of human rights, extending a 
protective mantle over organizations resisting the dictatorship. In the 
process, it built up an enormous: capital of trust and moral authority, 
especially among the poor and persecuted. 


"It was a time of courageous, Gospel-based reform', said theology professor 
Sergio Silva. ‘We drew closer than ever before to the world of the poor.' 


Since the installation of President Patricio Aylwin's elected government in 
March 1990, bishops have tended to scale down church involvement in human 
rights activities. Political parties and neighbourhood organizations enjoy a 
new freedom of action and do not need the church's protection as they did 
before. 


In addition, Chile's transition to democracy poses special dilemmas. The 
Pinochet dictatorship was not ousted but withdrew as part of a negotiated 
process after laying down the political rules of the game. Pinochet remains 
head of the army, by far the most powerful of the country's military forces. 


Aylwin's government has failed to punish individuals responsible for human 
rights violations under the dictatorship. The commission's report on the 
deaths of more than 2000 people did not reveal the names of those accused of 
these crimes and no one has been indicted for them. 


Many bishops, notably Santiago's Archbishop Carlos Oviedo, have called for 
‘truth, justice and reconciliation’. Most accept the view that this is a 
transitional period and do all they can to avoid directly criticizing Aylwin's 
government. The hierarchy speaks out far less frequently than it did during 
the dictatorship, and some accuse the bishops of abandoning their prophetic 
role. 


Members of Christian base communities ponder social roles and local pastoral 


agents face similar dilemmas. For many years they strongly supported 
grassroots social and political groups, using their position as church 
representatives to do things no other organization could risk. Now local 


groups are once again able to act on their own. 


"We don't want to replace parties and popular organizations’, says a 
missionary priest working in a Santiago slum. ‘Now that there's freedom to 
organize it's hard to define the church's role here.' [over] 


church in chile/2 


The base community movement does not seem to be growing significantly. 
Observers describe communities as less prophetic, less involved politically 
and more centred on internal concerns. 


Chile's church leadership remains in the hands of progressives with long 
histories of resistance to the dictatorship and commitment to the poor, such 
as Bishop Carlos Gonzalez of Talca, president of the bishops conference. 


But the conservative shift, the so-called ‘Catholic restoration’ under Pope 
John Paul II, is being felt. 


For example, Oviedo was named as the new archbishop of Santiago in April. 
While Oviedo's statements on human rights and political issues have been well 
received by progressives, on internal church matters he has_ stressed 
hierarchical control and doctrinal orthodoxy. 


Earlier this year he dissolved Santiago's lay-run Coordinator of Christian 
Communities, the only such body in Latin America, saying it fostered parallel 
authority structures. 


In March he prohibited the Good Friday Way of the Cross, a procession 
conducted every year during Pinochet's regime, representing the crucifixion of 
Christ in our time. 


The church's: conservative drift has also been felt in appointments of bishops, 
such as Archbishop Antonio Moreno, of Concepcidn in 1989. More frequently, 
those chosen simply tend to lack the vision and courage that characterized the 
church's leadership during the critical Pinochet years. 


Commentators point to Santiago Auxiliary Bishop Cristian Caro, ordained in 
April, as the type of leader now being favoured. ‘He's a company man, a 
typical restoration priest', commented one observer. ‘His concerns are 
doctrine, clerical roles, orthodoxy, discipline.' 


Most of the younger clergy reportedly fit this pattern. While there are 
notable exceptions, newly-ordained priests tend to discourage lay 
participation and are more comfortable with parish structures than with base 
communities. 


‘The seminaries are forming them in pre-conciliar theology and an atrocious 
clericalism', said Raul Rosales, a researcher at the ecumenical Diego de 
Medellin Center. 


In a recent issue of the Jesuit monthly Mensaje, Catholic University theology 
professor Sergio Silva expressed concern that the church is spending too much 
energy tending its own garden. 


Silva lamented some prelates' obsession with formal details such as liturgical 
rubrics and vestments; Suspicious attitudes toward pastoral renewal; an 
obsession with security; and ‘an atmosphere that makes criticism [of the 
hierarchy] seem almost like heresy or schism. 


‘I continue to feel that the splendid church renewal we lived through as a 
result of the council is being dismantled: piece by piece’, he concluded. 
[EPS] | 
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ECUVIEW: The Church and Violence (Terence O'Keefe) 


(This item first appeared in the weekly Catholic magazine, The Tablet. The 
writer is head of the department of philosophy and politics at the University 
of Ulster. ] 


No situation better exemplifies the ambiguity of force for Christians than 
Northern Ireland. The churches have been faced with the task of coping with 
more than 20 years of bitter and vicious fighting where some at leapt of the 
protagonists claim a religious label for their acts. 


None of the churches, with the exception of the Quakers, has nought to pursue 
a totally pacifist line. Ritual condemnations of violence ‘no matter where 
it comes from' should not be confused with renunciation of force since they 
almost always accept the legitimacy of the use of force, particularly to 
restrain those perpetrating the violence. 


The Republican use of force lays claim to legitimacy on the basis of 
precedents in Irish history. Thus the Easter Rising of 1916 is seen as 
legitimising force as an honourable and effective political tool. 


The Uncivil Wars, ‘the quasi-acceptance of the unconstitutional ... has given 
Irish politics its easy toleration of violence’ So, too, loyalist violence 
lays claim to its own foundations and norms in che seventeenth and nineteenth 
centuries. 


The Catholic Church also has to cope with a use of force which appeals to 
latent religious motifs. Republican ideology often stresses the redemptive 
power of suffering. Frequently, on the occasion of the death of an IRA 
member, death notices will make reference to the claim that ‘it is not those 
who inflict the most but those who suffer the most' who will be victorious. 


The image of the individual or the whole Catholic community as victim, as 
enduring some sort of sacrificial suffering, is a powerful one. The IRA in 
the late seventies sought to have published in the nationalist daily Irish 
News an advertisement which depicted a crucified and bleeding figure on a 
cross, wearing the distinctive black beret of the organization. 


The traumatic period of the hunger strikes underlined the power of this 
appeal. The image of martyrdom, of a series of young men willing to 
sacrifice themselves for their cause even to the point of a painful death, 
touched a deep chord in the Catholic community at the time and even the church 
was not immune. . 


The use of motifs like '‘hungering and thirsting after justice' brought into 
focus the twin notions of sacrificial suffering and the need to oppose and 
overcome injustice in the community. 


It is here that the cleavage in Northern Irish society, encapsulated in the 
Catholic and Protestant religious labels, sets up two semi-autonomous 
worlds. The experience of violence is’ structured differently. For 
Catholics violence is seen in large measure in relation to the state, arising 
from the threat of Unionist domination and actions of loyalist paramilitaries. 
[over] 


church and violence/2 


The police and security forces are frequently thought to be part of the 
problem. The community pictures itself as subject to injustice, poverty, 
unemployment, deprivation. The Protestant community on the other hand sees 
violence largely in terms of attacks upon itself by the IRA, and pictures 
itself as a people under siege, oppressed by international misunderstanding. 


If Catholics are prone to reach for a theology of popular justice which seeks 
to depict the Catholic community as ‘the poor', Protestants tend to articulate 
a theology where their experience is rather that of the people of Israel beset 
on all sides by the enemy. 


Such differences in experience and perception are bound to lead to ambiguities 
and misunderstandings. Take the use of force by the police or the army. 
When Catholic church leaders seek to raise questions about the conduct of the 
security forces in particular incidents, they are bound to be seen as giving 
less than wholehearted support to the efforts of these forces to protect the 
entire community. 


And when their Protestant counterparts praise the work of these same security 
forces without reservations or caveats, these statements are seen as partial 
and one-sided. 


The Catholic church in particular has become trapped in the role of 
representing the Catholic community to the authorities in a way that the 
Protestant churches on their side have avoided. This has led to an 
increasingly bitter struggle between the church and Sinn Fein in some of the 
Catholic areas of West Belfast. 


The considerable funding for community enterprises, channelled through the 
Action for Community Employment (ACE) schemes, is at the heart of the dispute. 


Violence creates its own problems for churches in a divided society. 
Assuming that Christians should oppose violence, in the sense of unjustified 
force, while not necessarily being committed to the renunciation of all force 
as pacifism would demand, what should be the main concerns in a society such 
as Northern Ireland? Certainly church leaders have suffered in the past as a 
result of partial and ambiguous statements. ... 


As well as this, there is a clear need for a nuanced but unambiguous 
consideration of the legitimacy of the use of force. If it is true that 
there was increased sensitivity to such considerations during the Gulf war, it 
is all the more imperative that the traditional principles governing the right 
to engage in hostilities and the limits of such activities be applied to other 
types of conflict such as insurgency wars, civil wars, and so on. ... 


But the Christian view on force must surely say something more than this. 
All too often there have been clerics in the province who appear more as 
chaplains to the warring tribes than prophets of another and better way of 
reconciling those in conflict. Even if the message of Christianity is not 
one of total renunciation of force, it surely does seek to point to ways of 
changing society for the better which do not require recourse to arms. ... 


-». We want to hear more attempts by religious thinkers to pick out a truly 
Christian way through the violent troubles of Northern Ireland. [EPS] 
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Between Two Worlds is a report of a WCC Team Visit to Aboriginal 
Communities in Australia prior to the Seventh Assembly in Canberra (7-20 
February). Copies are available from the WCC/Programme To Combat Racism, Box 
2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS, P.O. Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2; 


situation report (#1, 5 August) on The Philippines’ Mt. Pinatubo 
situation report (#1, 6 August) on floods in China 


The next EPS deadline is Monday, 19 August. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: GOVT FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO INKATHA PROMPTS REACTIONS 


Several church leaders and groups in South Africa reacted sharply to 
revelations that the South African government had extended financial support 
to the Zulu-dominated Inkatha Freedom Party which has been involved in bloody 
battles with supporters of the African National Congress. Over 2000 people 
have died since the beginning of this year in the violence which has been 
confined mainly to black townships. 


Leaders of member churches of the South African Council of Churches (SACC) 
said in a statement following their urgent meeting (23 July) that the 
revelations have created ‘a moral crisis in our country’ and called for an 
urgent response from the government. 


The SACC said the faith of the South African people in the government's 
ability to conduct peace negotiations ‘has been jeopardised’ and that ‘no new 
dispensation can be built on the basis of deceipt.' 


‘Any system of government or policy based on lies can have no moral legitimacy 
and must ultimately topple’. 


The statement added that the disclosures added weight to the demands of the 
member churches of the SACC for a broadly-based interim government to govern 
the country during negotiations. 


The SACC urged the government to impose an immediate ban on all covert actions 
and a freeze on use of secret funds. The SACC also called on the government 
to provide full disclosures of all past covert activities and to give 
independent auditors and lawyers trusted by major political groupings, 
religious and business communities, full access to government records relating 
to such activities. 


The Southern African Bishops' Conference (SACBC) said in a statement (22 July) 
that the revelations had enormous implications ‘for the future of our country 
and its people' and added that ‘the credibility of President de Klerk and his 
government is all but in tatters’. 


The SACBC called for the appointment of a judicial commission to investigate 
the covert use of secret funds and the suspension of all government officials 
implicated in the scandal. The statement added that the revelations were ‘a 
sad commentary on the standards and morality of the government’. 


‘It seems as if ... groups of government officials, believing that they alone 
know what is best for the country, have resorted to both fair means and foul 
to achieve their sectarian aims. Truth, accountability and even the value of 
life itself appears to be of no value', the SACBC statement said. 


Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu said (1 August) in Cape Town that the 
disclosures created a situation of mistrust of the government by the majority 
of South Africans. He called for the setting-up of an interim government. 


He said that his old view of President de Klerk as a man of ‘high courage and 
unassailable integrity’ has been replaced by deep disappointment and wondered 
how he could trust ‘people who acted this way', adding that the government was 
acting within the ‘evil, immoral and un-Christian' framework of apartheid’. 
[EPS] 
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USA: EPISCOPALIANS REACH A COMPROMISE ON ISSUE OF SEXUALITY 


After hours of haggling and heated debate, 1100 deputies and bishops from 121 
dioceses of the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church reached a compromise on 
the issue of sexuality at the church's general convention last month. 


The convention, which met in Phoenix/Arizona (10-20 July), affirmed the 
church's traditional teaching on marriage and acknowledged the ‘discontinuity' 
between the church's teaching and the experience of some of its members. 


The meeting also confessed the inability of church leaders to reach a 
definitive conclusion on the issue and called for continued study at the local 
level and a ‘pastoral teaching' by bishops with input from clergy and laity on 
the subject at the grassroots level. 


In a final resolution, the convention said: ‘... the teaching of the 
Episcopal Church is that physical sexual expression is appropriate only within 
the lifelong, monogamous “union of husband and wife in the heart, body, and 
mind intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one 
another in prosperity and adversity; knowledge and love of the Lord," as set 
forth in the Book of Common Prayer ...'. 


The convention further resolved 'to confess our failure to lead and to resolve 
this discontinuity through legislative efforts based upon resolutions directed 
at singular and various aspects of these issues’ and agreed to commission ‘the 
bishops and members of each diocesan deputation to initiate a means for all 
congregations in their jurisdiction to enter into dialogue and deepen their 
understanding of these complex issues ...'. 


Several groups within the Episcopal Church reacted differently to the 
‘compromise’. Integrity, an organization of gay and lesbian Episcopalians 
said that while it was pleased with the overall mood of the convention, the 
group expressed '‘'disappointment that more positive legislation did not 
pass’. The group also said that, although 'the language ... was not what was 
hoped for, it is a position that Integrity can live with'. 


The sexuality issue has haunted the Episcopal Church for a long time. In 
1979, the church affirmed traditional teachings of the church on marriage, and 
declared that it was ‘not appropriate' to ordain a practising homosexual. 
However, 44 bishops at the time signed a public statement of dissent in which 
they declared that they would not be bound by the resolution. 


The 1989 ordination of a non-celibate homosexual to the priesthood by a bishop 
in the northern part of the state of New Jersey further sharpened the question 
regarding ordination of gay and lesbian candidates. Many bishops distanced 
themselves from that ordination (EPS 90.03.36). 


Before the convention, the Standing Commission on Human Affairs had suggested 
that the Episcopal Church affirm that each Episcopal diocese is ‘fully 
competent to determine whom best to ordain' in light of ordination 
qualifications in the Episcopal prayer book. Moreover, ‘the ecclesiastical 
authority in each diocese determines which clergy may be received or licenced 
to officiate with the respective diocese', they recommended. 


Another major US denomination, the Presbyterian Church USA at its general 
assembly in Baltimore/Maryland (4-12 June) declared in an overwhelming vote to 
reject a call by a Special Task Force on Human Sexuality for openness toward 
sexual relationships outside of marriage (EPS 91.07.04). [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.03 
US, SOVIET CHURCH LEADERS EXPRESS HOPE ON ARMS CONTROL 


Leaders of the (US) National Council of Churches and representatives of 
churches in the Soviet Union issued a statement following their meeting which 
coincided with the arms control talks in Moscow (30-31 July) between 
Presidents George Bush of the United States and Mikhail Gorbachev of the USSR. 


The two superpower leaders later signed the START treaty which would reduce 
the two countries' arsenals of strategic nuclear weapons by 30 percent. 


The church leaders' statement said for thirty-five years, ‘we have been deeply 
involved in regular exchange and common reflection unbroken by periods of 
extreme tension between our governments’. 


The church leaders ‘confessed' that not all differences of doctrine, language, 
culture and tradition which have separated ‘our churches’ for centuries have 
been resolved, adding that the churches at times ‘provided one of the few 
trusting channels of dialogue, cooperation and human contact between the 
American and Soviet peoples’. 


The statement added: 'Over decades we have prayed and worked together for the 
day when peace would reign between our peoples, the terrible arsenals of 
weapons we posses would be reduced and finally eliminated, and the enmity 
between our nations which has contributed to conflict and wars around the 
world would be replaced by a climate of trust and cooperation’. 


The leaders said the Moscow talks set a ‘new dawn' and the end of the Cold 
War. "Many of the dreams of East European peoples for greater freedoms and 
democratic institutions are being realized', the statement added. 


They hailed the changes in southern Africa, the peaceful resolutions of 
long-standing conflicts in the horn of Africa, south-east Asia and Central 
America which ‘are within reach’. 


The statement noted, however, that ‘a new heaven and a new earth' which has 
inspired Christians through the ages, is far from being realized. - 


‘The terrible price of the Cold War continues to be paid by the poor, 
especially the children, in our nations and around the world. The arms race 
has weakened the economies of our own and other nations to the point of 
possible global economic breakdown'. 


The statement called for a start to ‘an elaboration' of the 'New World Order' 
in which all the nations of the world are viewed not as secondary 
beneficiaries but as co-authors. 


Noting that the new order has enormous promises, the leaders' statement said 
it also bears within it the seeds ‘both of hope and of potentially terrible 
new conflicts between rich and poor, and among neglected and disenfranchised 
racial, ethnic and national groups within our own nations and around the 
world’. 


Among others, the leaders called for world major economic and structural 
reforms, an immediate stop to trade in conventional arms, and continuing work 
on halting further research, development, production and deployment of 
nuclear, chemical and biological and other weapons of mass destruction. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.08.04 
SOUTH AFRICAN ROUND-UP 


[This item has been compiled from material supplied by the Southern African 
Church News. ] 


The South African Council of Churches (SACC) and the Southern African [Roman] 
Catholic Bishops' Conference (SACBC) condemned the bombing last month of a 
school in Pretoria which had been prepared for about 700 children returning 
from exile in Tanzania. 


The SACC urged the government to investigate the 14 July bombing and to ensure 
that 'the culprits of this explosion are brought to justice’. 


The SACBC has welcomed the decision by the International Olympics Committee 
and other sporting bodies to readmit South Africa to international sporting 
events. The SACBC said (12 July) the removal of discrimination laws that 
achieved the readmission ‘augurs well for the future, and as such inspires 
hope for a better life', but cautioned that other aspects of apartheid still 
need to be dealt with. ‘The majority of the citizens of this country are 
still affected by the application and consequences of apartheid', said the 
SACBC statement. 


The SACBC and the [Roman] Catholic Institute of Education expressed ‘dismay’ 
(24 June) at the closure of five ‘white' teachers' training colleges on the 
grounds of an oversupply of teachers in the country. The two bodies said the 
decision was contrary to the recent repeal of major apartheid legislation. 
According to 1991 figures, 78 000 applicants to ‘black’ colleges were turned 
down due to lack of places, while 4000 places remained unfilled in ‘white' 
teachers' training colleges. 


The decision (10 June) by the United States government to lift economic 
Sanctions on South Africa has been described by the South African Council of 
Churches as ‘premature’ and ‘irresponsible’. The SACC expressed the fear 
‘that one of the major incentives motivating the South African government to 
change will be lost'. 


Southern African [Anglican] Archbishop Desmond Tutu said on a visit to Spain 
(12 July) that he was upset that the US government lifted sanctions against 
South Africa ‘without consultation with our black political leaders’. He 
said he was amazed at the ‘alacrity with which they have lifted sanctions, 
constrasting with their reluctance to impose them'. 


He called on other foreign governments to wait for a review of sanctions made 
by black leaders before they decide to lift their own sanctions against South 
Africa. 


A South African Anglican priest who refused to serve in the South African 
military on grounds of faith had his one-year prison sentence set-aside by the 
Rand Supreme Court early in June. Douglas Torr was ordered to do 800 hours 
of unpaid community service at a centre in Johannesburg where he will counsel 
AIDS sufferers and their families. 


The annual conference of the SACC unanimously rejected (10 July), an 
application by the Dutch Reformed Church (DRC) for observer status in the 
ecumenical body. The conference urged the DRC to withdraw its public 
criticism of the SACC and to enter into unity discussions with the 
predominantly ‘coloured' (people of mixed race) Dutch Reformed Mission Church 
and the black Dutch Reformed Church in Africa. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.05 
ECUMENICAL ROUND TABLE ON YUGOSLAVIA PLANNED 


An ecumenical round table meeting to include all Yugoslav Christian churches, 
Muslims and Jewish representatives is being planned by the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC), according to a 31 July press release from the 
Geneva-based ecumenical body. 


The release said the aim of the meeting should not be to formulate a peace 
declaration, but that it should strongly endorse all constructive measures 
which would bring nearer the reconciliation of the nations, churches and 
religions in the various republics of Yugoslavia. 


The CEC release said the initiative has been endorsed by all CEC member 
churches in Yugoslavia and has also received the support of the general 
secretaries of the World Council of Churches, the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. 


According to the release, the Council of European [Roman Catholic] Bishops’ 
Conferences is also exploring ways in which it can play a role in the 
initiative. 


As part of the groundwork to the round table, CEC Studies Secretary Hermann 
Goltz visited CEC member churches in Yugoslavia (21-26 July), including the 
Serbian Orthodox Church, Evangelical Church of Croatia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and 
in Voyvodina, the Reformed Church in Yugoslavia, the Slovak Evangelical Church 
and the Evangelical Methodist Church. 


Although the date of the meeting has not yet been named, the release said it 
should be organized ‘as soon as possible’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.06 
USA: CHURCHES MARCH FOR NEW ECONOMIC AGENDA 


A week-long march for a new economic order in the United States led by Baptist 
minister Jesse Jackson kicked off with an inter-faith service in Bridgeport, 
in the state of Connecticut 11 August. The marchers are expected to cover a 
distance of 54 miles and will pass through several towns. The march will end 
with a mass rally in front of the capitol at Hartford 17 August. 


Called the ‘March to Rebuild America', it has been organized to challenge the 
nation to shift the political agenda to a renewed commitment to human needs 
such as healthcare, affordable housing, jobs, education, peace, environment 
and fair taxes. 


Jackson seid the march has been organised to ‘bring about a change in the 
national economic equation, to rebulid America and to reinvest in our cities’. 


According to a National League of Cities report, one in four cities in America 


is facing a financial crisis. Forty states out of 50 are said to be 
operating with a deficit. The state of Connecticut, said to be the 
wealthiest in the country, is also experiencing the crisis. One of its major 


cities, Bridgeport has become the first city to file for bankruptcy. 


Jackson said the deteriorating economic situation has led to cities ‘being 
abandoned, farmers forsaken and children neglected’. 


The World Council of Churches Commission on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service is participating in the march as part of its commitment to the 
need for economic justice. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.07 
UK: CHURCH OF ENGLAND URGES BOYCOTT OF NESTLE PRODUCTS 


The Church of England is to lead a campaign aimed at boycotting Nestlé 
products because of the company's continued promotion of breast-milk 
substitutes in the third world. A report presented (14 July) to the church's 
synod said one million children die each year in the third world as a result 
of being bottle-fed in unhygienic conditions. 


The church's synod adopted by an overwhelming majority a motion supportive of 
consumer action as the best way of influencing the company to stop the 
promotion of its products in the third world. The campaign also aims to call 
on the British government to impose a ban on the advertising of such products 
and to tighten control over the export of bottle-feeding products’ to 
developing countries. 


In its review of the World Council of Churches assembly in Canberra/Australia 
(7-20 February) the synod pledged to continue its support for the ecumenical 
body and emphasized the importance of the Faith and Order, and of Justice, 
Peace and the Integrity of Creation programmes. 


The synod noted that future restructuring of the WCC should take into account 
the WCC's primary aim of calling the churches into full visible unity and the 
development of a ‘vital and coherent' theology to undergird the council's work. 


In other action, the synod expressed concern at the rate of family breakdown 
and its effect on children and urged its Board for Social Responsibility to 
investigate the causes. The synod heard that divorce has become commonplace 
in Britain, with two in every five marriages breaking up and one baby in four 
being born out of wedlock compared to one in ten 12 years ago. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.08 
WORLD CALAMITIES AND ECUMENICAL SOLIDARITY 


In a world tormented by conflicts, natural catastrophes and other calamities, 
there is increasing evidence of ecumenical solidarity. During the last four 
months, the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches (WCC) launched two dozen urgent 
appeals for aid in financing relief material for victims of natural disasters. 


In the Middle East, relief organizations in cooperation with CICARWS have 
been active in relief work with Kurdish and other Iraqi refugees in Iraq, the 
Occupied Territories, Jordan, and in Turkey. 


In Africa, increasing famine has obliged the churches to intervene in the 
Sudan, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Angola, and in the horn of Africa. In Zimbabwe, 
drought and the influx of Mozambican refugees have caused CICARWS to extend 
its aid programme to a value of 950 000 US dollars, whilst in Kenya assistance 
was extended to victims of flooding. 


In Asia, cyclones in Bangladesh, civil war in Sri Lanka and the earthquake 
in Pakistan have prompted aid campaigns there. In the aftermath of the 
earthquake which affected borders of Pakistan and Afghanistan, 300 people 
died, 580 were injured, 5000 houses were destroyed and 35 000 were damaged. 


In Costa Rica, the earthquake in April caused 45 deaths, injured. more than 
500, and left 10 000 homeless. In Chile, torrential rain provoked 
landslides. In Antofagasta alone there were 112 dead, 10 missing, 750 
injured and more than 30 000 homeless. Of all Latin America, the situation 
in Peru is the most preoccupying due to terrorism and civil war. An 
earthquake took place on 4 April in Moyamba, adding to the chaos caused by the 
cholera epidemic. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.09 
USA: GREEK ORTHODOX MEMBERSHIP IN NCC, FINAL DECISION COMING 


A final decision by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America 
to pull out of the (US) National Council of Churches will not be made until 
later this year, according to an official of the archdiocese. 


Chancellor of the Archdiocese, Bishop Isaiah said early last month that a 
final decision will only be made during a meeting of the Standing Conference 
of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) sometime in October. 


On 6 June, the Archdiocese announced (EPS 91.07.03) that it was suspending its 
membership in the (US) National Council of Churches '...until further 
notice’. In a letter to the NCC, the Archdiocese said then that 'the extreme 
liberties taken in recent years by the National Council of Churches, which 
identifies itself with the most liberal Protestant denominations, make our 
association and membership impossible'. 


In reply to the Archdiocese's letter, NCC General Secretary Joan Campbell and 
President Leonid Kishkovsky encouraged the Archdiocese to '‘'review' their 
decision and pledged to assist the Archdiocese with the process. 


At the time of the announcement of the suspension of the Greek Orthodox 
membership in the ecumenical body, Campbell said then that the NCC viewed the 
matter ‘very seriously' because ‘we value the Orthodox participation in the 
Council very highly'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.10 
EGYPT: MUSLIMS WHO CONVERTED TO CHRISTIANITY RELEASED FROM PRISON 


After nearly 10 months in prison, three Egyptians who converted to 
Christianity from Islam have finally been released from a Cairo prison, 
according to a report from the US-based News Network International (NNI). 


The three were arrested in October 1990 and accused of planning to foment 
sectarian strife, derogating Islam, and threatening national unity. 


The human rights organization Amnesty International reported earlier that the 
three were tortured and held in solitary confinement. The Egyptian 
government denied the allegations. 


Mustafa Mohammad Said al-Sharqawi, 30, Mohammad Ahmed Mohammad Salem, 25, and 
Hassan Mohammad Ismail, 21, were never formally charged with any crimes. 
Twice, their release was ordered by a panel of three state security justices 
but the orders were overturned by government state security, the NNI report 
Said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.11 

BULGARIA: CHURCHES, GOVT COOPERATE IN RUNNING OF HEALTH FACILITIES 

The government in Bulgaria is increasingly involving the Church in running 
some health institutions. According to reports, a clinic in the capital city 
of Sofia has become the first facility to be operated on a cooperative basis 
between the Bulgarian Orthodox Church and the government ministry of public 
health. Many of the medicines and drugs provided in the clinic are supplied 
by church organizations and individuals abroad. Under communist rule, 
church-operated clinics and hospitals were seized and placed under government 
control. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.12 
ECUTEXT: WCC Letter to Presidents Bush, Gorbachev on Middle East 


[This is the abridged text of a World Concil of Churches letter to Presidents 
George Bush of the United States and Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet Union 
dated 9 August on the two countries' peace efforts in the Middle East. The 
letter, which was signed by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, was also 
copied to UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar.] 


The World Council of Churches would like to assure you that your present major 
initiative raises our hopes that a durable settlement of the Palestinian- 

Israeli conflict may be achieved, in accordance with international law and the 
right to security and self-determination for the nations and peoples concerned. 


The World Council of Churches has a longstanding commitment to the cause of 
peace and justice in the Middle East and has persistently called all people 
concerned to take initiatives for a negotiated solution. Thus we pray for 
your efforts and we trust that all parties concerned will take advantage of 
them. ¥ 


We firmly believe that your concerted efforts offer an opportunity that 
invites the active participation of all parties concerned, as well as the 
international community. As you are in the middle of a delicate process of 
bringing all people concerned to the negotiation table, we will not enter into 
a specific consideration of all the different components of the conflict. We 
trust your wisdom and good will and the capacity of the Israeli and 
Palestinian people to come to terms with their common future. 


--. It seems logical and absolutely necessary that the Palestinian people be 
enabled to elect the persons they trust so that constructive consequences 
could follow, once agreements are reached. While the process continues, we 
hope for and we will encourage the United Nations Security Council, in the 
implementation of its resolutions, to insist on an appropriate mechanism to 
monitor and ensure the safety and protection of Palestinians in the Occupied 
Territories and, even more, to ensure a pacific co-existence until the 
effective settlement is reached. 


We are concerned that the continuation of the expansion of existing 
settlements and the establishment of new settlements in the Occupied 
Territories will constitute a major stumbling block to the conference itself 
and will contribute to a climate of reciprocal mistrust. 


--- AS you can imagine, for Christians throughout the world as well as to the 
adherents of the two great sister monotheistic religions, Judaism and Islam, 
Jerusalem continues to be in the heart of the deepest religious inspiration 
and attachment. The question of Jerusalem is not fundamentally a matter of 
protection of the Holy places. Holy shrines must not become mere monuments 
of visitation but are to remain living places of worship integrated into the 
lives of the respective communities. The future of Jerusalem cannot be 
dissociated from the future of the people concerned. The status and future 
of Jerusalem is of special concern for the World Council of Churches and its 
member churches, including churches in Israel, in the Holy City, the West Bank 
and Gaza, and throughout the Middle East. The search for a lasting solution, 
including the negotiations on the status of Jerusalem and its character, 
should attempt to recognize the unique vocation of the Holy City. 


--.- We follow with great attention the progress of your initiative, we would 
like to express with our best wishes for its success the assurance of the 
prayer of millions of Christians for these efforts. We uphold the people of 
the Middle East in our prayers while we recall the words of the Gospel, 
‘Blessed are the peace-makers'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.13 
ECUTEXT: The World Council of Churches Statement on Minorities 


[This is the text of a statement of the World Council of Churches to the ninth 
session of the Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the UN Commission on 
Human Rights meeting in Geneva/Switzerland, 22 July-2 August. ] 


--- In February of this year delegates of the member churches of the WCC 
gathered in Canberra/Australia, for the VIIth Assembly of the WCC (an assembly 
held only every seven years). Throughout the long preparation for that 
assembly we were deeply conscious that the relationship which was to be of 
primary importance to us would be the one with the indigenous people of that 
country. We were conscious that we needed to ‘walk carefully' in that land 
and that the presence of 5000 Christians from around the world, albeit for a 
brief three weeks in Australia, needed to be Supportive of the struggle for 
self-determination of the Aboriginal people and not distract from it or ignore 
it. 


--. Aboriginal participation was seen at many different levels of the 
assembly. It was a time of deep spiritual significance when the assembly was 
begun, in its opening worship service, by representatives of the Aboriginal 
community and in particular of the Gumit people on whose land we were meeting. 


Our member churches report that the most common post-Assembly reaction was in 
reference to the learning experience and insights received from the Aboriginal 


people. 


It is true to say that our large fellowship of Christians went to Australia 


wanting to share with indigenous people. What we discovered was that we 
learned from them. The accumulated spiritual experience of a wide diversity 
of cultures, confessions and churches, was enhanced by exposure to the 
spirituality of the Aboriginal people. ... 

+++ Not all member churches are comfortable about this. And as a community 
we have a long way to go in education and consciousness-raising, in 
challenging and repentance. But that encounter with the indigenous people in 


Australia was deeply significant. 


During the assembly only three statements on "public issues' were adopted. 
One of those was on ‘Indigenous Peoples and Land Rights’. It said: 


"... the WCC should continue to work with indigenous peoples to ensure that 
issues identified by them, their communities and organizations, will be heard 
and acted upon. We affirm the growing consciousness of indigenous peoples’ 
struggle for freedom, including those of the Dalits of India. We realize 
that wounds that had their beginnings 500 years ago (in the Americas) with 
invasion, conquest, colonization and missionary zeal, will take time to 
heal. Recognizing that oppression of indigenous peoples is racism and that 
issues of racism in all parts of the world are linked, the WCC should 
intensify its efforts to pursue racial justice. 


Working toward the goal of justice through sovereignty, self-determination and 
land rights for indigenous peoples, the Seventh Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches calls upon member churches to move beyond words to action, 
specifically: 


(a) to negotiate with indigenous peoples to ascertain how lands taken 
unjustly by the churches from indigenous peoples can be returned to them; 
[over] 


wcec and minorities/2 


(b) to recognize, acknowledge and vigorously support self-determination and 
sovereignty of indigenous peoples, as defined by them, in church. and society; 
(c) to use their influence with governments and international bodies in 
actively seeking the goal of justice through sovereignty and 
self-determination of indigenous peoples; 


(d) to declare the year 1992, the quincentenary of the arrival of Columbus in 
the western hemisphere, a year against racism with specific focus on 
indigenous and black peoples who in this year will mark 500 years of genocide, 
land theft, slavery and oppression. We call upon the international community 
and governments to resist participating in activities celebrating 1992 
designed without input from indigenous peoples and to join with indigenous 
peoples in any celebrations or commemorations they plan; 


(e) to oppose continuing and now increasing (justified by war in the Gulf) 
exploitation of indigenous peoples' lands and mineral resources; 


(f) to protect burial grounds and sacred sites of indigenous peoples from 
desecration and destruction and to work toward the return of ancestral 
remains, artefacts, sacred objects and other items belonging to indigenous 
peoples; 


(g) to protect the freedom of indigenous peoples to practise their 
traditional religions. 


.»- The WCC acknowledges that the search for the rightful recognition of the 
sovereignty of indigenous peoples is fundamental to the task of this working 
group and must be an integral part of the churches’ work in solidarity with 
indigenous peoples. 


It is little mentioned in this forum. We know the difficulties it presents 
to governments and to churches. However, the WCC recognizes the importance 
of the search and regards it as an issue of justice. 


The second point is a reference in the assembly statement to the Dalit people 
of India. Some may be surprised to hear them included in a statement on 
indigenous peoples. But that is the position taken by the WCC and we are 
delighted that representatives of the Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Castes, 
making up the Dalit community, are present in this forum. 


«+. The working group and those who have been assisting it have faced the 
daunting task of encapsulating in words and phrases, and sometimes legal 
jargon, the hopes and aspirations of many diverse peoples from different parts 
of the world. The WCC is deeply conscious of the tensions that will always 
lie between different interpretations of what those words mean. So often we 
have witnessed the actions of those who have abrogated political authority to 
themselves and interpreted the words of a treaty or convention to suit their 
colonial aspirations. 


The working group has persevered with the draft of this declaration with 
commendable zeal and patience but it will, of course, not be enough. As the 
words move towards adoption by the UN general assembly the interpretation of 
those words by governments may do little to respond to the claims for justice 
by indigenous peoples. 


There remains the task of discovering the political will to interpret and 
enforce the declaration in ways which restore indigenous peoples to their 
rightful place within the whole inhabited earth. 


The member churches of the WCC have a part to play in helping create that 
political will and we will do our best in that regard. ... [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.14 
ECUTEXT: WCC Letter to Churches in Albania 


(This is the text of a letter sent to the churches in Albania (11 July). ids 
was signed by WCC Central Committee Moderator, Aram Keshishian, and Emilio 
Castro, general secretary. ] 


Following the visit to Albania earlier this month of the ecumenical delegation 
from the World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches, we 
send you warm and loving greetings. After so many years of enforced 
separation, we celebrate with you the joy of the encounter between the 
delegation and you and your congregations in Tirana and Gjirokaster. 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting this week in 
Geneva, received a statement from the team and affirmed the desire to form 
once more new and creative relationships with your churches in Albania, and to 
assist you in every way possible to build up and strengthen your 
congregations. In addition, the Executive Committee encouraged the WCC to 
provide humanitarian aid for the people of Albania at this time of grave 
economic crisis. 


We want to give thanks to God for your faithful witness during so many years 
of suffering, to assure you of our prayers and our continuing concern for you 
in the months and years ahead and to welcome you into fellowship with your 
Christian brothers and sisters around the world. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.15 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Letter to President Gorbachev of the USSR 


(This is the text of a letter written 22 July by Emilio Castro, general 
secretary, World Council of Churches, and Jean Fischer, general secretary, 
Conference of European Churches, to Mikhail Gorbachev, president of the USSR, 
on the attack on a Monastery of Gantrasar in Nagorno-Karabagh by Azerbaidjani 
forces on 6 July.] 


The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches have 
received information from His Holiness Vasken I, Catholicos of the Armenian 
Apostolic Church, about the attack on _ the Monastery of Gantrasar in 
Nagorno-Karabagh by Azerbaidjani forces on 6 July. 


The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches are 
deeply concerned about this act of violence against one of the holy places of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church. 


A high level team sent by our two Organizations which visited Armenia last 
month has reported on the harassment of the Armenian population and the 
violation of human rights in Nagorno-Karabagh and the border area. The 
Monastery of Gantrasar is presently the only centre of the life and service of 
the church in the entire region. 


The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches are 
asking you to do everything that is in your power to assure the integrity of 
the Armenian Apostolic Church in Nagorno-Karabagh and to protect the life, 
rights and well-being of the Armenian people in Nagorno-Karabagh and in the 
border area between the Republics of Armenia and Azerbaidjan. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.16 
ECUTEXT: Reformed Church in the Netherlands Protest Nuclear Tests 


[This is the text of a letter written by the Council of the General Synod of 
the Reformed Church in The Netherlands to the French ambassador in The Hague 
(The Netherlands) on the French government's nuclear tests in the Pacific. 
It was copied to the World Council of Churches, Pacific Conference of 
Churches, and the Evangelical Church of French Polynesia. ] 


In many places, commemorations are being held to mark 25 years of the first 
nuclear experiment in French Polynesia by France. The inhabitants of the 
region in question and also those in bordering countries have regularly 
expressed their disquiet on the subject just as they have on the outcome of 
the numerous nuclear experiments that have ensued. 


On several occasions, appeals for help have been made by ecclesiastical 
authorities in the Pacific to the international ecumenical community in 
protesting against the French nuclear experiments. 


In 1983, the council of our synod expressed its disquiet in a letter addressed 
to President Mitterrand in reaction to a request from the Evangelical Church 
of French Polynesia. 


During these days we would like to add ours to the many voices of protestation 
within French Polynesia itself, in the wider Pacific region, and elsewhere in 
the world. 


Now that the cold war is over it is even more necessary that the nuclear arms 
race come to an end. The discontinuation of your nuclear experiments would 
contribute to the well-being of the peoples of the Pacific and to the 
aspirations to peace and disarmament throughout the whole world. 


We entreat you to bring this plea to the attention of the authorities in your 
country. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.17 
ECUTEXT: Youth Message on Violence in Southern Africa 


[This is the text of a message sent to the churches in southern Africa by 
youth from the Middle East, Africa and Europe who participated in a 
tri-regional round table on ‘Role of Young People in Situations of Conflict' 
held 21-28 July in Ayia Napa/Cyprus. The meeting was preceded by team visits 
to South Africa, Palestine/Israel and Northern Ireland. ] 


--- We were appalled to hear first hand stories on how, over the years, the 
lives of people have become debased through countless deaths, and disabilities 
as a result of situations of conflict and violence. 


We feel strongly, as Christian youth gathered here to commit ourselves to 
engage in action that will lead to the transformation of the prevalent violent 
societies in which we find ourselves. 


We are encouraged to hear that there are some efforts and oppenness going on 
presently in Angola, Mozambique and South Africa to redress the present 
Situations of conflict. We urge the churches in the southern African region 
to actively engage in this process to bring about a peaceful and just 
resolution. [EPS] 
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WCC PUBLICATIONS ON SUBSCRIPTION BASIS 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK, 49.50 US, 
62.50 Canadian, 65 Australian, 73.50 Swiss, 79.50 New Zealand, 86.50 German, 
99.50 Dutch, 295 French, 295 Swedish, or 450 Indian. EPS appears about three 
times a month. 


Annual subscription rates for One World, a monthly magazine of the WCC, by 
airmail are 37.50 Swiss, 14.90 UK for Asia, Africa, Latin America, the 
Caribbean, and 15 US for the Pacific. 


Ecumenical Review, a quarterly of the WCC on theological, ethical and other 
issues relating to the WCC and the ecumenical movement. Annual subscription: 
39.50 Swiss, 26.50 US, 15.50 UK. 


International Review of Mission, a quarterly review of mission and 
evangelism. Annual subscription: 37.50 Swiss, 25 US, 14.90 UK. 
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The new World Council oof Churches' Central Committee meeting in 
Canberra/Australia (21-22 February) named the following dates for the 
following meetings: 

17 - 19 September Executive Committee 

20 - 27 September Central Committee 


The Reformed Ecumenical Council will hold its Assembly in Athens/Greece, 25 
May 1992, under the theme 'Following Christ Today'. 


The Uniting Church in Australia Synod of Victoria seeks to employ an 
Editor/Manager for a proposed new newsletter to be circulated in Victoria 
and Tasmania. Further information may be obtained from Ric Holland, 
Executive Secretary, Board of Communication, 130 Lt Collins Street, Melbourne 
Vic 3000, Tel: (03) 654-2488. 


For a full statement and recommendations on the preparatory meeting of the 
Working Group of the Religious Communities on UNCED, please contact: 
Working Group of Religious Communities, c/o WCC-Church and Society, BP 2100, 
150 route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2, Switzerland, Fax: (022) 791.03.61. (See 
related story in this issue, EPS 91.08.19.) 


‘Available from the WCC Programme To Combat Racism, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2, are the following publications: 


Into the 2000s: Koinonia Without Racism, a report of the PCR 
consultation held at Bossey, 11-13 July, 1991. 


Programme To Combat Racism 1990 Review of activities. 


The Dictionary of the Ecumenical Movement is available from WCC 
Publications, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. Price: 110 Swiss, 79.95 US and 
45 UK. 
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EPS 91.08.18 
STATE OF WORLD ECONOMIES TO FEATURE ON WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE AGENDA 


When the World Council of Churches' new Central Committee meets in 
Geneva/Switzerland (20-27 September) for the first full meeting since its 
election at Canberra/Australia last February, one of the many tasks it will 
undertake will be to discuss an ecumenical statement on the world economic 
life. 


A draft document which will lay the basis for this discussion has already been 
prepared in advance and circulated to all committee members. Titled 'Economy 
as a Matter of Faith: An Ecumenical Statement on Economic Life', the document 
serves as a guide to ecumenical thinking on economic issues. The document 
will be placed for further discussion at the next year's Central Committee 
meeting. 


In its introduction, the document states that economic matters are ecumenical 
matters; the economic dimensions of life touch the whole inhabited earth, the 
oikumene. "Therefore, economic issues have always been on the agenda of the 
ecumenical movement', the document adds. 


Charting out the history of Church involvement in economic matters, the 
document says that from the very beginning of the ecumenical debate about 
economics, there was a consensus that the Christian faith cannot be separated 
from economics. It cites a resolution of one of the first ecumenical 
meetings on the economy called the ‘Universal Christian Conference' on life 
and work held in Stockholm/Sweden in 1925 which emphasized ‘the necessity of 
applying the spirit and teaching of Christ to the economic and industrial 
life' and strongly affirmed that the ‘Gospel is for all realms of life’. 


The document says the present debate about economics is confronted with new 
issues and problems, adding that the downfall of the centrally planned 
economic systems in Eastern and Central Europe and the alleged victory of 
market-oriented economies necessitate the rethinking of old concepts. 


It says the failure of this system should not conceal the fact that ‘socialist 
revolutions in the 20th century meant a liberation of ordinary people, workers 
and peasants' and that socialist systems ‘did reduce absolute poverty 
Significantly and managed to approach situations of full employment in the 
sense that most people who wanted a job could get one ...'". 


On the gap between the rich and the poor, the document Says this feature is 
‘disturbing’. It says in sub-Saharan Africa, for example, the average income 


per person declined 20 percent between 1980-1988. In some Latin American 
countries the drop was even higher. "Worldwide ... we are witnessing a major 
redistribution of income from the poor to the affluent. Instead of 


"trickling down" of wealth, there is a "trickling up"’. 


It says the debt crisis has affected the countries in Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, the Caribbean and the Pacific the most, and collectively, they owe 
about 1.3 trillion US dollars to Western banks, governments and international 
financial institutions. The document adds that structural inequities and 
prevailing power relationships ‘are the key for understanding and solving the 
debt crisis’. 


The document says ‘too often churches have been, and are part of the exisiting 
political-economic systems' and urges the churches to ‘begin with a repentance 
over their past role in society and seek to liberate themselves from their own 
history'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.19 
CHURCH WORKING GROUP PRESENTS ‘ETHICS' ON ENVIRONMENT 


On the initiative of the World Council of Churches (WCC), some _ 50 
representatives from religious communities and organizations around the world 
met near Geneva at the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey (8-10 August) to produce 
a statement which is hoped will have major implications for the Earth Summit 
Conference which is to take place in Brazil next year (1-12 June, 1992, [EPS 
91.07.01]). The meeting was organized by the working group of Religious 
Communities on UNCED (United Nations Conference on Environment '= and 
Development). 


The declaration and statement of principles for an Earth Charter formulated by 
the group will now be presented to the UNCED Working Group III which is 
presently in session at the United Nations in Geneva/Switzerland. An Earth 
Charter is to be adopted next year during the Earth Summit in Brazil. In 
their proposals the working group especially considered the ‘unity of the 
human family and the oneness of the earth, and particular beliefs of various 
religious traditions’. 


The participants represented a spectrum of religions from around the world. 
Besides representatives of WCC member churches, and other Christian 
denominations, participants included members of the Muslim, Jewish, Baha'i, 
and Hindu communities. Organizations included the North American Coalition 
on Religion and Ecology, the World Conference on Religion and Peace, the World 
Wide Fund for Nature, and the International Coordinating Committee on Religion 
and the Earth, among others. 


Entitled 'One Earth Community' the statement lists twelve priority principles 
for consideration in the proposals for the UNCED Earth Charter, and emphasises 


the spiritual foundations and values underlying the concerns. The working 
group considered Earth Charter proposals by taking official UNCED documents 
into account. Members of the working group stayed on in Geneva to 


participate in the UNCED preparatory meeting. 


The four-page document including the twelve principles establishes that life 
is a gift which must elicit respect, awe and reverence. Instead, it says, 
this vision has now been distorted: ‘'... the life of the earth community is 
threatened with destruction. In the name of human progress and development 
there is growing devastation of nature and widespread and increasing poverty 


The twelve principles include a variety of concerns. They do not attempt to 
speak to all issues of injustice, destruction of the environment and threats 
to life on earth. Referring to the responsibility towards the earth as a 


whole, the statement notes that states and individuals have the obligation to 
respect the functioning of the whole. Both their rights and obligations need 
to be defined within this perspective. 


One of the principles affirms the indivisibility of justice to the environment 
and social justice. It requests that the Earth Charter clearly recognize 
that environmental destruction and injustice have systemic causes, such as the 
dominant development model with its emphasis on capital intensive 
industrialization. "We must acknowledge the need for limits to growth and a 
just sharing of resources in the interests of sustainable sufficiency for 
all...the main victims are the nations and peoples of the South’. 


Other principles include the rights of future generations, an affirmation of 
the ‘polluter pays' principle as an international standard, the protection of 
bio-diversity and the impact of militarization on the environment and 
development. (For a full text of the report, see address on Shoptalk 
page.) [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.20 
SITUATION IN BOUGAINVILLE CONTINUES TO BE CRITICAL AS BLOCKADE BITES 


The situation in Bougainville continues to be critical, with medicines, food, 
electricity and other supplies still in short supply since a blockade of the 
island by the government of Papua New Guinea (PNG) in April last year. More 
than 3000 people have died so far and 5000 children remain unimmunized as a 
direct result of the embargo, according to Joseph Kabui, chairman of the 
interim government of Bougainville. 


Bougainville is an island which is part of the southern Pacific nation of 
Papua New Guinea. The bulk of PNG is formed by the eastern half of the 
island of New Guinea. Parts of the nation of the Solomon Islands are 
immediately adjacent to Bougainville. 


Kabui, leading a Bougainvillean delegation to the United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights meeting in Geneva/Switzerland, told an audience at the Ecumenical 
Centre (13 August) that the major causes of the problem in his country are the 
atrocities carried out by the PNG military against Bougainvilleans and a wish 
by the people there to gain control of their own land. He added that the 
disputed copper mining concern at Panguna has only been a catalyst to ‘a 
long-standing land issue'. 


‘The attachment to land among Bougainvilleans is important, it is their 
life. The current struggle is an attempt by the people to feel that they 
have control over their own land', he said. 


Kabui said previous agreements signed between the Bougainvillean Revolutionary 
Army (BRA) and the PNG government have been violated by the Papua New Guinea 
government. He expressed the hope that the proposed talks between the two 
groups later this month will produce an amicable solution to the impasse. He 
also appealed to the United Nations to be involved in helping to resolve the 
crisis. 


In a statement presented earlier to the UN Commission on Human Rights, Kabui 
Said there was overwhelming evidence of gross violation of human rights by the 
PNG authorities in Bougainville and added that the violations were known to 
international human rights groups such as Amnesty International, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, the Australian International 
Development Bureau and other bodies. 


According to Kabui, Bougainville is not part of Papua New Guinea ‘which is one 
thousand miles away. We are historically part of the Solomon Islands which 
are only separated from Bougainville by a 20-mile stretch of water', he said. 


Bougainville was placed under Papua New Guinea control in 1975 following the 
attainment of independence by PNG. At that time, Bougainvilleans declared 
their intentions for self-government and asked for a United Nations-supervised 
referendum. In 1988, major demonstrations against PNG rule rocked the island 
and over 6000 Bougainvillean houses were destroyed, resulting in the 
displacement of 24 000 people from their villages. 


In March 1990, the PNG government agreed to withdraw its troops. from 
Bougainville. All PNG services to the island were also suspended and a 
crippling blockade imposed which halted the flow of medicines and other 
Supplies from reaching the island. On 17 May 1990, the BRA declared 
Bougainville an independent’ republic. The declaration has not _ been 
recognised by any country in the world. 


Kabui expressed gratitude to the international ecumenical community for its 
role in calling for an end to the Bougainville impasse and added that the 
people of Bougainville realise that the ‘struggle is a test for which only God 
has the final say'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.21 
WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL APPEALS TO ISRAEL TO HALT ARAB LAND GRABBING 


The World Methodist Council (WMC) meeting in Singapore (24-31 July) issued a 
resolution strongly protesting the Israeli government's continued settlement 
of new immigrants in Arab Occupied Territories and the displacement of 
Palestinians in Israel and in the West Bank. The meeting detailed Joe Hale, 
WMC general secretary, to convey the protest to the Israelis. 


In his letter to Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, dated 9 August, Hale 
said the WMC was ‘deeply concerned’ by the Israeli government's actions. 


‘Along with many other international organizations and nations, the World 
Methodist Council does not accept your government's claim that East Jerusalem 
is permanently joined to Israel', the letter said. 


The letter further expressed ‘alarm' at the increased confiscation of land in 
the West Bank. ‘Your minister, Ariel Sharon, is quite open in indicating 
that this is official Israeli policy'. 


The WMC said the encouragement of tens of thousands of Jewish immigrants to 
Israel, with the offer of land that rightfully belongs to persons whose 
families have lived for centuries in the area, is not a humanitarian act, ‘but 
a cruel, and seemingly calculated, method to displace indigenous Palestinians 
and consolidate your hold on occupied territories which, by international law 
is not yours', protested the WMC. 


The letter added: ‘The World Methodist Council views as especially cynical 
and unjust the restrictions your government has imposed on thousands of 
Palestinian Arabs in Gaza and the West Bank, including the cancellation of 
their work permits'. 


The letter pledged strong support for ‘your right to exist within secure 
borders' but urged Israel to ‘use the opportunity now opening for peace with 
Palestinian people...'. 


The World Methodist Council is composed of 500 persons representing Methodist 
churches located in 93 countries of the world with constituents numbering 54 
million. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.22 
NICARAGUA: THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN SURVIVAL SITUATIONS DISCUSSED 


Representatives from 19 theological schools and ecumenical centres in Latin 
America met (14-18 July) near the city of Managua, Nicaragua, to discuss 
‘Theological Education in Survival Situations’. 


The participants noted that their primary concern is the survival of the 
peoples of Latin America who are ‘facing unprecedented poverty, the 
disintegration of social infrastructures, ecological devastation, and 
incalculable human suffering' under the current economic, political and 
ideological ‘onslaught'. 


The participants also heard a report from Guatemala which said the theological 
formation in Latin America ‘takes place in a context in which the majority of 
the population has lived in conditions of marginality and survival for 500 
years'. The participants agreed to commit themselves to the use of the 
limited resources for theological training. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.23 
NORWAY: WORLD YWCA COUNCIL URGES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 


A quadrennial meeting of the World Young Women's Christian Association Council 
(in Stavanger/Norway, 25 July-3 August) resolved to urge a united action 
through the next four years to protect the environment, support continued 
development to Central European associations, and work for the implementation 
of United Nations resolutions on Lebanon and Palestine. 


The meeting, which brought together 550 women from 80 countries representing 
all regions of the world, noted that environmental degradation was threatening 
many parts of the world, and singled out the Pacific region which, they said, 
was the testing ground for nuclear weapons and dumping of chemical weapons. 
The meeting resolved ‘to support action, including political lobbying and 
environmental education programmes, to keep the Pacific nuclear-free ...'. 


On the plight of refugees and migrants, the meeting resolved to urge YWCA 
national associations to exchange information on the issue. The meeting also 
passed a resolution on child prostitution and voted to educate the public on 
‘the mature and consequences of tourism-related pedophile activities in 
developing countries'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.24 
EVENTS IN THE SOVIET UNION PROMPT ECUMENICAL REACTIONS 


The removal of Mikhail Gorbachev from the leadership of the Communist Party 
and from the presidency of the Soviet Union has prompted ecumenical 
reactions. Two Geneva-based ecumenical bodies - the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) and the Lutheran World Federation - both sent messages (20 
August) of support and 'concern' to the churches in the Soviet Union. 


The WCC statement which was sent to the Russian Orthodox Church, the All-Union 
of Evangelical Christian Baptists of the USSR, the Armenian Apostolic 
Church, the Estonia Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Georgian Orthodox Church 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia expressed solidarity ‘at this 
critical time’. The message added: ‘We pay tribute to your witness and lift 
our prayer that justice, reconciliation and peace may prevail’. The message 
was Signed by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. 


The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) said in its statement to the German 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the USSR, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Lithuania, the Estonia Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Latvia, that the LWF is ‘alarmed at the tragic and 
unconstitutional imposition of a new government on the Soviet Union. 


‘We pray that in this situation of new uncertainties and new threats, you and 
the people of your church and nation will be strengthened in faith, witness, 
and responsible concern for democracy, human rights, and peace. The churches 
of our global communion are with you in your struggles at this time of 
testing’. The statement was signed by LWF general secretary Gunnar Staalsett. 


Leader of the Anglican communion, Archbishop George Carey, has said the 
developments in the Soviet Union are a cause of ‘concern to all who want peace 
and stability in the world’. He noted that under President Gorbachev, a new 
era of freedom had begun to open up, great strides were being made within the 
Soviet Union toward self-determination, and in the important sphere of 
religious freedom the churches had been given new opportunities. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.25 
AUSTRALIA: UNITING CHURCH ASSEMBLY DISCUSSES SEXUALITY, DRUG, ALCOHOL ABUSE 


Some 268 ministers and lay persons from the 55 presbyteries and seven synods 
of the Uniting Church in Australia attended the church's triennial assembly 
(14-20 July) in Brisbane and discussed sexuality, Aboriginal concerns, youth 
and children, sexual violence and alcohol abuse. 


The assembly, which was attended for the first time by three interfaith guests 
(two Muslims, one Jew), devoted considerable debate to the issue of sexuality 
and resolved to undertake a major six-year study on the subject. The meeting 
also refused, for the second time, to endorse a policy of ‘celibacy in 
Singleness and faithfulness in marriage’. 


A report to the assembly of the church's Commission on Women and Men 
highlighted the prevalence of sexual abuse and violence in the community and 
within the church. The assembly resolved that ‘sexual violence be deplored 
as a sin against God and humanity'. 


On multi-cultural and Aboriginal concerns, the assembly agreed to absolve 
certain culturally-specific congregations from meeting all _ regulations 
pertaining to Uniting Church parish life, thereby allowing them to maintain 
their own ‘identities’. 


The assembly resolved to invite church leaders and members to ‘adopt a 
personal and communal lifestyle which reflects solidarity with those who 
struggle against alcohol and other drugs, and which declares to all that 
alcohol and other drugs are not essential elements for fulfilment or 
Satisfying living'. 


In another action, the assembly elected a lay woman as its president. Jill 
Tabart, 50, will take up her position in 1994. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.26 
SOUTH AFRICA: ECUMENICAL BODY CONDEMNS RACIST CLASHES 


The South African Council of Churches (SACC) has condemned the death of three 
whites in clashes between the South African police and the neo-Nazi, white 
supremacist group, the Afrikaner Resistance Movement (AWB) on 9 August in the 
town of Ventersdorp. The AWB is calling for a separate Boer state and is 
opposed to the current reforms initiated by de Klerk. 


In a statement issued 12 August and signed by its General Secretary Frank 
Chikane, the SACC said the clashes were a ‘demonstration of blatant racism 
which must be uprooted out of our society. These incidents are an epitome of 
a South Africa which apartheid has produced’. 


Over 2000 armed AWB members had mobilized to disrupt de Klerk's public address 
in the town, and in the gun battle that followed, three whites were shot and 
killed by. police. 


Reacting to the shooting of his men, AWB leader Eugene TerreBlanche said (12 
August) that his movement was moblizing ‘for the fight which I am sure is 
coming’ against the government and the African National Congress. He 
cautioned de Klerk against engaging in peace moves with blacks ‘without giving 
the white voters the opportunity to vote’. 


The SACC statement appealed to all South Africans ‘to restrain themselves at 
this critical hour in the life of South Africa and to seek other avenues of 
resolving their problems'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.27 

KENYA: CHURCH LEADER CONDEMNS SHOOTING OF STUDENT BY POLICE 

A Kenyan church leader has condemned the 30 June shooting by Kenyan police of 
a student at Moi University in the town of Eldoret. According to reports, 
the student was shot following riots sparked by government plans to withdraw 
student allowances. [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya Bishop David 
Gitari said the use of guns by police against defenceless students was 
unjustified. The rioting resulted in the closure of all four of Kenya's 
universities. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.28 
BULGARIA: THEOLOGY FACULTY REINCORPORATED INTO SOFIA UNIVERISTY 
The theology faculty at Sofia University has been re-incorporated into the 
university after a 40-year separation imposed by the former communist 


regime. Founded in 1923, the faculty's degrees were not recognized inside 
Bulgaria but were acknowledged abroad. The re-incorporation follows student 
protests urging government to bring the faculty back into the university 
system. In a separate development, the Bulgaria Council of Ministers has 


announced that theological training will from this year on, be subsidized from 
the national budget. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.29 
UK: ANGLICAN LEADER DECRIES CHRISTIAN DISUNITY 
Head of the Anglican communion, Archbishop George Carey, has described 
divisions among Christians as ‘a terrible wound affecting our evangelism’. 
Addressing 2500 delegates to an international evangelism conference in 
Brighton last month, Carey said the presence of delegates from different 
Christian traditions was a ‘tangible sign of our growing unity and love’. He 
added that ‘the old barriers' which divided Christians over the years were 
Slowly ‘being torn down' and urged ‘patient affirmation of one another's 
Christianity’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.30 
UGANDA: RC COMMUNICATION DAY OBSERVED 
The Roman Catholic communications day celebrations were held in Kampala, 
Uganda (6 August) and brought together press, radio and _ television 
journalists. The Vatican representative in Uganda, Lousi Robles Biaz, 
criticised the manipulation of tools of mass communication by some leaders and 
urged journalists to operate with ‘generosity and a spirit of service’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.31 
NIGERIA: FOUR STUDENTS EXPELLED FOR '‘CAUSING' RELIGIOUS DISHARMONY 
Four students in a Nigerian public school in the town of Yola were expelled 
last month ‘for conduct likely to cause disaffection between Christians and 
Muslims’. An official of the ministry of education said a panel of enquiry 
had found the students ‘guilty of master-minding a religious riot' leading to 
the closure of the school last month. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.32 

KENYA: PENTECOSTALS WITHDRAW MEMBERSHIP IN ECUMENICAL BODY 

The Pentecostal Assemblies of God (PAG) church has withdrawn its membership in 
the National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) because ‘the NCCK has 
deviated from its original objectives and adopted an anti-government 
stance’. According to an 11 July letter signed by Secretary General Michael 
Otanga and General Superintendent Shem Irangi to the NCCK, the two officials 
Said the PAG ‘had nothing more to benefit from the council’. An official of 
the NCCK said the PAG withdrawal from the NCCK was politically motivated. In 
June, chairman of the ruling and only political party in Kenya, Peter Oloo 
Aringo, urged churches to pull out of the NCCK alleging that the ecumenical 
body had become an un-official opposition party. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.08.33 

ADVENTISTS MEET FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FIFTY YEARS 

A group of Seventh-day Adventists met for the first time in 50 years for a 
house worship in the Albanian capital of Tirana early August, according to a 
report from the Seventh-day Adventist Church News. Albania had been closed 
from much of the outside world for the last 45 years. An ecumenical team 
which visited the country in July (EPS 91.07.57) reported a gradual 
restoration of churches and other property to the communities. Many of the 
church buildings were stripped and pillaged during the decades of isolation 
and oppression while others were turned into museums. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.34 

BRAZIL! FIRST PRESBYTERIAN WOMAN MINISTER ORDAINED 

Maria Luiza Ruckert, 41, has become the first woman to be ordained as a 
minister in the United Presbyterian Church of Brazil. Ruckert was ordained 
(9 July) in the town of Belo Horizante. Brazil has the largest Presbyterian 
constituency in Latin America, with approximately one million members related 
to six Brazilian denominations and an equal number of non-Portuguese-speaking 
groups. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.35 

MID-EAST ANGLICAN HEAD MEETS KUWAITI LEADER, PLEADS FOR ASSISTANCE 

Head of the Anglican church in the (Persian) Gulf, Bishop John Brown, met (20 
July) with Crown Prince Saad Abdulla al Salim al Sabah for the first time 
Since the end of the war. Brown is reported to have discussed, among other 
issues, the refurbishing of church property in Kuwait damaged during the war 
and sought the prince's assistance. ‘Without large organisations behind us 
in the Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf, it will take us longer to do the 
restoration work needed on our property', Brown said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.36 
ECUMENICAL BODY CALLS FOR REINCORPORATION OF ‘HOMELAND' INTO SOUTH AFRICA 
The South African Council of Churches (SACC) has appealed to the South African 
government to immediately reincorporate the ‘homeland" of Ciskei into South 
Africa because of the ‘worsening political situation’ in the nominally- 
independent enclave. In a statement issued 6 August and signed by General 
Secretary Frank Chikane, the SACC said the situation in the Ciskei is '‘'so 
serious that it could be disastrous for the South African government to wait 
so long as uncontrollable violence could break out' any time. Last year, the 
Ciskei suffered a military coup which toppled a civilian government. Since 
then, the political situation there has been unstable with traditional chiefs 
and the military government clashing over several issues. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.37 

CANADA: LUTHERANS ADOPT STATEMENT ALLOWING INFANTS TO LORD'S SUPPER 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) adopted (11 July) a 
statement which in effect permits the communing of baptized members’ from 
infancy, making the ELCIC the first major Lutheran church in Canada to do 
sO. Delegates to the third biennial national convention of the ELCIC 
approved a ‘Statement on Sacramental Practices' which outlines theological 
bases and practical guidelines for the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion in the ELCIC. The statement spoke of the ‘communion of the 
baptized' which in effect, includes infants. [EPS] 


EPS 91.08.38 
BRAZIL: CHURCHES SUPPORT NATIONAL REFERENDUM ON DEATH PENALTY 
A proposal by a member of ‘the Brazilian Congress (Parliament) for a national 
plebiscite on the death penalty has received the support of several church 
groups. In a statement they said the death penalty mainly affected the poor 
"because of the unjust economic system' in Brazil. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Christian Ethics and the Business World (J. Philip Wogaman ) 


([Wogaman teaches Christian ethics at Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, 
D.Ci Abridged for EPS, this item appeared in the winter edition of The 
Ecumenist published by Pantist Press and the Faculty of Religious Studies, 
McGill University, Canada. ] 


What does Christianity have to add to discussions of business and economic 
matters? 


The most important thing, surely, is the basic perspective. I remember an 
old Chinese proverb to the effect that nine-tenths of what we see is behind 
our eyes. The basic values we hold, the assumptions we believe to be true, 


our biases - these tend to shape what we see in the real world. 


Different Christians will say it in different ways. But there are three 
things about it that I think are fundamental to how Christians look at 
economics. First, we believe that the material world is good because it was 
created by God. Therefore, we take material questions’ seriously. 
Production and distribution of material goods to meet the needs of people are 
important to Christians. 


Second, we believe that God cares about each and every human being on the face 
of the earth. Therefore the economic well-being of every person is a matter 
of concern to Christians. Third, we believe that God wants us to live as 
Sisters and brothers - as a loving, caring community. And therefore there is 
a certain sense in which every economic question is finally a ‘family' 
question involving the family of humankind. 


But what are we supposed to do about it? 


If you are going into business, do you propose to be ethical in the way you 
conduct your business affairs? I think most people in the business world 
would say that they at least try to. For instance, the noted economist 
Milton Friedman wrote the following lines in a 1962 book: ‘Few trends would 
so thoroughly undermine the very foundations of our free society as_ the 
acceptance by corporate officials of a social responsibility other than to 
make as much money for their stockholders as they possibly can’. 


That is a pretty narrow view of ethics. Most people I know in the business 
world would want to go further than that and talk about being honest (at least 
fairly honest) with our business associates, our customers, and the general 
public. 


But there is a problem with leaving Christian responsibility just at that 
level. A Christian can be a very good person and want to do the right thing 
but still not be able to. Sometimes the real world is not very receptive to 
our good intentions. 


It is possible for a very good person to find himself or herself working for 
the wrong company. An unethical company - and there are a few - can make it 
pretty hard on an ethical employee. Then you either have to change the 
company, or get out, or work out some kind of compromise within yourself and 
just do the best you can. 


This means that a business leader who really cares about business ethics will 
Support the right kind of regulation. [over] 
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--. I have had to confront this reality personally in relation to a major 
transnational corporation during the last five years. During that period I 
have served on the Nestlé Infant Formula Audit Commission which monitors the 
marketing of breast-milk substitutes in the third world by the giant Swiss 
Gir. 


Partly as a result of the Nestlé boycott, the Nestlé company really has 


straightened out its act. It tries to sell its product in such a way as not 
to encourage third world mothers to use the bottle when they should be 
breast-feeding their babies. If business is going to be socially responsible 


it needs a clear set of rules by which all must abide, otherwise, the bad 
apples in the business world get an unfair advantage ... 


There is still a certain amount of sentimentality among Christians when they 
think of such things. Labour unions may be misunderstood and criticized 
because of the conflicts they appear to cause. Indeed, I do not doubt that 
organized labour is sometimes responsible for causing unnecessary social 
conflict. 


But a certain element of conflict is built into the very structure of the 
market system. Market pressures virtually require competitive businesses to 
keep their labour costs as low as possible ... 


I do not predict unanimous agreement among Christians on questions of business 
ethics or economic justice at any time in the near future - or ever, for that 
matter. Vigorous disagreement can be a very healthy thing - if everybody is 
committed to a deeply humane vision of the common good, and if everybody is 
struggling to find the best way to attain it. 


Part of my ideal for the church is that within the church we should be talking 
to one another more and doing more together to translate Christian ethics into 
economic practice. The church is ideally situated to hear from people in all 
walks of life - for they belong to the church - while at the same time helping 
people rise above their own immediate interests for the sake of the common 
good. 


For the church itself belongs to God, who is the source of the greater 
vision. In the final analysis, economic life has to do with God's world and 


God's people. 


In the final analysis, economic life is not just a matter of dog-eat-dog 


competition - not if we take seriously the fact that we are sisters and 
brothers. The really interesting problems of ethics point us in that 
direction. 


I am convinced that the ethical problems confronting us today are 
manifestations of a broader cultural crisis. When people act only out of 
self-interest and when people have a hard time focusing on the public 
interest, it is usally because they have lost sight of deeper visions. 


Economic life does involve exchange - which includes making money from one 
another. But Christian faith cuts deeper than that. In the spirit of the 
one who died that all might live, it reminds us that we finally belong to one 
another, and that to serve one another is a nobler purpose in life than to get 
rich. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Jerusalem Under Two Flags? (Hans King) 


[This item first appeared in the 9 March edition of The Tablet under the 
title, ‘Sharing The Holy City’. It has been abridged for ‘EPS. Kiing is a 
Swiss Catholic theologian. ] 


--- Jerusalem is not just a piece of land; Jerusalem is a religious symbol. 
So some people call for an internationalising of Jerusalem; Tel Aviv could be 
Israel's capital, Ramallah that of the Palestinian state. And perhaps there 
is yet another solution. 


The Palestinians too - with or without Arafat, who once again seems to have 
backed the wrong horse - are at any rate seeking a political identity, are 
claiming self-esteem, and want their own flag. Religious symbols need not 


necessarily be exclusive. 


Why, in a new age, should not peaceful co-existence be possible so that two 
flags can wave over Jerusalem: the Jewish flag with the star of David and the 
Palestinian flag with the crescent? 


This could be the first element of an over-all political and religious 
solution for Jerusalem; why should not the Symbolic Old City become the 
Capital for the state of Israel and the state of Palestine - since a new 
division would be nonsense in economic, political, social and religious terms? 


It could be a capital which for the well-being of all united and did not 
divide. Would that be so unheard-of in history? A city with two flags? 
Do not the standards of Italy and of the Vatican now fly over Rome, which 
Similarly was disputed for so long? 


A second element in the future status of Jerusalem could be provided by a 
differentiation between the capital and the seat of government, which need not 


necessarily go together. There is also discussion in connection with the 
reunification of Germany as to whether Berlin should be both the capital and 
the seat of government. There is no compelling reason for the two to go 


together. ... 


-++ So why could not the 01d City of Jerusalem, which is the symbolic part, be 
the neutral capital for Israel and Palestine? The Israeli centre of 
government would remain in Jewish New Jerusalem and the Palestinian centre of 
government could be formed in Arab New Jerusalem - each centre of government 
on its own territory, not separated from the 01d City. Specific conditions 
could be negotiated. Where there is an ethical will - to make peace - there 
is usually a political way. 


But how, in the centre of Israel, can the question of the old Temple site, the 
Haramesh-Sherif, be incorporated into a peaceful solution? Let me venture a 
constructive suggestion - a third element in an over-all political and 
religious solution for Jerusalem. 


The three Abrahamic religions need a religious symbol, a common holy place - 
as a great sign that they all three worship the one God of Abraham and 
therefore have something fundamental in common which could overcome all 
divisions and all enmity. They need a symbol of peace, founded on common 
faith and embodied in a common holy place. [over] 
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The fact is that there already is a sanctuary for the one God of Abraham. 
This unique holy place on the Old Temple site in Jerusalem is the ‘Dome of the 
Rock' (Arabic Kubbet es Sachra), often called the Omar Mosque - wrongly, since 
it is not in fact a mosque. According to Jewish and Muslim tradition it 
commemorates not only the binding of Abraham's son Isaac but also the creation 
of Adam, and will be the scene of world judgement. 


For the Muslim it goes without saying that this is an eminent place to pray to 
the one God of Abraham - no more than that, since Islam knows neither temple 
nor sacrifice, neither priests nor sacraments. 


Through the prayers of countless Muslims this place, devastated over long 
centuries and desecrated by idolatry, has been newly hallowed. But - could 
Christians and Jews also pray here together with Muslims? 


Could the Dome of the Rock also be a place of prayer for Christians? For 
centuries Christians have tended to avoid the Temple site, but at the time of 
the Crusades they made the Dome of the Rock a Christian church (Templum 
domini), which was entrusted to the Order of the Templars. 


In more recent times Christians in great numbers have regularly visited it, 
and nothing has prevented them from praying to the one God of Abraham if they 
wanted to do so. 


And the Jews? Many Orthodox do not go on to the Temple Mount, for fear that 
they might tread on holy places which had been reserved for the high priests, 
but which can no longer be located. In a peaceful situation anyone who as a 
Jew did not feel prevented by the halakah from going on the Temple Mount could 
Similarly make this Dome of the Rock a place of prayer. Why not? Have not 
Jews prayed for centuries at this place to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? 


Is it then so utterly absurd to believe that after a religious and political 
settlement between Israelis and Palestinians, between Jews and Arabs, Muslims, 
Christians and Jews could pray to the one God of Abraham at this holy place? 
In this way the Dome of the Rock would be a Dome of Reconciliation for the 
three religions which derive from Abraham. 


Is all this an illusion? After the war the cards will be shuffled again. 
And it will be even more difficult to win the peace than to win the war. 


Violent aggressive emotions have been let loose - almost as in the Second 
World War. But a more sober mood will follow on all sides - just as after 
that war. Humanity as a whole, like individuals, seems to learn only from 


experiences which are usually bitter. 


Will we all become mature enough to arrive at a new peaceful order in the 
Middle East after this catastrophic Gulf war, just as a new peaceful order 
arose in Europe after the Second World War? 


The religions and their representatives, who have been so passive hitherto, 
should become active here, and make it easier for the politicians in their 
task of winning the peace. In all churches, synagogues and mosques there 
should be not only prayer for peace but work for peace. ... 


For this we all need a vision; we need imagination, courage and untiring, 
effective commitment. That is what I want to encourage with my 
contribution. [EPS] 
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Please note the following dates for the following WCC meetings: 


17 - 19 September Executive Committee 
20 - 27 September Central Committee 
In EPS 91.07.59, final paragraph please read *,..Beate Stierle, 


Lutheran/Germany, as associate director, Programme on Ecumenical Theological 
Education (PETE-Bossey)'. 


In EPS 91.08.31, please note that the Brazilian churches are against the 
mational plebiscite on the question of the death penalty. The Brazilian 
constitution already prohibits the death penalty. 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2: 

Situation report (#11, 30 August) on Middle East conflict 

Situation report (#15, 27 August) on Mozambique relief 

situation report (#4, 26 August) on Liberia relief 

Situation report (#3, 19 August) on ethnic conflict in Sri Lanka 

Situation report (#1, 21 August) on Mozambican refugees in South Africa 


The following report is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 
Chernobyl, The Intangible Catastrophe Continues. The report details the 
findings of a WCC/CICARWS team visit to Moscow and Bielorussia (23 June - 4 
July, 1990). 


Protecting Working Children is a new book available from ZED Books, 57 
Caledonian Road, London NI 9BU, Tel: 01-837 4014/0384. Price: 49.95 US for 
hardcover and 19.95 US for paperback. 


STAFF DEPARTURES: Three staff colleagues in the News and Information 
Office of the WCC's Communication Department completed their service with 
the WCC last month and at the beginning of this month. Eeva Kemppi who 
worked as Senior Press Officer has returned to Helsinki/Finland to take up 
appointment with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland as a consultant on 


international affairs. Radio producer and press officer Monique McClellan 
has now taken up an appointment as media relations coordinator for the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in 
Geneva/Switzerland. Théo Buss who edited SOEPI and Mensuel in French has 
also left and is now a pastor of the Protestant parish of Meyrin, 
Geneva/Switzerland. As the WCC is undergoing restructuring, the three 
colleagues will not be replaced in the near future. This will definitely 
affect our service to you. At this critical time of transition, your 
understanding will be very highly appreciated. All of us in the department 
wish our three colleagues the best of luck in their new careers. God bless. 


hana ape 


EPS Editor. 
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CARIBBEAN CHURCH, POLITICAL LEADERS URGE ENVIRONMENTALY 'FRIENDLY' POLICIES 


The problems of environmental degradation, underdevelopment, poverty, the debt 
crisis and drug and other substance abuse dominated official addresses during 
the opening ceremonies of the Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC) Fifth 
Assembly in Port of Spain, Trinidad (23-31 August). 


Founded in 1973, the CCC includes churches from the Caribbean islands, the 
Central American countries of Belize, Costa Rica and Panama, and the South 
American countries of Guyana and Suriname. Along with the Middle East 
Council of Churches, it is one of the three regional ecumenical organizations 
with Roman Catholic membership. 


Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister A.N.R. Robinson told over 300 people during 
the opening service held in the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity that the 
Caribbean as part of the ‘global village’ shared with the rest of the world ‘a 
serious concern on a rapidly changing planet’. 


He said the physical environment is ‘fast deteriorating’ and that ‘pollution 
is rampant, moral decadence is rife and social upheavals flare up in almost 
every corner of the globe’. 


In a sermon address later, one of the three presidents of the CCC Richmond I. 
Nelson (Disciples of Christ/Jamaica) said the environment in the Caribbean is 
steadily being destroyed by man and that the ‘Caribbean person is fast 
becoming an endangered species’. 


He said in despoiling the environment ‘because of our avarice, greed and 
pattern of over-consumption - we are destroying human life itself’. 


He cited the mutilation of hillsides in search of precious stones, the 
discharge of raw sewage in harbours, the destruction of mangroves and swamps 
and its effects on marine life and the threat to indigenous peoples in the 
Caribbean as some of the problems confronting the region. "When you add it 
all up, the inescapable conclusion is that by pollution and erosion, 
desploitation and exploitation, our natural habitat is being not only degraded 
but destroyed’, he added. 


He said the region is gradually 'being awakened to the fact that there is a 
connection between economy and ecology: that poverty and pollution in the 
Third World is a by-product of wasteful lifestyles and harmful production 
processes, and an oppressive economic system in which the rich get richer and 
the poor get poorer’. 


He challenged the churches in the region to act collectively and individually 
to resist the threat ‘to our habitat and human life. We need to get angry 
about the conditions of misery, hopelessness and despair in which most of our 
people are living', he said. 


Delivering a World Council of Churches’ message to the assembly, Deputy 
General Secretary Mercy Amba Oduyoye said the CCC assembly was meeting at a 
time when the issue of environmental protection was becoming more and more 


important. 


She said the CCC assembly's theme - Participants in God's Creation - Preserve, 
Renew, Recreate - was similar to the WCC assembly theme in Canberra/Australia, 
{Come Holy Spirit, Renew The Whole Creation] adding that ‘the creation call is 
not the final one - it is a paradigm for all aspects of our life crying out 
for preservation, renewal and recreation’. [EPS] 
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ASSEMBLY URGES PROTECTION OF CARIBBEAN ENVIRONMENT, CONCERN FOR THE POOR 


Faced with threats of environmental and ecological degradation and devastation 
among the 28 countries of the Caribbean region, the Fifth Assembly of the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC) meeting in Port of Spain, Trinidad 
(23-31 August) passed resolutions urging the churches and governments there to 
pay more attention to issues related to the protection and preservation of the 
environment. 


The assembly noted that many countries of the region are faced with practices 
which directly degrade the environment and called for the establishment of an 
environmental protection agency ‘to deal with standards and safety in industry 
and commerce, industrial waste management, deforestation, devastation of 
aquatic life, pollution of water resources, land and coastline erosion and 
illicit mining’. 


The meeting also resolved to urge the churches there to institute educational 
programmes aimed at conscientizing the Caribbean people on matters of 
environmental protection and proposed that from next year, a_ regional 
environmental Sunday be observed in support of the World Environmental Day. 


Noting that many countries in the region have no laws relating to the 
protection of the environment, the assembly resolved to call upon member 
churches to petition their governments to examine, update and formulate 
appropriate laws and regulations that will address environmental and 
ecological problems. 


On the growing gap between the rich and the poor, the assembly resolved to 
urge its member churches to initiate programmes to integrate the 
disenfranchised, including those with AIDS ‘into our communities’. The 
meeting also called for the elimination of the barriers of discrimination 
against those infected with the HIV, the virus that causes the dreaded AIDS 
disease. 


The meeting noted that many people in the Caribbean continue to be 
marginalized under conditions of poverty, powerlessness and despair and 
resolved to urge the churches to re-examine their priorities and call the 
attention of their governments to the effects of the deteriorating economies 
on the lives of ‘our people, especially the young and unemployed’. 


The assembly expressed concern at the continuing United States’ economic 
embargo on Cuba which was imposed on the country 30 years ago. The meeting 
noted that the changes that have taken place in Eastern Europe where most of 
Cuba's economic and other aid originated have had ‘profound economic 
repercussions on the Cuban economy which has resulted in further suffering and 
deprivation on the part of the Cuban people’. 


The meeting resolved to urge member churches to urge their governments to 
support Cuba's bid to have the embargo lifted when it presents its case to the 
United Nations General Assembly. 


In other actions, the assembly elected two new presidents for a five year 
term. They are Kingsley Lewis (Moravian/Antigua) and Bruce Swapp 
(Methodist/Jamaica). Myrtha Leetz-Cyntje (Roman Catholic/Curacao) was 
re-elected for a second term. 


The assembly also bade farewell to two outgoing officials, General Secretary 
Allan Kirton and Associate General Secretary Dale Bisnauth, who are both 
leaving the CCC at the end of the year. [EPS] 
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FACT FINDING TEAM TO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC REPORTS HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 


Following the expulsion and deportations of Haitian nationals resident in the 
Dominican Republic by the government there last month, the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches (CCC) sent an ecumenical fact-finding team (29 July-2 
August) to the Dominican Republic and to Haiti. (See related item EPS 
91.09.24. in this issue). 


The team was mandated by the CCC to visit church leaders, human rights 

organizations and relief groups in both Haiti and the Dominican Republic ‘with 

a view to clarifying the facts surrounding the deportation and repatriation 
exercise undertaken by the government of the Dominican Republic’. 


In its report on its findings, the team says the incident is ‘not a new or 
isolated event, but rather a most unfortunate episode of the see-saw pattern 
in which those relations [between Haiti and Dominican Republic] have developed 
for decades' during which time ‘the two nations have crossed each other's 
paths from the early years of their lives...'. 


Detailing the historical chain of events which has led to the present 
Situation, the report says soon after Haiti's independence from France in 
1804, the other half of the island of Hispaniola, which forms the Dominican 
Republic was also ‘liberated' from Spanish rule by the new government in 
Haiti. Haitian rule over the Dominican Republic lasted 22 years ‘during 
which time the painful frictions between the two cultures and nations began to 
be felt'. 


It was during that time, says the report, that many Haitians left their 
country to work in the sugar and other plantations in the Dominican Republic. 


The team says the current deportations which were announced in a Dominican 
Republic decree of 13 June 1991 specified the expulsion of ‘all minors under 
the age of 16' and ‘all persons above 60 years of age’. 


The team reported that 'most of the deportations are marked by violent action 
on the part of the authorities’ and that most of the victims ‘have the right 
to the Dominican nationality. In such cases, it has been reported that 
authorities often destroy their papers and certificates’. 


The report also says confiscations and destruction of property belonging to 
Haitians were rampant. ‘Many of those who were deported were denied 
permission to return to their dwellings to gather up their belongings’, the 
report added. 


Separation of many families as a result of the deportations was also 
reported. Children were left in the Dominican Republic while their parents 
were forcefully taken to the Haitian border, the team's report said. 


The team called for the discontinuation of the deportations of Haitian 
nationals 'for at least six months in order to allow the Haitian government to 
establish adequate structures to accommodate those deported’. 


The team also recommended that the human rights of those being deported be 
respected and called for the establishment of an independent commission to 
monitor the implementation of the repatriation exercise. 


Another recommendation called for the CCC to help initiate bi-lateral 
negotiations between the governments of Haiti and the Dominican Republic which 
Should ‘cover all aspects of their relations...'. [EPS] 
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ITALY: WALDENSIAN CHURCH SYNOD GIVES NOD TO TALKS ON SHARE OF STATE TAXES 


The Synod of the Methodist and Waldensian churches of Italy has resolved to 
open negotiations with the Italian government on the possibility of receiving 
a share of taxes paid by their members, a proposal it had rejected by one vote 
three years ago. The decision was made at the Synod meeting (25 - 30 August) 
in Torre Pellice/Italy. 


Since 1984, Italians may designate 8 percent of the their income taxi for a 
church of their choice. Originally designed to finance the Roman Catholic 
Church, this right has since been claimed by the Seventh-day Adventists and 
the (Pentecostal) Assemblies of God Church. 


Forty-five of the 180 Synod members spoke during the heated, day-long debate 
on the motion to initiate negotiations. Tax revenues received from the 
government can only be used for social and humanitarian causes in Italy and in 
the develiping countries. Five of the seven members of the church's 
executive body, including moderator Franco Giamiccoli, spoke against the 
motion. Pastors' salaries and other church expenses can not be covered by 
these funds. 


Willingness to cooperate with the state represents a change of direction for 
the Waldensian church, who suffered years of persecution and exile before 
being granted religious freedom in 1848. Today there are about 30 000 
Waldensians in Italy, as well as 6 000 Methodists, with whom they are united 
at the national level, though local congregations retain their separate 
identity. 


In other actions, the Synod declared that ‘the fifth centenary of the first 
voyage of Christopher Columbus to the Americas is a cause for reflection, not 
celebration’. 


The delegates noted that ‘even today the under-development and poverty of the 
indigenous peoples are a direct result of policies imposed by Western nations 
500 years ago which include exploitation, deprivation of their land and 
disregard for their culture’. 


In a resolution on the Ecumenical Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women 
launched three years ago by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, the 
Synod invited church authorities to take affirmative action with regard to 
women in elections and nominations for commissions and delegations. 


Plans were also announced for a new weekly newspaper to be jointly poblished 
by the Baptist, Methodist and Waldensian churches of Italy. Each church will 
give up its individual periodical. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.05 
WCC ECUMENICAL SEMINAR FOR EASTERN THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS HELD 
A seminar for theological students from Eastern European countries of 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Yugoslavia and 
the Soviet Union was held (12-21 August) at the Ecumenical Institute Bossey 


near Geneva. The seminar was organized by two sub-units of the World Council 
of Churches - the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism and the Programme 
for Ecumencial Theological Education. Meeting under the theme ‘Christian 


witness in a situation of radical change', the seminar presented the first 
opportunity for most of the participants to meet Christians from other 
countries and other confessions. Participants also visited congregations of 
the Swiss Reformed Church. [EPS] 
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STUDENT CHRISTIAN BODY MEETS, DISCUSES PRIORITIES 


The Executive Committee of the Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation 
(WSCF) met in Bangkok/Thailand (15-26 July) to discuss among other topics, the 
body's programme for the next four years. 


In their report to the meeting, WSCF Co-Secretaries Clarissa Balan-Sycip and 
Jean-Francois Delteil noted that the executive committee was meeting one year 
after the WSCF 30th General Assembly held in Chantilly/France and at a time 
when the world was just recovering from the aftermath of the (Persian) Gulf 
war. 


They further noted that the ‘new international context' calls for the WSCF to 
Strengthen its constitueuncy and to ‘develop an ecumenical awareness and a 
commitment to the liberating Gospel among students and the academic community’. 


The meeting called for a review of leadership training programmes and methods 
and the establishment of a yearly inter-regional training programme for 
student Christian movements world-wide. 


On the WSCF centenary celebrations scheduled for 1995, the meeting noted that 
the date presented ‘a very significant and symbolic moment for the life of the 
Federation’. 


In another action, the executive committee appointed Passmore Matupire of 
Zimbabwe as the new honorary treasurer of the WSCF to replace Haakon Hansen of 
Norway. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.07 
CHURCH OF SWEDEN PLEDGES ASSISTANCE TO CHURCHES IN ESTONIA, LATVIA, LITHUANIA 


The Church of Sweden Synod has pledged to extend assistance to the churches in 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania following the declaration of independence by the 
three Baltic republics late last month. 


In a statement to the churches in the three countries dated 28 August, the 
Synod said the Church of Sweden was pleased that '...Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania have proclaimed their national independence’. 


‘We rejoice in the fact that Sweden has recognized your sovereignty and 
established diplomatic relations with your countries', the statement said. 


The statement added: ‘The Church of Sweden is prepared to give you 
theological, economic, administrative and personnel assistance in your work 
for the renewal of the Lutheran churches, as well as for the consolidation of 
the churches and the diaconal service in Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania’. The 
statement was signed by Archbishop Bertil Werkstrom and Goran Astrand, 
president of the Synod. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.08 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES ‘SHARES JOY' WITH CHURCHES IN THE BALTICS 

In a letter to the World Council of Churches member churches in the Baltic 
States dated 9 September, the ecumenical body expressed '‘'joy' at the 
‘affirmation’ of independence for the Baltics and their recognition by the 
international community. Signed by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, the 
letter cautioned that ‘the way ahead will certainly not be easy’, but wished 
the people of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, ‘God's grace' and ‘the necessary 
strength and wisdom to inspire your people’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.09 
US GREEK ORTHDOX BREAK OFF ECUMENICAL TALKS, PROTEST LESBIAN ORDINATION 


The Greek Orthodox archdiocese of North and South America has suspended 
ecumenical dialogue with the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church and with the 
(US) National Council of Churches, according to a report in the UK-based 
Church of England Newspaper of 6 September. 


The report said the 1.6 million-member archdiocese, which comprises. the 
biggest Orthodox grouping in North America, said it was taking action against 
the Episcopal Church in the aftermath of ordination of Elizabeth Carl, a 
practising lesbian in Washington and the published claims by Jack Spong, 
bishop of Newark, that St Paul may have been a homosexual. Spong's claims 


are contained in his book, Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism. 


‘If these are the feelings of the Anglican Church, then there is nothing to 
talk about in essence', said Milton Efthimiou, the archdiocese's ecumenical 
officer. 


The report added that the decision by the Orthodox was not a sudden 
development. ‘I think it is something that has been going on for years. 
The Orthodox see the liberal leanings of our sister denominations and it has 
come to the point where this has to be addressed', the Church of England 
Newspaper said, quoting Efthimiou. 


The archdiocese first announced (13 June) in a letter to the NCC that it was 
pulling out of the ecumenical body '...until further notice’ (EPS 91.07.03). 


Last month, an official of the church said the final decision regarding the 
Greek Orthodox membership in the ecumenical body would be made during a 
meeting of the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
sometime next month (EPS 91.08.09). 


Reacting to the latest announcemnt of the archdiocese, the NCC expressed 
‘surprise, shock and disappointment' at the decision to cut off official talks. 


‘We want and need the full participation of the Orthodox Churches in our 
life’, said NCC General Secretary Joan Campbell. ‘To lose their involvement 
would be to diminish us and cause us to lose an important prespective on the 
faith', she added. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.10 
ARCIC II MEETS, DISCUSSES *MORALS AND ECCLESIAL COMMUNION’ 


A draft statement on ‘Morals and ecclesial communion’ was the main topic of 
discussion during’ the annual plenary meeting of the reconstituted 
Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC II) in Paris/France 
(27 August-5 September). 


Over the next few years the commission which is chaired by Mark Santer, 
Anglican bishop of Birmingham and Cormac Murphy-O'Connor, Roman Catholic 
bishop of Arundel and Brighton, will return to the question of authority and 
related issues such as scripture and tradition, as well as apostolic 
succession. 


A response of the Roman Catholic Church to ARCIC I on ‘The Church as 
Communion' is expected to be published later this year. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.11 

EUROPEAN PROTESTANT LEADERS AGREE ON 1992 CONGRESS 

Church leaders from 15 European countries meeting in Basel/Switzerland (23-27 
August) agreed to convene a European Protestant congress in Budapest/Hungary 
in 1992. The meeting will seek to develop common perspectives following 
recent changes in Eastern Europe. Representatives of minority Protestant 
churches in Eastern Europe said during the Basel meeting that such a congress 
is urgent in view of constitutional changes in their countries and the status 
of minorities there. A declaration from the Basel meeting suggested that 
the Protestant voice in Europe is barely heard and that, especially in Eastern 
Europe, the Roman Catholic Church gives the impression of speaking for all 
Christians. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.12 

PLANS FOR ROUND TABLE ON YUGOSLAVIA GATHER MOMENTUM 

Plans for a round table meeting to include all Yugoslav Christian churches, 
Muslims and Jewish representatives (EPS 91.08.05) gathered momentum following 
a visit to Yugoslavia (3 September) by Jean Fischer, general secretary of the 
Conference of European Churches and Ivo Furer, general secretary of the 
Council of European Bishops' Conferences of the Roman Catholic Church. The 
visit marks the second stage in the European Churches' efforts to call for a 
round table of all religions in Yugoslavia to help formulate a peaceful 
solution to the conflict there. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.13 

CYPRUS: CHRISTIAN DOCUMENTALISTS MEET, AGREE TO SHARE INFORMATION 

A seminar of Christian documentalists from Egypt, Lebanon, Jerusalem and 
Jordan was held in Limassol/Cyprus under the auspices of the Middle East 
Council of Churches (28-31 August). Meeting under the theme ‘Documentation 
for Effective Information Sharing', the 30 participants agreed that the 
churches in the region possessed huge amounts of information which they agreed 
to share to increase their effectiveness. The participants also agreed to 
exchange information with other centres in the region including Muslin, 
secular, and academic networks. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.14 
CHURCH AGENCIES FORM CONSORTIUM TO IMPROVE AID TO SUDAN 
Church agencies involved in providing relief assistance to southern Sudan have 
formed a consortium to improve the effectiveness of their combined aid 
programmes to the area, according to a 20 August press release from the Sudan 


Emergency Operations Consortium (SEOC). The member agencies of SEOC are 
Caritas Internationalis, the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World 
Federation. According to the release, one of the immediate tasks’ the 


consortium will undertake is to mobilize resources needed ‘to sustain the 
relief effort to people in the besieged towns of southern Sudan as well as 
rural areas frequently inaccessible due to poor infrastructure’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.15 

CHURCH LEADER URGES STOP TO ALL MILITARY AID TO EL SALVADOR 

Salvadoran Lutheran Bishop Medardo Gomez has called on the churches of the 
world, especially those in the United States, to ‘join in a campaign of prayer 
and fasting' aimed at convincing the US Congress not to approve military aid 
to El Salvador, according to a report from Latinamerica Press. Gomez, a 
leader of the National Debate for Peace, said Salvadoran church leaders were 
asking their counterparts in other countries ‘to say no to the military aid 
--- because it contradicts and damages the peace process that we are pushing 
forward in El Salvador'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.16 
SWEDISH CHURCH LEADER SAYS SANCTIONS ON IRAQ WERE NOT GIVEN ENOUGH TIME 
Church of Sweden Archbishop Bertil Werkstrom has said the world will never 
know whether the (Persian) Gulf crisis could have been settled without use of 


arms. Openning the Church of Sweden general Synod (20 August), Werkstrom 
said ‘the sanctions decided on by the United Nations never had the time to 
work. What we do know is that the sanctions against first Rhodesia and then 
South Africa have worked. Rhodesia became Zimbabwe, South West Africa became 


Namibia, and now the South African white government has seen that the policy 
of apartheid is doomed to die...'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.17 

ESTONIAN LUTHERAN CHURCH LEADER WELCOMES DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

A leader of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church (EELC) has welcomed the 
declaration of independence in Estonia. In a statement issued 21 August, E. 
Soone, president of the church's Tallin-based consistory said his church 
welcomed the declaration and wished self-determination ‘to all our neighbours, 
especially to the people of Lithuania, Latvia and Russia’, whose wish ‘is also 
independence’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.18 


INDIA: FIRST LUTHERAN WOMEN MINISTERS ORDAINED 
The United Evangelical Lutheran Church in India (UELCI) ordained its first 
women ministers (8 September) at Gurukul. Prasanna Samuel and Parimol Kisku 


have become the first women to be ordained by the UELCI. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.19 

TUTU CALLS FOR PRAYERS FOR PEACE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

Southern African Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu has urged members of the 
Anglican communion to intercede for a peace meeting for South Africa's 
political leaders scheduled for 14 September in Johannesburg. The meeting 
will be marked by the signing of a peace accord designed to end the violence 
which has engulfed black townships. Tutu said such prayers should ask ‘for 
reconciliation between political groups and move toward a truly negotiated 
constitution'. [EPS] , 


EPS 91.09.20 
KOREA: YMCA WORLD ASSEMBLY HELD 
The national council of the Korean Young Men's Christian Association was host 
to the World YMCA Assembly in Seoul (23-30 August). More than 1000 members 
from 100 countries attended the assembly. The YMCA operates in 104 countries 
world wide. The assembly is held every six years. Among those who attended 
the assembly were delegates from China, Poland and the Soviet Union. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.21 

UK: CHURCH LEADER SAYS EUROPE HAS UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR REBIRTH, RENEWAL 
Europe has before it a unique opportunity for rebirth and renewal and at the 
same time, the possibility of acute disorder and immense danger, according to 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Basil Cardinal Hume of Westminster. Hume told over 
100 participants in a conference on ‘Christian Hope in Europe's Future’ held 
in Leeds (1 September) that the movement toward greater unity, prosperity and 
secure peace now seemed irreversible but the inner crisis remained. ‘The 
plural society slides easily into confusion and incoherence. There is no 
agreement on the fundamental values which should underpin our society', he 
said. He added that Europe is now a continent in search of identity, meaning 
and purpose. ‘The people of Europe may well seek in religion and 
nationalism, the answer to their deeper needs...'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.22 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Statement On Yugoslavia 


(This is the text of a statement on Yugoslavia by General Secretaries Emilio 
Castro (World Council of Churches), Gunnar Stalsett (Lutheran World 
Federation), Milan Opocensky (World Alliance of Reformed Churches) and Jean 
Fischer (Conference of European Churches) issued 30 August in 
Geneva/Switzerland. J 


With burning concern and deep sorrow we are witnessing the fighting in 


Yugoslavia that day by day becomes more savage and more bloody. The violence 
on all sides escalates to all-out war in the whole country, which affects 
mainly the peaceful civilian population on all sides. It is obvious that the 


country's governments are increasingly losing control over the conflict. 


This tragedy does not only threaten large parts of the Croatian and the 
Serbian population but, moreover, the members of other national minorities in 
the battle areas. 


The conflict in Yugoslavia is certainly not just an internal affair of that 


country. The delicate balance of powers in the Balkans is acutely 
threatened. The peaceful development towards a common democratic Europe is 
markedly disturbed. Yugoslavia has become the test of whether or not our 


Common House of Europe is possible. 


Before it is definitely too late, we call upon all governments concerned and 
all military and paramilitary forces in Yugoslavia in the interest of all to 
Strictly keep to the truce!. The only way towards a necesssary mutual 
compromise is negotiation at a peace conference which should be convened as 
soon as possible with the help of international organizations and without 
conditions. 


Now that the government of Croatia has officially accepted the European 
Community's peace plan and the observance of the truce, we also call upon the 
government of Serbia and the Yugoslav Federal Government officially to accept 
the truce and international mediation. 


Once the truce has been accepted by all sides, the Yugoslav Federal 
Government, the government of Serbia and the government of Croatia should use 
their whole authority and their whole strength to implement the truce in all 
military and paramilitary forces. 


In agreement with the appeals of the Serbian and Croatian church leaders, we 
underline that ‘peace, non-violence and tolerance’ are the ‘minimum of a 
Christian, democratic and humane behaviour’ to which the majority of the 
people in Yugloslavia are bound. Only peace, non-violence and tolerance can 
make possible a durable solution of the conflicts in Yugoslavia and Europe. 

It is only in peace, non-violence and tolerance that the nations, the 
Christian confessions and the religions in Yugoslavia and Europe can live 


together. 


We appeal just as urgently to the European governments, to the Conference for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), to the European Community, the 
Council of Europe and especially to the United Nations to more persistently 
continue their political and diplomatic efforts in order to reach a peaceful 
solution in cooperation with all governments and forces. Our ecumenical 
organizations and their member churches offer any possible support through 
dialogue between the churches and religions to serve peace in justice. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.23 
ECUTEXT: State of Brazilian Economy, Church Leaders Speak Out 


[This is the text of a statement issued by eight Protestant and Catholic 
church leaders in Brazil (15 August) on the economic situation in the 
country. ] 


Concerned about the despair that is taking hold of the Brazilian people, we - 
national leaders of Christian churches meeting in Salvador, Bahia - reaffirm 
our ecumenical commitment and call on society to undertake a reconquest of 
history through which to dare to dream of a more just and more humane world. 


We are alarmed by the effects of the recessive economic policies imposed by 
governments elected on the basis of promised improvements in the living 


conditions of the impoverished. We observe the erosion of incomes, 
aggravated by successive economic plans that fail to attain their 
objectives. These plans have raised the level of unemployment and have taken 
national production to unprecedented indices of decline. In this country, 


lacking the most basic conditions for a decent existence for the majority of 
its inhabitants, hunger is leaving its mark on families ever more 
disintegrated and desperate. As a visible sign of neglect, a growing number 
of children have the streets as their living space. 


Institutions and laws are increasingly discredited, which contributes to the 
impunity of those committing all kinds of offence, creating a climate of 
‘anything goes' in the pursuit of greater gain. Endemic corruption is a 
trade-mark that stains the self-respect of the nation and devalues its image 
abroad. 


We watch, dumfounded, life being trifled with as if it were disposable 
merchandise. The number of lynchings grows, as do the statistics of children 
impoverished and murdered by free-lance executioners. Stories of kidnapping 
are common. Institutional violence is answered by other violent actions that 
could lead to a generalised collapse of order. From black people comes the 
call for dignity and against discrimination. From the countryside there echo 
denunciations of conflicts and of the deaths of popular leaders and of 
peasants engaged in the struggle for survival and for a patch of ground. 
From the indigenous peoples comes the cry for the demarcation of their 
territories and for respect for their cultures and traditions. Only land 
reform with the provision of technical assistance and credit, and an 
agricultural policy that gives due value to work on the land, can stop the 
swelling of the cities and bring peace to both rural and urban areas. 


The country is going through a most grave moral crisis and we want 
wholeheartedly to commit ourselves to overcoming it. Inspite of the dark 
context in which we are living, there are sectors of society that insist on 
keeping hope alive, organising themselves and mobilising the population to 
persist in the struggle for a more just world. The Church associates itself. 
with these sectors to ensure more strength for the fight. 


Real democracy cannot be attained without a mature conscience among the 
citizens and a civil society that is organised and is involved in national 
issues. We nurse this dream, dormant in society, with the task given us in 
the scriptures, of evangelising the poor, proclaiming freedom for captives, 
liberating the oppressed. From the Lord we receive the promise of a new 
heaven and a new earth whose construction starts here with the practice of 
justice and mercy. Towards this construction we commit ourselves’ to 
motivating our churches and other sectors of society to engender new 
initiatives that promote the overcoming of those wrongs, restore hope to the 
people, and firmly reject the death penalty. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.24 
ECUTEXT: Ecumenical Letter To Dominican Republic President 


(This is the text of a letter sent to President Joaquin Balaguer (27 August) 
of the Dominican Republic following the expulsion of Haitian nationals from 
the Dominican Republic. It was signed by World Council of Churches' General 
Secretary Emilio Castro and Caribbean Conference of Churches' General 
Secretary Allan Kirton. See related item in this issue, EPS 91.09.03.] 


We of the World Council of Churches and the Caribeean Conference of Churches 
are writing to you in connection with a situation which is of continuing 
concern to many of our member churches in the Caribbean region and in the 
world. 


These churches have told us of their concern for the consequences of Decree 
233-91 of 13 June, which deals with the repartriation of Haitians of less than 
Sixteen and more than sixty years of age who are in the country without 
permits. 


With the greatest respect for the sovereignty of the people and government of 
the Dominican Republic we wish to express our Christian and humanitarian 
concern in regard to the proven situations of injustice and human distress 
resulting from the application of the above-mentioned decree. 


We have had information which indicates that in the implementation of the 
decree serious irregularities have been noted which are contrary to the laws 
and constittution of the country and also to the regulations drawn up 
internationally to protect basic human rights. 


The abrupt way in which the decree has been implemented, without any obvious 
preparation or negotiation with the government of the neighbouring country, 
has created in both countries a serious situation in humanitarian terms. 


We believe that in addition to causing grave human problems this may affect 
civil security in your country as well as in Haiti. 


Taking these concerns into account we feel prompted to ask your Excellency to 
Suspend the repartriation provisionally until there is appropriate 
consultation with the Haitian government, so that the national and 
international laws governing such cases may be fully applied and the 
government of haiti may prepare an adequate resettlement programme. 


Our institutions and member churches are prepared to enter into dialogue with 
officials of your government and to support specific measures which may bring 
about an approriate solution that respects the needs and the spirit of both 
peoples in the island of Hispaniola. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.25 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES EXECUTIVE, CENTRAL COMMITTEES TO MEET 


The new World Council of Churches’ Central Ccmmittee which was elected at the 
WCC Seventh Assembly in Canberra/Australia named the following dates for 
meetings of the Executive Committee and the Central Committee. From 17-19 
September, the Executive Committee will meet in Geneva/Switzerland followed by 
the Central Committee from 20-27 September. We hope to produce a special EPS 
editions to cover both meetings. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.26 
ECUTEXT: WCC Letter To Churches In The USSR 


[This is the text of a letter sent by the World Council of Churches (6 
September) to the Russian Orthodox Church, the Evangelical Christian Baptist 
Union, the Armenian Apostolic Church, the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, the Georgian Orthodox Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Latvia. It was signed by WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. ] 


We have been in profound solidarity with you during the tragic and glorious 


events that have taken place in your country over the past weeks. Already in 
1989, the Central Committee meeting in Moscow welcomed the process of 
perestroika and glasnost in the Soviet Union. We were all excited to be 


direct witnesses to the radical changes that were taking place and to the new 
possibilities for missionary and prophetic service that were opened for the 
churches in your society. 


It was then with dismay and shock that we received the first news of the 
attempted coup to reverse the course of history. In the statement we made 
following that event, we affirmed that the search for justice and peace should 
be based not upon terror and oppression, but upon the rule of law, respect for 
the freedom of conscience and acknowledgment of the dignity of each and every 
human creature. We also affirmed that the only way forward was to protect 
and advance the fundamental human values, the respect for democratic 
processes, including the right of people to self-determination. 


We thank God for the non-violent and firm resistance of your people and for 
the new commitment to the recently acquired freedom. We uphold in our 
prayers the families and friends of those who paid with the sacrifice of their 
life the freedom you enjoy. May God Almighty grant them eternal bliss. 


These are days of change, risk and promise for you and your respective 


communities. We are sure of your faithful participation, supporting people 
in their needs, both spiritual and material, in their search for new meaning 
and in the dreaming of a different future. Your republics go now in 


different ways toward national independence. We see that the leadership of 
your country has recognized this fact as a new positive development and wants 
to build the future starting from that awareness. 


The way in which different independent nations will relate to each other will 
be different in each case, but let us pray that there will be full respect for 
the free determination of people and that all will be enriched by a blossoming 


of cultural and spiritual possibilities in every nation. There are dangers, 
of course, on this road -- temptation to chauvinism or reciprocal mistrust, 
the affirmation of one identity by negating the rights of others -- but there 


is also for some republics the possibility of creating a commonwealth of 
nations that share in freedom and in solidarity and, for all, to grow in 
relations of good neighbourhood and reciprocal support. 


The World Council of Churches stands with you and shares your hopes, ready to 
assist in fraternal communion. We believe that the ecumenical experience 
will serve as an inspiration to your people. We have learned to respect our 
identities, to serve each other in times of need and to work together for 
justice and peace. Let us hope that this ecumenical experience will be a 
substantial element of your contribution to the shaping of the future of your 
nation. This is the moment to announce and to live out the gospel of 
forgiveness and reconciliation. The ecumenical family, gathered in the World 
Council of Churches, looks to you with gratitude to God for your ministry in 
these days and with expectation of the full manifestation of the gifts that 
God has granted to your churches. Let us remember that ‘the whole of creation 
awaits the manifestation of the children of God' (Rom. 8:19). [EPS] 
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The following situation report is available from the WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2: 


Situation report (#1, 4 September) on earthquake and floods in Costa Rica. 


The WCC's Ecumenical Institute Bossey has released its 1992 programme of 
seminars, graduate school and other activities. For further information and 
detailed circulars on the various meetings, possibilities of financial 
assistance, etc. please write to: The Ecumenical Institute, Chateau de Bossey 
(Vaud), CH-1298 Céligny, Switzerland. Tel: (022) 776 2531, Fax: (022) 776 
0169. 


The following new books are available from WCC/Publications, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2: 


Nuclear Energy and Ethics edited by Kristin Shrader-Frechette, Price: Sfrs 
27.50, US$ 17.90, and UK Pounds 10.90. 


Justice and the Intifada edited by Ghassan Rubeiz, David Neuhaus and Kathy 
Bergen. Price: Sfrs 19.95, US$ 12.95, and UK Pounds 4.95. 


The WCC Seventh Assembly Report ‘Signs of the Spirit'edited by Michael 
Kinammon. Price: Sfrs 35.--, US$ 23.50, and UK Pounds 13.95. 


‘Confessing the One Faith', a Faith and Order paper. Price: Sfrs 16.90, 
US$10.90, and UK Pounds 6.95. 
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EPS 91.09.27 
WCC'S EASTERN, ORIENTAL ORTHODOX MEMBER CHURCHES DISCUSS ECUMENISM 


Representatives of the World Council of Churches’ Eastern and Oriental 
Orthodox member churches met at the Orthodox Centre in Chambésy, outside 
Geneva, (12-16 September) for an in-depth discussion of Orthodox involvement 
in the ecumenical movement and in the World Council of Churches. 


The consultation was convened by _ the (Eastern Orthodox) Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople to follow up and extend the published 
"reflections' issued by Orthodox participants in the WCC's Seventh Assembly in 
Canberra/Australia in February (EPS 91.03.49). 


That document concluded by asking: 'Has the time come for Orthodox churches 
and other member churches to review their relations with the World Council of 
Churches?' - a question construed in some querters as a veiled threat to pull 
out of the global ecumenical body, though this was vigorously denied by many 
Orthodox present in Canberra. 


A final report from the Chambésy meeting was presented to WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro on 17 September; it will also be shared with the WCC 
Central Committee, whose meeting begins in Geneva on 20 September. The 
Six-page text sets forth presuppositions of Orthodox ecumenical involvement, 
details current problems Orthodox churches perceive in the WCC and offers 
Suggestions for improving Orthodox ecumenical participation. 


Castro himself addressed the consultation. Other speakers introducing the 
discussion, which was chaired by Metropolitan Bartholomeos of Chalcedon, were 
Aram Keshishian, Armenian (Oriental Orthodox) archbishop of Lebanon and 
moderator of the WCC Central Committee, and two Eastern Orthodox theologians 
who had taken an active role in the discussions in Canberra: Stanley Harakas 
from the US and Nicholas Lossky from France. Orthodox staff members of the 
WCC provided participants with a set of 25 papers providing background on 
Orthodox-WCC relations. 


The consultation also provided an opportunity for Orthodox representatives 
from Russia, Georgia, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Poland to share up-to-date 
information about the life and witness of their churches in the light of 
changes in Eastern and Central Europe. 


The consultation document gives particular prominence to three texts which set 
the framework for Orthodox ecumenical involvement: the Basis of the WCC; the 
1950 'Toronto Statement' by the WCC Central Committee (which it says provides 
a 'safeguard' of the "sovereignty' of the ecclesiological teachings of each 
member church) and the recommendations on ecumenism by the Third Preconciliar 
Pan-Orthodox Conference of 1986. 


The document begins by underlining the Orthodox conviction that working to 


restore full ecclesial unity among Christians - that is, unity in doctrinal 
teaching, sacramental life and polity - is ‘the primary purpose of the WCC' 
and the ‘ultimate justification’ of their participation in it. Cooperative 


ecumenical efforts for justice and peace, common witness and growth of 
community are recognized as ‘important in thenselves and as means for divided 
Christians to move toward ultimate doctrinal and Sacramental union’. 


Since the Basis of tthe WCC, according to the document, provides the 
‘theological underpinning of ecumenical reflection' and WCC statements, it 
should 'be kept at the centre of WCC thinking and activities’. Moreover, the 
Orthodox understand the WCC as ‘a council of churches ... not of individuals, 
groups, movements or religious bodies’. What happens in the WCC should be 
"encounter, cooperation and dialogue of churches. The WCC cannot become a 
forum for the exchange of individual ideas’. [over] 


orthodox consultation/2 


Noting that WCC rules specify that ‘doctrinal issues' cannot be put to a 
majority vote, the document says the Orthodox consider such issues as the 
ordination of women, eucharistic hospitality and ‘inclusive language with 
reference to God' as doctrinal. 


It adds that new ways must be found to ensure Orthodox input into WCC 
statements and notes ‘uneasiness' over the increase of non-Orthodox churches 
in WCC membership, which is ‘rendering the Orthodox witness more difficult’. 


Citing the statement by the 1986 pan-Orthodox conference, the document 
describes ecumenical participation as ‘the consistent expression of the 
apostolic faith within new historical conditions' and says that ‘the WCC ina 
unique way has become part of the life and experience of our churches’. 


Four specific ‘problems for the Orthodox' are identified: the involvement of 
the WCC with other religions, the relationship of the churches to the world, 
WCC action in society and the meaning of eucharistic communion. 


Recognizing the need for dialogue and peaceful inter-religious relations and 
pointing to the ‘long and living' Orthodox experience with people of other 
faiths, the document warns against ‘'syncretistic accommodation’ and insists 
that interfaith dialogue ‘cannot mean that Christian churches acting through 
WCC agencies should be compromised in their central Christian commitments'. 


While voicing gratitude for opportunities to explore the church-world 
relationship through the WCC's emphasis on ‘Justice, Peace and the Integrity 
of Creation', the document expresses concern about some treatments of the 
theme of the Seventh Assembly (‘Come, Holy Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation’ ) 
in Canberra. 


It says claims of the Holy Spirit's leading of the churches to new 
understandings should not be presented in a way that invalidates or 
contradicts ‘the guidance of the Holy Spirit given to the church in the past 


as embodied in the church's tradition'. Moreover, it says, there have been 
cases in which 'the Orthodox have had to react against a tendency within the 
WCC towards a one-sided "horizontalism"' in its social involvements, divorced 


from the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Eucharistic communion, the document says, ‘is the supreme expression of the 
unity of the church and not a means towards Christian unity ... To share in 
the common cup while still maintaining fundamental differences in faith, order 
and ministry does not make sense to the Orthodox ... Thus, in our presently 
still divided condition, the Orthodox may not in conscience extend or respond 
to invitations involving "eucharistic hospitality".' 


In reflecting on ‘improved Orthodox participation in the ecumenical movement', 
the document urges Orthodox churches to recover ‘a purified, well-informed 
responsible Orthodoxy ... In carrying out this work, they need the help of. 
all, in particular of their partners in the WCC.' 


Orthodox churches should, it is suggested, become more involved ecumenically 
at local and regional levels, better prepare their clergy and laity in 
ecumenical issues, take initiatives of their own in many areas of modern life 
instead of simply responding to others, and develop a more ‘witnessing, 
missionary mentality’. 


In connection with this last point, the document calls on ecumenical partners 
to denounce ‘with utmost vigour' the unfair practices of some of their own 
‘missionaries', especially among Orthodox churches who have been weakened by 
persecution and are thus ‘a prey to various forms of proselytism'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.28 
SOUTH AFRICA ROUNDUP 


South Africa is still a country under the ‘firm rule of the white minority', 
according to South African Council of Churches (SACC) General Secretary Frank 
Chikane. Chikane drew the conclusions in an eight-page document highlighting 
the current situation. in his country which was circulated (5 September) to 
SACC ecumenical partners and to the United Nations. 


He said that the current violence in South Africa was the major obstacle to a 
negotiated settlement and that it has created ‘serious doubts about the 
capacity of both the government and the African National Congress to enforce 
the results of a negotiated settlement’. 


In another development, the SACC has. said ‘forces bent on violence and 
destruction' in South Africa were responsible for the killing of 24 Inkatha 
Supporters in the black township of Thokoza (8 September). 


The SACC statement appealed to the police and the South African government '‘'to 
ensure that those involved are apprehended as soon as possible so as to end 
speculation as to who the real culprits are'. 


Reacting to the killings, the South African Roman Catholic Bishop's Conference 
‘Said in a statement (9 September) that the attackers ‘wanted to sow seeds of 
distrust among our political leaders' adding that ‘this should not be allowed 
to succeed’. 


In a related development, the general secretaries of three Geneva-based church 
Organizations - Emilio Castro of the WCC, Milan Opocensky of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and Gunnar Staalsett of the Lutheran World 
Federation - have said that a 14 September national peace initiative agreement 
has ‘far-reaching implications for a just and peaceful South Africa’. A 
joint letter from the ecumenical leaders commended the government, African 
National Congress, Inkatha and numerous smaller anti-apartheid groups who took 
part in the negotiations. 


The signers agreed to end the use of violence and inflammatory language 
against opponents and to adhere to a new code of conduct for political 
parties. Special courts will be set up to deal with political violence. 
The ecumenical letter acknowledged ‘that there are forces at work which seek 
to undermine your efforts and move you from the course toward a democratic, 
non-racial South Africa. ...' 


The planned union between two South African Reformed churches has_ been 
postponed, according to a report from the Reformed Ecumenical Council in Grand 
Rapids/Michigan, USA. 


The predominantly black Dutch Reformed Church in Africa (DRCA) and the 
‘coloured' Dutch Reformed Mission Church (DRMC) decided in October 1990 to 
unite. They named July as the time for the unification to take place since 
the interim period was considered necessary for ‘consultation processes' 
within the DRCA. However, an objection to union came from the DRMC. 


The four person DRMC synodical board is apperently divided about whether the 
DRCA is legally able to unite. Some feel that legal challenges to the union 
could arise because of procedural questions within the DRCA. 


The. DRMC was admitted to full membership of the World Council of Churches’ at 
the Seventh Assembly in Canberra/Australia in February. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.29 
ASSEMBLY URGES PACIFIC CHURCHES TO PAY ATTENTION TO CONCERNS OF THE REGION 


A nine-day Pacific Conference of Churches' (PCC) Assembly meeting under the © 
theme ‘Born to a Living Hope, Proclaiming a Living Hope' ended (4 September in 
Port Vila/Vanuatu) with a call by the PCC's Justice, Peace and Development 
Committee (JPDC) to the churches there to pay more attention to the issues of 
education and communication, self-determination and independence in some of 
the region's countries, economic dependency, social justice, militarism, the 
environment and church-state relations. 


Presenting the JPDC report to the assembly, new PCC chairman Bishop Patelisio 
Finau said the ecumenical body's vision and relevance in both theological and 
secular education should be expressed in teaching skills and in creating 
strong communication links to networks and other persons involved in the 
issues of concern to the PCC. ; 


The report ncted that the issue of land rights for Australian Aboriginals and 
Maoris of New Zealand and native Hawaiians, and the situations in Papua New 
Guinea, Bougainville, East Timor and Kanaky (New Caledonia) needed special 
attention from the ecumenical body. 


On social justice, the document expressed concern that society and the family 
structure in the Pacific are being transformed due to contacts with foreign 
values, lifestyles and cultures. This, the report said, is the cause of 
social problems affecting the region such as family breakdowns, corruption, 
exploitation ‘and racism. 


The document said militarism in the Pacific was evident in the presence of an 
oppressive military such as in the west of Papua New Guinea, East Timor and 
other countries of the region, and the continued testing of nuclear weapons 
there. It described militarism as another form of colonialism because it 
promoted foreign military interests over Pacific ones. 


The report called for proper and responsible management of the environment and 
expressed concern at the threats to the environment posed by nuclear testing, 
pollution and other agents. 


Earlier, the assembly approved four applications for membership to the PCC. 
The [Anglican] Church in Melanesia (Solomon Islands), The Federated Dioceses 
of the Roman Catholic Church in the Solomon Islands, Fiji Council of Churches 
and the Council of Micronesian Churches were admitted to full membership of 
the Council. Applications for membership from the the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Papua New Guinea and the Papua New Guinea [Roman] Catholic Bishops' 
Conference were approved ‘subject to certain conditions' being met by the two 
bodies. 


The assembly also heard a presentation on the situation in Bougainville by 
John Zale, a United Church bishop and vice chairman of the Bougainville 
interim government. Zale called on the assembly ‘to hear the cry, agony, the 


suffering and the struggle of the people of Bougainville for their rights of 
freedom’. 


He said Bougainville is a tragic example of an indigenous people being denied 
the fundamental right to self-determination, resulting in gross human rights 
violations. 


In other action, the assembly elected Patelisio Finau, (Roman Catholic/Tonga) 
as chairman, replacing Leslie Boseto (United/Solomon Islands), one of the 
eight presidents of the WCC. Dick Avi (United/Papua New Guinea) was elected 
general secretary, and John Powell (Methodist/Fiji) finance secretary. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.30 
ARGENTINA: EVANGELICAL STEP INTO POLITICS WORRIES CHURCHES, POLITICIANS 


(This item by Dafne Sabanes Plou has been adapted from the Peru-based 
Latinamerica Press and has been abridged for EPS. ] 


Efforts to form an evangelical party in Argentina have sparked renewed debate 
about Christian political participation, according to a report which appeared 
in the 15 August issue of Latinamerica Press. 


At the centre of the formation of the Movimento Cristiano Independiente (MCI) 
- whose members are mostly Baptists and Pentecostals - is popular charismatic 
pastor, Hector Gimenez. 


Gimenez's organization has Supported MCI's efforts to meet legal requirements 
for registration as a political party, although Gimenez himself disclaimed any 
interest in running for political office. 


The MCI leaders say the party ‘has a Christian focus and is open to all of the 
society’, not just Protestants. Its objective, they say, is ‘free church in 
a free state’. Non-Catholic Argentines see the constitutional requirement 
that the country's president must profess the Catholic faith, and laws 
providing state financial support for the Catholic Church, as discriminatory. 


According to the report, MCI evangelicals have begun a campaign for a 
constitutional amendment to change this legislation and ‘end every vestige of 
religious discrimination' in the country. 


Some of the ‘historic Protestant' churches in Argentina have expressed caution 
about the rise of MCI. 


For example, the general assembly of the Evangelical Methodist Church noted 
that ‘in a pluralistic and democratic society, any group of citizens has the 
right to organize according to its ideology and to participate responsibly in 
the political life of the community’. 


But it added that ‘the formation of the confessional political parties is 
inappropriate and a tendency to identify religious beliefs with a specific 
political opinion has not had a positive result in other historical 
circumstances’. 


The Anglican Church has also distanced itself from MCI, though it had earlier 
predicted that such a movement would come from evangelicals in the country. 


Among the Catholic hierarchy, the formation of MCI has caused even greater 
alarm. One bishop was reported to have told the press that ‘one must not mix 
religion with politics’. 


And Cardinal Antonio Quarracino, archbishop of Buenos Aires, has referred 
several times to the growth of the independent evangelical churches, which he 
considers a threat to national identity. 


Another worrying trend about the evangelicals is the rapid growth of their 
membership. According to the Christian Association of Evangelical Churches, 
membership in evangelical churches has grown by eight percent over the last 
five years. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.31 
USA: ECUMENICAL BODY OPPOSES NOMINATION OF JUDGE TO HIGH COURT 


The (US) National Council of Churches has joined several other organizations 
in opposing the nomination of Clarence Thomas to the US Supreme Court. 
Thomas, an African American, was named by President George Bush to succeed 
fellow African American Thurgood Marshall, who has retired, to the country's 
highest court. 


Several groups, including black church and civil rights organizations, have 
voiced opposition to the selection of Thomas due to his alleged conservative 
views regarding affirmative action. 


The NCC's rejection is contained in a 15-page document analysing Thomas' 
judicial career and public service. Titled ‘Critique of the Nomination of 
Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court of the United States', the document was 
prepared following an announcement by four denominations expressing their 
opposition to Thomas' selection. They are the predominantly black historic 
churches under the National Baptist Convention of America, the National 
Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., the Progressive National Baptist Convention 
Inc., and the United Church of Christ. 


The analysis documents more than a dozen occasions when Thomas acted in 
opposition to legal precedents. In one case, while serving as chairperson of 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Thomas is alleged to have 
expressed the hope that lower courts would follow a dissenting opinion in 
applying the law. 


On that occasion, in an article which appeared in the New York Times, Thomas 
said that a country's plan for increasing the number of women in its workforce 
was ‘just social engineering, and we ought to see it for what it is. We're 
standing the principle of non-discrimination on its head'. 


In a letter to all US senators, NCC General Secretary Joan Campbell said the 
NCC has studied the record of Clarence Thomas with careful attention to his 
actions as they affect people of colour, women and the elderly. 


‘The Officers of the National Council of Churches after prayerful reflection 
on this analysis have voted to express to you our opposition to the nomination 
of Clarence Thomas to the Supreme Court', the letter said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.32. 
BRITAIN: CATHOLIC PRIESTS CALL FOR END TO ARMS SALES 


The National Conference of [Roman Catholic] Priests of England and Wales 
meeting in Birmingham (2-6 September) issued a call to arms-manufacturing 
countries to stop the sale of weapons of war. By a vote of 44 to four with 
three abstentions, the delegates adopted a resolution calling for a stop to 
the arms trade. 


The resolution read in part: ‘We must begin to create a moral climate in which 
the sale of arms is seen as generally unacceptable’. 


The priests said any substantial transfer of arms should be justified by a 
genuine need for self-defence and that its cost should not create real social 
deprivation. They also suggested that such transfers should be registered by 
the United Nations and that effective procedure should be enforced to ensure 
that arms like tanks are not used by governments to suppress their own 
civilian populations. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.33 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES’ HEAD IN TALKS WITH POPE JOHN PAUL II 


The World Council of Churches' General Secretary Emilio Castro met privately 
with Pope John Paul II at Castel Gandolfo/Italy (12 September) for a 
discussion on current ecumenical issues. (See related item EPS 91.09.44). 


The two exchanged views on the remaining obstacles on the way to fuller 
Christian unity, the role of the churches in the present crisis in Yugoslavia, 
the 500th anniversary of the Christianization of Latin America, and the 
re-evangelization of Europe. 


Earlier, Castro met with Roger Etchegaray, President of the Pontifical Council 
of Justice and Peace and with Edward Cassidy, President of the Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Other Vatican officials attending 
were Jorge Mejia of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace and John 
Mutiso-Mbinda of the Pontifical Council on Christian Unity. 


Both sides expressed agreement regarding the need for a solid theological 
basis in all the areas of ecumenical endeavour, increased cooperation between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches in the field of 
social thought and action, further commitment to common concerns for the 
mission of the churches and ecumenical relationships in Eastern Europe. 


Future tasks and priorities of the Joint Working Group between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the WCC and the opportunities for more effective Christian 
witness and action were also discussed. 


Castro informed the Vatican officials of the planned changes in the structure 
of the WCC and the programme priorities in the post-Canberra period. 


In all the meetings, both parties reaffirmed their commitment to joint 
ecumenical endeavours towards greater unity among churches, mutual trust and 
intensified cooperation. The changing world scene with its new possibilities 
for Christian witness and service was seen as a new challenge to ecumenical 
relationships. 


This was the second official visit of Castro to the Vatican. He was 
accompanied by Todor Sabev, WCC Deputy General Secretary, and Gunther 
Gassmann, Director of the WCC's Faith and Order Commission. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.34 
EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN SEMINAR CALLS FOR ATTENTION TO PRESENCE OF MUSLIMS 


A series of conferences in Europe has been proposed to help those involved in 
training clergy to pay more attention to Islam. The proposal was made at a 
conference on Islam in Europe held in Birmingham (9-14 September) organized by 
the joint Islam in Europe Committee of the Conference of European Churches and 
the Council of European [Roman Catholic] Bishops' Conferences. 


There is an estimated 25 million Muslims in Europe. 


The meeting, which brought together 80 participants from all over Europe, 
discussed an awareness of Islam in the training of Christian clergy, biblical 
Studies, dogmatic theology, ethics, church history, missiology and pastoral 
theology. 
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EPS 91.09.35 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX EXPRESS HOPE FOR CHURCH'S FUTURE IN THE SOVIET UNION 


A statement of hope for the future of the church in the Soviet Union has been - 
expressed by the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC). In a 30 
August statement sent to all archbishops, pastors, and all members of the ROC, 
the Synod said recent events in the. Soviet Union reflected history ‘passing 
its judgement' on the Soviet Union and its people. 


Noting that many Soviet citizens suffered untold oppression during 73 years of 
Communist rule, the statement appealed to the people not to harbour ‘seeds of 
malice and bitterness' and not to allow such feelings ‘to settle in our 
hearts’. 


The statement said the events in the Soviet Union have opened a new page in 
the history of the church and that the ‘chains which had held back the inner 
development of the church' are now 'being cast off". 


The statement cautioned that the way ahead for the church will not be an easy 
one. ‘The church will have to act in the midst of spiritual ravage, this 
bitter legacy left by the former rulers. We see before us millions of our 
compatriots who were brought up in the spirit alien to the Christian ethics 


and are ignorant of the teaching cherished by the church ...'. 


Detailing the ‘tragic experiences' which the ROC suffered ‘under the burden of 
the totalitarian system', the Synod said ‘a great number of the church and 
national shrines was defiled and destroyed throughout the country’. 


The statement expressed the hope that the church in the Soviet Union ‘will 
soon be genuinely renewed on the principles of conciliarity and that the 
eucharistic communion will be restored among all its  children'. The 
statement also called all ROC members ‘to realise their particular duty before 
God and His Holy Church, to cleanse their souls and conscience, to overcome 
the difficulties of today. ...' [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.36 
ZAIRE: POLITICAL FUTURE UNDER DEBATE, CHURCHES APPEAL FOR PEACE 


For the first time, leaders of four churches in Zaire issued a joint statement 
to mark the opening (12 August) of the National Conference convened to examine 
the political future of the country. 


The message urged the delegates to demonstrate a spirit of love, peace and 
fraternity as they debate the problems facing Zaire. In order for that to 
happen, the declaration said, it will be necessary to overcome sentiments of 
revenge, hatred and division. Conference participants, they added, should 
not dwell on the past but seek to build the future together. 


The message was signed by the presidents of the [Roman] Catholic Bishops' 
Conference in Zaire, the national president of the (Protestant) Church of 
Christ in Zaire, a representative of the Orthodox in the country and the 
spiritual head of the Kimbanguist Church. 


Meanwhile, the Nairobi-based Africa Press Service reported (9 September) that 
four opposition parties boycotted the National Conference after complaining 
that the composition of the delegates was in favour of the ruling party led by 
President Mobutu Sese Seko. The APS report adds that the four parties have 
Since called off the boycott. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.37 
SOVIET CHRISTIANS LOOK TO THIRD WORLD FOR EVANGELIZATION OF THEIR LAND 


A delegation of Christians from the Soviet Republics urged Christians from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America to help them in their evangelization work in 
the former Soviet Union. The appeal was made by an eight-person delegation 
at a six-day meeting on ‘Evangelism in Post-Marxist Situations’ organized by 
the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelisation held in Budapest/Hungary (1-6 
September). 


Leader of the Soviet delegation Johanes Reimer said Christians from the Third 
World can be more effective than Christians from the United States and Europe 
in helping evangelize the people of the Soviet Republics. 


He said that when the doors of freedom flew open suddenly in the Soviet Union, 
about 200 religious groups, most of them from the United States and Europe 
"invaded' the USSR. The Soviet Christians, he said, expected major financial 
assistance from the Americans and the Europeans. 


Meanwhile, the Committee adopted a five-year plan which calls for meeting 
every other year. The Committee's next global meetings will be held in 1993 
in Africa and in 1995 in Brazil. 


In another action, the Committee adopted a resolution pledging to take 
positive steps to work toward evangelizing more than 516 million people 
disabled by physical or mental impairments. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.38 
GENEVA-BASED CHURCHES CELEBRATE 700 YEARS OF SWISS CONFEDERATION 


Christian churches based in Geneva/Switzerland held celebrations to mark 700 
years of the Swiss confederation at the Ecumenical Centre (15 September). 
Hundreds of people attended the event. Highlights of the celebrations 
included the ringing of bells of all Protestant, [Roman] Catholic and Ola 
Catholic churches around Geneva and a procession along the Voie de la Paix 
(Road of Peace). Meanwhile, organizers of the event, ‘Christians for the 
Year 2000' which was due to be held in Geneva, Switzerland (30 November- 

1 December) announced that it had been cancelled due to lack of funds and 
adequate meeting places. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.39 
UGANDA: RELIGIOUS LEADERS CALL FOR BANNING OF CONDOM ADVERTS 


The Ugandan government has withdrawn all condom advertising in all government- 
controlled edia following complaints from religious leaders that such 
promotion helps to increase the spread of AIDS. 


A five-day Anglican Church of Uganda AIDS prevention leaders' seminar strongly 
criticised the advertisements and demanded their withdrawal. The seminar 
called on Ugandans to avoid casual sex by sticking to one partner. 


Roman Catholic Church of Uganda Archbishop Emmanuel Wamaala said the 
advertising of condoms was ‘against the dignity of man' and called on 
Catholics to adopt safe sexual behaviour. He urged those who possessed 
condoms to burn them. 


Muslim leader Sheik Raja Saad Luwemba said in a press statement that the 
promotion of condoms on radio, television and in the newspapers is not the 
effective method of controlling the spread of AIDS. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.40 
EUROPEAN CHURCH BODIES PLEDGE TO WORK FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE IN YUGOSLAVIA 


In 1989 at the European Ecumenical Assembly, convened by the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC) and the Council of [Roman Catholic] Bishops' 
Conferences (CCEE), churches in Europe, including those from the Yugoslav 
republics, mutually committed themselves to cooperate towards ‘peace with 
justice' as a foundation for the ‘House of Europe’. 


In fulfilment of that objective, the general secretaries of the CEC and the 
CCEE, Jean Fischer and Ivor Furer, visited the member churches in Yugoslavia 
(3-6 September) to investigate the possibilities and the conditions for a 
common witness for peace (EPS 91.09.12). 


The two leaders held discussions with Yugoslav heads of churches in the towns 
of Zagreb, Ljubljana, Belgrade, Novi Sad and Feketic. The church leaders 
noted that the current fighting in the country constituted the major obstacle 
to ecumenical cooperation. 


They further noted that in view of the violence there, the first step toward a 
common witness for peace is to hold a meeting of the Joint Commission of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church and the Yugoslav Bishops' Conference, which has not 
met since the outbreak of war. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.41 

ORTHODOX CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT PLANNED 

An inter-Orthodox conference on the environment is to be held (5-12 November) 
in Crete, according to a press release from the office of Metropolitan John of 
Pergamos dated 11 September. The conference, which has been called by the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople Dimitrios I, will discuss ‘Orthodox 
Christian attitudes and responsibilities at a time of crisis for the natural 
environment', the press release added. The conference will also explore ‘the 
present state and future of God's creation, the threats to its well-being, the 
extinction of species and the responsibilities of humanity to safeguard its 
future’. Titled ‘The Inter-Orthodox Conference on Environmental Protection", 
the conference is being supported by the Worldwide Fund for Nature 
International and other bodies. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.42 
SWISS CHURCH, POLITICAL, TRADE UNION GROUPS URGE RACISM-FREE ELECTIONS 
A range of Swiss political parties, church, trade union and humanitarian 
groups have issued an appeal for the forthcoming federal election campaign to 
be free of ‘racist connotations'. The declaration was drafted at a meeting 
convened by the migration secretariat of the Swiss Protestant Church 
Federation following recent attacks on lodging centres of asylum-seekers and 
in view of what the organizers called ‘growing xenophobia' in Switzerland. 
Candidates for federal offices are being asked to pledge not to appeal to 
racist or xenophobic sentiments in their campaigns nor to arouse or encourage 
fear or rejection of foreigners, and to agree, if elected, to support 
ratification of the International Convention against All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination and to work to make Switzerland a place of tolerance for people 
of other cultures and countries. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.43 
CHRISTIANS HARASSED IN INDIAN STATE, GOVT PROMISES TO INVESTIGATE 
A high Indian government official has promised to investigate reports of human 
rights abuses against Christians by authorities in the northeastern state of 
Arunachal Pradesh, according to a report for UCA News, an Asian Churches news 


service based in Hong Kong. At a reception in August in New Delhi for 
Christian members of the Indian Parliament, the federal minister of state for 
home (domestic) affairs, M.M. Jacob, promised to study the ‘existing 


restrictive law on religious freedom' in the state. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.44 
ECUVIEW: WCC/Roman Catholic Relations after Canberra (Todor Sabev) 


[Sabev is Deputy General Secretary of the World Council of Churches and 
co-secretary of the WCC/Roman Catholic Joint Working Group. See related item 
EPS 91.09.33. ] 


On the basis of the Sixth Report of the Joint Working Group (JWG) and relevant 
documents of the World Council of Churches (WCC) governing bodies and of the 
_ Vatican Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, the Seventh Assembly 
in Canberra (7-20 February) reviewed positively the relationships between the 
two partners. 


Along with this evaluation, concern was expressed about lack of progress in 
the area of social thought and action, and hindrance of relations between 
Orthodox and Eastern Catholic (Uniate) Churches. 


Through the report of its Reference Committee, the Assembly laid out the way 
towards more effective cooperation with the Roman Catholic Church. 


At its meeting in Rome (4-5 June 1991) the executive of the JWG made a fresh 
assessment of the ecumenical situation. It pointed out that there is a 
continued growing collaboration between WCC programme units and Roman Catholic 
counterparts, as well as joint ecumenical endeavours in many countries. 


These include both studies and action, various projects and new initiatives 
towards visible unity of the church, and comnon witness in which WCC members 
and RC local churches are involved. 


The role of national and regional ecumenical organizations and_ the 
participation of Christian world communions in that process are increasing. 
This requires greater coordination of efforts and interaction of complementary 
tasks within the one ecumenical movement. 


In some countries, e.g. Eastern Europe, the ongoing dispute between Orthodox 
and Uniate churches, which intertwine with resurging nationalism, ecumenical 


relations are slowing down. They become fragile and anaemic, and, therefore, 
need greater pastoral care, a delicate approach and recovering ecumenical 
spirituality. Recent steps undertaken towards that aim by the Vatican and 


the Orthodox churches promise to sustain the long-range theological dialogue 
and to enrich good will for maintaining ‘the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of veace' (Eph. 4:3). 


The +s hope that the JWG can and should become a more valuable instrument 
fo e..menical cooperation between the WCC and the RCC. Its mandate includes 


the promotion, monitoring and coordination of relationships and cooperation 
between the RCC and WCC; and to contribute to ecumenical progress by 
promoting theological exchange between the RC® and the WCC, through competent 
bodies, on their respective reflections on issues that confront the churches 
in our constantly evolving world. ... 


In order to implement these tasks, the executive of the JWG has proposed that 
membership of the Group consist of seven persons from each side, coming from 
different regions, with pastoral, theological and ecumenical experience and 
expertise, plus three staff members from each side. In addition, the two 
partners should have freedom to invite consultants for particular points of 
the agenda. [over] 


wec/rcec relations/2 


The executive/co-ordinating group should consist of the co-moderators, 
co-secretaries and two staff members from each side. It is responsible for 
the coordination of the on-going cooperation between regular meetings of the 


JWG and for the preparation of these meetings, agendas and other materials as - 


may be required. 


On the basis of the Sixth Report and the recommendations of both the WCC 
Seventh Assembly and the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, the 
following priorities for this new period are proposed: 


(i) The Unity of the Church - Goal, Steps and ecclesiological implications. 


This priority requires a consideration of the Canberra statement on the unity 
we seek and its implications; information and reflection on developments in 
regional and national councils of churches and in similar ecumenical bodies 
with RC membership; consideration of the common ground and nature of 
relationships between the WCC and the RCC. Other priorities are 
ecclesiologi:.al implications of the search for visible unity, and conclusion 
of previous work in the area of ‘Unity of the Church', namely, New Sources of 
Division: Ethical Issues, and Mixed Marriages. 


Specific tasks on this priority would be assigned to small ad hoc groups in 
collaboration with the Faith and Order Commission. 


(ii) Ecumenical Formation and Education 


A small consultation of three representatives from each side will meet with a 
view to preparing a document on this theme and present a progress report to 
the first meeting of the JWG. The document could draw attention to the 
pastoral aspect of the issue and to the contextualization it requires. The 
paper should enumerate areas and specific tasks where teaching requires a 
particularly important ecumenical dimension. The document would suggest the 
orientations that could be given to this teaching. Finally, the paper could 
indicate the subjects to be dealt with in such specific work, because they are 
a necessary pre-supposition for any ecumenical commitment. 


(iii) Common Witness in Missionary Endeavours 


Many churches are involved in a decade of mission and evangelization, in the 
proclamation of the message of reconciliation with God in Christ. However, 
their disunity hampers the achievement of this goal. The modern ecumenical 
movement was born from the fact that the disunity of Christians hinders common 
witness to the gospel and even puts into question the credibility of its 
proclamation. In the continuing concern for common witness, in the light of 
the encyclical 'Redemptoris Missio' and the Canberra Assembly, the JWG should 
give attention to new challenges and opportunities for mission, witness and 
dialogue. ... 


At its meeting, the JWG executive also prepared the plan and agenda for the 
full meeting of the JWG, which will be hosted by churches in Germany in March 
1992. An extensive report on WCC/RCC relationships will be presented to the 
Central Committee. 


The proposed agenda for the 1992 meeting of the JWG includes’ sharing 
information and assessment of the ecumenical situation, mandate, composition 
and function of the JWG, and its priorities for the future, ecumenical 
formation and ecumenical education, and new sources of division. Other items 
are mixed marriages, social thought and action, and common witness. ... [EPS] 


(0 Le 


28 SEP, 199% 


CUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE “q wee et 


yx: 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22) 7916515 Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex: 415730 OIKCH Editor: Ken Sililo Mubu 


(58/27) 
rye (24/09) 
BIBLIOTHEQUE tes 
Conseil Oecumenique at 4 
_ 450, route ap rene 
4211 GENEVE 2 
FOR THE PERIOD 21-25 SEPTEMBER 1991 
WCC Central committee moderator calls for ecumenical ‘common vision’ 91.09.45 
India: twenty-three Christian ‘untouchables' killed - 46 
Castro urges WCC central committee to ‘write new chapter' for ecumenism 247 
WCC sends appeals on Yugoslavia, South Africa 48 
WCC moderator, general secretary on issues affecting ecumenical movement 49 
Philippines: Episcopal church ordains first woman priest -50 
Soviet situation, a new challenge to the churches pet 
Central committee evaluates Seventh Assembly Pears 
Nigeria: government suspends participation in Islamic organization ra 
ECUVIEWS: Uruguayan Catholics worry about New Sects 54 
The Canberra Assembly, Mirror of Diversity (I) Hse 


enical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
rid Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
Sarily those of the WCC or the partners. 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 58 / Issue 27 
SHOPTALKEK 
EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 
49.50 US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss 
Francs, 79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 
295 French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


kekekekekekekkekkek keke kRkRkek Ke RHR RE KR KR KR KR KR KR KR KKK OK KR Ke KR Kh Kk Ok 


A Convocation of the Christian Peace Conference will be held from 17 to 22 
October at  Celakovice. For more information, please afcontacts® CPC, 
Jungmannnova 9, Prague 1, Czechoslovakia. Te hen: .(42-2).6235 0251% 


‘South Africa: What Does Justice Require?' is the title of a consultation on 
South Africa to be convened by the (US) National Council of Churches, 26-27 
October at Newark Airport Vista Hotel in Elizabeth, New Jersey. For more 
information, contact The Africa Office, NCC, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 
LOTUS: Tel: .(212)) 87082645. 


The following situation report is available from the WCC/CICARWS, P.O. Box 
2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 


Situation report (#2, 17 September) on earthquake in Peru. 
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WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE MODERATOR CALLS FOR ECUMENICAL 'COMMON VISION' 


In a report titled 'Growing Together in the Ecumenical Vision' presented to 
the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches on the first day of its 
43rd meeting in Geneva (20 September), Committee Moderator Archbishop Aram 
Keshishian (Armenian Apostolic Church [Oriental Orthodox]/Lebanon) said the 
WCC Seventh Assembly held in Canberra/Australia (7-20 February) met at 'a 
profoundly critical historical moment' because of the ‘dramatic and far- 
reaching changes in the world’. 


Citing the (Persian) Gulf war, the collapse of Communism, the unprecedented 
changes in Eastern Europe, the democratization process in some Third World 
countries, the growing threats to creation, and the emergence of ‘new 
ecumenical realities', Keshishian said all these had a ‘significant impact on 
the assembly'. 


He pointed out three ‘significant features of Canberra’. First, the 
ecumenical vision as stated in the WCC constitution was reaffirmed and 
re-claimed at Canberra with a ‘new Sharpness and urgency’ in light of the 
world events. 


Second, though the assembly's discussion of crucial issues remained 
inconclusive, the meeting 'helped' to bring forth pertinent issues ‘which had 
been fermenting in many spheres of the ecumenical movement’. Third, Canberra 
clearly identified the major priorities of the ecumenical movement and 
provided ‘the theological and socio-ethical framework in which the Council 
should move and act in the years ahead’. 


From Canberra, he said, four major trends emerge which should constitute the 
basic dimensions of the ecumenical vision. These include growing together 
towards a full Koinonia, growing together towards a sustainable creation, 
growing together towards a just and participatory society, and growing 
together towards a mission of sharing and reconciliation. 


Referring to the unity of the church, he said the assembly proved that visible 
unity remains the raison d'étre of the ecumenical movement, and the primary 
task of the WCC. 


‘This is not a goal for its own sake. It is a sign and a foretaste of the 
unity of humanity and the whole creation with God. Therefore, our search for 
the unity of the church must be ultimately located in the context of the unity 
and renewal of all humankind and the whole creation ... .', he added. 


He urged the church as a ‘reconciling’ community to be ‘reconciled' first and 
to be ‘healed from her wounds’. 


On dialogue with other faiths, Keshishian said this is an inseparable 
dimension 'of our faith' and an ‘important expression' of Christian witness. 
He cautioned, however, that such dialogue should not be at the expense of the 
church's missionary obligation to proclaim the Gospel to the world. "We must 
dialogue, standing firmly on biblically based theology that is not vulnerable 
to syncretistic trends'. 


The World Council of Churches, he said, is not a council of groups, 
para-church associations or movements, but a movement ‘which is manifested 
through various forms, expressions, and perceptions' which the churches 
‘incorporate' as the movement of the Holy Spirit. [over] 


central committee moderator/2 


He said as a World Council of Churches, ‘we are the people of God, and not a 
Council of special categories of people: clergy, laity, women, youth, 
differently-abled'. He added that the World Council of Churches is not a 
‘self-centred' organization but a ‘fellowship of churches whose life and 
witness are constantly enriched and strengthened by the kind of relationship 
that translates the programme activities and priorities of the WCC, and the 
ecumenical vision to the life of the member churches’. 


Ten members of the Committee who spoke during a half-hour discussion after 
Keshishian's address were largely appreciative of his comments and called for 
further discussion of key issues facing the WCC and the ecumenical movement. 


Paul Crow (Disciples of Christ/US) noted continuing and deep-seated tensions 
between those who emphasize ‘visible eucharistic unity' and those who accent 
the ‘commitment to the wholeness of humanity'. 'We have substantially a common 
vision of unity of the church', Crow said. What is required is a ‘deliberate 
ecumenical unity praxis'. The WCC should not be content with a ‘vision' of 
unity, while leaving the 'praxis' to the churches. The churches, in turn, must 
make decisions on ecumenical consensus statements, not just comments. 


Walter Arnold (Evangelical Church of Germany) called for further steps to link 
unity and mission. Referring to Europe, he said ‘a divided church is no longer 
credible; the gospel to secularized people must come from a united church’. 


Commenting on the Moderator's remarks about the need for equality in 
power-sharing, Rachel Paulin (Presbyterian/New Zealand) said this ‘focus on 
the marginalized' must apply within the WCC as well, particularly concerning 
the place of women and youth. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.46 
INDIA: TWENTY-THREE CHRISTIAN 'UNTOUCHABLES' KILLED 


The Christians for Indian People's Liberation (CIPL) organization has 
condemned the 6 August massacre of 23 Christian dalits or people of 
‘untouchable caste' by caste-Hindus in the Indian village of Tsunduru near the 
city of Guntur in the state of Andhra Pradesh. 


The CIPL said in a statement (13 August) that it condemned the killings ‘in no 
uncertain terms' and criticised the police '‘behaviour' for being ‘overtly 
partisan, anti-dalit and anti-poor'. 


The statement said the police did not report the ‘brutal mob attack on the 
fleeing dalits' to the district authorities for more than 24 hours, adding 
that police attitude raised ‘a matter of grave concern to all who uphold 
social justice’. 


The CIPL also criticised some political party leaders who make ‘'political 
capital out of the vulnerability of the dalits' by paying visits to areas 
inhabited by the dalits and condemned the unmet promises of ‘assistance, 
rehabilitation and future protection' to the dalits. 


About half of the approximately 16 million Christians in India (about 2.4 
percent of the total Indian population of 830 million) are of scheduled caste 
origin. [EPS] 
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CASTRO URGES WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE TO 'WRITE NEW CHAPTER' FOR ECUMENISM 


The WCC Central Committee ‘must deal firmly and decisively' with 'the 
restraints and realities imposed upon our life' if it is to ‘write a new 
chapter of ecumenical history', according to General Secretary Emilio Castro. 


Those practical concerns, said Castro's report to the Committee (holding its 
first full meeting from 20-27 September in Geneva) include a "programmatic 
Organization [that] no longer serves us well' and not having enough financial 
resources for ongoing activity at a time when new challenges are arising. 


But while agreeing that action on a new structure for the WCC is a critical 
task for the Committee, Castro insisted that it is urgent ‘precisely because 
of our calling to respond to the fresh stirrings of the Spirit of God in our 
midst. 


"Above all, our decisions about the WCC's internal life and structure must 
give us the freedom and space to embrace the new promptings of the Spirit 
which we have experienced together’. 


The major portion of the General Secretary's report, drawing extensively on 
texts in which the Canberra Assembly responded to the theme ‘Come, Holy Spirit 
- Renew the Whole Creation', developed three areas in which ‘the Assembly 
recognized our being together under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit'. These 
are the search for the unity of the church in koinonia, the Spirit at work in 
the world, and the Spirit as sanctifier. 


This attempt to ‘identify how the theme of Canberra has introduced and 
sharpened central theological issues is ... no detached academic exercise', 
Castro said. ‘Rather, we must allow for the movement of the Spirit in our 
own organizational life to renew our vision for programme work, to transform 
our structures, to inspire our creativity, to liberate our hearts and minds 
from old institutional habits, and to set us free for life and work’. 


Castro spoke of the Assembly's ‘renewed sense of impatience’ in relation to 
church unity. This unity is profoundly spiritual, a ‘communion in God with 
one another'; at the same time, he insisted, 'spiritual unity does not mean 
invisible unity or unity aside from the conflicts of history ... The unity we 
seek is one. that involves all levels of our life as churches of Jesus Christ’. 


Canberra's focus on visible unity, Castro. said, implies the need for 
‘doctrinal spelling out of the communion which already exists' and discovery 


‘of the one tradition in our different church traditions’. And, he 
continued, 'we would like to see something more - that inside each one of our 


churches the full presence of the Spirit of God, the realization of the Body 
of Christ, is perceived as a reality, so that together we could celebrate the 
common tradition and be open for reciprocal inspiration and correction’. 


As an illustration, he cited recent moves towards reciprocal recognition by 
Eastern and Oriental Orthodox churches: 'By being able to talk, discuss and 
pray together, they came to recognize in each other's family the reality of 
the mystery of God's presence and could affirm that the historical doctrinal 
divergences were misunderstandings of the deeper unity that was real in God'. 
[over] 
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Castro described the Assembly theme as ‘an invitation to explore the presence 
and action of the Holy Spirit in all creation, inside but also outside the 
church'. Noting that, in widely different Canberra addresses, both Patriarch 
Parthenios and Professor Chung Hyun-Kyung emphasized the freedom of the 
Spirit, Castro said this immediately raises the question of ‘how we recognize 
the Holy Spirit among other spirits ... . Our criterion for discerning the 
Spirit is Jesus Christ. This is the main centre of theological reference of 
the ecumenical movement’. 


As a prayer to the Holy Spirit, the General Secretary said, the Assembly theme 
‘obliged us to become very personal and to give testimony of the action of the 
Holy Spirit in the transformation of persons, church and world’. Personal 
transformation ‘takes place inside the life of the Christian community, a 
community that is also being submitted to the sanctification activity of the 
Spirit and is being freed for service to God in the world ... 


‘How narrow is our ecclesiology when it centres on my salvation, forgetting 
the symbolic and sacramental service to be rendered to the whole of creation. 
But also how shallow is our social involvement when it misses the personal 
dimension of sanctification and eternal life and the communal ecclesial 
dimension of our faith’. 


In responding to comments by some eleven Committee members during a discussion 
of his report, Castro focussed particularly on remarks by Aukje Westra 
(Reformed Churches in the Netherlands), who observed that in contexts such as 
Western Europe, where the churches’ are declining and losing their former 
‘security’, it is important to look for a faith that can ‘bring people 
together’. 


The General Secretary acknowledged that ‘talking about the unity of the church 
when we are all fighting for our lives seems a luxury. But we are churches, 
so that is where we must statrt'. 


Moreover, he insisted, ‘to be concerned with unity of the church is not to be 
removed from people. In the Netherlands, he suggested, relations between 
different Christian confessions may not seem urgent, ‘but in Northern Ireland 
and the Western Ukraine it is a life and death matter’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.48 
WCC SENDS APPEALS ON YUGOSLAVIA, SOUTH AFRICA 


The World Council of Churches Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) has issued appeals to the ecumenical community for 

US$ 150 000 to help people displaced in the current fighting in Yugoslavia and 
for US$ 800 000 to assist victims of the violence in South Africa. 


The Yugoslavia appeal dated 17 September says there are an estimated 100 000 
people displaced in Serbia and 150 000 in Croatia. The appeal also says 
26 000 Croatians have sought refuge in southern Hungary. 


CICARWS says while most basic needs are still met for the Yugoslav displaced, 
medicines and medical equipment are ‘badly needed’. Other needs include milk 
powder, soap and clothing. 


On South Africa, the appeal says ‘conservative estimates’ put the figure of 
those displaced by the violence in South Africa at 60 000 people, several 
thousand houses destroyed and over 4500 people killed since 1987. The appeal 
adds that most services to many areas affected by the violence have been 
destroyed. [EPS] 
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WCC MODERATOR, GENERAL SECRETARY ON ISSUES AFFECTING THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


Central Committee moderator Aram Keshishian and General Secretary Emilio 
Castro responded to journalists’ questions about the World Council of Churches 
during a press conference on the first day of the 43rd meeting of the WCC 
Central Committee (Geneva, 20-27 September). 


Replying to questions about the emphasis in his moderator's report on the WCC 
as a ‘council of churches', Keshishian insisted that this understanding does 
not exclude but rather requires the Council to establish ‘critical dialogue’ 
with movements for justice, human rights and against racism, ‘provided that 
they are not anti-church, anti-ecumenical or anti-WCC'. 


But, he noted, human rights and justice struggles should be seen as ‘an 
integral part of the witness of the churches, not something initiated by 
movements and merely endorsed by the churches', despite the ‘reserved 
attitude’ some churches have towards WCC programmes in this area. 


Castro told the journalists that the main intention of his recent visit (11-12 
September) to the Vatican [EPS 91.09.33] was to speak with Pope John Paul II 
about 1992 commemorations of the 500th anniversary of European presence in 
Central and South America. 


Noting that the Pope is about to make a pastoral visit to Brazil and will go 
to Santo Domingo (Dominican Republic) next year, Castro said he felt it was 
his ‘ecumenical duty', in view of statements by the WCC's Canberra Assembly, 
to discuss with him how commemorations of the anniversary ‘can be used to 
highlight the situation of the oppressed people in Latin America’. 


The General Secretary agreed that there are problems in relations between the 


WCC and the Roman Catholic Church. ‘That is why we have a Joint Working 
Group', he said, referring to the body of representatives of the two sides 
established more than 25 years ago after the Second Vatican Council. Among 


problems, he mentioned the ‘uniates' (churches that follow a largely Eastern 
Orthodox liturgy but are in communion with Rome). 


In reply to a question about possible WCC ‘peace initiatives’ in war-torn 
Yugoslavia, Castro said the WCC can only support peace initiatives coming from 
elsewhere and attempt to send some material aid. 


Its ‘modest’ contribution, he said, ‘can be to create symbols of hope in a 
Situation where the hatred is so deep', where what is needed is ‘not only 
political action but also spiritual actions’. 


Representatives of Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches in Yugoslavia, as well 
as ethnic minority Protestant churches, are expected in Geneva on Monday (23 
September) to present their views on the current situation to the Central 
Committee. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.50 
PHILIPPINES: EPISCOPAL CHURCH ORDAINS FIRST WOMAN PRIEST 


The Episcopal Church in the Philippines (PEC) ordained Julieta 
Lumaguey-Taclobao as its first woman priest at a ceremony held in the National 
Cathedral in Manila last month. [EPS] 
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SOVIET SITUATION, A NEW CHALLENGE TO THE CHURCHES 


Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk (Russian Orthodox) told journalists at a press 
conference during the WCC Central Committee meeting (21 September) that when 
word of the attempted coup in the Soviet Union on 19 August first reached him, 
he was with Patriarch Alexis II celebrating the Feast of the Transfiguration. 
Unable to interrupt the eucharistic liturgy and pending further information, 
they decided to omit from the prayers the usual intercession for the 
authorities and the army. 


Later, Kirill said, the patriarch distributed a statement calling for an 
immediate public appearance by President Mikhail Gorbachev, a ‘legal and 
constitutional assessment' of events by the Supreme Soviet and an avoidance of 
bloodshed by the Army. 


Also appearing at the press conference and at an open hearing for Central 
Committee members were Metropolitan David of Sukhumi and Abkhazeti (Georgian 
Orthodox Church) and US Librarian of Congress James Billington, an Episcopal 
layperson and an expert on Russian history and culture, who happened to be in 
Moscow at the time of the attempted coup and its aftermath. 


Both Kirill and Billington said that the position taken by the patriarch and 
the Russian Orthodox Church played a positive role in shaping the events of 
19-21 August. 


Replying to a question on the position of the Russian Orthodox Church on the 
Baltics, Kirill said his church supports ‘'fully' the aspirations of the 
Baltics for self-determination. 


Billington described the period as ‘a time of immense and profound moral 
choices that people had to make in every institution in the country, because 
it was not clear what was happening and what would happen. It will be a long 
time before we know who spoke for or against the coup’, he said. 


He said the most encouraging thing that happened out of the coup attempt is 
the ‘profound break and movement from politics of fear to politics of hope' 
and the possibilities that people see ahead of them. 


Metropolitian David said the people of Soviet Georgia had ‘a negative feeling' 
towards the instigators of the coup because Georgia had declared its 
independence long before. ‘Our government is not officially recognized and 
Soviet troops are still in Georgia', he said. 


In the face of growing tensions in Georgia, he said that the Georgian Orthodox 
Church considers President Zviad Gamsakhurdia a lawfully-elected official and 
is seeking to work for reconciliation and against bloodshed. 


Responding to a question regarding a newspaper report in which he was alleged 
to have been on the payroll of the KGB, Kirill said the story was based on a 
misunderstanding of an explanation he gave a tv interviewer. He explained 
that in his reply to the question, he had said the totalitarian system of 
government in his country at the time controlled every aspect of life, 
including that of the church. 


Kirill spoke of 'disinformation' appearing in Soviet newspapers, which he said 
has been picked up by Western media. Rumours and accusations that people 
worked for the KGB are rife, he said. Because such charges are 'very 
serious', he added, ‘they should be proved with facts and documentation’. 
[EPS] 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE EVALUATES SEVENTH ASSEMBLY 


Taking seriously Moderator Aram Keshishian's remark that the Canberra Assembly 
is not only a past event but also ‘a process that is with us and before us"; 
more than fifty participants in the WCC Central Committee meeting (Geneva, 
20-27 September) took the microphone during two one-and-a-half hour plenary 
sessions on 21 September devoted to Assembly evaluation. 


One session allowed participants (nearly all of whom were present in Canberra) 
to offer general assessments of the Assembly and preparations for it; the 
other focussed on theological perspectives coming out of Canberra. For each 
session WCC staff prepared a lengthy synthesis of reactions from nearly 700 
evaluations by individuals at the Assembly and committees responsible for it. 


Difficuities at the Assembly, WCC staff member Wesley Ariarajah said, point to 
a threefold ‘crisis of methodology': the tension between an Assembly as a 
deliberative meeting and as a celebration; growing pluralism in the WCC; and 
growing demands for participation ‘by all the people of God'. Ariarajah, who 
had overall staff responsibility for coordinating Canberra, said the Committee 
would need great ‘imagination and creativity' to overcome this crisis when it 
prepared the Eighth Assembly, probably to be held in 1998. 


Whether a WCC Assembly is primarily a celebration, an educational event or a 
business meeting was a question raised by many Central Committee members, with 
some suggesting that the answer to this question is decisive for the kind of 
delegates churches send. But Karel Blei (Netherlands Reformed Church) insisted 
that these facets must be kept together, because the WCC is not only a council 
of churches but also part of the ecumenical movement. 


A number of delegates were frustrated that much input into smaller Assembly 
sessions was not reflected in the final reports. Some thought this had to do 
with time pressures; others called for better preparation of leaders for group 
discussions. And, said Peter Lodberg (Lutheran, Denmark), advisers should also 
have been better acquainted with their role; some, he suggested, ‘had their 
own personal agenda which they fought for everywhere, and that spoiled the 
koinonia'. 


There were also criticisms that too many plenary sessions were pre-planned 
with little or no time for interaction by delegates. ‘I missed the element of 
witness', said Birgitta Larsson (Church of Sweden). ‘When flesh-and-blood 
people give their own testimonies, they serve as role models and inspiration. ' 


Australian Council of Churches general secretary David Gill praised the 
Assembly's "profound impact on many people in our churches'. But, he added, 
many people in the host country's churches have ‘serious questions as to how 
the top decision-making body of the WCC performs its work'. Such difficulties, 
Gill suggested, are not primarily organizational but have to do with how the 
WCC understands its calling and how it relates to its member churches. 


The theological evaluation paper identified four underlying themes related to 
the Holy Spirit which emerged in Canberra: renewal by the Spirit; koinonia and 
reconciliation; spirituality; and how the Spirit shapes  social-ethical 
reflection. It also mentioned six theological issues directly addressed to the 
WCC: vital and coherent theology; visible unity of the church; ecclesiology; 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation; gospel and culture; and mission 
and dialogue in a pluralistic world. [EPS] 
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NIGERIA: GOVERNMENT SUSPENDS PARTICIPATION IN ISLAMIC ORGANIZATION 


[This item by Richard Nyberg has been adapted from the 12 September edition of 
News Network International. ] 


Nigeria has reportedly suspended its participation in the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), in what had been viewed as a controversial political 
move by Africa's most populous. state. Though officially secular, the 
Nigerian government has been rocked by years of religious violence between 
Muslims and Christians, according to a report in the US-based News Network 
International (NNI). 


President Ibrahim Babangida, a Muslim and leader of Nigeria's military 
government and current chairman of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), 
announced the suspension (18 August) in an interview in the independent 
newspaper The Champion. In the article, he admitted that the country's 
officially registered membership in the OIC since 1986 had created 
considerable ‘controversy’. 


Prior to the interview with Babangida, most Nigerians were not aware that 
their country held full membership status in the organization. Christians, 
generally recognized as being concentrated in the country's south, have 
Strongly objected to the government's involvement with the OIC, fearing it 
could lead toward the transformation of Nigeria into an Islamic republic. 


Sunni Muslims are the majority in Nigeria's volatile north, where many 
fanatical Shiite Muslims are believed to have infiltrated the Muslim community 
in recent years, sparking violent clashes with Christians. ‘We have never 
been represented in any way in the activities of the conference since the 
problem started', Babangida was quoted in The Champion. 


The OIC controversy first came to light in early 1986, when it was announced 
in Morocco that Nigeria had been accepted as -a member state in the 
conference. Babangida, who seized power in a coup in August 1986, initially 
confirmed the membership. But after protests from Christian groups, the 
government tried to distance itself from the issue, first by denying it had 
joined and later by refusing to comment at all on the matter. 


According to informed sources quoted in Nigerian press reports, Nigeria had 
upgraded an observer status to take up full membership in 1986. In a bid to 
sound out the pros and cons of joining the OIC, the government set up a 
religious advisory council made up of Christians and Muslims which drafted a 
report that has not yet been made public. 


Since 1980, when the first Muslim-Christian (non-Muslim) confrontation took 
place following a revolt led by a Muslim from Cameroon, more than 6000 people 
have died in religiously-motivated clashes, and fanatics on both sides have 
destroyed churches, mosques and other public buildings worth millions of 
dollars. Much of the conflict has been centred in the northern states of 
Sokoto, Katsina and Kano. 


In the latest outbreak of violence [EPS 91.05.08], Muslims and Christians 
clashed for four days in the northern state of Bauchi in April following a 
dispute over the use of a slaughterhouse. According to official reports, 171 
people were killed. Independent sources have placed the death toll at more 
than 1000. Some 1700 buildings were also destroyed, including churches and 
mosques. Precise figures are disputed, but together, in roughly equal 


numbers, Muslims and Christians account for almost all the Nigerian population 
of about 115 million. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Uruguayan Catholics worry about New Sects (Samuel Blixen) 


[Blixen is a Uruguayan journalist. This item first appeared in the 27 June 
edition of Latinamerica Press. ] 


Uruguay is experiencing explosive growth of fundamentalist Christian sects 
despite the fact the country is considered by the Vatican to be one of the 
five least religious countries in the world. 


In Uruguay, however, as in most other Latin American countries, there is often 
a tendency to categorize all religious groups that are not Catholic as 
sects. It is also common in Latin America to use the term evangelical for 
all non-Catholic Christian religions. Confusion over terminology, especially 
at. a grassroots level, contributes to misunderstandings between Catholics and 
those of other religious denominations. 


The proliferation of small religious groups that are theologically rigid and 
closed to dialogue with other religious groups has caused increasing alarm 
among both the Catholic hierarchy and traditional Protestant groups. 


Some 200 sects now operate in Uruguay, building churches, preaching in tents 
and operating numerous radio programmes, according to César Elizaga, the 
Vatican delegate for interreligious dialogue in Latin America. 


The spread of sects has convinced Uruguay's Catholic bishops of the need to 
regain some of their historic influence. 


According to a document from the Uruguayan Conference of Bishops, what is 
needed to confront the array of new sects is a stronger basic formation of 


pastoral agents and more appropriate evangelization language. 


The bishops said that the sects use ‘an inadequate concept of God and man 


(sic), and distort authentic religiosity’. They also warned of ‘religious 
chaos’ especially among poorer sectors of Uruguayan society and claimed that 
sects ‘challenge authentic ecumenism’. In spite of their criticisms, the 


bishops agreed that sects are ‘a cultural phenomenon that deserves to be 
studied without delay’. 


More than 80 percent of the sects that are active in Uruguay are identified 
with the pentecostal movement that began in the early 1900s in the United 
States. Catholic authorities are careful not to make sweeping 
generalizations about the sects, stating that there are marked differences 
within groups, including the pentecostals. 


Rubén Cuitino, secretary of the bishops' ecumenical commission, pointed out 
that the 70 pentecostal groups operating in the country do not have the closed 
Organizational structures that generally characterize sects. He added, 
however, that unlike the Nazarenes and Waldenses, these groups ‘do not permit 
any dialogue that could lead to mutual understanding’. 


Religious groups such as the Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses and Seventh-day 
Adventists began to arrive in the late 1940s. Twenty years later a wave of 
new groups began, an influx that Elizaga ties to the controversial trip to 
Latin America by then-New York Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller on behalf of US 
President Richard Nixon. [over] 
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‘The famous Rockefeller Report given to President Nixon stressed that the new 
thinking of the Catholic church in Latin America and the advancement of 
liberation theology could not be looked upon kindly by the United States, so 
he suggested that fundamentalist groups be sent to the region', said Elizaga. 


Cuitino does not see overt political objectives in the activities of the 
fundamentalist groups. He does agree with Elizaga, though, that many of the 
preachers arrive bringing foreign ideas and influences to the society and with 
strong economic backing. 


Some sects, such as the Jehovah's Witnesses, evidently have substantial 
financial resources. ‘In one month they arrive, build a church and a sports 
complex', said Cuitino. 


'The sects come with a business mentality, renting or buying movie theatres, 
taking over radio stations and planning their religious institution by 
studying where the best place is to build a place for worship. They don't 
open health clinics or soup kitchens. All they do is proselytize and, in 
many cases, their approach is dishonest', said Cuitino. 


According to Eliyaga, those who have joined the sects do not distinguish 
between denominations. ‘I have seen people make the sign of the cross before 


entering. The preachers don't discourage this, they approve of it.' 


For Cuitino the majority of the sects expand and get stronger exclusively on 


the preacher's ability to stimulate religious fervour. Part of the 
preacher's task is an emotional appeal to convince the people to: give 
generously to support the church. It can amount to a manipulation of the 


biblical adage, ‘It is better to give than to receive', said Elizaga. 


Elizaga recognizes, however, that there is a basic need for people ‘to 
collectively share their emotions. 


‘In Uruguay we have left behind traditions in which everyone participated, 
such as processions and feast days honouring saints. It is not a coincidence 
that where Catholic festivals have remained strong the penetration of sects 
has not been as prevalent', stated Elizaga. 


Although he believes in an intellectual approach to preaching, Elizaga 
proposes changing the language to be more in touch with the culture of the 
people. He also sees the need to increase vocations to the priesthood. ‘We 
are only 550 priests for a country with three million people.' 


Elizaga's concerns are also expressed in the bishops' message, which mentions 
the 'urgency to evangelize our people in a new way'. The bishops want to do 
this keeping in mind the ‘distress and hope, joys and sorrows of our country, 
from the economic deprivation and the frequent deterioration of moral: values 
that exists'.. 


Effective preaching and evangelizing methods by the sects that rely on 
emotional appeals or the use of faith healers to gain people's confidence may 
be insufficient to explain the advance of the sects in Uruguay. 


In order to understand their growing popular support, it may also be important 
to consider the waning confidence Uruguayans have in the effectiveness of 
social programmes to respond to their needs in the face of continued economic 
and political problems. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Canberra Assembly, Mirror of Diversity (I) 


[This text is the first part of an interview with WCC general secretary Emilio 
Castro which first appeared in the August-September edition of the WCC 
magazine One World. The second part will be published in the next EPS. ] 


Question: -- Because an Assembly is the World Council of Churches at its most 
visible, it can easily become a focal point for criticisms of the WCC. There 
are some reports of churches saying they will reconsider their WCC membership 
after the Canberra Assembly. The ‘Reflections of Orthodox Participants’ 
distributed ,in Canberra and two commissions of the Anglican Church of 
Australia have recommended such reconsideration. Is this a serious threat to 
the WCC's future? 


Emilio Castro: On the contrary. I think it's salutary that the churches 
from’ time» to stime analyse the whole ecumenical movement and their own 
commitments. to the WCC. It would be sad if they were to remain in the 
fellowship simply out of inertia. ... 


So this post-Canberra recommendation of ‘reconsideration' of WCC membership 
should be welcomed as a positive sign, even if it began in some unhappiness 
with this or that aspect of the Assembly. 


You began by mentioning the visibility of the Assembly. That is precisely 
our chance and our difficulty. In the Assembly the churches are visible as 
they are. What is visible is not something called the WCC, but delegations of 
member churches from different parts of the world, expressing their common - 
and diverse - theological convictions. ... 


Q: Some of the longest debates at Canberra were on public statements. An 
Australian Assembly delegate has written a paper whose title suggests that 
*the WCC Assembly is not a credible commentator on public issues’. He argues 
that the composition of the Assembly meant there could be no meaningful and 
relatively specific statement of opinion which would receive universal 
endorsement and that the actual decision-making was in the hands of relatively 
small committees. How do you react to that judgement of lack of credibility? 


EC: Credibility is not something we can claim. it exists or it doesn't 
exist, depending on who receives the pronouncements of the WCC and how they 
react to them. I suppose that in Australia the WCC's pronouncements will 


have the most credibility with the Aboriginal community, but in fact many 
sectors of Australian society have received the WCC's stance with interest and 
Sympathy - and some with enthusiasm. 


The real issue, I think, is not credibility, but whether the procedures are 
serious enough to guarantee objective, intelligent, enlightened pronouncement. 
And that of course is open to criticism. ... 


Things might have gone better if we had tackled fewer issues or lengthened the 
Assembly or held more public hearings. But having said that, I want to 
observe that those pronouncements seem more credible today than they did in 
February. For example, the Assembly's affirmation that war was not the answer 
to the Gulf crisis has surely been borne out since then. [over] 
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Q: Wasn't the lack of unanimity on the Gulf statement a classic case of what 
the so-called ‘peace churches’ always reproach the WCC for: failure to take 
seriously what it said already in 1948 at Amsterdam - that war is contrary to 
the will of God? 


EC: Yes it was, much to my regret. The WCC is not a pacifist organization. 
Churches together have never been able to commit themselves to a non-violent 
approach to conflict resolution. We would be blind not to recognize that, and 
the debate on the Gulf illustrated that. 


But I do think the ecumenical discussion and encounter mediated by the WCC are 
helping many people to reconsider their positions on violence and war. If 
the pronouncements of the Assembly do not come to a pacifist position, they 
are clearly on the side of peace and not war, on the side of patient conflict 
resolution and not violent quick solutions. ... 


Q: An open letter from persons at Canberra with evangelical perspectives 
mentions another issue about which the Assembly had little to say: ‘the 
dramatic and far-reaching changes that have taken place in Eastern Europe‘ 
This, they suggest, raises questions about how the ecumenical movement 
supported the ruling ideologies in Eastern Europe for forty years. Is the 
Councii reluctant to have its own performance with respect to these pong I 8 
socialist countries scrutinized?. 


EC: On the contrary, we invite it. The archives of the WCC are open to any 
bona fide researcher who would like to explore this issue. And the realities 
of the churches in Eastern Europe are there: anyone can go and see whether or 
not the activities of the WCC have helped the churches to be able now to 
develop new missionary potential. 


Taking place when it did, the Assembly naturally concentrated on the Gulf 
crisis, and taking place where it did, on the Aboriginal question and the 
issues of land rights. Remember that the dramatic events in Eastern Europe 
are already two years behind us; and that the WCC Central Committee meeting in 
March 1990 devoted major attention to that region. ... 


Events in Armenia, the Baltic states and Yugoslavia since the Assembly are 
bringing that region back into the forefront of the WCC's concern. 


Q: Let me return to the question of whether the WCC is not so diverse that it 
cannot speak coherently anymore - and not just on public issues. Is the WCC 
becoming so wide a forum for exchanging opinions that it is losing the concern 
for a specific Christian theological basis to what it says and does? 


EC: Now that is impossible even to suspect. First, the main theme of the 
Assembly was a clearly trinitarian theme. Second, the best attended part of 
the Assembly was worship, in which all the services were fully trinitarian and 
based on a common affirmation of Christian faith. 


I come back to what I said earlier. Diversity is a fact of life in the 
churches, and the World Council exists to bring those diversities into 
conversation and into reciprocal correction. 


We have a double problem here. On one side is the visionary engagement, 
commitment, inculturation of the Gospel in the soil of people's conscience 
which is part of God's incarnation in Jesus Christ. 


At the same time, we must be accountable to each other and to our common 
tradition, so that incarnation does not mean surrender to the prevailing 
values of any society. In that sense the diversity in the Assembly mirrored 
the reality in our churches. ... [EPS] 
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The Reformed Ecumenical Council (REC) will hold conferences on Urban Mission, 
Anthropology and Ethics, and What in the World are the Youth to Do? in 
Athens/Greece 18-22 May 1992. For registration and further information, 
write to REC, 2017 Eastern Avenue SE, Grand Rapids, MI USA 49507. 

Heard In Our Land: Prayers for Life is a new book by Eugene fF. Roop, 
published by Faithquest, the Brethren publishing house. Copies are available 
for US$7 from Faithquest, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120, USA. 


The following situation report is available from the WCC/CICARWS, P?.0. Box 
2100, 1211 Geneva 2: 


Situation report (#2, 20 September) on Albanian refugees. 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE APPROVES NEW PROGRAMMATIC STRUCTURE FOR THE WCC 


The World Council of Churches will have a new programmatic structure as a 
result of decisions taken by its Central Committee on 24 September. 


Central to the new structure are four programmatic units, whose work is to be 
coordinated by a general secretariat. These units will focus on Unity and 
Renewal; Mission, Education and Witness; Justice, Peace and Creation; and 
Sharing and Service (see related story EPS 91.09.63). 


The substance of the proposal approved by the Central Committee, after five 
ninety-minute plenary sessions of debate, was contained in a 22-page document 
prepared by an Advisory Group (including the members of the WCC Executive 
Committee) in July. That group based its work on concerns expressed by the 
WCC's Seventh Assembly in Canberra (February 1991), staff consultations and an 
outside analysis of WCC governance, budgeting and organization. 


Under the present’ structure, largely unchanged since the early 1970s, 
programmes are divided into three units (Faith and Witness, Justice and 
Service, Education and Renewal), each with four or five subunits. 


Eliminating subunits, each of which had a commission overseeing its programme, 
will reduce the number of administrative centres within the WCC and thus is 
expected to bring greater coherence into the Council's work. The new 
Structure gives each programme unit a commission of 25-40 persons (at least 
five of them members of the Central Committee) whose task is to translate 
priorities established by the Central Committee into programmes for the unit. 
Additional working groups of five to fifteen may be appointed by the 
Commission to work on specific long- or short-range issues. 


Staff discussions of programmatic reorganization of the WCC began in 1988; and 
the 1989 Central Committee meeting in Moscow appointed a group to prepare a 
proposal to be presented in March 1990. However, the Central Committee then 
decided to postpone action on programme reorganization until after the 
Canberra Assembly (Australia, 7-20 February). 


The new Central Committee named in Canberra then appointed the Advisory Group 
at its meeting just after the Assembly. Advisory Group moderator Jonas 
Jonsson (Church of Sweden) told the Central Committee in introducing the 
report (22 September) that the proposal provided for ‘as’ effective, 
coordinated and flexible an operation as possible’, 


In the months ahead, implementation of the new Structure will be the 
responsibility of General Secretary Emilio Castro with the Central Committee 
officers - moderator Aram Keshishian and vice-moderators Soritua Nababan and 
Nélida Ritchie. 


Implementation will include the assignment of staff to work in the new 
programme structure, taking into consideration the need to reduce the total 
number of staff to 270 by the end of 1992 (presently the WCC employs just 
under 300 persons). 


Of the 18 amendments considered by the Committee during its final three hours 
of discussion on Tuesday. morning, only two challenged the  four-unit 
structure. The others called for modifications to the location of certain 
programmes, refinements of descriptions of programmes in one of the units or 
changes in the proposed working style and management. [over] 
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The most contested suggestion was that of adding a fifth programme unit, on 
Education and Renewal, proposed by Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk (Russian 
Orthodox). That amendment was defeated by 30-87, with 3 abstentions. 
Kirill argued that religious education is the greatest challenge for churches 
in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, only recently freed from decades of 
restrictions by atheistic governments; and that a separate programme unit for 
this concern would be the best way to ensure an effective ecumenical response 
Eduit, 


Those speaking against his amendment said they shared his concern but 
countered that the Advisory Group proposal, which considers education as an 
integral part of each unit and mandates a special education working group, 
assures adequate attention to the needs of churches in Eastern Europe and 
elsewhere. 


A subsequent amendment by Metropolitan Chrysostomos (Church of Greece), called 
for a structure of two units - Faith and Order and Justice and Service. It 
received only two votes, although several Committee members said they shared 
his concern that theological and ecclesiological questions about visible unity 
must be dealt with in a more profound way by the WCC. 
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FIRST ALL AFRICA RELIGIOUS LIBERTY CONGRESS HELD 


[This item has been adapted from the Kenya-based Africa Press Service. ] 


Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi urged Christians (9 September) and other 
believers to ensure that peace prevails in their respective societies. 


‘Your spiritual calling demands that you go into the world and preach the 
Gospel of peace’, he said when opening the first inter-faith All Africa 
Religious Liberty Congress in Nairobi/Kenya which was attended by over 300 
delegates from 40 African countries, Western Europe and the USA. 


The theme of the four-day congress was ‘Freedom of Religion: Hope for Lasting 
Peace and Unity’. It was sponsored by the International Religious Liberty 
Association (IRLA) in co-operation with the General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists and the International Association for the Defence of Religious 
Liberty. 


The congress discussed religious liberty from three perspectives - government, 
theological and academic. 


The purpose of the congress was to highlight the importance of religious 
liberty in Africa, and how to maintain and defend it. According to IRLA 
President Denton Lotz, his association works as a watchdog for religious 
freedom ‘because this is the basis of all other freedoms and if denied, all. 
other freedoms of human rights will be trampled upon'. [EPS] 
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KENYA: PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CELEBRATES ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
Celebrations were held (16 September) throughout Kenya to mark the 100 years 
of existence of the Presbyterian Church of East Africa. The celebrations 
were observed under the theme 'Burning Yet Not Consumed’. [EPS] 
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CHURCH LEADERS SAY YUGOSLAV SITUATION COMPLEX, ROOTED IN HISTORY 


The current conflict ravaging Yugoslavia is bewilderingly complex, with deep 
historical roots. That was evident to WCC Central Committee members after . 
listening to bishops from four churches in the strife-torn country during an 
evening hearing (23 September) on the fourth day of their meeting in Geneva. 


Roman Catholic Bishop Djuro Koksa, auxiliary bishop of Zagreb, told the 
Committee that there is probably no more difficult ecumenical relationship in 
the world today than that between Serbian Orthodox and Croatian Roman 
Catholics. 


In their presentations, three other panel members - Serbian Orthodox Bishop 
Ireneus (Novi Sad), Imre Hodosy of the Reformed Church in Yugoslavia, and 
Andrej Beredi of the Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession 
(Lutheran) - spoke of how the recent outbreak and spread of violence have 
poisoned already-strained relationships and led to immense human suffering. 
Thousands of people have fled their homes; hundreds have been killed; and many 
churches have been damaged and destroyed in the fighting. 


Prior to the Central Committee hearing, the Yugoslav church leaders spent 
three hours: together in a private meeting with representatives of the WCC and 
three other international church organizations headquartered at the Ecumenical 
Centre - Conference of European Churches (CEC), Lutheran World Federation, 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches - and Ivo Firer, general secretary of 
the Council of European Catholic Bishops Conferences. 


That encounter continued a dialogue begun in May by CEC and the European 
Catholic. bishops, seeking to build on a joint declaration (7 May) by Serbian 
Orthodox Patriarch Pavle and Roman Catholic Cardinal Franjo Kuharic of 
Zagreb calling on all Christians.in Yugoslavia ‘to direct their efforts that 
misunderstandings and conflicts ... be justly solved in the spirit of the 
Christian life' and ‘not to allow flesh and blood to overcome soul and heart, 
reason and. human dignity’. Furer and CEC general secretary Jean Fischer 
went to Yugoslavia at the beginning of September to investigate possibilities 
for a common church witness against violence in Yugoslavia (EPS 91.09.12, 
09.40). 


The two Protestant churches represented on the panel are minority churches 
whose congregations are located in Vojvodina and Slovenia in the north of the 
country. They are ‘too small to make their voices heard' in the current 
Situation, according to Beredy. The Reformed church, largely 
Hungarian-speaking, has about 22 000 members; the mostly Slovak-speaking 
Lutheran church about 150 000. 


Aggravating the situation for the widely-scattered Reformed congregations, 
Kodosy said, is the breakdown of telephone and postal communications and the 
fact that some pastors have left the country for Hungary since fighting began, 
making it impossible to hold a meeting of the synod. 


Bishop Ireneus noted that the current conflict is intensified by memories of 
the 'mass pogrom' against the Serbian people which took as many as a million 
lives during World War II. In a press conference after the hearing, he told 
journalists that when he himself was growing up in Croatia, his father forbade 
him to listen even to programmes of religious music broadcast by Radio Vatican 
because Catholic priests had blessed the weapons used to kill Serbians living 
in Croatia. [over] 
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In response to questions about the role of priests in the current conflict, 
Ireneus said Serbian Orthodox bishops have instructed their clergy not to 


preach hate and enmity. He himself has transferred priests who were taking 
an active role in the conflict to dioceses where there are no Croatian 
Catholics living. ‘We try to do what we can', he added, ‘but we face many 


obstacles. And we cannot be totally divorced from our people. It is difficult 
for those from outside to see this clearly.' 


Koksa denied that he had ever seen a priest blessing weapons or heard 


confirmation of such a story. He blamed the media for inflaming passions by 
spreading these stories. ‘There are many things I am not happy with in the 
Serbian or the Croatian press', he said. He noted, however, that ‘we have to 


look after our soldiers' through military chaplaincies, and ‘it is difficult 
to know where the limits are here'. 


The Catholic bishop also said he believes that ‘people abroad, especially 
politicians, expect too much from the churches' in the Yugoslavian 
situation. Without wishing to ‘describe the quality of the faith of our 
people', Koksa said, ‘they are not as obedient as we would like’. 


He spoke with appreciation of Pope John Paul II's public support for the 
rights of the Croatians during the past seven years. But Ireneus said that 
‘some of the statements made by the pope and other Vatican representatives 
over the last few weeks have been understood as giving unilateral support to 
the Croats, without sufficient understanding of the situation of the 
Serbians'. [EPS] 


/ 
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ETHIOPIA: ORTHODOX CHURCH LEADER ‘FORCED’ TO RESIGN? 


The Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) Patriarch, Abuna Merkorios, resigned on 5 
September, according to a report from the Kenya-based Africa Press Service 
(APS). 


The sudden resignation came in an announcement on the state-run Radio Addis 
Ababa (6 September) that Abuna Merkorios had decided to give up his church 
leadership ‘because of ill-health’. 


"Merkorios forwarded notice giving up his responsibilities so that the work of 
the church should not be affected by his long illness due to the heavy volume 
of work', the radio said. 


Confirming the resignation, Archbishop Timotheos of the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church who was attending the Central Committee meeting in Geneva (20-27 
September) also confirmed that there had been demonstrations by some members 
of the EOC in Addis Ababa calling for the partriach's resignation. 


He added that the main reason, besides bad health, is that the new government 
in Ethiopia was not ‘prepared to work with Merkorios'. 


Timotheos said that on several occasions the government had consulted with 
other church leaders on many issues, ‘but deliberately ignored the patriarch 
because of his strong links with the former government. He decided, 


therefore, for the sake of the church, to hand over leadership of the church 
to the holy synod'. [EPS] 
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AFRICAN CHURCHES URGED TO SUPPORT NEW THINKING, DEMOCRACY 


‘When one reads the various papers coming out of the WCC, listens to the radio 
or watches tv anywhere in the world, one gets the impression that Africa is 
associated with crisis and problems. 


"People speak about famine, war, apartheid, the debt crisis, as if there is 
nothing positive happening there; it is as if African people are not involved 
in a process of trying to improve their lot'. 


These . observations were expressed by Aaron Tolen (Presbyterian Church of 
Cameroon) to journalists on the fourth day of the WCC Central Committee 
meeting in Geneva (20-27 September). 


Tolen said people speak of Africa as ‘an abandoned, forgotten and finished' 
continent. He said the parallels drawn between what is happening in Africa 
and Eastern Europe are not correct because ‘Africa is not an appendix' to what 
is happening elsewhere. 


He said the struggle in Eastern Europe is against the failure of Communism, 
while in Africa ‘both Communism and Capitalism have failed’. He said the 
‘new African revolution' currently sweeping across the continent seeks to 
create a humane and fair society. 


Tolen suggested a plan of action or ‘principles and aims which should guide 
the continent's process of recovery’. 


He called for a campaign to help people know their rights, liberties and 
duties and suggested that food supplies for the population be made 
available. Other actions suggested by Tolen include the provision of health 
care, right to decent and comfortable housing, emphasis on agricultural 
production and the development of communication. 


Responding to a question on the role of the church in the present crisis in 
Africa, Tolen said the churches should have courage to speak out against 
injustice. He said the church in Africa has not presented ‘a model of 
participatory democracy’. He described the church's failure to accommodate 
women in some positions as undemocratic. 


He commended some African church leaders who have ‘put their lives on the line 
for justice’, but said many others have not had ‘a prophetic courage' to speak 
out. 


Asked to comment on the future of the continent, Tolen said Africa has 
survived slavery and colonialism. "It will survive the current crisis as 
well’, he said. 


Replying to a question on the role of Islam in development in Africa, Tolen 
said as a religion it does not play a specific role. ‘It is one of the 
problems facing the church, just like racism.’ Making a reference to the 
Situation in Sudan, Tolen added that a religion which is used as a tool for 
excluding and oppressing others, creates a problem. 


In brief remarks to the journalists' questions, Zimbabwe Council of Churches 
general secretary Murombedzi Kuchera, and Faith Mwondah (Church of Uganda) 
both said some of the problems affecting Africa originate from outside the 
continent. [over] 
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Kuchera said both Capitalism and Communism supported some oppressive regimes 
in Africa. He urged churches to help develop ‘a new way of thinking' and 
assist communities to help themselves. 


Mwondah spoke of an emergence of ‘new patriotic leaders in Africa with a new 
thinking' and called on the church to teach people about their human rights. 
During a plenary session later in the afternoon, eight Committee members spoke 
in response to Tolen's presentation. 


Virginia Gcabashe (Methodist Church in Southern Africa) said the changes in 
Eastern Europe have triggered a new wave of immigrants to South Africa. She 
said the South African government has been quick to admit the new immigrants 
‘who are now taking jobs away from blacks’. 


Tito Pasco (Philippine Independent Church) drew parallels between the 
Situation in Africa and in his native Philippines. He said in both 
Situations, the ‘rich are getting richer while the the poor are getting 
poorer'. 


Nenevi Seddoh (Evangelical Church of Togo) noted that the church remained 
Silent when oppressive regimes were in power in Africa. ‘After Canberra, 
many of these have begun to fall. There is a light of hope ahead and people 
are now calling for transparency and democracy’. 


Farfan Figueroa (Pentecostal Mission Church, Chile) cautioned Africa about 


falling prey to the ‘market economy euphoria’. He said many countries in 
Latin America have introduced market economies ‘as if this is the new 
messiah’. He said peace and security could not be achieved while people went 


hungry. [EPS] 
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EPISCOPAL BISHOP ORDAINS SECOND GAY PRIEST 


A bishop of the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church has ordained a second 
homosexual priest to the ministry in two years. Bishop John Spong of Newark 
in the state of New Jersey ordained Barry Stopfel in Tenafly at a low-key 
ceremony 14 September. 


In 1989, Spong raised controversy when he ordained Robert Williams, a 
homosexual, to the priesthood. Many bishops of the Episcopal church at the 
time distanced themselves from the ordination (EPS 90.03.36). 


In July this year, the issue of sexuality dominated the agenda of the 
Episcopal Church's general convention in Phoenix/Arizona. After long, 
heated debate, the convention ‘reached a compromise’ by affirming the church's 
traditional teaching on marriage and acknowledged the 'discontinuity' between 
the church's teaching and the experience of some of its members (EPS 91.08.02). 


The convention also confessed the inability of church leaders to reach a 
definitive conclusion on the issue and called for continued study at the local 
level and a ‘pastoral teaching' by bishops on the subject. 


Meanwhile, Robert Williams has renounced his association with the Episcopal 
Church. In a one-sentence letter to Spong dated 9 September, Williams said 
he had renounced ‘the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Episcopal 
Church' and ‘all hierarchical structures, so that I could live out my 
vocation’. He added that he had no intention of renouncing Christianity or 
the priesthood. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.63 
NEW WCC STRUCTURE TO BRING GREATER INTEGRATION OF UNITS 


Many of the priority concerns listed under the four programme units in the new 
WCC structure approved by the Central Committee (EPS 91.09.56) correspond to 
existing WCC programmes. The new unit structure will bring changes, 
including greater integration, in how the WCC deals with these issues. 


Unit I, Unity and Renewal, incorporates traditional concerns of Faith and 
Order for the visible unity of the church, as well as inclusive community, 
renewal of the church through spirituality and worship (treated by Faith and 
Order in the 1950s and 1960s), ecumenical formation and theological education 
(concerns of the former Programme on Theological Education and Ecumenical 
Institute in Bossey), theological reflection on Christian-Jewish encounter and 
on ecclesiological reflection on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation. 


Many of the programme areas under Unit II, Mission, Education and Witness, 
come out of the work of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism: 
evangelism, unity in mission, education ‘to equip the whole people of God for 
God's mission’, mission to challenge unjust structures, gospel and culture, 
theological significance of religions (a study undertaken by the subunit on 
Dialogue after the Vancouver Assembly), healing and transformation (focussing 
on concerns of the Christian Medical Commission). 


The programmes of Unit III, Justice, Peace and Creation, pick up concerns 
addressed in the present structure by the subunits on Women, Youth, Church and 
Society, Churches' Participation in Development, Combatting Racism (PCR) and 
International Affairs (CCIA). Foundational to the unit are the four areas of 
covenanting approved by the 1990 World Convocation on Justice, Peace and the 
Integrity of Creation (JPIC): economic justice, peace and reconciliation, 
environment and the struggle against racism. The unit will also house WCC 
advocacy of, and programmes for, full participation of women and youth. 
Issues to be addressed include theological and ethical reflection on social 
issues, indigenous peoples and land rights, human rights, the churches’ 
response to international affairs and the development of liberating 
communication. 


The Committee unanimously approved an amendment by Eugene Turner (Presbyterian 
Church, USA) separating the issue of indigenous peoples and land rights in the 
Unit III. description from the issue of racism. Although the two issues are 
linked in the sense that racism underlies the subjugation of indigenous 
peoples, Turner said, ‘the struggle against racism is an essential part of the 
search for unity'. Charles Adams (Progressive National Baptist Convention, 
Inc., USA) added that the 'WCC cannot afford even the perception of having 
weakened its stand against racism’. 


Unit IV, Sharing and Service, assumes many functions previously assigned to 
the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS): 
sharing of resources, service of human need, comprehensive diakonia, 
development of human resources (including scholarships), new models’ for 
sharing and biblical-theological analysis. 


Supporting the general secretary as chief executive officer of the WCC are 
five functional offices: management and finance, church and _ ecumenical 
relations, interreligious relations, communications, programme coordination. 
Deputy general secretaries will be responsible for management and finance, 
relations and communications and programme coordination. 


Although some members expressed fears of a '‘'top-heavy' administrative 
structure, the Committee agreed to a proposal by Georges Tsetsis (Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople) underscoring that ‘the general secretariat is 
the axis around which all WCC activity is implemented'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.64 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE HEARS PROGRESS ON YOUTH, FAITH AND ORDER CONFERENCES 


The first session on the sixth day of the WCC Central Committee meeting in 
Geneva (20-27 September) was devoted to presentations of progress reports on 
two World Council of Churches global meetings to be held in 1993. The 
Committee heard reports of preparations so far made on the Ecumenical Global 
Gathering of Youth and Students (EGGYS) to be held in Brazil, and the Fifth 
World Conference on Faith and Order to be held at a venue to be named in the 
next few weeks. 


Partners with the WCC in EGGYS include two Catholic student organizations. 
They are the International Movement of Catholic Students and the International 
Young Catholic Students. Others are the World Alliance of Young Men's 
Christian Associations, the World Young Women's Christian Associations, and 
the World Student Christian Federation. 


In her introductory remarks on the preparations for the EGGYS, Sandra 
Eri-Matsuo (Anglican, Brazil) who chairs the provisional hosting committee in 
Brazil, said the process of planning for the conference has so far involved 
several gatherings of the Planning Committee - in July 1989 at the Ecumenical 
Centre, Bossey near Geneva, at Limuru/Kenya in April 1990 and in Sao 
Paulo/Brazil in May this year. 


At the regional level, she said national committees have been established in 
Venezuela and in Brazil and that plans are underway for a meeting of young 
people in Caracas in October this year as part of the planning process. In 
Rwanda a national committee has also been established. 


Bishop Serapion (Coptic Orthodox Church) wondered why the planners for the 
EGGYS ‘have found it more difficult' to involve the youth in the Middle 
East. Peter Brock, director of the sub-unit on Youth explained that the 
problem is the absence of an established ‘entry point' to the EGGYS in the 
region and lack of popularization of the EGGYS process. 


Drexel Gomez ({Anglican] Church of the Province of the West Indies) said the 
churches in his region had very little information on the youth meeting. 


Edeltraud Engel (Evangelical Church in Germany) requested more information on 
the total cost of the meeting and wondered whether there had been pledges from 
member churches for financial contributions. Brock explained that there are 
‘strong indications of support' from the participating partners in the EGGYS 
who will contribute around 1.4 million Swiss Francs. 


Members who spoke on the preparations for the Fifth Faith and Order Conference 
largely supported the intentions of the meeting. Walter Arnold (Evangelical 
Church in Germany) spoke of the importance of including the work which has 
been done on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry as part of the agenda of the 
conference. He said the BEM should be used in the development of ‘a visible 
unity of the churches’. 


Michel Twagirayesu (Presbyterian Church of Rwanda) hoped that the Roman 
Catholic Church would participate in the conference. Gunther Gassmann, 
director of Faith and Order, explained that the Catholic Church was: already 
involved in the preparations for the conference through their representative 
on the Faith and Order Commission. 


He said Faith and Order is a service of the WCC to the churches and that on 
its own, ‘it will not produce the unity of the churches’. He appealed to the 
churches to ‘use this movement' to break the barriers which still divide the 
churches, not only doctrinal but also cultural and other social factors. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.65 
BERLIN WALL 'UNVEILED' AT THE ECUMENICAL CENTRE 


Members of the WCC Central Committee and other participants in their meeting 
in Geneva, gathered on 23 September for a brief litany of dedication entitled 
'No More Walls' to mark the unveiling of a fragment of the Berlin Wall in the 
garden of the Ecumenical Centre. 


Next to a 3.6-metre standing segment of the wall, with spray-painted graffiti, 
is a similar segment lying flat. The two pieces, weighing 2700 kilogrammes, 
were given by the Kuratorium zur Verwendung der Berliner Maver to the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC), a regional ecumenical organization of 
some 125 Protestant and Orthodox Churches, headquartered in the Ecumenical 
Centre. 


Scripture readings and a litany emphasized the divisions among people which 
are symbolized by the image of a wall, recalling the words of the New 
Testament letter to the Ephesians, which speaks of Christ as having ‘broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us'. 


During the litany, participants were invited to mention walls that still 
separate, literally or figuratively, the people of the world. They spoke of 
walls of hostility which have brought open conflict to Yugoslavia, the 
division between black and white in the United States, the 200-kilometre wall 
which continues to divide North from South Korea and the wall formed by 
trenches in the sands of Western Sahara. 


Church of Ireland bishop Brian Hannon spoke of the ‘walls in the hearts and 
minds of the people of Ireland’. Birgitta Larsson (Church of Sweden) 
appealed for the breaking down of 'the wall we are now building around Europe’. 


Others mentioned the wall partitioning Cyprus, the wall between Mexico and the 
United States, the separation created by the global economic system between 
the wealthy West and the rest of the world, walls in the Philippines and the 
barrier between 'those who have homes and the homeless’. 


Leading the service were representatives of the four international church 
organizations at the Ecumenical Centre: WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, 
CEC General Secretary Jean Fischer, Sarah Stephens of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches and Kaanaeli Makundi of the Lutheran World Federation. WCC 
Central Committee moderator Aram Keshishian spoke the benediction. 


The Berlin Wall was. built in 1961. In its discussion of the Berlin crisis 
later that year, the WCC's Third Assembly (New Delhi) said that ‘political 
actions which split churches or families or divide Christian from Christian 
are matters we can under no circumstances condone’. Ten Third Assembly 
participants from East Germany were refused permission to come to New Delhi. 


In November 1989, Castro wrote to the churches in what was then still the 
German Democratic Republic that ‘with the breaking down of the Berlin wall you 
have entered a new epoch in European history. It is perhaps the Single most 
important development after the end of the Second World War’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.09.66 
GERMANY: LUTHERAN CHURCH 'EMBRACES' HOMOSEXUALS 
On 2 August the leadership of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Berlin-Brandenburg/Germany urged its congregations to "accept homosexual 
Christians as brothers and who should not be made to conceal their sexual 
Orientation', according to the September edition of the US-based Reformed 
Ecumenical Council publication News Exchange. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.09.67 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE DISCUSSES STATEMENT ON ECONOMIC LIFE 


At its meeting in Hanover in August 1988, the WCC Central Committee requested 
the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development to start a 
process which would lead to an Ecumenical Statement on Economic Life. 
Working through the WCC Advisory Group on Economic Matters (AGEM), a progress 
report was presented to the Central Committee in Moscow in July 1989. That 
meeting received the report with enthusiasm and recommended that this report 
be presented to the first full meeting of the Central Committee after the 
Seventh Assembly (EPS 91.08.18). 


On the fifth day of its 43rd meeting in Geneva (20-27 September), the Central 
Committee discussed the report, which has been titled ‘Economy as a matter of 
Faith: An Ecumenical Statement on Economic Life'. 


In his introductory remarks on the preparation of the report, Kim Yong-Bok, a 
(South) Korean theologian and moderator of the AGEM, called the Central 
Committee decision in Hanover ‘far-sighted’. He said the report was being 
presented now in order to ‘solicit comments' from the Central Committee. 

These comments, he said, will help in the compilation of the final draft to be 
presented to the Central Committee meeting next year. He said that the 
report documents the struggles and sufferings of the people all over the world 
and highlights the 'basic ecumenical framework' for a debate on the economy. 


The document says that economic matters are ecumenical matters; the economic 
dimensions of life touch the whole inhabited earth, the oikoumene. 
‘Therefore, economic issues have always been on the agenda of the ecumenical 
movement’, the document adds. 


In a half-hour debate on the report, several Committee members welcomed the 
document and described it as a basis for future ecumenical debate on the 
economy. Ian Allsop (Church of Christ in Australia) said that growing 
protectionism is eroding rural-based markets such as in his native Australia. 
He said the increased economic strength in Europe following the: establishment 
of a common market next year will have negative consequences on small markets. 


‘If protectionism goes on at this rate, we will have a situation in which when 
Europe sneezes, the US will catch a cold, and small markets will die of 
pneumonia’, he said. . 


Peter Lodberg (Evangelical Lutheran Church of Denmark) complained that the 
report contained ‘very strong language’. He wondered whether the choice of 
the language in the text was ‘serious’. 


Karel Blei (Netherlands Reformed Church) noted that the 'thesis' of the 
document ‘belongs to the central work of the WCC’. He however expressed 
disappointment in the report's ‘description of the realities of socialism’ and 
the treatment of the issue of population growth and birth control which, he 
said, were not dealt with adequately. 


Irmela Mueller-Stoever (Evangelical Church in Germany) said the report should 
not be ‘allowed to disappear in the piles of paper produced in the WCC' 
because it contained an affirmation of life. 


On the distribution of wealth, Thesiganesan Muttiah (Methodist Church, Sri 
Lanka) spoke of the ‘transfer of our enormous efforts and surplus in the Third 


World' to the developed countries. He urged the WCC to develop a programme 
of advocacy on the economy ‘because the churches on their own find it hard to 
address the issues adequately’. Eugene Turner (Presbyterian Church USA) 


wondered how the contents of the document could be translated into reality, 
‘since economic power is in the hands of nations' and not in the churches. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.09.68 
ECUVIEW: The Canberra Assembly, Mirror of Diversity (II) 


[This is the second part of an interview first carried in the August-September 
edition of the WCC magazine One World with General Secretary Emilio Castro. ] 


QUESTION: Let me return to the question of whether the WCC is not so diverse 
that it cannot speak coherently anymore - and not just on public issues. Is 
the WCC becoming so wide a forum for exchanging opinions that it is losing the 
concern for a specific Christian theological basis to what it Says and does.? 


--- The question is, do the Assembly documents - the message and the reports - 
imply in any way that everybody is right and nobody is wrong, that there are 
no clear criteria? 


I challenge anyone to show that any official Assembly document is not rooted 
in a clear trinitarian understanding and biblical authority. The debate is 
there, to be sure, but the coming-together in our affirmations corresponds to 
the common trinitarian faith. 


Q: The Orthodox reflections from Canberra suggest that one of the things that 
creates problems for the WCC is the fact that the aim of restoring the unity 
of the church is giving way to cooperative action in social, political and 
economic problems. Is the dimension of church unity losing out in the WCC?. 


EC: I hope not. But I am thankful to Orthodox and other friends who raise this 
question and thus oblige us to test what we are doing in relation to our 
vocation, our raison d'étre. 


For many years Orthodox churches in Eastern Europe were asking the WCC to make 
clear statements about peace - in Vietnam, for example - and they seemed not 
at all afraid that this might be detrimental to the search for unity of the 
church, Similarly, Orthodox churches in the Middle East ask us to be clear 
on the rights of the Palestinians and on the right of the Christian churches 
to the status quo in Jerusalem. 


The churches in South Africa are full of enthusiasm for the evangelization of 
the nation but are also clearly committed to eradicate apartheid. The 
churches in Korea (from where the greatest provocation came at the Canberra 
Assembly!) are fully involved in evangelistic work and in praising the name of 
Jesus ... . It is true that the way in which issues like the reunification of 
Korea or the rights of Aboriginal and minority peoples come on to our agenda 
may cause some to lose sight of the fact that we can serve on those frontiers 
precisely because we represent a family of churches, precisely because we are 
searching for the unity of the church. 


But I invite those who say that unity was not at the forefront in Canberra to 
read the Assembly documents. I doubt that any WCC Assembly since the first 
one in Amsterdam has given such priority to the question of the unity of the 


church, Indeed, one statement from Faith and Order on the unity of the 
church was accepted twice by the Assembly - once in a section report and once 
in a committee report. And this is a basic guiding document for our work in 


the coming period. ... 


Q: But is there a sense in which unity is understood today more in terms of 
responding to human diversity than to diversity within the Christian faith? 


EC: I don't think you could say that of Canberra, where the question of Holy 
Communion came forcefully, provocatively, to the forefront - precisely because 
people were aware that we cannot address the diversity in the world if we 
don't put our own house in order and overcome our internal divisions. [over] 


castro interview/4 


Q: But isn't it the case that despite this strong yearning for one 
eucharistic celebration, the predominant ecumenical urge these days seems to 
be to accommodate every possible category of person - youth, women, 
differently-abled people, Africans, Asians, Latin Americans, whatever - and 
that dealing with this diversity has become more important than dealing with 
the classic confessional differences that keep us apart at the Lord's table? 


EC: I would say yes, this has come to be a point of concentration in the last 
few years and we are at the point of having solved it. I mean we are close 
to the moment in which this could be taken for granted so that we could 
concentrate on the classical issues. 


But one correction. What you call ‘categories’ are the people of God, the 
church of Jesus Christ. To overcome divisions in the church between men and 
women is to work for the unity of the church. ... 


It would be sad if we would work on classical doctrinal divisions while the 
reality was creating new divisions not only among the churches but within each 
church. The accent on participation is not a diversion from growing into the 
unity of the church but a contribution to the total search for that unity. 
Granted, we have the serious problem that most of our churches, while not 
denying the participation of the whole people of God, say that it is in the 
ordained ministry that the church has recognized, over the centuries and 
today, its legitimate representatives. ... 


Q: At Canberra it was said quite openly on several different occasions that 
membership of the Roman Catholic Church in the WCC is not on the agenda in the 
foreseeable future. But isn‘t the litany of ‘areas of genuine cooperation" 
always the same list, which never quite seems to get finished - the Joint 
Working Group is working on mixed marriages, is working on ecumenical 
formation, and so on - but collaboration on social and ethical issues seems to 
shrink from the great ideals of Sodepax in the 1970s to the Joint Consultative 
Group in the 1980s and now virtually nothing at all. What is a realistic 
assessment of the status of WCC-Roman Catholic relationships? 


EC: Realistically, there are the positive things - which you describe as the 
same old litany, but it's good that they are still very much alive. There is 
a lot of collaboration between sectors of the WCC and corresponding Vatican 
bodies. ... 


Q: Let me ask a question that ties together the question of relations with 
the Roman Catholic Church with an issue of particular interest to you: the 
celebration of the 500th anniversary of the evangelization of the Americas 
next year, in which the Roman Catholic Church is taking active interest. The 
Canberra Assembly approached this anniversary from a rather different point of 
view. 


EC: I hope we are approaching it from the very same point of view - the 
attempt to recognize that the church came to the Americas 500 years ago. In 
that sense we are thankful for those who brought the gospel. I hope we are 


also in the same line in confessing and repenting of the mistakes of many in 
the churches who condoned the policy of exterminating Indians in North America 
Or occupying and subduing Indians and importing slaves into Latin America, 


Next year's commemoration cannot be a joyful event, because it must take the 
perspective of the Indians and the blacks, who paid and continue to pay a 
heavy price. We do not disclaim the gospel that has come to Latin America, 
but it is those who will be critical - the Indians and black people who have 
suffered over those 500 years - who should express gratitude for baptism into 
the Christian faith. So between this gratitude and repentance we need to 
look forward to next year’s remembrances. ...[EPS] 
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The Reformed Ecumenical Council (REC) will hold conferences on Urban Mission, 
Anthropology and Ethics, and What in the World are the Youth to Do? in 
Athens/Greecr. 18-22 May 1992. For registration and further information, 
write to REC, 2017 Eastern Avenue SE, Grand Rapids, MI USA 49507. 


Heard in our Land: Prayers for Life is a new book by Eugene F. Roop, 
published by Faithquest, the Brethren publishing house. Copies are available 
for US$7 from Faithquest, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120, USA. 


The following situation report is available from WCC/CICARWS, P.O. Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2: 


situation report (#2, 20 September) on Albanian refugees. 
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EPS 91.10.01 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE ROUNDUP 


Adoption of a new organizational structure for the World Council of Churches 
was the major action taken by the WCC Central Committee when it met in Geneva 
from 20-27 September. 


Among other agenda items for this first full meeting of the 158-member 
Committee (elected in February by the Seventh Assembly in Canberra, Australia) 
were actions on three public issues, in-depth evaluation of the Assembly, 
extensive discussion of the ‘common understanding and vision of the WCC' and 
an update on planning for two global ecumenical conferences set for 1993. 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro told journalists that the meeting was 
‘very encouraging’, with ‘a new mood of optimism and faith in the future of 
the ecumenical movement. There is a heavy agenda for us, but a glorious one.' 


Central to the new structure (EPS 91.09.56) are four programme units: Unity 
and Renewal; Mission, Education and Witness; Justice, Peace and Creation; and 
Sharing and Service. Since the early 1970s, WCC programmes have been divided 
into ‘three units (Faith and Witness; Justice and Service; Education and 
Renewal), each with four or five subunits. The elimination of the subunit 
level is expected to streamline management, thus lowering costs and bringing 
greater overall coherence to WCC programmes. 


Perceptions by member churches of a lack of coordination of the large number 
of separate WCC programmes had led already in 1988 tto discussions of 
reorganization. But when a proposal was brought to the previous Central 
Committee in March 1990, it decided that any action should be postponed until 
after the Assembly. 


An Advisory Committee made up of the WCC Executive Committee and specialists 
in major areas of ecumenical concern was convened in July 1991; on the basis 
of concerns identified by the Assembly, staff consultations and an outside 
analysis of WCC governance, budgeting and organization, it prepared the basic 
proposal now adopted by the Central Committee. 


Implementation of the new structure in the months ahead will involve giving 
definite shape to the programmes of each unit and preparing new assignments 
for staff, taking into consideration the financial need to reduce the total 
number of employees to 270 by the end of 1992. 


For 1992 the Committee approved a budget (EPS 91.10.07 in this issue) of 
40.6 million Swiss francs. A projected deficit of 2.8 million Swiss francs 
will be covered by operating fund balances. The finance committee spoke 
optimistically of prospects for presenting a balanced budget for 1993 to the 
Central Committee next August. 


In action on public issues, the Committee issued a statement on next year's 
500th anniversary of the arrival of Europeans in the Americas and sent letters 
to the churches in Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union. 


The statement on commemoration of 1492 (EPS 91.10.03 in this issue) insists 
that the voices of indigenous and black peoples of the Americas and the 
Caribbean - ‘the victims of invasion, slavery, exploitation and extermination' 
- be heard. It calls on churches to support these communities ‘in the steps 
and actions they are undertaking to celebrate resistance and life, and to 
strengthen the will to live in the midst of injustice and oppression, awaiting 
the promise of faith’. Churches and ecumenical bodies in the Americas were 
commended for their calls 'to repent and to stand clearly alongside the black 
and the indigenous peoples of the Americas'. [over] 


central committee roundup/2 


The situation of the churches to whom the Committee wrote was detailed in two 
hearings in which church representatives from Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union 
spoke. The letter to Yugoslavian churches expresses the Committee's sympathy 
and dismay about the situation and asks them to ‘contribute by witness in word 
and deed to a permanent ceasefire, an end to violence, and the coming of peace 
... Even if past wounds repeatedly open up again, we owe it to our children to 
serve the future by practising forgiveness.' The Committee endorsed efforts by 
the Conference of European Churches and the Council of European [Catholic] 
Bishops Conferences to bring Yugoslavian church leaders together. 


The letter to the churches in the Soviet Union (EPS 91.10.09 in this issue) 
Supports ‘the courageous stand taken by various church leaders, clergy and 
laity’ during the failed August coup. Describing their stand 'on the side of 
democracy and hope' as ‘an inspiration to all in an uncertain future', the 
Committee pledged ‘to uphold and support churches and believers in their 
efforts for political renewal, freedom and respect for human rights in ail 
societies which make up the USSR’. 


An open letter by persons at the meeting from churches in Canada, Cuba and the 
US asked Central Committee members for ‘solidarity and prayer for the churches 
and people of Cuba' and declared that ‘on the basis of our commitment to 
justice, freedom and love, we cannot condone nor justify actions such as the 
[US] economic embargo, which increase the suffering of the Cuban people’. 


The three-hour discussion of the Seventh Assembly (EPS 91.09.52) was 
intended both to aid the Committee as it looks ahead to the Eighth Assembly in 
1998, which it must plan, and to identify issues emerging from Canberra ‘which 
might be of significance for future theological reflection within the WCC'. 
Members noted tensions arising in Canberra from growing pluralism in the 
ecumenical movement, demands for greater participation ‘by all the people of 
God' and conflicts between an Assembly's deliberative and _ celebrative 
functions. 


Two ninety-minute plenary sessions also allowed a broad range of members to 
speak about the ‘common understanding and vision of the WCC’ (EPS 91.09.45) 
in view of changes in the churches, the ecumenical movement and the world 
since the Council's founding in 1948. Results of this discussion will guide 
preparations of a study guide on the nature of the WCC for use in the churches 
in the coming years. On the basis of responses to this study, it is hoped that 
in 1995 the Central Committee will adopt a concise affirmation on how the WCC 
relates to member churches, non-member churches and other Christian groups. 


Much of the discussion centred on concerns expressed by Orthodox churches and 
evangelicals in their reflections on Canberra. Observing that the Committee 
members' comments had focussed less on the WCC as an organization than on 
‘pivotal questions about our togetherness as churches', Moderator Aram 


Keshishian suggested that the WCC be seen as ‘a concrete manifestation of our 
interrelatedness'. 


The Committee heard updates on planning for two global ecumenical conferences 
in 1993: the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order and the Ecumenical 
Global Gathering of Youth and Students (EPS 91.09.64). Youth and Faith and 
Order conferences were prominent in early ecumenical history; but the last 


worldwide ecumenical youth conference was in 1953 in Kottayam, India, and the 
last world Faith and Order conference was in 1963 in Montreal. 


The Central Committee's next meeting (during which it will elect a successor 
to Castro) will be in Geneva from 21-28 August 1992. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.02 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE ON COMMON UNDERSTANDING, VISION OF WCC 


A wide-ranging discussion of the ‘common understanding and vision of the World 
Council of Churches' was on the agenda for the penultimate day of the Central 
Committee meeting in Geneva (20-27 September). 


Comments by the four persons who introduced the topic and some two dozen 
Committee members who spoke during two ninety-minute plenary sessions will 
form background material for a group that General Secretary Emilio Castro will 
convene to prepare a study guide on the WCC for member churches. By 1995, it 
is hoped that the Central Committee can adopt a concise affirmation of the 
common understanding of the WCC. 


Consultation on the ‘common understanding and vision’ of the WCC - and how 
this bears on the Council's relations to member churches, non-member churches 
and other Christian groups - was mandated by the previous Central Committee in 


1989 and discussed at the Canberra Assembly. 


A document prepared for the current meeting says major changes in churches, 
the ecumenical movement and the world since the WCC was founded in 1948 
heighten the need to explore these issues anew, in order ‘to affirm and build 
on the dreams and achievements of the past, to learn the lessons which our 
common history holds and to renew that legacy creatively for the future’. 


The speakers who opened the discussion emphasized four different perspectives 
on how the WCC is to be understood. Albert Laham (Patriarchate of Antioch) 
introduced a document on ‘The Orthodox churches and the WCC’, prepared at an 
inter-Orthodox consultation in Geneva earlier in September (EPS 91.09.27). 
Priyanka Mendis (Anglican, Sri Lanka), one of the WCC's presidents, explained 
the principles and concerns behind a paper submitted to the Assembly on 
"Promoting Youth in the WCC'. Walter Arnold (Evangelical Church in Germany) 
spoke on ‘What do evangelicals expect of the WCC?'. Describing himself as a 
‘practical’ rather than ‘classical' ecumenist, Melvin Talbert (United 
Methodist Church, USA), spoke of ‘a re-emerging vision of the WCC as a servant 
to the churches in their quest for oneness’. 


In a moving autobiographical account, Talbert said he learned what ‘oneness in 
Christ’ means in the small Methodist church in Louisiana where he grew up, the 
son of a sharecropper who had less than a year of formal schooling. The only 
restrictions on the openness of the communion table there, Talbert said, were 
those which an individual placed on himself or herself; ‘yet the Methodist 
Church historically drew a wall of colour around the table'. Churches, he 
said, should .'bring to the arena of the WCC all the reasons we can identify 
for why we cannot come to the table together, and then let those reasons 
become the agenda for our search for a greater understanding of our oneness in 
Christ’. 


Noting that the churches had not delegated enough young people to Canberra to 
make possible the hoped-for 20 per cent representation on the Central. 
Committee of people under 30, Mendis called for implementation of a proposal 
to select non-voting youth advisers to bring the number of young people 
present at Central Committee meetings up to 20 per cent. Discussions of how to 
improve youth representation at the Eighth Assembly should begin now, she said. 


Mendis. urged the Council to settle the issue of representation for young 
people, ‘so that we can start talking about wider issues'. Given that young 
people are in the forefront of struggles for change, self-determination and 
democratization, she asked, ‘who could better tell us about human rights, 
unemployment, racism, drug abuse, broken families?' [over] 
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In the discussion which followed, Moderator Aram Keshishian noted, the 
Committee members ‘did not speak so much about the WCC.as an organization ‘as 
about our interrelatedness as churches ... We raised pivotal questions about 
our togetherness.' The WCC, Keshishian suggested, is ‘a concrete manifestation 
of our interrelatedness'. 


Many of the comments from Committee members focussed on WCC relations with 
Orthodox churches and with evangelicals. But Castro, who described the latest 
Orthodox document as a ‘calm reflection and solid contribution', said that the 
‘theological agenda' set forth in it and in the evangelical reflections from 
Canberra should be put together ‘with the passion of youth and the nostalgia 
for a common table expressed by Bishop Talbert'. 


Among items in the Orthodox text which elicited comment was its insistence 
that the WCC is a ‘council of churches, not of individuals, groups, movements 
or religious bodies'. Karel Blei (Netherlands Reformed Church) detected in the 
former claim an inconsistency with the separate statements Orthodox sometimes 
make on ecum2nical issues. ‘The WCC is not a council of "traditions" either', 
Blei said. And Klaus Wilkens (Evangelical Church in Germany) insisted that the 
church takes different shapes and that ‘without the input from groups and 
movements the WCC would not be what it is today’. 


Laham said that the Orthodox did not intend to ignore the role of Christian 
groups and movements. ‘We have movements of renewal in the Orthodox Church as 
well', he said. ‘There is no unity without renewal, but renewal that leads to 
division is not renewal at all.' 


Many speakers welcomed the ecumenical openness of the evangelical statement at 
the Canberra Assembly. David Guy of the Salvation Army suggested regular 
consultations with such evangelicals both to '‘reassure' WCC member churches 
and to challenge the evangelical community to greater ecumenical participation. 


Metropolitan Chrysostomos (Church of Greece) warmly praised the closeness of 
the evangelical statement to Orthodox positions and its emphasis on the 
authority of the Bible. He suggested that bilateral evangelical-Orthodox 
dialogue is a way forward to visible unity. But Michael Peers (Anglican, 
Canada) expressed some ‘slight anxiety' that too quickly identifying 
commonalities between evangelicals and Orthodox might divert attention from 
what he called the ‘richest ecumenical experience' - that of confronting 
differences and discovering that 'some things I thought were universal truths 
of the faith are in fact only Western ideas'. 


Prakai Nontawasee of the (United) Church of Christ in Thailand spoke of an 
‘explosion of evangelical groups from North America and Europe' which is 
having a detrimental impact on many Asian churches, including her own, 
polarizing members around the dimensions of ‘personal’ and ‘social' salvation. 
Korean Presbyterian Park Jong-Wha described the often-difficult relations 
between ecumenically- and evangelically-minded Christians in his country. 
Presbyterian churches in Korea are among the fastest-growing in the world, he 
said, ‘but it is a cause of great shame that they are also dividing faster 
than any others’. 


In a press conference following the two sessions, Arnold reiterated that his 
presentation had centred on evangelicals within WCC member churches. ‘There 
are also evangelicals in the large evangelical organizations [World 
Evangelical Fellowship and Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization] who do 
not care for the WCC', he said. ‘Evangelicals need to dialogue among 
themselves about the importance of ecumenical participation.' [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.03 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE ON THE '500 YEARS', YUGOSLAVIA, SOVIET UNION 


The WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva unanimously approved (26 
September) a statement on the fifth centenary of the ‘discovery of America’ 
and letters to the churches in Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union which were 
prepared by the Committee on Public Issues. 


Presenting the statement and the letters to the Committee, Aaron Tolen 
(Presbyterian Church of Cameroon) said that in preparing the three documents 
the Committee on Public Issues was guided by the churches' concerns on the 
issues highlighted in the texts. 


The statement on the anniversary commemoration says the indigenous people and 
black peoples of the Americas and the Caribbean, ‘must be heard. They and 
their fathers and mothers have been the victims of invasion, slavery, 
exploitation and extermination’. 


Most members who spoke on the statement were largely calling for amendments to 
the choice of words. 


Maran Zau Yaw (Myanmar Baptist Convention) wondered why the Committee should 
issue a statement which ‘reminds us' of what happened 500 years ago. As 
Christians we should learn to forgive and forget, he suggested. 


Maxim Tito Pasco (Philippine Independent Church) said he had difficulty with a 
call for repentance contained in the statement. He suggested that those who 
were victims of the extermination should not be the ones to seek repentance. 
‘Those who perpetrated these acts are the ones who should seek repentance', he 
said. 


Tolen responded that the Committee was speaking as a cooperative body, noting 
that some of the descendants of the colonizers of the Americas ‘are among us'. 


The letter to the churches in Yugoslavia said the Central Committee now has a 
"better understanding' of the situation there after listening to bishops from 
four churches in the strife-torn country on 23 September. 


"We earnestly ask you to contribute by your witness in word and deed to a 
permanent cease-fire, an end to violence, and the coming of peace -...', 'the 
letter said. 


To the churches in the Soviet Union, the Committee said that the WCC supports 
"the courageous stand taken by various church leaders, clergy and laity' 
during the period of the attempted coup (19-23 August). 


‘The decision to stand on the side of democracy and hope is an inspiration to 
all in an uncertain future - a future full of trial, challenge, and 
opportunity, that may one day fulfil the dreams and aspirations of your 
fathers and mothers'. 


Metropolitan David of Sukhumi and Abkhazeti (Georgian Orthodox Church) agreed 
with the contents of the letter but urged the Committee also to send a 
telegram to the head of the Georgian Orthodox Church because of the tense 
Situation there. 


Tolen suggested that the Committee request the general secretary to adapt the 
letter to other parts of the Soviet Union. The suggestion was carried. 
[over ] 
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The Committee on Public Issues proposed that letters be sent to the heads of 
churches in the Middle East, to Lord Carrington, who is leading efforts by the 
European Community for peace in Yugoslavia and to the Pacific Conference of 
Churches, to express support for the actions the PCC assembly took at its 
assembly last month. 


Edwin Mulder (Reformed Church in America) read the Committee letter written by 
Cuban and North American delegates on the situation in Cuba in which they 
expressed dismay at the continued US economic embargo on Cuba. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.04 
USA: LUTHERAN ASSEMBLY OPPOSES DEATH PENALTY 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Churchwide Assembly meeting 
in Orlando/Florida approved (31 August) a statement opposing the use of 
capital punishment in the US criminal justice system. 


With a vote of 907 to 89, the assembly approved the statement which asks 
church members to work actively to abolish the death penalty. In calling for 
the abolition of the death penalty, the statement supports ‘alternative and 
appropriate punishment for capital crime, including the possibility of life 
sentence without parole’. 


The statement, though adopted by the national decision-making body of the 
church, is not binding on individual members. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.05 
KENYA: GOVT OFFICIAL ACCUSES CHURCHES OF DESTABILIZING AUTHORITY 


A Kenyan government minister has accused Kenyan church leaders of giving 
protection to anti-government 'elements' and receiving foreign aid intended to 
destabilize the Kenyan government. 


Arthur Magugu, Kenya's minister of commerce, said the church leaders are 
working to topple the government of President Daniel arap Moi which has ruled 
Kenya as a one party state since 1982. 


In the recent past churches and other groups have been calling for the 
introduction of multi-party politics in Kenya. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.06 
SOUTH AFRICA: ANGLICAN BISHOPS TO DISCUSS LIFTING OF SANCTIONS 


The Synod of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa has 
decided to convene an urgent consultation to discuss ‘when and how sanctions 
should be lifted so as to bring the maximum possible benefit to all South 
Africans', according to a 23 September report in the UK-based Church of 
England newspaper. 


The bishops also want to discuss ‘how best new investment could be channelled 
to ensure that it promotes reconstruction and development’. 


Headed by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the synod includes bishops from Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland. 


The bishops said it was their conviction that sanctions had been a success. 
They pointed to the admission by a government minister earlier that sanctions 
had forced the South African government to change, the Church of England 
newspaper said. [EPS] 
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CENTRAL COMMITTEE APPROVES 1992 BUDGET 


1990 accounts and a proposed 1992 budget were approved by the WCC Central 
Committee meeting in Geneva (20-27 September). The Committee received the 
report of a finance committee mandated to study the Council's present and 
future financial situation. 


In a session devoted to finance, the WCC Central Committee on 26 September 
received a report from the finance committee focussing on the Council's 
difficult financial situation and ways to deal with it. 


Presenting the report, finance committee moderator Birgitta Rantakari noted an 
overall decline in support from member churches over the past ten years in 
real terms. 


While identifying inflation as one cause, the report states that many member 
churches have made no financial contribution to the Council in 1990 or even, 
in some cases, over the past decade. 


On the 1991 budget, characterized by a projected 3.2 million Swiss franc 
deficit - to be covered by operating balances - the report notes that overall 
expenditure so far this year has been below budget levels. 


It reveals that two prior attempts to produce a _ balanced budget for 1992 
failed and that the WCC Executive Committee meeting in Canberra in February 
therefore recommended substantial reductions in staff and administrative cost 
centres. 


The 1992 budget of 40.6 million Swiss francs submitted for consideration by 
the meeting takes this recommendation, along with those of an Advisory Group 
that met in Geneva in July, into account. 


It is. based on the Council's revised organizational structure [EPS 91.09.56] 
and on,.a maximum anticipated number of staff of 294 as compared to the 
‘affordable' number of 270. 


A projected deficit of 2.8 million Swiss francs equals what it will cost to 
employ staff in excess of the approved 270 level. 


Following Rantakari's presentation, the Committee approved the 1990 financial 
report and audited accounts. It also approved the proposed budget for 1992 on 
the understanding that the deficit could once again be covered from operating 
fund balances, but that expenditure would otherwise be limited to the income 
available, and in the knowledge that efforts will be made to reach the target 
of 270 staff by December 1992 at the latest. 


In view of the fact that the new Programme Units would need time to define and 
cost their priorities, no preliminary 1993 budget was submitted. Nevertheless, 
it was noted with satisfaction that, with the new structure in place and total 
Staff limited to 270 by 1993, the prospects of a balanced budget for that year 
would greatly improve. 


WCC staff were asked to submit a preliminary 1993 budget to the Executive 
Committee in March and to the next Central Committee in August 1992 for final 
approval, on the understanding that budgeted expenditure not exceed the 
Central Committee approved 1992 budget anticipated income for that year. 


Another motion calling on Central Committee members to encourage churches in 
their regions or with whom they are in contact to make regular membership 
contributions, according to their means, and increase their giving at least by 
the level of their own inflation rates, was also carried. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.08 
ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION WARNS OF ECOLOGICAL DESTRUCTION OF THE AMAZON 


Delegates to an international ecumenical consultation in the northern 
Brazilian city of Para (Belem state) warned of the dangers of ecological 
destruction in the Amazon district and expressed deep concern about the 
precarious situation of Indians, rubber tappers, landless peasants and gold 
prospectors there. 


The mid-September consultation, convened by CONIC, the Brazilian national 
council of churches, brought together 70 people from churches and base 
communities in the host country as well as Germany, the US, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Norway and Japan. 


Sociologist Lucio Flavio Pinto told the conference that Brazil's northern 
industrial states are, because of their share in the huge industrial projects 
of iron mines and dams, co-responsible for the deforestation of 12 per cent of 
the Amazon réein forest. 


Orlandino Bare, of the Union of Indian Peoples of the Brazilian Amazonia, 
spoke of a ‘process of genocide', saying that progress has brought the Indians 
only hunger, illness and death. 


In a concluding ‘Letter from Belem', participants asked churches in wealthy 
countries to support a worldwide campaign to forgive the external debt of the 
poor countries and to support boycotts of products made from agricultural and 
industrial activities which destroy the Amazon environment. 


Participants also called on churches to take part in the non-governmental 
organization (NGO) forum during the June 1992 United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED), which will meet in Rio de Janeiro. 


During the conference, a delegation from the Evangelical Church in Germany 
(EKD) offered the Brazilian churches a newly-published study investigating the 
tension between environmental protection and development projects which uses 
the Amazon region as an example. 


While in Belem, a group of participants visited five men and two women who had 
been imprisoned since 17 June in Maraba, Para, on the charge of occupying 
State land. A protest letter to the chief judicial officer in Belem 
enumerated a series of violations of the law which it said are openly 
practised throughout the Amazon region. 


Landless peasants, the letter affirmed, are persecuted by the police and 
treated like bandits, while known assassins and those who hire them are 
treated as privileged people outside the reach of the law. 


The release of the seven on 16 September was directly attributed to pressure 
from the church representatives. Rui Bernhard, secretary of the Lutheran 
mission, called it a concrete example of how the churches can be in solidarity 
with the poorest. 


Lawyers for the former prisoners have addressed a new request to the tribunal 
to demand that the charges against them be dropped. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.09 
ECUTEXT: WCC Central Committee on the Soviet Union, '500 Years' 


(This. letter to the churches in the Soviet Union and the statement below on 
the '500 Years' were issued by the WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva 
20-27 September. ] 


The members of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting 
in Geneva 20-27 September 1991, greet you. Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. He D be 


In a special hearing during our meeting, we were privileged to learn from the 
churches. in the Soviet Union of their reflections on the recent crisis in your 
country and actions taken during that time. Recalling, in particular, 
appeals made by Alexy II, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia, together with 
two members of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church who were in 
Moscow, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches expresses its 
Support for the courageous stand taken by various church leaders, clergy and 
laity in the challenging times before, during and after the 19-23 August coup 
in the USSR. 


The decision to stand on the side of democracy and hope is an inspiration to 
all ..in = an uncertain future - a future full of trial, challenge, and 
Opportunity, that may one day fulfil the dreams and aspirations of your 
fathers and mothers. 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches commits itself to 
uphold and support churches and believers in their efforts for political 
renewal, freedom, and respect for human rights in all societies which make up 
the USSR. At the same time, dear brothers and sisters, we hold you in our 
prayers as you contribute to the spiritual renewal of the life of the people 
and the consolidation of life-affirming processes which are going on within 
your country... .[EPS] 


ees 


The year nineteen hundred and ninety-two will mark the fifth centenary of the 
‘discovery of America’. Many initiatives are being planned throughout the 
world and in the American hemisphere, highlighting the international nature of 
this commemoration, especially in South and North America, the Caribbean, 
Europe and Africa. It confers a special relevance to this event, not free of 
tensions, in which the churches participate or are called to participate in 
the acts of commemoration. 


In. 1992, the indigenous and black peoples of the Americas, and the Caribbean, 
must be heard. They, and their fathers and mothers, have been the victims of 
invasion, slavery, exploitation and extermination. Their history has been 
one of resistance, in hope, to their victimization. Together with other 
oppressed and poor of the Americas, they have struggled to survive the 
precariousness of daily life. They press for signs of life and persevere in 
the search for dignity and justice. 


We call upon the churches and the international ecumenical community to 
Support the black and indigenous communities in the steps and actions they are 
undertaking to celebrate resistance and life, and to Strengthen the will to 
live.in the midst of injustice and Oppression, awaiting the promise of 
faith. We commend and support the work of the national and regional councils 
of churches and those churches in the Americas which uphold the bold witness 
of many members of the Christian community, as they call us to repent and to 
Stand clearly alongside the black and the indigenous peoples of the Americas, 
and to share with them in their costly ministry of reconciliation. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: WCC Central Committee Members on Cuban Situation 


[This is the text of an open letter written by Cuban, Canadian and US members 
of the WCC Central Committee on the situation in Cuba. ] 


At the dawn of this century, missionaries from US Protestant churches arrived 
in Cuba and helped, together with Cuban Protestants, to create the first 
congregations in the island. 


Many of those missionary pioneers insisted upon the importance that Cuban 
churches be led by Cuban people, and that initiated a processthrough which 
Cuban churches eventually achieved autonomy. All this gave birth to a 
Significant relationship which is now part of our common partnership and 
missionary heritage. 


Throughout the past 32 years of far-reaching social, political and economic 
changes in Cuba, the churches in Canada, Cuba and the United Sates have 
fostered and upheld communication and solidarity links amidst the tension and 
conflict which have characterized the relationship between the USA and Cuban 
governments mainly. 


Churches from these countries have assumed and developed a rich ministry of 
reconciliation among their peoples, and have undertaken a ministry of mutual 
assistance to their respective congregations. Despite the political crisis, 
the mutual misunderstandings and the US economic embargo imposed on Cuba, our 
common faith, has gone beyond the walls of separation among our people. 


Participants from Canada, Cuba and the United States have met during the 
sessions of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, in Geneva, 
20-27 September 1991, to learn more about the Cuban _ situation. These 
meetings have helped us to appreciate the difficult situation that the Cuban 
people are facing today. 


Faithful to this ministry of reconciliation, we ask participants in this 
Central Committee to join us in solidarity and prayer for the churches and 
people of Cuba. We pray God that our churches be bestowed with wisdom to 
carry out their mission at this trying time. 


It is a responsibility of the ecumenical community to sustain the Cuban 
churches in this crucial moment and to find means to assist the people in 
their needs. 


Beyond any political partisanship, we wish to express our concern for the 
Cuban people who are besieged by so many economic difficulties. Furthermore, 
the ability to meet the basic needs of the Cuban people is limited by the 
economic embargo. Christian faith teaches us that our relationships are to 
be based on love. 


This teaching mandates that we, in practical ways, care for each other's 
well-being. Upon the basis of our commitment to justice, freedom and love, 
we cannot condone neither justify actions such as the economic embargo, which 
increase the suffering of the Cuban people. 


We call upon churches and members of the international ecumenical community to 
accompany the Cuban churches and the Cuban people in the process of finding 
ways for a fair and timely solution of their problems. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Latin American Women Seek Relevant Theology (Mary Judith Ress) 


(This item first appeared in the 29 August edition of Latinamerica Press. 
Ress is a US journalist currently living in Chile. ] 


All over Latin America a growing number of women are searching for an adequate 
theology, spirituality and ritual to give expression to their feminist 
insights. 


There are two currents here. One is being spearheaded by women closely 
connected to the progressive wing of the region's Catholic and Protestant 
churches identified with liberation theology and with the Christian base 
community (CEB) movement. The other includes feminists who traditionally 
have rejected the church as hopelessly sexist yet find themselves yearning for 
a spiritual centre. 


The ‘first current is easier to track. During the past 20 years, women - 
especially poor women - have been forced to work outside the home to make ends 
meet, have joined unions and other advocacy groups and in the process began to 
discover the causes of their oppression. With this new awareness, their 
image of God has also changed: The divinity is no longer a stern father to 
whom one owes submission but, in the words of a Brazilian factory worker, ‘an 
energy that will not let me bow to the will of my people's oppressors’. 


This awareness was nurtured by liberation theology, a System of reflection 
developed by clergy and religious involved in the struggles of the poor and 
who re-read the Bible in light of the oppressed majority. 


"We've discovered that ali poor people are oppressed', said Barbara M. de 
Souza, a United Church of Christ pastor in Brazil. "It's just that poor 
women are more oppressed, and black and indigenous women even more so.' 


Although Latin American feminist theologians are few and far between - Ivone 
Gebara and Maria Clara Bingemer of Brazil and Elsa Tamez of Costa Rica being 
the most well-known - they all agree that sexism must be seen within, not 
apart from, the overall oppression suffered by the continent's poor. They 
insist that this overriding concern for liberation does not excuse church 
people or theologians from addressing the violence of Latin American machismo. 


They challenged their male counterparts and those working with the CEB 
movement to make the struggle against patriarchy - within the church and in 
society as a whole - a constitutive element, not just one more theme on their 
theological and pastoral agendas. 


Cuban Presbyterian Pastor Ofelia Ortega said that Latin American women of 
faith ‘must search for our own identity, our own faith experience, which has 
been formed outside the centres of power; we share the unifying experience of 
our centuries-old cultural, economic, social and religious oppression’. 


For Bingemer, feminist insights can rescue liberation theology from being 
Over-rational by emphasizing its intuitive, mystical, poetic - even erotic - 
Side. ‘Women are much more concrete than men, much less compartmentalized, 
more integrated - and we can enrich liberation theology with that wholeness, 
that creativity and sense of Surprise', said Bingemer. 


For Ortega, Bingemer and others, a major task is to reclaim women's 
‘subversive memory' -— that history left out of the Biblical narratives and the 
formation of the early church. [over] 
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Christian feminists have re-discovered women such as the prophet Miriam (Ex. 
15:21), they still wrestle with the painfully blatant patriarchal texts. 
They are particularly critical of the version of Mary they have been handed. 


‘The church offers us the model of Mary as virgin and mother', said Costa 
Rican feminist theologian Cora Ferro. "Sanctity, we are told, is not found 
in anything we do, but in the acceptance of one or the other state in life. 

This attitude overlooks Mary's defiant song of liberation in the Magnificat 
and her stance at the foot of the cross, which was a courageous political act.' 


Christian feminists are, however, enthusiastic about the new insights emerging 
from the CEB movement. Regina Molina is a 55-year-old widow who is the 
founder and leader of a CEB in the northern Santiago slum of Pudahuel and a 
member of the team at ‘Casa Malen', a neighbourhood centre for women. 


Both a militant Christian and feminist, Molina separates her faith in God and 
her commitmert to the church. ‘God is both father and mother, relationship, 
energy, creation, earth', she said. ‘The church can be a means to encounter 
God. --- But the institutional church is a real dictatorship. It uses 
women, but never recognizes us; it gives us everything but authority, which 
of course dehumanises and demoralises us.' 


Alicia Sanhueza, 60, has been a leader of her CEB in a shantytown in western 
Santiago as well as a pastoral coordinator on the diocesan level. Today she 
is on the staff of DOMOS, a women's social service centre. ‘I don't find my 
Christian commitment and my commitment to feminism contradictory, but it took 
me a long time to see how they were connected', she said. ‘To believe in the 
God of life is compatible with my feminism because we women give life. We 
are co-creators with God. ... For me, God is energy - energy within me, within 
each one of us.' 


Sanhueza says she nourishes this spirituality in three ways; by surrounding 
herself with women who share these same experiences; by re-reading the Bible 
from a feminist perspective; and most recently, through nature, the cosmos, 
the infinite. 


Both Molina and Sanhueza say that they no longer feel they are anomalies among 
Chilean shantytown women. ‘With each passing day, I meet more barrio women 
who describe the same experience', said Sanhueza. Both say the CEBs nurture 
this broader sense of God as energy and empower women to believe in their 
ability to accomplish what they set out to do. 


The second current in feminist spirituality is coming from the region's 
feminist movement itself. Interest in feminist theology and spirituality is 
quite new, however, and most feminists who struggle with the more pressing 
issues of violence against women, reproductive rights, power and politics, do 
not see it as a front-burner question to be grappled with in the immediate 
future. The region's feminist movement was in large part launched by women 
disenchanted with leftist political parties and intellectual circles that were 
traditionally anti-clerical and this perhaps offers a clue to their lack of 
interest. 


Where Christian and secular feminists meet is in their efforts to research the 
culture and belief systems of the original peoples of this continent in an 


effort to unearth prepatriarchal ways of relating. The search has led 
Christian feminists to stretch beyond Christianity for manifestations of the 
Holy. It has also forced’ secular feminists, most of whom are middle class, 


to listen closely to their indigenous and black sisters for clues from the 
past in order to project a post-patriarchal vision of society. [EPS] 


| | 


ye Re iy 
UMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


sox: 2100, CH-1211 Geneva 2 Phone: (41-22) 7916515 Fax: (41-22) 7981346 Telex: 415730 OIKCH Editor: Ken Sililo Mubu 


(58/30) 
(15/10) 


FOR THE PERIOD 11-20 OCTOBER 1991 


. 
Wd oy 
Con 


Finnish, Swedish Lutheran church leaders in talks with WCC officials OTs 10012 


European church leader warns of dangers of ethnic nationalism or 
Malaysian Christians criticize amended land acquisition act 14 
Dimitrios I, Orthodox church leader dies in Turkey ps) 
Czechoslovakia: political leader praises church's Spiritual role ag aie 
Germany: Methodist representatives meet, discuss common concerns aed 
Zambia: evangelist 'receives divine word', warns of political strife a 
Zimbabwe: Baptist youth to meet in world conference .19 
Group appeals to African ecumenical body for mediation in Somali impasse 220 
Proposed Orthodox conference on environment receives royal ‘blessing’ it 
Australia: Adventist general conference to be held A fags 
British church leaders write to Yugoslavia, appeal for peace a 
USA: women's Christian body to celebrate fifty years 24 
Baptists rate environment ‘primary ethical issue for our time' ceo 
Vietnamese church receives permission to celebrate birthday -26 
European ecumenical consultation discusses challenges for the churches wc? 
USA: a new call to peace-making launched 28 
ECUTEXTS: Central Committee Letter to Churches in Yugoslavia .29 
WCC on the Military Coup in Haiti .30 
WCC on the Situation in Zaire woe 
PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings saz 
ECUVIEW: Christianity in Malaysia 733 


imenical Press Service provides news and information about the ecumenical movement. Its material may be freely reproduced with acknowledgement. EPS is a service of 
World Council of Churches in partnership with the World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World YWCA. Opinions expressed are not 
€ssarily those of the WCC or the partners. 


Ecumenical Press Service: Year 58 / Issue 30 
SHOPTALK 
EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 
49.50 US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss 
Francs, 79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 
295 French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


keekk kek ke Kk KR KR KR KR KR KR KR KR KR KR KR KOKORO OKA OK OK OKR KR OK KR Ke Ke 


The Christian Conference of Asia wishes to fill the following six executive 
positions which will fall vacant in mid-1992 or early 1993. The six 
positions are Executive Secretary in each of the following: Mission and 
Evangelism, Theological Concerns, Education, Women's Concerns, Communications, 
and International Affairs. Further information, including job descriptions, 
is available from the General Secretary, Christian Conference of Asia, 2 
Jordan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. Telimn (852)a722e1 13% eandasi2ea2i4. Fax: 
C3852)" 7 21" .GO0G? All applications should reach the above address by 31 
December 1991. 


A list, with prices, of new books and forthcoming WCC publications is 
available from the WCC/Bookshop, Box 2100, Geneva 2. 


The WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva (20-27 September) approved the 
following new WCC staff appointments: Marilia Schuller, Brazil/Methodist 
to be executive secretary for four years in the Programme on Women Under 
Racism; Salwa Morcos, Egypt/Coptic (Oriental) Orthodox to be programme 
secretary for women in rural development for four years. 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro begins a pastoral visit to South Africa, 
12-23 October (EPS 91.07.02). Journalists wishing to receive faxed stories 
on the visit - at their own expense - and further information, should contact 
the Editor, Ecumenical Press Service, Tel: (022) 791 6515, Fax: (022) 798 
1346, Geneva/Switzerland. 


The WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva (20-27 September) approved 
applications for full membership to the World Council of Churches of the 
following churches. Reformed Church in Zambia, the Protestant Church in 
West Indonesia, and the Protestant Church in South-East Sulawesi, bringing 
the total WCC membership to 320. 


A special isue of the WCC publication Refugees titled ‘Refugees and Asylum 
Seekers in a Common European House' produced by the Joint European Churches' 
Working Group on Asylum and Refugees of the Conference of European Churches 
and World Council of Churches, is available from the ECWGAR Secretariat, 150 
route de Ferney, 1211 Geneva 2/Switzerland. Tel: (022) 791 6234, Fax: (022) 
TIIMOSGOL: 


The following situation reports are availble from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 
Geneva 2, 
Situation report (#4, 2 October) on Rwanda conflict 
situation report (#20, 2 October) on Sudan emergency relief 
Situation report (#12, 2 October) on famine and peace in Ethiopia 
Situation report (#12, 2 October) on Middle East’ conflict 
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EPS 91.10.12 
FINNISH, SWEDISH LUTHERAN CHURCH LEADERS IN TALKS WITH WCC OFFICIALS, STAFF 


The heads of two large Nordic Lutheran churches visited the Ecumenical Centre 
on 2-3 October for consultations with officials and staff of the World Council 
of Churches, Lutheran World Federation and Conference of European Churches. 


Archbishops John Vikstrom of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and 
Bertil Werkstrom of the Church of Sweden travelled on from Geneva to Rome, 
where they joined Pope John Paul II in a 5 October ecumenical service in the 
basilica of St Peter, commemorating the 600th anniversary of the canonization 
of St Bridget, patron saint of Sweden. 


The daughter of a wealthy 14th-century family, Bridget founded a monastery in 
Vadstena, began numerous charitable works and served in the court of King 
Magnus of Sweden. She made pilgrimages throughout Europe and, having a 
vision of Christ after her husband's death, went to Italy, where she worked 
for the return of the pope from Avignon to Rome. 


She became well-known for her prophecies; and her description of visions of 
the nativity and crucifixion, recorded in her Revelations, were influential in 
Western religious art, music and literature. 


A vision of the Virgin Mary which she had during a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
was cited five centuries later by Pope Pius IX when he proclaimed the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception (1854). She died in 1373 and was canonized 18 
years later by Pope Boniface IX. 


Vikstrom and Werkstrom said Bridget should be seen as a *bridge-builder' 
between Protestants and Catholics and between church and society. Her 
prayers are well-known in Sweden and Finland, they said; and both spoke of her 
relevance to new interest in their countries in spirituality, meditation and 
mysticism. 


St Bridget's best-known ‘ecumenical' prophecy predicts that ‘the time shall 
come when there will be one flock, and One Shepherd and one faith with one 
Clear knowledge of God'. In his sermon at the service in Rome, Vikstrom 
applied a well-known prayer of St Bridget to the ‘ecumenical journey’: '0O 
Lord, show me the way and make me ready to follow it’. 


Werkstrom cailed the trip to Rome a follow-up of Pope John Paul II's 1989 
visit to the Nordic countries. With Catholics a small minority in Sweden 
(140,000) and an even smaller minority in Finland (4,500), ‘ninety per cent of 
the pope's visit was ecumenical and only ten per cent Strictly Roman 
Catholic', the Swedish archbishop noted. 


In an 8 September letter to the abbess of the Order of St Bridget, the pope 
Suggested that ‘the missionary urgency' reflected in Bridget's travels across 
Europe ‘makes her an example to imitate, especially in the work of new 
evangelization in Europe’. 


Responding to the theme of a ‘re-evangelization of Europe', Werkstrom insisted 
that any such approach should be '‘ecumenical'; and Vikstrém added that ‘we 
should not try to establish church hegemony but instead try as churches to 
work for basic values of solidarity with the weaker groups in Europe and with 
the Third World'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.13 
EUROPEAN CHURCH LEADER WARNS OF DANGERS OF ETHNIC NATIONALISM 


[This item has been adapted from the Switzerland-based Agence de Presse 
international catholique. } 


The Catholic archbishop of Brussels told participants at an international 
conference in Utrecht/The Netherlands on human dignity, democracy and 
non-violence that ‘national identity is a positive force so long as it aims at 
the emancipation of peoples whose identity has been oppressed or limited 
because of historical circumstances’. 


Godfried Danneels, president of Pax Christi International, which organized the 
conference, added that ‘it should be evident to any Christian that the human 
person possesses intrinsic rights which should surpass those of the state, the 
nation or any other community’. Ethnic nationalism, he said, always brings 
along dangers of intolerance, violence and suppression of minorities. 


Pax Christi is a Roman Catholic peace movement begun in March 1945 to promote 
reconciliation between French and Germans. It was reorganized in 1950 as an 
international federation whose objective is ‘the unity and pacification of the 
world through the promotion of a new international order based on the natural 
law and on the justice and charity of Christ’. 


Addressing European issues, the cardinal said he continues to believe in a 
negotiated peaceful solution of the crisis in Yugoslavia and expressed hope 
that ‘the Russian Orthodox Church does not consider the Roman Catholic Church 
as a rival, but as a partner with whom to work together in the task Christ has 
given us’. He warned against Europe turning into a ‘self-sufficient 
fortress', in which ‘the internal borders dissappear and the external borders 
become stronger' and said that ‘the degree of justice of our society is 
measured by how we treat foreigners’. 


Danneels said the greatest challenge facing the world is the ‘formidable line 
of demarcation that separates the countries of the North, ever more solidly 
united, from a South ever more impoverished' and ‘relegated to a second level 
in all the political agendas’. Pax Christi, he said, would continue to 
appeal to wealthy countries to re-examine their international economic 
relations. 


The cardinal said that celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
evangelization of the Americas should also be an occasion to ‘unmask the 
processes of domination which still subject the peoples of the Third World’. 


In many countries of the Third World, he said, ‘those who hold power are 
beginning to realize that no just society can be constructed without a genuine 
participation by the people’. Another positive development is growing 
openness to the idea that 'the principle of non-intervention in the internal 
affairs of another country should, in cases of systematic violation of human 
rights, yield to the principle of human rights as a universal value’ - though 
he warned that such a position is not without risks. 


The specific contribution of the church in a secularized world, Danneels 
suggested, is ‘the formation of a community as a counterweight to growing 
individualism’. 


Churches must become places of reconciliation, though not at the expense of 
human rights and the truth. That, he said, is the mission of Pax Christi: to 
be a leaven in society, in order to form 'modest but committed groups, capable 
of making an essential contribution to renewal'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.14 
MALAYSIAN CHRISTIANS CRITICIZE AMENDED LAND ACQUISITION ACT 


A Malaysian land acquisition act, amended (30 July) to give the 
predominantly-Muslim federal government power to acquire any land, for ‘any 
purpose’ it deems beneficial to the public, has been criticized by the 
Christian Federation of Malaysia (CFM), citing possible violations of 
constitutionally-guaranteed rights to own property, according to a 12 
September report by Andrew Wark of the US-based News Network International. 


Under the pre-existing Land Acquisition Act (1960), the state only had the 
authority to acquire lands for specific public purposes, or for persons or 
corporations ‘undertaking a work deemed a public utility’. The new act now 
allows the government to acquire land which is needed "by any person or 
corporation, for any purpose which, in the opinion of the state authority, is 
beneficial to the economic development of Malaysia ... or to the public 
generally’. 


The official government explanation for introducing the amendments stated that 
this would help the country ‘achieve its target in transforming Malaysia into 
a developed nation by the year 2020'. After a heated five-hour debate, the 
bill was finally passed in Malaysia's federal parliament, with a 99-25 
majority. 


However, according to a 30 July CFM press statement, the new act now threatens 
the constitutional right for an individual to hold property, ‘by deleting the 
text of public utility’. Both Christian and civil rights groups throughout 
the country have expressed concern about the ‘broad and vague’ nature of the 
new law. 


A report tabled in June by the National Evangelical Christian Federation 
(NECF), a member of the CFM, alleged that a federal deputy minister had 
already indicated to reporters that several prominent Protestant and Catholic 
schools in Malaysia had been listed as properties ‘earmarked' for 
acquisition. ‘While in some instances this may be needful, what would this 
forbode for churches that are also located in prime areas?', the NECF report 
questioned. 


Federal Minister for Land and Cooperative Development, Sakaran Dandal, 
reassured the parliamentary assembly that the government would pay for all 
lands acquired. "Landowners can still seek a redress in the courts over the 
amount of compensation, if they are not satisfied', he told parliament during 
the debate. 


But in light of the recent amendments, the CFM has questioned the ability 
landowners now have to confront state decisions about land acquisition 


matters. ‘It is almost certain that the opinion of the state cannot be 
challenged and that it will be held to be non-justifiable', said the CFM 
release. ‘It. is unlikely that the court would adjudicate on whether an 


acquisition is "beneficial to the economic development of Malaysia"', it 
concluded. 


Christian leaders throughout the country continue to experience increased 
difficulties in obtaining permits’ to purchase property for church 
construction, and have expressed frustration over the lack of clarity in 
Malaysian law concerning non-Islamic religions. 


According to Britannica World Data, Christians account for six percent of 
Malaysia's 17 million population. Fifty-two percent are counted as Muslim. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.15 
DIMITRIOS I, ORTHODOX CHURCH LEADER DIES IN TURKEY 


The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Dimitrios I, died in Istanbul (2 
October) at the age of 77. Among those who attended his funeral services in 
Istanbul (8 October) were World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio 
Castro. 


Born in Istanbul in 1914, the late patriarch spent most of his life as a 
clergyman there. Ordained to the priesthood in 1942, he served a parish in 
Istanbul until 1945. From 1945-1950 he was in charge of the Orthodox parish 
in Teheran and taught classical Greek at the University of Teheran. 
Returning to Istanbul in 1950, he held several positions in the patriarchate 
before being elected Ecumenical Patriarch in 1972 after the death of 
Athenagoras I. 


During his patriarchate, he accelerated the preparatory processes for a great 
and holy synod of the Orthodox Church, convening three pan-Orthodox 
conferences in Chambésy (Geneva) in 1976, 1982 and 1986. It was also during 
this period that bilateral theological dialogues began between the Eastern 
Orthodox churches and the Roman Catholic Church, the Oriental Orthodox 
churches and the Reformed and Lutheran churches. In 1987, after a series of 
official visits to Orthodox churches, he travelled to Rome, Canterbury and 
Geneva for official visits to Pope John Paul II, then-Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie and the World Council of Churches. 


In a message of condolence, Castro described Dimitrios not only as ‘a great 
friend of the ecumenical cause and a great leader of the people of God', but 
also as ‘a man of the people, loved, respected, followed by the Orthodox 
faithful all over the world. 


‘We remember him also as a man of unity', Castro wrote. ‘We remember him as 
the friendly and smiling host who welcomed the Executive Committee of the WCC 
to Istanbul [in March 1988]... . The World Council of Churches bows in his 
memory and prays that the Lord will continue to illumine the holy Orthodox 
Church of Constantinople in its ecumenical service'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.16 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: POLITICAL LEADER PRAISES CHURCH'S SPIRITUAL, CULTURAL ROLE 


Czechoslovakia's President Vaclav Havel addressed more than 200 officials and 
representatives of the Slovak Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in 
Bratislava (19 September). 


According to a report in the Austrian Protestant press service (EPD-0O), Havel 
praised the church's spiritual and cultural contributions and underscored the 
importance of their commitment to reconciliation and tolerance between Czechs 
and Slovaks. The delegates opened their meeting by singing a hymn in the 
Czech language as a sign of their readiness to work for better understanding 
between Slovaks and Czechs. 


Speaking in the name of those who had been imprisoned during the period of 
Communist rule, theologian Julius Madaras said, ‘We have suffered in the hope 
that the truth would triumph in the end. But the sufferings of the past now 
lie behind us. We wish for justice and peace in our country and fraternal 
communion with the Czech people'. 


Czechoslovakia's Catholic bishops have also appealed for maintaining a united 


State and for a ‘peaceful, legal and just resolution' of tensions between 
Czechs and Slovaks. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.17 
GERMANY: METHODIST REPRESENTATIVES MEET, DISCUSS COMMON CONCERNS 


Representatives of all the Methodist traditions in Europe met early last month 
in Tabarz/Germany to discuss recent changes in Europe, share information and 
to ‘discover ways to help each other and engage more effectively in the 
mission of the church’. 


According to a statement from the meeting, the gathering was also called to 
discuss the setting up of a Council of Methodists in Europe. The statement 
said the proposal ‘appeared’ to have received ‘a general welcome’. 


The aim of the proposed council will be to afford Methodists in Europe an 
opportunity ‘to take counsel and enable each other to work together’. 


Other matters discussed included Methodists’ relationships with secular bodies 
such as the Council of Europe, the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, pastoral and missionary work among people who live away from their 
home countries, and resource sharing. 


The meeting was attended by four bishops of the four European Central 
Conferences of the United Methodist Church, representatives of the British and 
Irish Conferences, the Italian Methodist Church, the Spanish Evangelical 
Church, and the Methodist Church in Portugal. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.18 
ZAMBIA: EVANGELIST 'RECEIVES DIVINE WORD', WARNS OF POLITICAL STRIFE 


A Zambian evangelist has said that God has revealed to him that Zambia will 
plunge into a blood-bath after the first multi-party elections in 17 years 
scheduled for the end of this month. Pastor Nevers Mumba told a tv 
interviewer (30 September) that only prayer for unity and a pledge by all 
parties to accept the results of the elections will save the country from 
strife. 


Mumba said God told him that if President Kenneth Kaunda who has governed 
Zambia for the past 27 years (17 of them under one-party rule) wins the 
elections, there will be a grassroots-led revolt against him. 


If the opposition Movement for Multi-party Democracy wins, people will expect 
a quick respite from the current strangling economic situation in the country, 
Mumba said. He added that if this does not happen, ‘trouble will erupt’. 


He told the interviewer that instead of ‘signing a ceasefire afterwards, it is 
better to sign a peace pact now under which all parties should pledge to 
honour the outcome of the polls', he said. 


Zambia reverted to multi-party politics earlier this year following riots and 
other protests for a return to plural politics. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.19 
ZIMBABWE : BAPTIST YOUTH TO MEET IN WORLD CONFERENCE 
The 12th Baptist Youth World Conference will be held in Harare/Zimbabwe (11-15 


August 1993) under the theme ‘Risking All For Christ - Our Only Hope'. 
Meanwhile, John W. Merritt has been named president of the European Baptist 
Federation. He replaces Peter Barber who is currently general secretary of 


the Scottish Baptist Union. Merritt was confirmed in the position by the EBF 
Council which met in Varna/Bulgaria (25-29 September). [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.20 
GROUP APPEALS TO AFRICAN ECUMENICAL BODY FOR MEDIATION IN SOMALI IMPASSE 


[This item has been adapted from the Kenya-based Africa Press Service. Tt 
has been abridged for EPS. ] 


The Somali National Front (SNF), one of the many warring factions in Somalia, 
has appealed to the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) to 
mediate in the country's conflict. 


Speaking at a press conference in Nairobi/Kenya early last month the SNF vice 
chairman, Haji Mohamed, said his government was looking for any neutral 
organization, persons or country to reconcile the warring factions in Somalia. 


'SNF will attend any talks intended to find a peaceful solution to the 
problems in Somalia either in Egypt, Kenya or Ethiopia but not Djibouti', he 
said. 


Somalia, an Islamic country in the Horn of Africa, has only one tribe but 
several strong clans and sub-clans which have been fighting each other for 
over a decade. The war intensified in 1988 culminating in the overthrow of 
former leader Mohamed Siad Barre early this year after 22 years in power. 


Several rounds of peace talks in the past have failed to resolve the numerous 
problems which arise out of clan hostilities. The SNF criticised the last 
round of talks which were held in July in neighbouring Djibouti, claiming that 
the results of the discussions favoured the Marihan clan to which the former 
Somali leader belongs. 


Mohamed refuted allegations that his movement was fighting to install Barre in 
power adding, ‘Barre is now an ordinary citizen living in his own home 
village’. 


Responding to the SNF's appeal, AACC General Secretary Jose Chipenda said the 
organization would be willing to mediate in the Somalia conflict if called 
upon to do so. 


He explained that the AACC does not have a constituency in Somalia and ‘we 
cannot go there without knowing whether there are people to receive us’. 


The AACC has in the past played mediation roles in Angola, Rwanda, Burundi, 
Liberia and the Sudan, and believes that it is the church's duty to ensure 
that there is peace in Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.21 
PROPOSED ORTHODOX CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT RECEIVES ROYAL 'BLESSING' 
An inter-Orthodox conference on the environment planned for 5-12 November in 
Crete (EPS 91.09.41) will officially be opened by Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, according to a press release from the UK-based International 
Consultancy on Religion, Education and Culture. Prince Philip is_ the 
international president of the World Wide Fund for Nature, one of the sponsors 
of the conference. [EPS] 

EPS 91.10.22 
AUSTRALIA: ADVENTIST GENERAL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD 
More than 300 Seventh-day Adventist church leaders from around the world are 
converging on  Perth/Australia (7-14 October) for the Annual _ General 
Conference. Among other topics, the meeting is to discuss a report of a 
Commission which was appointed to look into the unification of the white and 
black Adventist churches in South Africa. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.23 
BRITISH CHURCH LEADERS WRITE TO YUGOSLAVIA, APPEAL FOR PEACE 


Church leaders in Britain and Ireland have written to the leaders in Serbia 
and Croatia expressing their concern at the continuing conflict in Yugoslavia, 
according to a press release from the Council of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland (CCBI). 


The 26 September letter which was addressed to Patriarch Pavle, head of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church and to Franjo Cardinal Kuharic of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Zagreb, reads in part: ‘We write to assure you that the tragic 
events in Yugoslavia are a matter of deep concern to the churches of Britain 
and Ireland, and that our prayers are with you, your churches and the people 
of Yugoslavia at this time, and especially with all who are suffering as a 
result of violence and bloodshed’. 


The CCBI also expressed ‘gratitude’ at the peace initiatives undertaken by the 
Conference of European Churches and the European Catholic Bishops’ Conference. 
(EPS 91.08.05, 09.12). 


Bishops from four churches in the strife-torn country told a hearing at the 
WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva (23 September) that the current 
conflict in’ Yugoslavia was complex and is deeply rooted in the country's 
history (EPS 91.09.59). 


Djuro Koksa (Roman Catholic Church), Bishop Ireneus (Serbian Orthodox Church), 
Imre Hodosy (Reformed Church in Yugolsavia), and Andrej Beredi (Slovak 
Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession {Lutheran]) spoke of how the 
recent outbreak and spread of violence have poisoned already-strained 
relationships and led to immense human suffering in their country. [EPS] 


| EPS 91.10.24 
USA: WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN BODY TO CELEBRATE FIFTY YEARS 
The US-based Church Women United (CWU) will hold celebrations to mark 50 years 
of its existence (9-12 November) in St Louis, Missouri/USA. According to a 
press release from CWU dated 23 September, 2000 delegates from all over the 
world will participate in the ‘Jubilee Assembly' under the theme ‘Set Free! Be 
Free! Jubilee!'. Among major speakers at the celebrations are Maria de 
Lourdes Pintasilgo, former prime minister of Portugal and Mercy Amba Oduyoye, 
deputy general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.25 
BAPTISTS RATE ENVIRONMENT 'PRIMARY ETHICAL ISSUE FOR OUR TIME! 
The issue of environmental destruction should be one of the primary ethical 
issues for Baptists in our day, according to the Christian Ethics Commission 
of the Baptist World Alliance (BWA) which met in Montreal/Canada last month. 
The meeting was called to establish the BWA agenda for the next five years. 
The Commission's discussions centred on the document ‘Environment and 
Theology' which stated that the world's deteriorating environment is linked to 
an inadequate Christian understanding of the creation story in Genesis. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.26 
VIETNAMESE CHURCH RECEIVES PERMISSION TO CELEBRATE BIRTHDAY 
The Evangelical Church of Vietnam received permission from local authorities 
in the city of Da Nang (12 september) to hold celebrations to mark the 80th 
anniversary of the arrival of missionaries of the US-based Christian and 
Missionary Alliance denomination. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.27 
EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION DISCUSSES CHALLENGES FOR THE CHURCHES 
The European Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society (EECCS) held a 
consultation in Brussels/Belgium (3-6 September) under the theme 'The New 
Challenges of the European Community - Questions from the Churches’. The 
meeting which brought together Protestants, Anglicans and councils of churches 
from the 12 countries of the European Community, Austria and Switzerland 


discussed five themes chosen by the EECCS working groups. The themes were 
European citizenship, agriculture, the democratisation of the European 
Community, the single market and the environment. According to a press 


release from the EECCS, the principal aim of the consultation was ‘to 
reinforce the dialogue between the churches which are members of the EECCS and 
the different European insitutions' such as the European Parliament and the 
Council of Ministers. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.28 

USA: A NEW CALL TO PEACE MAKING LAUNCHED 

Three US-based church groups - The Church of the Brethren, The Society of 
Friends and the Mennonites - issued a 'New Call to Peacemaking' last month in 
which they called for other forms of conflict-solving other than use of 
force. The three bodies said in’ a press release that from ‘our religious 
traditions ... there is a better way to resolve conflicts than through force 
and war'. They pledged to identify and respond to the variety of ways ‘that 
violence pervades our families, our communities, our society, and our world’ 
and to promote non-violence through support of ‘conscientious objection to war 
as a standard of discipleship in our faith communities'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.29 
ECUTEXT: Central Committee Letter to Churches in Yugoslavia 


[The following is the text of a letter to the churches in Yugoslavia issued by 
the WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva 20-27 September. ] 


With sorrow and concern we have followed the news of the violent conflicts in 
your country and their tragic effects on the population. 


With sympathy, but also dismay, we have heard the reports of the church 
representatives from Yugoslavia at the meeting of the Central Committee in 
Geneva. We now have a better understanding than before of the historical and 
national background to the civil war which is tearing the country apart. 


We earnestly ask you to contribute by your witness in word and deed to a 
permanent ceasefire, an end to violence, and the coming of peace. With you 
we hold firmly to our common understanding that ‘war is contrary to God's 
will' (as stated by the WCC Assembly in Amsterdam 1948). Force of arms does 
not solve political conflicts. Justice can increase only in peace. 


Even if past wounds repeatedly open up again, we owe it to our children to 
serve the future by practising forgiveness, so that the country with its 
villages and towns, places of worship and factories are preserved for our 
descendants. We therefore declare that: 


- we are resolved to stand by you with our prayers; 

- we support every effort at dialogue, reconciliation and constructive 
compromises; 

- we endorse the activities of the Conference of European Churches (CEC) and 
the Council of European Bishops' Conferences (CCEE) which support their member 
churches in Yugoslavia with counsel and assistance; 

- we declare our solidarity with all who have to suffer the consequences of 
the civil war, on both sides of the fronts ... . [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.30 
ECUTEXT: WCC on the Military Coup in Haiti 


[The following telegram was sent 1 October by Emilio Castro, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, to General Raoul Cedras, leader of the 
forces which removed Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide from office. ] 


The overthrow of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide as constitutional head of 
government represents a brutal violation of the rights of the Haitian people, 
and an unacceptable obstacle to the free exercise of democratic 
institutions. We deplore the killings of innocent civilians perpetrated 
during the coup d'état. 


Representatives of the World Council of Churches participated in the 
ecumenical delegation which observed the free and fair elections, in December 
of 1990, which led to the constitutional inauguration of the president. 


We urge you to immediately restore the duly-elected president to power, and to 
re-establish the rule of law, in accordance with the unmistakable will of the 
Haitian people for justice and the peaceful development of the Haitian 
nation. We pray for consolation to the bereaved families and for justice and 
peace for the people of Haiti. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: WCC on the Situation in Zaire 


[This letter was sent by WCC general secretary Emilio Castro to the WCC member 
churches in Zaire following the outbreak of political disturbances there on 1 
October. J 


News coming out of your country of late has been distressing. It speaks of 
uprising by soldiers and civilians alike, resulting in looting, destruction of 
property, death of many people, and injury to many others. 


The process of democratization and political pluralism which started earlier 
on has raised the hope of many. However, the abrupt postponement of the 
national conference must have dashed the hopes of many, leading to 
disillusionment, frustration, and riot. 


We pray that God will bless the churches' efforts to create a condition of 
genuine dialogue for a peaceful resolution of the political situation with 
justice. 


We wish to assure you and the people of Zaire of the solidarity of the 
ecumenical community at this difficult period. We pray that God will use you 
as agents of dialogue and reconciliation. 


We also wish to state our solidarity with those who have been made to suffer 
as a result of the social unrest. We also grieve with those who have lost 
loved ones during this political upheaval. 


May God the father of our Lord Jesus Christ hasten the bringing about of a 
just solution to the benefit of all people of Zaire. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.10.32 
PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings & Doings 


DEATHS: Dutch theologian Ellen Flesseman-van Leer, 78, of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church, died 18 June. As a member of the WCC Faith and Order 
commission, she was active in ecumenical discussions of the Bible, and edited 
a sourcebook on the modern ecumenical debate about Scripture titled, The 


Bible: Its Authority and Interpretation in the Ecumenical Movement (WCC 
Publications, 1980). 


George MacLeod, 96, died 28 June in Scotland. A committed pacifist, 
McCleod was founder member of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. In 1938 
he founded the Iona Community after leaving the Church of Scotland parish of 
Govan Old Kirk. In 1966 he was made a life peer. He also served as 
moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Hans Ott-Iselin, died 21 July at the age of 49. As general secretary of 
"Bread for the Brethren’ for. (17> eryears, Ott-Iselin influenced the 
organization's development with his strong personality. He was a well known 


figure outside the Swiss Reformed Evangelical churches. 


John D. Ross died in July at 59 in Glasgow/Scotland. At the time of his 
death, he was a minister of the Church of Scotland congregation in 
Rome/Italy. In 1966 Ross was appointed by the World Council of Churches as 


leader and coordinator of ecumenical teams in Italy, Greece and Cyprus. 


Patriach German (Hranislav Djoric) of the Serbian Orthodox Church for 31 
years died on 27 August in Belgrade. He was elected Patriarch of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church in 1958 and became its longest serving leader. He became a 
president of the World Council of Churches following his election at the 
fourth assembly at Uppsala/Sweden in 1968. He left his patriarchal duties in 
1989 due to bad health. 


Jan Hes, general secretary of the Netherlands-based MInterfilm, an 
international inter-church film centre, since its founding in 1955, died 15 
September in the Netherlands. Hes collaborated and worked closely with the. 
WCC Communication Department on many communications-related projects. 


APPOINTMENTS: Queen Elizabeth II appointed a woman, Mary Levison, 68, as 
one of her chaplains in June. Levison was ordained into the Church of 
Scotland in 1978. In 1968, she led a movement which led to the Church of 
Scotland sanctioning the idea of women priests at the diocesan level. The 
queen is the titular head of the Church of England. 


The Methodist Conference of Britain elected its first woman president in 
June. Kathleen Richardson, 53, defeated another woman candidate by 298 
votes to 170. In 1987 Richardson became the first woman to head one of the 
Methodist Church's 33 districts. 


Serbian Orthodox Bishop of Western Europe for 21 years, Lavrentije has been 
recalled to Yugoslavia to head the diocese of Sabac-Valjevo. He took up his 
new assignment on 1 October. He has been succeeded by Bishop Constantin 
(Djokic) from Sremsky-Karlovtsi. 


Tosh Arai, former secretary for lay and study centres in the Renewal and 
Congregational Life sub-unit of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches has 
been appointed Associate General Secretary for Finance for the Christian 


Conference of Asia, Hong Kong. He took up his appointment on 1 October. 
[EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Christianity in Malaysia (Andrew Wark) 


(This abridged item appeared in the 3 June edition of News Network 
International. Wark is NNI Asia correspondent. ] 


In November 1990, in a small, predominantly Christian village northwest of 
Malaysia's capital, 30 villagers stood aghast as government officials in two 
bulldozers, guarded by police and troops with M-16 rifles, made their way down 
the remote country road and Stopped in front of their newly-constructed 
church. Within 20 minutes, the church building that the villagers. had taken 
such pride in had been reduced to a pile of rubble and twisted metal. ... 


As the country's Muslim revival continues to gain strength and momentum, the 
Malaysian church is finding itself in the difficult position of either 
choosing to confront issues which threaten its freedom and growth or to 
quietly retreat and pray. Malaysia's Christian community, together with 
other religious non-Muslim groups, tread a delicate path between their faith 
and the growing resurgence of Islamic fundamentalism. 


Malaysia gained independence from the British in 1957 and, in 1963, was later 
joined by the northern-Borneo states of Sabah and Sarawak to become the 
Federation of Malaysia. Ever since, Malaysia's politics have been dominated 
by the powerful Malays, who make up only 53 percent of the total population. 


The threads of Islam have become inextricably entwined through the fabric of 


Malay culture - so much so that to be born a Malay is, by law, to be born a 
Muslim - with strict penalties for those who renounce their religious 
heritage. Many Malaysian non-Muslims now fear that the separation between 


‘mosque and state' is becoming dangerously narrow. 


While Islam is the official religion of Malaysia, the national constitution 
guarantees complete freedom of religion anywhere in the federation. However, 
Malaysians from many sectors of the church believe that the religious rights 
of all non-Muslims have been subtly ebbing away over the years as a result of 
fundamentalist Islamic activists exerting pressure on the ruling Muslim 
government. 


In this atmosphere, the Malaysian church must now consider its future. As it 
enters into the 1990s, it faces some irrefutable internal and external 
challenges. 


Non-Muslim watch groups, such as the Malaysian Consultative Council of 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism and Sikhism  (MCCBCHS), independently 
established to monitor and protect the religious rights of non-Muslims, are 
quick to point out that the blame for any loss of religious rights is not 
solely on the government or its officials. They stress the blame must be 
equally shared by non-Muslims themselves for lack of vigilance and action in 
these matters. ... 


Although most Malaysian Christians agree that the present federal government 
of Prime Minister Mahathir and his ruling UMNO (United Malay National 
Organization) party is exercising moderation and wisdom in its approach to the 
current Islamic revival, many believe the ability of the church to govern 
itself is growing more complicated. [over] 


malaysian christians/2 


'We know that Islam [within Malaysia] has identified Christianity as its 
number one enemy - and [fundamental Muslim leaders] have plans. The plan is 
to study Christianity, to control its growth and then to strangle it', said 
one Kuala Lumpur church leader, requesting anonymity. 


Pressured by the Malay-Muslim population to take more of an active pro-Islam 
stance, the government has embarked on an 'Islamization' process in the past 
decade. Although it claims this is only a process of ‘injecting Islamic 
values into government services and inculcating them in government servants', 
many non-Muslims believe the process goes even further by infusing Islamic 
principles into every aspect of Malaysian life. ... 


In recent years, there has been much discussion within Malaysian Islamic 
communities and the Malay press about replacing the current legal system - 
patterned after the British Westminster system - with Sharia, the Islamic 
legal code as set out in the Koran. Such a system includes regulations that 
would bar non-Muslims from holding key posts in the government and prevent 
testimony against Muslims. 


Although most Christian leaders believe Sharia and an Islamic republic could 
not be easily instituted in Malaysia under the present government, there are 
already many laws restricting non-Muslims and which support the proliferation 
of? islam. .o% 


...-By shrewdly working through the political process, seeking and winning high 
office, and writing laws which favour the Muslim community, it is entirely 
probable that Sharia could be introduced at the national level through a 
‘backdoor’ process. That backdoor process could also include a state-by- 
state implementation of Sharia. ... 


The church has felt the effect of the Islamization process in a number of 
ways. Since 1981, Bibles can only be purchased through specialized Christian 
centres and only Christians are permitted to own one. 


Certain terms within the Bible have been banned in the national Bahasa 
Malaysia language, due to their perceived association with Islam. The word 
for God in Bahasa Malaysia is ‘Allah', yet Muslim fundamentalists hold that 
its use within the Bible is meant to deliberately confuse Muslims and thus 
subtly convert them to Christianity. Ironically, the word Allah is a 
pre-Islamic word, used by Arab Christians long before the birth of the Prophet 
Mohammed, and is still used by Christians in the Middle East and Indonesia in 
their daily worship. 


In western Malaysia, applications for church property and buildings are 
increasingly rejected by local authorities. According to Daniel _ Ho, 
executive secretary of the National Evangelical Fellowship of Malaysia, such 
applications are often quietly passed on to members of the Islamic Relations 


Department for vetting and comment before final approval or rejection takes 
place. ... 


Although in recent years some Christians have faced arrests and the threat of 
prison sentences for their outspokenness, there are currently no Christians 
serving prison sentences for taking a stand against federal government policy. 


Despite such difficulties the church in western Malaysia has experienced 
gradual growth over the past few years, and in the East Malaysian states of 


Sabah and Sarawak (formerly North Borneo) the church has experienced rapid 
expansion. ... [EPS] 
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Available from the Communication Unit, Room 850, US National Council of 
Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, NY 10115, is the 1991 Yearbook of 
American and Canadian Churches... . 


A list, with prices, of new books and forthcoming WCC publications is 
available from the WCC/Bookshop, Box 2100, Geneva 2. 


The WCC Central Committee meeting in Geneva (20-27 September) approved 
applications for full membership to the World Council of Churches of the 
following churches. Reformed Church in Zambia, the Protestant Church in 
West Indonesia, and the Protestant Church in South-East Sulawesi, bringing 
the total WCC membership to 320. 


The following situation reports are availble from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 
Geneva 2, 
Situation report (#4, 2 October) on Rwanda conflict 
situation report (#20, 2 October) on Sudan emergency relief 
situation report (#12, 2 October) on famine and peace in Ethiopia 
Situation report (#12, 2 October) on Middle . East’ conflict 
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CASTRO OF WCC BEGINS SOUTH AFRICAN VISIT, SAYS DOORS NOW OPEN 


Declaring he wanted to give ‘visible support to the struggle for justice and a 
democratic future’, World Council of Churches general secretary Emilio Castro 
began a twelve day pastoral visit to South Africa (12 October), a country he 
and his predecessors had been barred from entering for more than twenty years. 


Castro said he was visiting South Africa because Christians inside the country 
had told him it would be useful and helpful for him to come at this time. 


‘The structures of apartheid are still in place today', he said. But he 
noted that the people of South Africa were beginning to believe that a future 
without racial discrimination could be created. 


Castro said his main concern was to encourage the ecumenical efforts of the 
South African churches to be a ‘living symbol of the possibilities of working 
and living together'. 


The World Council of Churches' belief that Christians must actively oppose 
racism has been deeply resented in South Africa, whose white minority 
government often quoted the Bible in the past to support apartheid legislation. 


In 1960, three of the WCC's founding members, all branches of the Dutch 
Reformed Church in South Africa, withdrew their membership from the worldwide 
Christian organization rather than take a stand against their government's 
enforced segregation policies. The predominantly mixed-race Dutch Reformed 
Mission Church was admitted to full membership of the WCC at the Seventh 
Assembly in Canberra/Australia (7-20 February). The WCC also has nine other 
member churches in South Africa, including Anglican, Congregational, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Moravian and Presbyterian bodies. 


The creation of the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism in 1970 prompted the 
government to deny visiting rights to ecumenical church leaders and officials. 


Castro said his visit marks the beginning of a new period of relationship 
between the World Council of Churches and the South African government. ‘The 
door is open', he said, ‘and we will go through all doors’. 


But he said the changes in South Africa meant that the '‘'costly' programme of 
reconciliation needed to be started. ‘It will be very costly', he said. 
"Let us be sure that those who pay that cost are not the poor, who have been 
suffering so long’. 


Castro is scheduled to meet the present officials of the Dutch Reformed Church 
during his visit, as well as President F.W. de Klerk and leaders of the 
African National Congress, the Pan Africanist Congress and the Azanian Peoples 
Organization. 


The WCC head is being accompanied by Frank Chikane, general secretary of the 
South African Council of Churches and some staff from the WCC office in 
Geneva. The visit will end in Cape Town at a four-day conference with local 
and international church leaders discussing an ecumenical response to the 
changing South Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.35 
LITHUANIA: CATHOLIC PRIEST ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT 
A Roman Catholic priest has been elected to the Lithuanian parliament 
following a series of supplementary votes to fill vacant seats. Alfonso 
Svarinskas, 66, one of the country's best-known dissidents, spent six years in 
a Siberian labour camp in the 1980s for his human rights activities. 
Svarinsikas will be the first priest to sit in the Lithuanian national 
legislature in half a century. [EPS] 
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THIRD WORLD DEBT CRISIS TO CONTINUE THROUGH 1990s, SAYS CATHOLIC BODY 


The debt crisis of the 1980s which crippled the economies of many Third World 
countries looks set to continue through the 1990s. While some of the 
better-off developing countries in Latin America may be gaining some respite 
from the debt trap, many other countries, particularly the poorest in Africa, 
are as firmly ensnared as ever. 


This grim picture is portrayed in a recently-published booklet by the 
London-based Catholic Institute for International Relations (CIIR) titled 
‘Third World Debt: The Lingering Crisis'. 


The booklet says the industrialized North has recovered strongly from the 
recession of the early 1980s - the deepest since the 1930s. Western Europe, 
Japan and North America have enjoyed their longest post-war boom, with average 
national incomes a fifth higher than at the beginning of the 1980s. 


‘But by contrast, incomes fell by about a tenth in Latin America and 
sub-Saharan Africa, and by very much more in individual countries in both 
regions. 


‘As a result', says CIIR, ‘the gap between the world's rich and a significant 
section of its poor has widened dramatically over the decade’. 


The CIIR blames the debt crisis on the ‘growing divide' which it says ‘has 
become a major obstacle to development' instead of being 'a temporary problem’. 


Outlining the origins of the debt crisis, the CIIR says the soaring oil price 
in 1973 led to a large transfer of income from oil-importing countries, both 
developed and developing, to oil-exporting countries. 


The booklet adds that apart from Guyana and Myanmar (formerly Burma), the 26 
countries in the ‘severely indebted low-income’ category are in sub-Saharan 
Africa and have a per capita income of under 580 US dollars a year. Most of 
their debt is owed to Northern governments and public agencies. 


On whether these countries will see an early relief from the strangling 
economic crisis, the CIIR says most of the nations are smaller, poorer and 
more dependent on primary commodities, have low saving and investment rates, 
and thus ‘find it more difficult to adjust to changing world economic 
conditions’. 


While blaming the developed countries and the borrowing conditions imposed by 
Western financial institutions for some of the economic woes of the Third 
World, the Catholic think-tank says not all the money borrowed by the 
developing countries is well spent. 


The CIIR estimates that 155 million US dollars of capital flowed out of Latin 
America from the mid-1970s ‘as residents bought property in Florida or opened 
bank accounts in Zurich’. 


In Africa, arms spending rose sharply. Today, says CIIR, for every 5 US 
dollars that sub-Saharan Africa spends on health and education, it spends 
another 4 US dollars on arms. The CIIR also blames ‘inept' economic 


management in some countries of the Third World for the crisis. 


The booklet concludes that the debt crisis has taken a ‘devastating social, 
economic and environmental toll' on the developing countries and recommends 
‘urgent action’ including a ‘major debt write-off' to prevent the 1990s ‘going 
down in history as another lost decade'. [EPS] 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND LEADER CRITICIZES WCC POLICY ON WORLD AFFAIRS 


A Church of England leader has criticized the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches for its shift in handling international affairs from reliance on the 
guidance of lay experts to prophetic denunciation of perceived injustice. 


Delivering the 15th Thomas Corbishley lecture at Heythrop College in London (9 
October), Archbishop of York John Habgood said the WCC's ‘disastrous loss of 
credibility’ over the past 30 years, particularly in the realm of social, 
economic, and political policy, had made the churches much less effective on 
the international scene than might have been expected at a time when religion 
was once again playing a leading role. 


But at the same time Habgood, a WCC Central Committee member from 1983-1991, 
Supported the WCC as an essential forum for the churches to come together to 
wrestle with the world's problems. 


"One of the great present strengths of the WCC is that it can act as a 
sounding board on a world stage for those whose political plight, or sense of 
injustice, or warnings about disaster might otherwise never be heard. 


‘The churches have genuinely tried to listen to the cries of anger and 
suffering in so many parts of the world, and have done it rather well', he 
said. 


Speaking of the WCC's response to the concerns of Australia's Aborigines at 
the Seventh Assembly in Canberra (7-20 February) and the ecumenical body's 
Strenuous efforts to accept the Aborigines' anger and to look for ways of 
redress, Habgood said ‘such is the emotional pressure built up where 
Sympathetic listening feeds into the stream of innumerable other discontents 
and guilt feelings that it becomes hard to say no to manifest nonsense’. 


In its resolutions, the WCC assembly supported the 'self-determination and 
sovereignty of indigenous people, as defined by them, in church and society' 
and also recognized that the ‘indigenous peoples of Australia were 
independent, self-governing peoples long before Europeans invaded their land, 
and that they have a right to regain such control over their land under their 
own rule’. 


According to Habgood, the assembly delegates had meant to express sympathy and 
solidarity, but what they actually said was ‘absurd’, adding that ‘the only 
effect of it could be to reduce the credibility of those who said it’. 


He said what was missing from the assembly was the broad understanding of a 
complex subject provided by the WCC's earlier method of calling in lay experts 
and being guided by their advice. 


‘Unless the voices of the poor are somewhat taken up into a larger frame of 
reference, those who stand in solidarity with them will themselves cease to be 
heard', he said. 


He hoped that as the WCC members worked through the stage of anger and 
frustration at ‘our’ present world's manifest injustices, they might begin to 
see once again the need for careful, balanced, professionally informed 
analysis. 


"They . need to bridge the gulf between prophetic denunciation and sensible 
policy-making’, he said. [EPS] 
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UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES TEAM VISITS WCC, HOLDS DISCUSSION WITH OFFICIALS : 


Greater collaboration between the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the 
UK-based United Bible Societies (UBS) was discussed during a 7 October study 
day at the ecumenical centre in Geneva organized by the WCC Biblical Studies 
Secretariat. 


A UBS delegation led by General Secretary John A. Erickson shared information 
on ongoing projects, including publication of contemporary English and 
‘fundamental French' versions of the New Testament, and use of selected 
‘portions’ and Bible stories in literacy and post-literacy campaigns. 


Created in 1946, the UBS coordinates the work of national Bible Societies 
world-wide in translating, producing and distributing Christian scriptures in 
languages people can understand, at prices they can afford. 


Over 100 Bible Societies throughout the world distributed some 15 million 
Bibles, 12 million New Testaments and 500 million booklets and leaflets with 
portions of scripture in 1989, by which year some portion of the Bible had 
been published in 1928 languages and dialects. 


Making the Word of God accessible has meant translating Scripture not only 
into previously unwritten languages, but also into simplified forms suitable 
for those whose national language is not their mother tongue or whose literacy 
skills are limited. This is the case, for example, in many African nations 
with numerous local idioms where the colonial language became the national one 
at independence, and where money is lacking for formal education. 


From translating and revising to using biblical texts to teach people to read 
or maintain newly-acquired reading skills was a natural step, and many Bible 
societies have become increasingly involved in literacy work. 


The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
estimates that more than a quarter of the world's adult population is 
illiterate, and that the problem is not confined to the least developed 
countries but exists in industrialized nations where a significant percentage 
of the population may scarcely be able to read and write in spite of having 
attended school. 


The UN body has called on non-governmental organizations to help promote 
literacy, which it sees as the cornerstone of development. It recognizes that 
modern language translations of the Bible are highly suitable, and Bible 
society workers uniquely motivated, for teaching people to read. 


In their presentations, the UBS representatives explained the linguistic, 
philosophical and pedagogical principles used to render the Word of God open 
to all, including new readers. They affirmed that ecumenical cooperation has 
played a vital role in the production of translations and ‘accessible' 
versions of biblical texts suitable for all denominations. . 


In reference to a topic that received considerable attention during the WCC 
Central Committee meeting in Geneva (20-27 September), WCC staff members spoke 
of the urgent need in Central and Eastern European countries for basic 
Christian education. 


Erickson expressed his organization's desire to respond to this challenge with 
the means at its disposal, and encouraged the WCC to channel specific requests 
from Eastern Europe to the UBS. [EPS] 
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MALAWI: THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION BY EXTENSION CONSULTATION HELD 


A consultation on Theological Education by Extension (TEE) in Africa was held 
in Malawi (12-19 September) under the auspices of the World Council of 
Churches’ Programme on Ecumenical Theological Education-Bossey (PETE) and 
brought together 30 participants from Ghana, Germany, Kenya, Nigeria, 
Botswana, Namibia, Malawi, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Mozambique, Ethiopia, 
Madagascar and Tanzania. 


In an introductory paper presented to the consultation, John Pobee, associate 
director of the PETE, said theological education by extension in Africa is 
designed to make ‘theological education available to people, where they are. 


‘Its approach is to attempt to learn with and alongside these people, 
listening to what they are Saying and helping them to articulate their 
ideas. The curriculum is determined by what students are Saying and want to 
articulate even though the ultimate aim is to reach the people with the Word 
of God'. 


Noting that most of the books used and the staff involved in the teaching of 
theology by. extension in-Africa come from Europe and North America, Pobee said 
the. churches in Africa are not treating TEE as a ‘nerve centre' of the church 
there. 


The participants later dealt with the nature of theological education by 
extension in Africa, shared information on the Styles, approaches and models, 
and critically examined materials used in the TEE programmes. 


In. .a statement at the end of the meeting, the participants noted that the 
church in Africa was growing rapidly and decried the church's inability to 
provide more trained leadership. They called for further development of the 
TEE ;system to meet the rising demand for personnel. 


The, meeting also noted that most of the material used in the programmes came 
from. evangelical publishing houses overseas. They said that while this 
promoted.ecumenism, some of the material is not ‘contextual’ in Africa. 


The consultation urged the PETE to publish a directory of all TEE programmes 
in Africa and also called for a review of the present training facilities for 
TEE tutors. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.40 
WARC CONSULTATION CONDEMNS RACISM, XENOPHOBIA 


A. World Alliance of Reformed Churches-sponsored consultation on ‘Accompanying 
Refugees and Displaced Persons: Reformed Churches being Prophetic and 
Protective Communities’ took place in Fribourg/Switzerland (7-14 October). 


In response to reports on the numerous acts of racial and xenophobic violence 
which have occurred in recent days in Germany, the meeting sent a message to 
the Evangelical Church in Germany and the WARC member’ churches there, 
expressing ‘deep concern'. 


‘We wish to express to you our solidarity with the victims of these violent 
attacks and killings and our respect and Support for those who fight against 
this racism and xenophobia’. 


The consultation was attended by 50 participants from Reformed churches in 
Angola, Chile, Germany, Guatemala, Lebanon, Mexico, Malawi, the Philippines, 
Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Sudan, and Thailand. [EPS] 
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CYPRUS: CONSULTATION CALLS FOR UNITY IN MISSION IN THE MIDDLE EAST ~~ 


More than 130 people from the Middle East, Europe, Canada and the United 
States attended a consultation in Limassol/Cyprus (28 September-4- October) 
aimed at providing ‘Western Evangelicals' an opportunity to gain a wider and 
better knowledge of Christian presence and witness in the Middle East. 


Sponsored by the Evangelicals for Middle East Understanding and the Middle 
East Council of Churches, the consultation discussed the challenges facing 
Christians in the Middle East, the new political realities in the region, 
Christian witness, inter-faith dialogue, and the future and role of 
Christianity there. Sea LES 


In addition, four workshops were held on the question of Cyprus, Christian 
economic development, the role of women in the church, and the (Persian) Gulf 
war and Christian responsibility. 


WCC personnel director Carlos Sintado, who representated the ecumenical body, 
said the meeting provided an opportunity for ‘real dialogue’ between three 
groups - first, the ‘locals' who represented the churches in the Middle East; 
second, the Evangelicals who are ‘concerned with the Christian witness in the 
area' and third, the ‘new people’ to the region who are interested in a more 
‘traditional’ understanding of mission. 


According to Sintado, the participants agreed that outside churches and their 
‘foreign methodologies' should seek closer cooperation with the churches in 
the Middle East. ‘The clear message was that partnership with local churches” 
is the key for mission', he said, adding that there should be 'no independent 
mission without the consultation, involvement and full participation of the 
local churches' 


Aram Keshishian, Armenian archbishop of Lebanon and moderator of the WCC 
Central Committee, who was one of the main speakers at the meeting, said the 
Struggle for unity is ‘getting involved in mission, and the struggle for 
mission is getting involved in unity'. He noted that on many ocasions, 
Western church missionary efforts contributed to the division of ‘the churches 
in the Middle East. ‘If you want to help us', he said, ‘you are to support 
the local churches. Mission is nothing if done outside or beside the local 
churches'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.42 
FRANCE: PACIFIC INTEREST GROUPS MEET, DISCUSS COLLECTIVE EFFORTS 


The 1991 European-Pacific Coordination consultation was held in Paris/France 
(11-13 October) under the auspices of the Pacific desk of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. . 


The consultation was attended by groups, organizations and individuals who are 
campaigning for justice, peace, human rights, and a stop to the testing of 
nuclear weapons in the Pacific region. ; 


The meeting discussed, among other topics, the proposed visit to Europe next 
year of Pacific church, political, and civic leaders to discuss with their 
European counterparts the issues confronting the Pacific such as the testing 
of nuclear weapons and the political and military situations in Bougainville, 
East Timor and Kanaky (New Caledonia). 


The consultation was one among a series of meetings designed to bring together 
people with interest in the Pacific region. At one such consultation held in 
1989 in Paris, the participants shared information on the situation in the 
Pacific and agreed to coordinate their future efforts. [EPS] 
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UK: REFUGEES', ASYLUM SEEKERS' PLIGHT TO BE DISCUSSED BY RC BISHOPS 


The increasing restrictions being placed by Britain and other European 
countries on refugees seeking asylum will be discussed by the Roman Catholic 
bishops of England and Wales when they meet next month. A briefing paper 
prepared for the bishops' conference expresses concern that Europe is 
beginnning to define itself very narrowly in terms of a ‘fortress Europe' with 
very serious, implications for those seeking asylun. 


‘If present trends continue it would put in serious doubt Europe's commitment 
to the principles of refugee asylum or protection, painstakingly developed 
over the last 40 years', the document said. 


The paper pointed out that in 1972, 13 000 people had applied for asylum in 
Europe; by 1990 the figure had risen to 420 000. ‘In response, European 
countries have become increasingly restrictive', said the paper. 


The paper also noted that in the run-up to 1992, when all barriers to the free 
movement of people, capital, goods and services within the European Community 
are due to be removed, most discussions on the harmonization of refugee policy 
within the Community had been held behind closed doors ‘and often without even 
the United. Nations High Commissioner for Refugees being consulted’. 


The churches: intervention, the paper added, is based on the ancient biblical 
commandment to offer hospitality to strangers and the clear option of Jesus 
Christ.for those dehumanized and deprived of dignity. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.44 
FIRST, ECUMENICAL ROUND TABLE CONSULTATION HELD INSIDE SOUTH AFRICA 


The first round table consultation of the South African Council of Churches 
(SACC) to be organized inside South Africa was held 2-4 October in 
Vereeniging.;.: The meeting brought together 30 representatives from 10 
different countries and 20 churches and ecumenical organizations within the 
fellowship of the World Council of Churches. 


A press. statement from the SACC dated 4 October thanked the ‘churches from 
other. parts.of, the world' who have ‘for a long time stood in solidarity with 
and,supported: their sister churches in South Africa. 


‘This solidarity, contrary to the belief of many people who see it only as a 
funding. relationship for resistance to apartheid, is an expression of the 
reality that the churches of Jesus Christ is one and universal’, the statement 
added. 


The SACC said it received a ‘new commitment' from its ecumenical partners ‘to 
keeping this relationship as much more than a purely funding partnership but 
as a sharing and solidarity in all aspects of our work and witness’. 


The statement.also reaffirmed the ecumenical body's stand that all conditions 
for the lifting of sanctions, such as the release of all political prisoners 
and other detainees, be met before the economic sanctions can be abolished. 


The statement added that the South African government has yet to release all 
the political prisoners and other detainees and added that denial of justice 
and political rights for the majority of the people of South Africa still 
continues. [EPS] 
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ALBANIA: ECUMENICAL AID RECEIVED, GOVT THANKS WCC aasou . 


The first consignment of food aid to Albania from the ecumenical “community 
donated through the World Council of Churches has been received by government 
officials there, according to a telegram from the Albanian eleanor of 
economic relations dated 4 October. 


The message said two trucks with a combined load of 23 tons of food and other 
goods has been delivered and distributed to ‘respective destinations’ in 
Albania. ct Js | 


The message added: ‘The ministry of foreign economic relations avails ‘itself 
this opportunity on this ocasion to convey its highest consideration to the 
World Council of Churches for its food aid sent to our country and ‘hopes that 
in the future too, this aid will continue to assist our country in the process 
of deep reforms underway during this period’. ; 


The aid comes as a result of the first visit to Albania in 40 °years of an- 
ecumenical team, 1-8 July (EPS 91.07.57) organized by the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches. 


Upon its return from the visit, the ecumenical team reported that the Albanian 
people were not dying of hunger but noted that the ecumenical community needs 
‘to show solidarity with them and to give them hope’. 


The team also reported that there was a general sense of goodwill from’ the 
gopvernment towards the churches but that the government ‘has no resources to 
assist churches in their reconstruction. 


Meanwhile, an order for medicines has been placed to be shipped later to 
Albania. The order is based on a list of the medical needs app back from 
Albania by the ecumenical team. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.46 
USA: SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS, EPISCOPALIANS IN STAFF CUTS _ 


Two US-based churches have instituted measures to cut back on spending by 
reducing staff. The Seventh-day Adventist Church (SDA) says in’ response to 
lower-than-projected income, its executive committee voted to further reduce 
staff at the Adventist Church's world headquarters in Silver Spring, 
Maryland/USA, according to a report from the Adventist Press Service. 


The Episcopal [Anglican] Church Centre based in New York has also announced 
staff cuts, says a report from the Episcopal News Service (ENS). 


According to Don E. Robinsson, SDA general conference undertreasurer, between | 
25 and 30 persons will lose their jobs beginning 1 January 1992. Most of the 
cuts will affect support staff, including secretaries, the report said. ~— 


The new round of cuts will bring the total SDA staff reductions to about 65 
since the 1990 general conference session, APS said. With these cuts, added 
APS, the general conference hopes to trim about US$2 million from the 1992 
budget. Another $2.9 million is expected to be saved from the 5 percent 


reductions in base contributions to the church's world divisions and 
institutions. i , 


The Episcopal Church says the million dollar shortfall facing the church in 
the current fiscal year has prompted it to reduce the Centre staff from 291 to 
239. This, said the ENS, will be achieved through 30 terminations, five 
retirements, and changes in some positions and combining others. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.10.47 
EGYPT: MUSLIM 'EXTREMISTS' BURN DOWN CHURCH 


A crowd of enraged Muslim ‘extremists' in a Cairo suburb burned a Christian 
church to the ground and damaged scores of nearby homes and shops owned by 
Christians during a two-day rampage in late September, according to a report 
from the US-based News Network International (NNI). 


The Free Methodist Church of Imbaba, located in a poor district in the Giza 
Province of metropolitan Cairo, was totally destroyed. A nearby. Apostolic 
Church remained intact, although the church's Bibles and hymn books were 
removed and burned, the report said. 


The report: said the rioting was ignited by an argument between a Muslim 
resident of the district and his Christian neighbour, which later erupted into 
a spreading street fight. Tensions were further inflamed, said NNI, by a 
rumour that a Christian had killed a Muslim. Neither church nor government 
officials in Egypt could confirm later whether such a murder had occurred. 


The report added that the Egyptian government was considering a partial 
compensation to the church for its loss. The incident was the first such 
anti-Christian outbreak in Egypt since a major attack in the spring of 1989 
against Coptics in Upper Egypt. 


A spokesman for the office of President Hosin Mubarak said the head of state 
was» ‘very disturbed' by the incident and indicated that those responsible 
would be brought to justice. A large number of those involved in the rioting 
were reportedly arrested and are awaiting trial, the NNI report added. [EPS] 


| ° EPS 91.10.48 
SCIENTIST. PROVES MIRACLE '‘UNTRUE' (Robert Nowell) 


The liquefaction of the blood of St Januarius - the miracle thought essential 
to the well-being of Naples/Italy that takes place several times each year - 
may well have a simple scientific explanation and be more than an example of 
medieval alchemy, according to an Italian organic chemist, Luigi Garlaschelli, 
of the University of Pavia. 


Writing in the current issue of the science magazine Nature, Garlaschelli said 
his interest in the 'miracle' was aroused by the suggestion of two members of 
the neurology department of the Sao Paulo hospital in Milan/Italy, Franco 
Ramaccini and Sergio Della Sala, that the liquefaction of the blood was an 
example of thixotropy or the ability of certain gels to turn into liquids when 
shaken or stirred. 


According to the report, Garlaschelli then set out to make a gel which not 
only. resembled the relic of St Januarius's blood but also used techniques 
available» in the 14th century. Although St Januarius - bishop of Benevento, 
a city some .50 km inland from Naples - was martyred around the year 305, the 
ceremony of the liquefaction of his blood dates from 1389. 


Garlaschelli, used a solution of hydrated ferric chloride (plentiful in 
molysite, a mineral found around active volcanoes such as nearby Vesuvius), to 
which he added calcium carbonate. The resulting dark brown gel liquefied 
when shaken in a glass container of the kind used to hold the blood of St 
Januarius. 


‘The chemical nature of the Naples relic can be established only by opening 
the vial, but a complete analysis is forbidden by the Roman Catholic Church. 
Our replication of the phenomenon seems to render this sacrifice unnecessary', 
Garlaschelli: wrote. [EPS] 
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EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL BODY ‘WORRIED' BY THE SITUATION IN GEORGIA ; 
The Geneva-based Conference of European Churches has expressed concern at the 
violence in Georgia. In a 3 October message by General Secretary Jean 
Fischer sent to Patriarch Iliya II, Catholicos-Patriarch of All»Georgia;, ‘the 
ecumenical body said it is ‘with deep sorrow and shock that wevhear of the 
violence, confrontations and bloodshed developing in Tbilisi and in ‘other 
parts of Georgia ...'. The message expressed ‘fellowship' with all ‘peoples 
and communities caught up in the present crisis' and urged ‘a firm:'commitment 
for dialogue and reconciliation' among those involved in the conflict. [EPS]: 


EPS 91.10.50. 
USA: CHRISTIAN NEWSLETTER CEASES PUBLICATION 
The US-based Christian newsletter, The Ecumenist has ceased publication after 
29 years, according to a note which appeared in its September issue. The 
bi-monthly newsletter which was co-published by the Paulist Press ‘and. the 
Faculty of Religious Studies, McGill University, Canada, first: appeared “in 
October 1962. According to the publishers, the reason for the action ‘is 
related to the economic recession which is hard on many people and 
institutions ...'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.51 
ZIMBABWE: CHURCHES START DEVELOPMENT FUND 
The Zimbabwe Council of Churches (ZCC) has launched a development fund which 
is expected to yield five million Zimbabwe dollars by the year 2000, according 
to ZCC General Secretary Murombedzi Kuchera. Called the Churches ‘Endowment 
Fund, the scheme requires each ZCC member church to pay a minimum of 10 000 
Zimbabwe dollars by the year 2000. Kuchera explained that the purpose of»the 
fund is to enable the churches to generate revenue to make them 
self-supportive and to reduce dependency on externally-donated funds. He 
said the proceeds from the fund would be used for human resource: development, 
emergency relief, agricultural production, health and education. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.52 
ITALY: PROTESTANTS TO HOLD ASSEMBLY 
The ninth assembly of the Federation of Protestant Churches in” inbaly: erptEs 
will be held at the Baptist Centre at Severa in Rome (31 October=3. November) 
under the theme ‘One Lord of all - Witness and dialogue in Europe today’. 
Members of the federation - Baptist, Methodist, Waldensian, Lutheran, © the 
Salvation Army, the Ecumenical Community of Ispra-Varese, the Italian 
Apostolic Church and Free Churches - will examine the work of the FPCI since 
its last assembly in 1988 in Florence and will also lay the programme: for the 
federation's work for the three years. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.53 

UK: BRITISH AID OVERSEAS FALLS TO ALL-TIME LOW 
The London-based Christian Aid (CA) has reported that the British ented 
overseas aid fell to an all-time low in 1989-90. According to Christian Aid, 
the 11 percent drop means continued hardship for millions of people affected 
by hunger and war, particularly in Africa. Christian Aid Director Michael 
Taylor said: ‘These figures are a real cause for concern, particularly at a 
time when poverty and hunger are increasing in developing countries ...'. He 
urged the British government to ‘match the generosity of the British public in 
responding to the needs of the Third World'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.10.54 
ALBANIA: NEW CONSTITUTION TO GIVE MORE FREEDOM TO RELIGION 
A new constitution has been drafted to allow more freedom to. distribute 
religious literature in Albania, according to a report from the UK-based 
United Bible Societies. UBS also reports that new Albanian Bibles’ are 


currently being printed after years of translation by several European-based 
Christian bodies. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: The Christian Community in Pakistan (Charles Amjad-Ali) 


{Amjad-Ali. is director of the Christian Study Centre in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. 
The following appeared in the 8 August issue of World Perspectives. ] 


There are some 3.5 million Christians in Islam-dominated Pakistan, most of 
whom live within the rural setting of isolated Christian villages or in 
largely segregated slums. 


The Christian community has its basic origin in conversions from lower caste 
Hindus, some.150 years ago, by individuals who hoped that through Christianity 
they would achieve material fulfilment and advancement. Ironically, Hindu 
Stratification has continued to be practised against Christians even though 
Islam rejects these prejudices. 


Not. only .do Christians remain socially, economically, and culturally 
marginalized, but increasing demands for greater Islamization also eroded 
their political status. 


Pakistan was, the first contemporary nation which defined itself in terms of 
religion, as.,it came out of the colonial period. In this context, Pakistan 
has struggled to find the right combination between Islam and modern political 
Structures. 


The roots of the Sharia Bill date back to the 1977 military coup of Gen. Zia-ul 
Hag and his: suspension of the Constitution of 1973. Not fulfilling his 
promise to hold elections within 90 days of coming into power, he legitimized 
his continuing rule through the Islamization process by saying that Islam did 
not endorse democracy or party politics. 


Faced .with continuing popular pressure for the restoration of democracy, Zia 
held..non-party elections in February 1985 and partially revived the 1973 
Constitution the following month, having amended it in a one-man legislative 
act. Zia then forcefully indemnified all his acts as martial law ruler by 
means of the Eighth Amendment to the Constitution. 


This did not bode well for minority groups, as the Eighth Amendment also 
legitimized separate elections for minorities and incorporated the Objectives 
Resolution. (OR) in the main text of the Constitution. The OR, among other 
things, establishes the Koran and the Sunna as the foundation for legislation 
in. Pakistan... 


On the basis of the OR, two very conservative Muslim senators introduced a 
Sharia, Bill into the Senate in July 1985, seeking to make Sharia the law of 
the land. The bill, and a similar one called the Ninth Amendment to the 
Constitution, were rejected by the Senate while Zia was still in power. 


When the elected government of Benazir Bhutto came to power the Sharia issue 
was .raised again in order to embarrass’ her government. Accused by 
conservative Muslim groups of being secular and the leadership of a woman in 
an Islamic state under question, she was unable to manoeuvre issues always to 
her liking. The Ziaist-controlled Senate passed the Sharia Bill on 13 May 
1990. [over] 


pakistan/2 


To its credit the Bhutto government, in its 20 months in power, took positive 
steps regarding minority issues to offset the ordinances of Islamization, 
which were the daily diet of the previous dictatorship. 


The emphasis on Islam was eliminated on a national level; a Catholic priest 
was appointed minister of the newly-established Ministry of Minority Affairs; 
and a Zoroastrian became Senior Adviser to the Prime Minister. 


Bhutto also pushed for the appointment of Chief Justice Dorab ‘Patel, a 
Zoroastrian and the head of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, “fora 
seat at the International Court of Justice at the Hague. 


However, there was an erosion - following the dismissal of the Bhutto 
government - when the IJI Party came to power promising to bring’ in a Sharia 
bits: In this version of the bill, passed by the National Assembly in ons 


there were substantial modifications made protecting minorities. 


Besides the fact that the current constitution represents a - great 
deterioration in the rights of minorities, there is also a contradictory 
message as to whether the Koran and Sunna or the Constitution of Pakistan: is 
to be supreme. oe 


The Sharia Act was enacted to placate the mullahs but they will never be 
satisfied with this document. They will keep pushing until the rights of all 
citizens are subjugated to a group of people who have never been able to get 
legislative power through electoral means, but have been able to coerce wR eggs 
through the emotional attachment to religion. 


They are fundamentally against not only the minorities, but all Muslims who 
believe in finding a political order where plurality of beliefs is accepted 
and where religious identity does not impede citizenship. , 


The mullahs want to undo some of the principles behind the founding of 
Pakistan, in which a homeland for India's Muslim minority was not meant to be 
an Islamic state. 3 


In a sense the whole Islamization process reflects that even after 44 years, 
and with an overwhelming majority of 93 percent, Pakistan's Muslims still 
operate from a social-psychology of an oppressed minority threatened by the 
slightest challenge to its interpretation of Islam. 


Christians have been further dislocated, this time politically through 
Islamization and the recent passage of the Sharia Bill. 


They must continue to struggle against these processes not just for the 
protection of their own rights but for those of all citizens: If they 
struggle only for their own individual rights, then they will just ‘be set 
aside having no status at all. [EPS] 
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For a full text of Ghassan Rubeiz's paper which he prepared for the Christian 
Aid/ Middle East Council of Churches' Dept of Service to Palestinian Refugees 
meeting (part of which appears in this issue as an ecuview, EPS 91.11.19), 
please write to WCC/CICARWS, Middle East Desk, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


Benjamin Brody's Backyard Bag by Phyllis Vos Wezeman and Collen Aaalsburg 
Wiesnner, is a new book published by Faithquest, the Brethren publishing 
house. Copies are available for US$ 11.95 from Faithquest, 1451 Dundee 
Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120, USA. 


Available from the Research Institute of the Lutheran Church in Finland, PB 
239, 33101 Tampere, Finland, is publication number 41 titled, An Open or a 
Closed Community - Leadership in the Parish by Harri Palmu. The publication 
is a summary of an earlier research project titled ‘Finnish Evangelical 
Lutheran Parishes as Working Communities’. 


Mooring for New Provisions - Sailing to New Venues is a report of a 
consultation of the World Collaboration Committee of the Christian Lay 
Centres, Academies and Movements for Social Concerns on the evaluation of the 
activities of lay centres, held at the Orthodox Academy, Crete, Greece, 16-20 
February 1990. The report is available from the Committee of Christian Lay 
Centres, Academies and Movements for Social Concern, c/o WCC, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2. 


The 1992 annual meeting of the American Society of Missiology will be held 
12-14 June at Techny Towers, Techny, Illinois under the theme, ‘1492, 1792, 
1992: Mission in Quincentennial Perspective’. More information is available 
from: c/o Western Theological Seminary, 86 E. 12th Street, Holland, MI 49423, 
USA. Tel: (616) 392 8555, Fax: (616) 392 7717. 


A report of the 8th Anglo-Scandinavian Pastoral Conference held in Stavanger, 
titled ‘Some Impressions of Church Life and Mission in Norway' has just been 
released. Copies may be obtained from the Faculty of Theology, University 
of Uppsala, Box 1604, 75146 Uppsala, Sweden. 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CASTRO AT FORT HARE, ONE TIME CITADEL OF '‘ACADEMIC' APARTHEID 


In 1916, Africa's first university for blacks was started at Fort Hare, Ciskei 
by Scottish Presbyterian missionaries. Seventy-five years later, on 19 
October, 1991, a man who excelled at Fort Hare as a student and instructor in 
science and mathematics became its first black chancellor. 


African students and the community were ecstatic. White academics, except 
for the theology department, were visibly glum. Bad enough the new 
chancellor is black, but he is also the long-time executive of the African 
National Congress, Oliver R. Tambo. Adding insult to injury, the new 
vice-chancellor and rector in charge of day-to-day running of the institution 
is also an African, Dr Sibusiso Bengu, former professor at the University of 
Zululand and research expert for the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation. 


If that wasn't enough, at a Christian ‘Rededication and Thanksgiving' service 
prior to the installation, the leader of the long-despised World Council of 
Churches, Emilio Castro, gave a stirring sermon affirming the Gospel's 
relevance to people of all ethnic backgrounds. Castro challenged the new 
administration of Fort Hare to find ways to educate the young people who had 
given up educational opportunities to work for their country’s liberation from 
apartheid. 


While for Tambo, Bengu and Castro it seemed a dream come true, for those 
faculty members of apartheid persuasion it was not a day of celebration. 


A window of opportunity caused the ‘liberation' of Fort Hare from the 
apartheid system. Some visiting white academics present at the installation 
of Tambo attributed the event to the largess of President F. W. de Klerk's new 
policies, but former students and church leaders told a different story. 


Fort Hare was taken from the church control by the South African government in 
1959. An act of Parliament transferred responsibility for the university, 
which had educated Tambo, Robert Sobukwe, Robert Mugabe, Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
and many other African leaders, from the Ministry of Education to the Ministry 


for Bantu Affairs. With the move, the government hoped to quell the ever- 
growing climate of African equality that was inherent in the University's 
roots. Fort Hare's best teachers, many African, left as the school was 


forced to bend to the apartheid system. 


In the years following 1959, the government ploughed millions of Rands into 
buildings and sports facilities and controlled the appointments of 
administrators and faculty members. 


But the spirit of equality lived on, and students refused to ignore the 
school's humanistic traditions. They boycotted classes and held illegal 
political meetings. Fort Hare was closed again and again. Control was 
passed from Pretoria to the ‘independent’ homeland of Ciskei, which sent its 
troops on campus continually to force the students into line. Finally, in 
1990, a military coup removed the feared Sebe family from its ruling position 
in Ciskei. Wanting to still the turmoil, the new homeland dictator, 
Brigadier Oupa Gqozo, permitted leaders from the old church tradition to 
return to the university's governing council. They approved the appointment 
of the new chancellor and vice-chancellor. 


At the installation service of Tambo and Bengu, another old Fort Hare alumnus 
returned to announce the gift of his organisation's archives to his Alma 
Mater. His presence was praised in rich, vibrant singing that included the 
phrase ‘we are sinking apartheid’. The alumnus who returned was Nelson 
Mandela. [EPS] 
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SOUTH AFRICA: CASTRO MEETS BUTHELEZI OF INKATHA 


As part of his pastoral visit to South Africa, World Council of Churches 
General Secretary Emilio Castro met with the President of the Inkatha Freedom 
Party, Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi, (17 October) in a conference room at the 
Durban airport. 


Buthelezi heads the largely Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom Party whose members 
have been involved in bloody battles with members of the African National 
Congress as well as being the leader of Kwazulu, a homeland created by the 
South African apartheid system. At a press conference following the meeting, 
Castro said that he and Chief Buthelezi had a discussion on their different 
views, but that both shared a concern for the violence that is prevailing in 
the country. 


Their differences on sanctions were not discussed at the meeting, said Castro, 
because the ‘priority is to recognise the evil nature of the divisive 
violence, and the need for every political leader to say clearly and loudly 
that violence is no solution and only serves the forces of yesterday’. 


Chief Buthelezi said that the challenge before the churches was one of 
reconciliation, helping the different parties to deal with their 
differences. 'We talked about violence, because we see violence as the 
biggest obstacle to any way forward', said Chief Buthelezi. The day before, 
Castro had toured the areas of Edendale and Imbali near Pietermaritzburg, 
where more than three hundred people were killed during one week of the March 
1990 conflict between Inkatha and non-Inkatha Zulus. Castro also prayed with 
refugees from Moi River, where Inkatha-ANC violence has again erupted in 
recent months. 


The airport meeting had special significance because the WCC's_ local 
ecumenical partner, the South African Council of Churches, has been criticised 
by Chief Buthelezi as being partial to the African National Congress. Frank 
Chikane of the South African Council of Churches attended part of the meeting 
between Castro and Chief Buthelezi. A working group to discuss differences 
between the SACC and Inkatha has been established. 


Though his visit is primarily one of meeting and listening to South African 
church leaders, the WCC General Secretary has also conferred with all major 
political leaders of South Africa on this first visit of Council staff to 
South Africa since 1970, including State President F. W. de Klerk, Nelson 
Mandela of the African National Congress, and leaders of the Pan African 
Congress and the Azania People's Organisation. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.03 
CYPRUS: MIDDLE EAST ECUMENICAL BODY ON PEACE PROPOSALS 


At their meeting in Cyprus (10-15 October), the presidents and executive 
committee members of the Middle East Council of Churches issued a statement 


calling for support and prayers from the churches world-wide on the Middle 
East peace initiatives. 


Contending that the New World Order seems to be based on ‘concepts of balance 
of military power and economic interest' rather than on ‘spiritual and moral 
values', the statement appealed to believers to pray and work to change it 
into ‘the uniting power of love and reconciliation and on real just peace for 
all the peoples of the region’. The leaders expressed the hope that the 
initiatives which are aimed at essentially ‘solving the ongoing conflict in 
the Holy Land' will be successful. ‘A long time has passed since the 
oppression of the Palestinian people began and since their land, including 


Jerusalem and other Arab lands, were occupied in 1967', the statement added. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.04 
WCC STAFF MEET PRESIDENT F.W. DE KLERK, NELSON MANDELA 


In the splendour of Pretoria's Union Building, Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches, Frank Chikane of the South African Council of Churches 
and Barney Pityana of the WCC's Programme to Combat Racism had a one-hour talk 
14 October with State President F. W. de Klerk. 


Castro told reporters later that the talks were ‘cordial, respectful and 
positive, but the encounter came after many years of a serious separation’. 


The ecumenical body has been a particularly active opponent of the policies of 
de Klerk's predecessors, who used a carefully developed Afrikaner 
understanding of Christian theology to support the forced separation of races. 


Castro said it was very interesting to meet with President de Klerk. ‘He 
symbolizes the history of apartheid that we have been combating, and I 
symbolize the attitude of the churches throughout the world that his 
government has conceived as "communist" ... . That time of separation is now 
past and our encounter should be a sign of hope for the nation’. 


In contrast, the afternoon meeting with the African National Congress' Nelson 
Mandela was one between friends. The World Council has long provided 
Material, legal and moral support for victims of apartheid. 


Castro said that both de Klerk and Mandela were close in major matters of 
substance. Both were committed to a change towards democracy and the 
elimination of apartheid and both are committed to a multi-party conference to 
Start the road to a new constitution. 


Castro said Nelson Mandela had spoken highly of the role of the churches, and 
that he had heard the same appreciation from President de Klerk. de Klerk 
challenged the churches in South Africa to work harder at reconciliation among 
themselves, because that will help create a climate where reconciliation among 
the races can become credible. 


Castro said that both leaders agree that the violence in South African society 
cannot be tolerated. But he said the two disagree radically on the 
interpretation of what is being done to halt the violence. 


According to Castro, while President de Klerk called for an appreciation of 
the difficult conditions under which the police do their work, Mandela is 
convinced that something more can be done to control what looks like 
technically-planned and orchestrated violence with political aims. 


The WCC leader said that he could not believe that in a "sophisticated society 
like South Africa, with the methodologies available for police investigation, 
the police's ability to find those who were causing the violence was so low’. 


‘My role is to encourage those who are doing something positive and to 
challenge those who could do more to stop this nonsensical killing', said 
Castro. 


‘de Klerk is in a position where he is able to command forces to help', said 
the ecumenical leader. ‘My main role is to encourage him to go that way. I 
am sure if he goes that positive and constructive way then that will help to 
stop the violence’. 


The delegation also asked de Klerk to lift barriers that still prevent the 
release of all political prisoners and the return of refugees who fled 
apartheid. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.05 
NEW WCC STRUCTURE GETS INTO MOTION, ‘INTERIM CONVENORS' APPOINTED 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro has named the staff members who will serve 
as ‘interim convenors' for the four programme units in the new WCC structure 
approved by the Central Committee at its meeting in September (EPS 91.09.56, 
09.63). 


In a 10 October memorandum to WCC staff, Castro described the task of the 
interim convenors as ‘building trust, enabling communication and nurturing a 
cooperative style and open atmosphere to undergird the work of the unit, as 
well as to be responsible for the articulation of the vision for the 
activities of the unit'. 


Besides the four interim convenors, Castro named an additional staff person 
from each unit to serve on a new Staff Executive Group (SEG), which will meet 
regularly with the General Secretary to coordinate WCC programmes. 


Named as interim convenor of programme unit I - Unity and Renewal - was Ion 
Bria (Romanian Orthodox Church), presently director of the subunit on Renewal 
and Congregational Life. Cuban Presbyterian Ofelia Ortega will be a member 
of the SEG from the unit; she is presently associate director of the Programme 
on Ecumenical Theological Education-Bossey. 


Christopher Duraisingh (Church of South India), the current director of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism, will be the interim convenor of 
programme unit II - Mission, Education and Witness. Named to the SEG was 
Teny Pirri-Simonian (Armenian Apostolic Church, Lebanon), secretary for 
development education in the current subunit on Education. 


Korean Presbyterian Oh Jae-Shik will be interim convenor for Unit III - 
Justice, Peace and Creation; he is presently director of the Commission on the 
Churches' Participation in Development. Subunit on Women director Aruna 
Gnanadason (Church of South India) was named to the SEG. 


Interim convenor for Unit IV - Sharing and Service - is Klaus Poser 
(Evangelical Church in Germany), currently director of the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS). CICARWS Europe 


secretary Myra Blyth (Baptist Union of Great Britain) was named to the SEG. 


The new structure is slated to be fully functioning as from 1 January 1992. 
Between now and then, staff from each unit will meet together to organize 
their work internally, to discuss programme priorities, budget and staffing 
needs and to begin planning for the first meeting of the commissions appointed 
to advise each unit and report on its work to the Central Committee. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.06 

ZIMBABWE: LUTHERAN CHURCH ELECTS NEW BISHOP 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Zimbabwe elected a new bishop (5 October), 
bringing to an end nearly two years of power struggle. David Oubani Siphuma 
of Beitbridge was elected to succeed Bishop Shiri who is to retire next 
February. The ELCZ has been plagued by allegations of mismanagement of 
church funds and nepotism in the appointment of senior personnel. Ngwabi 
Bhebhe, the church's chairman who presided over the election of the new 
bishop, said later that 'the bickering is long past us' and urged the members 
to now help ‘develop our church so that we achieve self-sufficiency’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.07 
SOUTH AFRICA: WCC LEADER PRAYS WITH THE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE 


The mournful words of 'Sen, Senima', 'What have we done?' were being sung deep 
in the township of Thokoza as Emilio Castro and his delegation from the World 
Council of Churches visited the family of a 47 year-old woman killed by 
‘unknown men' in the recent violence. 


In the small but immaculately-kept house, Castro and South African Council of 
Churches leader Frank Chikane prayed and spoke words of comfort to the elderly 
parents of Elisabeth Maja. She was shot through the head on 7 October by 
gunmen in an unmarked car as she walked home from the funeral of the 
assassinated ANC official, Sam Ntuli. 


Thokoza township is one of the most violent areas near Johannesburg. 
Residents allege that South African police, spear-carrying Inkatha warriors 
and ‘unknown men' such as those who killed Elisabeth Maja and Sam Ntuli are 
responsible for most of the violence. 


Earlier, Castro and his staff visited Natalspruit Hospital in Thokoza 
township. Walking past the suspicous eyes of khaki-uniformed security 
guards, the church delegation visited a thirty-six-bed men's ward, filled with 
victims of spear wounds, stabbings and head wounds from "knobkerries', the 
wooden clubs carried as ‘traditional weapons' by some township residents. 


Castro and Chikane prayed and sang hymns with the wounded men. Women and men 
from the WCC delegation spoke to the patients, offering words of concern on 
behalf of the world-wide Christian church. 


The pastoral visit to the Maja home marked the end of a day in which the WCC 
General Secretary met with South African State President F. W. de Klerk, ANC 
leader Nelson Mandela, and had dinner with officials of AZAPO. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.08 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: WCC MISSION AND EVANGELISM CONSULTATION HELD 


The WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism held a consultation in 
Brno/Czechoslovakia (18-22 September), the first in a series of sub-regional 
meetings planned for former socialist countries of central and eastern Europe. 


Meeting under the theme 'The Congregation as Healing Community', 38 Orthodox, 
Protestant and Roman Catholic participants from Poland, Bulgaria, Hungary, and 
from former East Germany, and Czechoslovakia shared their experiences and 
views about the healing ministry of their local congregations in view of the 
economic, ecological and moral devastation of their countries and societies 
inherited from the collapsed Communist regimes. 


According to Gerhard Linn of the CWME, most of the participants were ‘lay 
persons' who shared their first-hand experiences. Some of them had lost 
their jobs back home and told the meeting of the Support they are receiving 
from their churches. 


The participants agreed that there was need for a moral as well as economic 
renewal of society. They noted that the economic renewal should not only be 
accompanied by privatization, but also by ‘a better personalization of 
responsibility’. 


The next meetings are planned for next year in France and in Denmark. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.11.09 
GREEK ORTHODOX LEADER ON CHURCH UNITY (Tracy Early) 


Leader of the US-based Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, 
Archbishop Iakovos, has said his church's return to the US National Council of 
Churches depended on the NCC's adoption of a 'new agenda' centred on Christian 
unity. 


Over the past decade or so, he charged, the NCC has ‘abandoned' its proper 
spiritual activity for a social activism that ‘leads from one mistake to 
another' and furthers disunity. 


At a meeting (6 June), the Greek Archdiocesan synod decided to review its 
membership in the NCC, and Iakovos then suspended all Archdiocesan involvement 
(EPS 91.07.03). In an interview (18 October) in New York, he said many 
Orthodox clergy and lay members previously criticized him for the NCC ties, 
and responded to the suspension with approval. 


NCC President Leonid Kishkovsky, a priest of the Orthodox Church in America, 
and General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell, a minister of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), met with Iakovos (10 September) and promised to see 
whether more emphasis could be given to Christian unity, he said. 


In the past, the Orthodox have played a key role in such NCC decisions as 
refraining from endorsement of abortion rights and voting to ‘postpone 
indefinitely’ action on membership application of the Metropolitan Community 


Churches, a denomination oriented to serving homosexuals. But Iakovos said 
efforts to change the NCC from within were ‘to no avail' because of the large 
Protestant majority. Resolving matters now, he said, is ‘up to them'. 


ITakovos did not cite any immediately precipitating cause for the _ synod 
decision. But it came the day after Anglican Bishop Ronald Haines of 
Washington ordained a woman living openly as a lesbian. And the synod voted 
at the same time to suspend its participation in the US Orthodox-Anglican 
dialogue (EPS 91.09.09). 


Ordination of lesbians, along with other manifestations of the homosexuality 
issue, was among the topics Iakovos mentioned as reasons for concern. But he 
also objected to the NCC publishing an inclusive language lectionary and 
taking positions on political issues such as the nomination of Judge Clarence 
Thomas to the Supreme Court, which the NCC opposed (EPS 91.09.31). 


On the World Council of Churches, Iakovos said Orthodox complaints about the 
Canberra Assembly (Australia, 7-20 February) were evidence that the WCC had 


‘lost its cause and course' (EPS 91.02.83). Citing his long involvement in 
the ecumenical movement - including serving as representative of the 
Ecumenical Patriarch to the WCC in the 1950s and as a WCC president (from 
1961-68) - Iakovos said he was disturbed by the new developments. ‘This is 


why I am so hurt', he emphasized. 


He said he was scheduled to meet early next week with Presiding Bishop Edmond 
L. Browning of the US Episcopal [Anglican] Church. On 24 October, the 
Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), chaired by 
Iakovos, was to consider the NCC and Anglican dialogue questions. 


His recommendation, Takovos said, would not be withdrawal. But he said SCOBA 
might set up a commission for dialogue with the NCC while membership activity 


was suspended, and do something similar regarding the Anglican dialogue. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.10 
INDIA: LEADER DECRIES MENIAL ROLES GIVEN TO WOMEN IN THE CHURCH 


The moderator of the (United) Church of North India (CNI) has urged the church 
‘to be in the vanguard of the movement to release all women from the bondage 
in which they are held by superstition, lack of education, tradition and 
general helplessness ... . For the liberation of humanity, women's liberation 
is a must’. 


In an article in the October issue of The North India Churchman - taken from 
an address he gave in New Delhi in August on the Ecumenical Decade of Churches 
in Solidarity with Women - John Ghose criticized both the CNI's policies and 
practices regarding the participation of women. 


Women, Ghose noted, ‘form at least 50 per cent of the members, and probably 
constitute a much higher rate of the regular attenders at Sunday worship 


services. But what kind of church work do we tend to give to the women? 
Even that phrase of mine shows the dominating male element - "we tend to give 


them" ... This is one of the attitudes which we in the church have to 
overcome' 


The CNI constitution specifies that there should be ‘reserved seats' for women 
on church councils. But Ghose points out that this provision gives women no 
more than 15 to 20 per cent membership of these bodies. Rejecting the 
argument that it is: impossible to find women willing to be involved in the 
life of the church, Ghose says ‘the church must examine its own methods and 
see how it can get the women to be ready to come forward and contribute to all 
the councils of the church'. 


The CNI moderator also questioned claims that the status of women in Indian 
society as a whole is improving, noting that the literacy rate for women is 
still well under 30 per cent and that ‘violence against women has taken the 
forms of dowry murder, mass rape, abuse of amniocentesis and other tests for 
sex determination leading to abortion of female foetuses' 


He saw signs: of hope in the growth of women's gnaups in India, beginning among 

‘educated women in the major cities' but now "spreading to the smaller towns 
and villages’, and in the fact that issues of women's participation ‘are being 
taken up not only by the women themselves but by the church’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.11 
GERMANY: CHURCH LEADERS CONDEMN INCREASING MOLESTATION OF FOREIGNERS 


Recent attacks on asylum-seekers in Germany have elicited strong condemnations 
from church leaders and calls for the churches to stand alongside refugees. 
Visiting a hostel for asylum-seekers in Brandenburg, Martin Kruse, moderator 
of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, warned of dire 
consequences for German society of ‘regression into antipathy towards 
foreigners’. Residents of the hostel told the Berlin bishop that they were 
especially fearful of encounters with German youth. 


Church officials in Hanover, Hildesheim and the Rhineland added their voices 
to denunciations of verbal and physical attacks on refugees and appealed to 
church members to offer protection to asylum-seekers and help to overcome the 
presently poisoned climate with accurate information. Superintendent Walter 
Meyer-Roscher of Hildesheim characterized the ‘blind fury' of attacks against 
asylum-seekers as ‘an offence against God's commandments’ 


A declaration by the Protestant church in Hesse and Nassau, describing the 
right of asylum as an indivisible and inalienable right, warned that the 
consensus about Germany's special responsibility for people seeking help and 
protection is being imperilled. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.12 
BULGARIA: BIGGEST MEETING OF EUROPEAN BAPTIST UNIONS HELD 


The presence of 108 delegates and guests from 31 Baptist unions in Europe made 
the September 1991 meeting of the council of the European Baptist Federation 
in Varna/Bulgaria the best-attended since the federation was formed in 1949. 


The meeting was especially significant for Baptists in the host country, who 
until two years ago were forbidden by the government to have any contacts with 
the EBF. The council received into membership Baptist unions from Lebanon, 
Romania, Estonia, Latvia and Georgia. The 32 Baptist unions now in the 
Federation have about 8500 congregations with 750 000 members. 


Among items on the council agenda were Islam, new structures for the EBF and a 
three-year programme of economic assistance to Baptist unions in Eastern 
Europe, including printing and distribution of Bibles and Christian 
literature, technical and medical aid, support for pastors and seminaries and 
a new chapel in Varna, the first Baptist church building in Bulgaria in 60 
years, which was dedicated during the meeting. Individual Baptist 
congregations in Western Europe also sent more than 70 000 material aid 
packages worth about DM 2.5 million (about 1.6 million US dollars) to Bulgaria 
and Romania during the past winter. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.13 
PAPAL CALL FOR ECUMENICAL PRAYERS, RUSSIAN ORTHODOX TURN DOWN INVITATION 


An invitation from Pope John Paul II for a special ecumenical prayer meeting 
during the forthcoming synod of the Roman Catholic bishops of Europe 

(28 November-14 December) has drawn a negative response from the Russian 
Orthodox Church (ROC). 


In a letter (9 October) to European bishops, the Pope said he was convening 
the service on 7 December to pray that ‘a rediscovered solidarity, in a 
context of true justice and peace, might flourish' among the peoples of 
Europe. He encouraged the bishops to organize similar services in their own 
dioceses, inviting non-Catholic churches and communities to take part. 


The pope sent personal invitations to the service to several Orthodox 
patriarchs in Europe; invitations to Protestant churches were transmitted by 
the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity (PCPCU). 


The papal invitation was declined by the Patriarch of Moscow, Alexis II, who 
said sending a delegation to the synod or the ecumenical service would be 
misleading in view of the current state of relations between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Russian Orthodox Church. Alexis charged that a 
Spirit of fraternity and cooperation in these relations has given way to an 
‘almost indecent' proselytism on the part of the Catholic Church. 


Russian Orthodox-Roman Catholic relations, already tense over the issue of 
uniate churches in the Ukraine (churches with a largely Eastern Orthodox 
liturgy but in communion with Rome), have suffered further since April, when 
the Vatican designated five Catholic dioceses in the Soviet Union and 
nominated bishops to head them without consulting the Orthodox church. 


In response, a communiqué from the Holy See said that, while wishing to avoid 
polemics, it ‘could not let pass without comment certain accusations’ by the 
Russian church. The pope, said the communiqué, was only doing his duty by 
giving a pastor to Catholic faithful who have been without one for 70 years - 
just as the Russian Orthodox Church offers spiritual assistance to small 
communities outside the Soviet Union. PCPCU president Cardinal Edward 
Cassidy said in a radio interview that he regretted the ROC decision not to 
send observers to the synod. He noted that the ROC decision did not signify 
a break in relations between the two churches. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.14 
WCC WRITES TO MEMBER CHURCHES IN BALTICS, GEORGIA, ARMENIA 


The World Council of Churches' Central Committee meeting in Geneva (20-27 
September) delegated general secretary Emilio Castro to write to the WCC 
member churches in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Georgia and Armenia to express 
the Committee's support ‘for those church leaders, clergy and laity who, in 
various parts of the USSR, were witnessing to the truth of the Gospel and to 
their deep concern for human rights during the difficult and dangerous days of 
the August coup'. 


In his letter dated 4 October to the churches in Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania, Castro recalled the contents of the WCC earlier letter to the 
churches in the three countries of 9 September (EPS 91.09.08). That letter 
expressed 'joy' at the ‘affirmation' of independence for the Baltic states but 
cautioned that ‘the way ahead will certainly not be easy'. 


In the 4 October letter, Castro expressed confidence that the church in the 
three countries ‘will be enabled to play its full part in the healing of 
memory, in the process of reconciliation between old enemies, and in the 
development of new and vital democratic structures’. 


In the letter to the Georgian Orthodox Church, Castro wrote that the 
establishment of genuine democracy there has been ‘so often under threat’ and 
‘prayed’ that the process of seeking solutions to its political dilemmas, and 


peaceful coexistence between peoples and neighbouring nations - both within 
the Republic of Georgia, and with neighbouring republics - may continue 
unhindered. 


"We welcome the sign of hope which the recently-concluded Peace Treaty with 
Armenia represents, recalling the vital role Georgia has to play in the 
establishment of peace in Trans-Caucasia', Castro said. 


To the Armenian Apostolic Church, Castro wrote that since the ecumenical team 
visit to Armenia (EPS 91.07.23) organized by the WCC and the Conference of 
European Churches, '... we have followed with renewed attention the events in 
your country. We have taken steps to implement the recommendations of the 
delegation' and added that the WCC continues ‘to look for ways in which the 
ecumenical fellowship may contribute to the peaceful and just solution of the 
conflict in Nagorno-Karabagh'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.15 

KOREA: PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NOT READY FOR WOMEN ORDINATION 

The synod of the largest denomination in South Korea, the 1.4 million-member 
Presbyterian Church of Korea, voted in September not to allow the ordination 
of women to the ministry. According to a report from a German Protestant 
mission agency in Stuttgart, a number of women gathered during the synod 
meeting in Seoul for several days of prayer and fasting to try to convince the 
mostly male delegates to approve women's ordination. The synod is expected 
to take up the question again in three years. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.16 
SCOTLAND: CHURCH MINISTER SUSPENDED FOR REFUSING TO BAPTIZE BABIES 
A Church of Scotland minister has been suspended by the presbytery of 
Inverness/Scotland for refusing to baptize babies. Sandy Shaw, minister of 
Auldearn, believes baptism should be administered only to those old enough to 
‘repent and find faith in Jesus Christ’. He will remain on suspension until 
the presbytery holds its meeting 5 November. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.17 
NIGERIA: SCORES KILLED IN CHRISTIAN-MUSLIM CLASHES 


Several Nigerians were killed (14 October) in the worst spate of Christian- 
Muslim clashes in northern Nigeria in four years, according to press reports. 


The reports said much of the violence affected the Christian neighbourhood of 
Sabon Gari. There were conflicting reports of casualties. Some sources 
said 100 people were killed in the riots. The Nigerian Tribune newspaper put 
the death toll at 300. 


According to the reports, fighting erupted when news spread of the arrival of 
evangelist Reinhart Bonke from Germany in the predominantly-Muslim city of 
Kano to start a five-day evangelical crusade. By noon the following day, the 
clashes had spread, forcing the government to impose an 8.30 p.m. to 6.00 a.m. 
curfew. By the end of that day, Kano's international airport was closed and 
police cordons prohibited entry into the city of nearly six million people. 


Earlier this year, more than 100 people were killed following Christian-Muslim 
clashes in the northern state of Bauchi (EPS 91.05.08). The Christian 
Association of Nigeria reported at the time that 28 buildings, vicarages and 
other church property were destroyed in the riots. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.18 
ZAMBIA: ANGLICANS EXPRESS 'DEEP CONCERN' DURING RUN-UP TO MULTI-PARTY POLLS 


The Zambia Anglican Council has expressed ‘deep concern' at the ‘manner in 
which the current election campaign’ for the first multi-party presidential 
and general elections in 17 years is being conducted in Zambia. 


In a statement issued 19 October, the bishops said ‘threats and innuendoes are 
the order of the day. Each political rally and meeting reports of these 


---', the statement said. 


Following riots and other protests calling for a return to plural politics, 
Zambia reverted to multi-party politics early this year after being ruled by 
President Kenneth Kaunda for 27 years. 


In their statement, the Anglican bishops appealed for tolerance 'to be shown 
by all people' and appealed for respect for the ‘views of those with different 
political persuasions’. 


Noting that the people needed to know the truth in order to make proper 
decisions on election day scheduled for 31 October, the bishops’ urged 
politicians to give ‘facts and not fiction' to the electorate. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.19 
BRAZIL: PRIEST EXCOMMUNICATES TEN CHURCH MEMBERS FOR 'FAT SALARIES' 


Ladislau José Da Silva, a Roman Catholic priest in the town of Teresina in the 
northwestern Brazilian state of Piaui has excommunicated 10 city council 
members of his church for earning too much money, according to a report from 
the Peru-based Latinamerica Press. 


The city council members had voted to increase their salaries to roughly 1052 
US dollars per month. Da Silva said the officials had ‘sinned against the 
good faith of the people who voted for them' because of their high salaries, 
Latinamerica Press reported. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.20 
ECUVIEW: Prospects for Peace in the Middle East (I) (Ghassan Rubeiz) 


[This is the first part of a paper prepared for the Christian Aid/Middle East 
Council of Churches' Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees meeting. 
Rubeiz is secretary on the Middle East desk of the WCC Commission on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. The second part of the paper will be 
published in the next issue of EPS.] 


New regional realities favour the holding of peace talks between Arabs and 
Jews. Last Spring, when Syria announced its acceptance of the US initiative 
for holding the peace conference, a new momentum for peace in the area was 
born. Then Israel declared its support for Baker's plans; hope for a 
decisive peace conference was boosted further. A third crucial, courageous 
step was taken by the PLO in late September. Other Arab countries (Jordan, 
Lebanon, Egypt) had no hesitation in joining the peace process. 


The holding of the expected conference signifies change in the Middle East 
geo-political scene. First, there seems to be a new sense of realism in the 
Middle East in the wake of the Gulf War. Second, there is a feeling in the 
region that the USA may now be influential enough to start a peace process and 
to sustain it. Baker's active diplomacy shows renewed confidence. The 
fragmentation and demise of the Soviet world has strengthened the hands of the 
US in the region. 


Third, the balance of power in the Middle East has drastically changed. The 
Gulf crisis has made both Israel and Syria feel that they need the United 
States more than before. Syria has lost the benefits of its previously 
powerful ally, the Soviet Union. On the other hand, Israel lost its status 
as the unique strategic ally for the US in the region. Through the Gulf 
crisis Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Syria became partners in an assault on Iraq. 
The military deployment on Arab and Turkish land is no more a taboo. The 
political dependence of Saudi Arabia and the oil Arab sheikdoms on US and 
other Western countries has become a reality. The recent revelations of the 
UN inspection teams about the chemical and nuclear involvement of Iraq will 
make foreign surveillance in the region habitual. 


Nevertheless, the Americans now understand that the consequences of the Gulf 


crisis in the region are not all positive. It is true that they have won a 
decisive war, mobilized world public opinion in their direction and lined up 
the region's regimes behind them. But the US leaders realize that the 


success achieved in the Gulf cannot be maintained for long if the sentiments 
of the Arab people on the Palestine issue are ignored. : 


Furthermore, the Americans are aware of the social ‘overkill’ cost of the Gulf 
war. Although the Arabs may have registered the Gulf War as a tragedy of 
madness of the Iraqi regime, they have not approved of the costly assault on 
the Iraqi people. The moral cost of the destruction of Iraq by foreign 
forces is not forgotten. Should the peace be derailed, despair and tension 
would flood the region and the regimes may become vulnerable to possible 
uprisings. It is not surprising that the regimes of Egypt, Syria and Turkey 
were paid handsome amounts of money (through debt reduction or grants) to 
contribute to the stability of their societies. The American government 
seems unwilling to close the 'file' of the Gulf crisis before it rewards the 
region's people with a peace dividend of some kind. 


In the Middle East peace is a fragile bird; it is vulnerable to the point of 
extinction. The built-up momentum for peace may dissipate. [over] 


middle east peace prospects/2 


A recent guest from Lebanon has brought me a story which exemplifies how 
suspicious the people in the region are about peace prospects. He reported 
that many Lebanese these days speak seriously about the probability of a new 
attack by Israel on Lebanon to acquire more territories which would be 
bartered for peace in the future. While this story seems unlikely today, 
Lebanon remains a target area for introducing instability in the region. 
Moreover, as Palestinians are pushed further and further to offer compromises 
and to suffer in the Occupied Territories and in the Arab world, there is no 
guarantee against terror groups' action at any time. In times of despair, 
terror elements often try to register anger through bloody events. In 
Israel, advocates of the status quo exploit terror also to justify the 
paralysing of the mechanisms of justice. ... 


Arabs and Jews so far have fought five wars, in 1948, 1956, 1967, 1973 and 
1982. In 1990 they almost went to war, and at any time war is possible. 


Arabs and Jews have different expectations of justice; the feelings on both 
sides are so ingrained; the reading of the history of each community is so 
subjective; the suffering of people is so immense and the political road 
blocks are monumental. To talk about peace is to have faith; it is to try 
for miracles; it is to look forward to a new erea of attitudes and realities. 


It may be helpful to point out where each side stands on the issue of a just 
solution, in order to realize how distant Arabs and Jews are politically. 

Arabs expect a just solution to bring them the following: withdrawal of 
Israel from West Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem to allow creation of a 
Palestinian state; UN-based solution to Palestinian refugees; withdrawal of 
Israel from Syrian Golan Heights; and withdrawal of Israel from South Lebanon. 


In return, the Arab states would be willing to offer the following: 
recognition of Israel as a legitimate state; a peace agreement which would 
open all borders in the region; allow for presence of an international 
peace-keeping force in the area for monitoring of stability and prevention of 
future hostilities. ; 


Despite deep differences among Israelis on what to offer Arabs for peace, in 
the long run, the Israelis may offer the following ‘concessions': partial 
withdrawal from the West Bank, substantial withdrawal from Gaza and no 
withdrawal from East Jerusalem; partial withdrawal from Golan Heights with 
special border security arrangements; and full withdrawal from Lebanon with 
border security arrangements. Other concessions may be no right of return to 
Palestinian refugees but some symbolic relaxation of rules for return, and no 
Palestinian State, but some expansion of Jordan to include part of the 
released Occupied Territories over stages of partial autonomy leading to 
independence. 


The Israelis expect from Arabs: explicit recognition; peace and total 
normalization, including full economic relations; and security arrangements 


which would give Israel future guarantees for peace and integration in the 
Pagrome! PF. 


The narrowing of differences will be slow and painful. The United States, 
which is orchestrating this peace process, will have to push both sides 
firmly, yet gently, in order to gradually reach a breakthrough. Of the many 
differences between the Arabs and Jews, the Jerusalem question and the issue 
of the right of return of Palestinian refugees to the Occupied Territories 


stand out. Israel has annexed Jerusalem, but this annexation is illegal. 
--- [EPS] 
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The Association of Christian Lay Centres in Africa will hold its general 
assembly in August 1992 under the theme ‘Abundant Life in Jesus Christ’. The 
venue has not yet been named. 


The first world convention of Lay Centres will be held in North Carolina/USA, 
in September 1993, under the theme 'Weaving Solidarity for Justice and Peace’. 


The London-based Africa Watch, an international human rights organization 
which specializes on Africa wishes to employ two researchers. For more 
information, please write to Africa Watch, 90 Borough High Street, London SEl 
REL epieTed:. \(071))378 8008s) -Fax: (071) 378 28020. 


The All Africa Conference of Churches will hold a symposium on Problems and 
Promises for Mission; Africa Beyond 2000 in Mombasa/Kenya from 8-15 November 
1991. 


The following situation reports are available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2. 


situation report (#4, 11 October) on Sri Lankan ethnic conflict 
situation report (#1, 17 October) on primary human needs in 
Albania 


The 3rd Triennial World Evangelical Congregational Fellowship Conference 
will be held in Sydney/Australia, 14-20 September 1992. The theme of the 
meeting is 'Evangelism'. 


Listen To The Sunrise: Hymns and Prayers by Kenneth I. Morse is a new book 
available from Faithquest, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL. 60120, USA. Price: 
US$9.95. 


A new book, The Power and the Glory by Esmond Jefferies is available from 
the publishers, Arthur James Book Publishers, 1 Cranbourne Road, London N10 
2BT. Price: 7.99 UK pounds. 
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WCC DELEGATION ENDS TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA 


At the end of a moving twelve-day visit to South Africa, World Council of 
Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro told reporters that although he 
recognized the beginning of change in the country, ‘the edifice of apartheid, 
regrettably, still stands firm'. 


While the leader of the world ecumenical body said it might be time for 
"people to people' sanctions to be lifted, the removal of economic and 
financial sanctions was sending a wrong signal to ‘those who have profited 
from apartheid and to the poor’. 


Those sanctions should be lifted only when the process of constitutional 
change indicated that real political power was being shared, he said. 


Castro and his staff had come on a pastoral visit at the invitation of the 
South African Council of Churches. The WCC delegation divided its time 
between visits with church leaders of different traditions and political 
leaders, and meetings with persons in townships and rural areas. 


In almost every city and township on their itinerary, the delegation visited 
communities devastated by brutal fighting between different political factions, 
and heard accusations that forces within the government were responsible for 
inciting much of that violence. 


The WCC leader condemned the ‘toleration of violence' in South African 
society, saying he had brought that concern to the major political leaders, 
including State President F.W. de Klerk, Nelson Mandela, and Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. 


‘It is difficult for us to understand the inability of the security forces to 
impartially protect the lives and property of all citizens of this country', 
he said. 


Castro also cautioned South Africans on their understanding of reconciliation, 
warning that ‘any concept of reconciliation that allows the injustice of the 
past to continue or makes an attempt at restitution will not result in peace’. 


Castro said the return of land to persons forced off by apartheid laws was of 
special concern to the people he had met during the visit. 


Women and youth had paid a particularly high price under apartheid, according 
to the ecumenical leader. He urged the churches to press for remedial 
educational opportunities for the hundreds of thousands of young people who 
had taken to the streets, choosing ‘liberation first, then education'. He 
and his staff noted the resilience of women in the face of apartheid, and said 
the churches have a responsibility to ‘open up the possibilities of a 
non-sexist society’. 


Castro ended his visit at a conference in Cape Town of local and overseas 
churches discussing an ‘ecumenical agenda for a changing South Africa’. (see 
related item in this issue EPS 91.11.33). 


The World Council of Churches had been banned from entering South Africa for 
more than twenty years because of its critical role in the global struggle 
against apartheid. Castro pledged that the WCC would continue to support its 
member churches and others in South Africa who have been a ‘witness to God's 
justice’. [EPS] 
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HAITIAN PRESIDENT VISITS WCC, SAYS DEMOCRACY HALTED BY ‘CRIMINAL COUP' 


His people's non-violent struggle for justice, peace, democracy and unity was 
the underlying theme of Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide during a 24 
October visit to the World Council of Churches in Geneva. 


Elected by 67 per cent of the popular vote in December 1990, Aristide was 
forced out of the country on 30 September by a military coup. In welcoming 
him to the Ecumenical Centre, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro told the 
Haitian president that the occasion was one of both joy and _ sadness. 
Aristide said that his visit provided an opportunity to use theological 
language to give greater depth to the political message. He characterized 
his commitment to justice and democracy in Haiti as a matter of Christian 
obedience motivated by faith in God. 


Progress towards justice and dignity for Haiti's poor was interrupted by the 
‘criminal coup' led by General Raoul Cedras, Aristide said. A ‘small group' 
in the military has been responsible for killing and wounding several thousand 
people in the weeks since the coup. 


Aristide said that the Haitian people have shown almost boundless patience and 


goodness. With immense courage they have faced armoured vehicles in the 
streets. Now they are accused of violence by the real perpetrators of 
violence. If international attention moves elsewhere and non-violent efforts 


fail, he said, the testimony of this struggle will remain to inspire others. 


Asked whether he favours abolishing Haiti's army, Aristide said that as 
president he must respect the constitution. If restored, he will grant 
amnesty to those who simply obeyed orders, in order to re-establish the 
‘marriage between army and people’. But he insisted that '‘Cedras and the 
other criminals must go to prison or leave the country'. Adequate training 
of the police was also essential, Aristide said. 


Haiti's churches have expressed the desire to return to democracy, the 
president said. But he underlined the role of churches elsewhere, since the 
people of Haiti, a large percentage of them illiterate, are unable to make 
their voices heard since most independent radio stations have been banned. 


Aristide met privately with staff of the WCC and other church bodies to 


discuss means of ecumenical support to his cause. Later, at a press 
conference, he expressed faith in the international community's ability to 
overthrow the authors of the coup non-violently. A total embargo, while not 


yet a reality, could achieve this within a few days, he said. Haiti's poor, 
who ‘have lived under an embargo for centuries now say yes to this embargo!' 


Asked about charges that he himself has been responsible for killings, 
Aristide's denial was vehement: 'No, no and no again!'. As to the fact that 
French president Frangois Mitterrand is expressing support but still allows 
former Haitian dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier to live in France, Aristide 
explained that negotiations on this with the French government, which he 
intends to initiate, were not pursued by interim Haitian regimes since 1986. 


On a possible compromise upon which his return might be conditioned, Aristide 
was clear: ‘I am the president of Haiti. I am prepared to accept the 
nomination of a new government or prime minister. But new presidential 
elections would be another way to kill the Haitian people!' [EPS] 
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WORLD EVANGELISM BODY NOT COUNTERPART TO WCC, SAYS YUGOSLAV THEOLOGIAN 


The Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization (LCWE) - which, along with the 
World Evangelical Fellowship (WEF), is one of the two major international 
evangelical umbrella associations - is not a counterpart of the World Council 
of Churches, according to Peter Kuzmic, a Pentecostal theologian from 
Yugoslavia and a member of the LCWE executive. 


Kuzmic, who also heads the WEF theological commission, told a press conference 
at a September LCWE consultation in Budapest that the Lausanne Committee 
understands itself as a part of the Protestant movement which is seeking to 
promote evangelization around the world. It is not an '‘organization', he 
said, and thus has no formal relations with churches or with bodies like the 
WCC. 


Kuzmic himself was invited by the WCC as one of five ‘evangelical advisers' to 
the Seventh Assembly in Canberra (7-20 February). 


Asked about the Lausanne Committee's relations with the Roman Catholic Church, 
its chair, US evangelist Leighton Ford, said LCWE welcomes all initiatives for 
evangelization, Bible-reading and personal faith, including those from the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


Two other evangelical leaders were quoted in Idea-Spektrum, information 
service of the German Evangelical Alliance, as Saying their groups have no 
present plans for increased contacts with the World Council of Churches. 


Karl-Wilhelm Hees, general secretary of the European Evangelical Alliance, and 
David Howard, international director of the WEF, were responding to remarks at 
the September WCC Central Committee meeting by Walter Arnold (Evangelical 
Church in Germany), who called for closer ties between evangelicals and the 
World Council (EPS 91.10.02). 


Howard told Idea that evangelicals maintain their reservations about the 
theological direction of the WCC. The WEF Theological Commission, he said, 
is preparing a book that is critical of the presentation at the Canberra 
Assembly by Korean theologian Chung Hyun-Kyung. 


Arnold said in his Central Committee presentation on evangelicals and the WCC 
that he was speaking for evangelicals in WCC member’ churches. He 
acknowledged that some other evangelical leaders are indifferent or opposed to 
the WCC. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.24 
HONG KONG: CHRISTIAN GROUPS URGE RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHINA 


More than 20 Christian groups in Hong Kong made a joint appeal to the Chinese 
authorities (1 October) - the national day of the People's Republic of China - 
calling for more respect for human rights in China, according to a report 
appearing in the 11 October issue of the Roman Catholic weekly, Asia Focus. 


In an open letter to Chinese Premier Li Peng, the group restated their concern 
for those jailed after the 1989 pro-democracy movement in Beijing. 


The group also said they believe it is the responsibility of Christians to 
defend human dignity and economic, cultural, and civil rights through love and 
sympathy. ‘The right to live and to enjoy individual freedom, which ought to 
be respected by every government and everybody, should not be arbitrarily 
deprived under the name of keeping public order and internal security', the 
group stated. [EPS] 
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CONSULTATION DEBATES MISSION IN CHANGING EUROPE 


Visited by the Apostles in the earliest days of Christianity, Crete occupies a 
special place in the history of mission and evangelism. 


The choice of the Orthodox Seminary there as the site for a consultation 
focussing on practical aspects of contemporary mission in Europe today was 
thus a source of inspiration to the over 60 religious and laypersons who 
gathered in Crete last month at the invitation of the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC). 


The consultation was the third in a series on mission organized by the CEC. 
The participants represented Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, 
Reformed, Methodist, Waldensian, Baptist and Mennonite congregations in 
twenty-six European countries. Also present were five participants from 
other parts of the world. 


Listening to each others' stories of local mission and evangelism made 
participants aware of the extent to which the changing European context is 
offering new opportunities, but also new challenges. 


These include 'the re-awakening of the old demon of nationalism', the erection 
of new economic and racist barriers, a growing gap between rich and poor 
within particular countries, an unreadiness to assume responsibility along 
with newfound freedoms, and the problem of proselytism and loosening 
ecumenical commitment. 


Participants from Eastern Europe voiced fears about ‘triumphalist' forms of 
mission in many of their countries today. A tidal wave of North American 
‘evangelicals' and the 'too-political' presence of the Roman Catholic Church 
are perceived as a new kind of Western aggression that disregards the 
historical role of the Orthodox Church. 


In a ‘Letter from Crete’, the consultation addressed European churches and 


missionary organizations and called for closer ecumenical cooperation between 
them. 


Warning that ‘a divided witness can become a counter-witness', it suggested 
that the common missionary task requires new approaches ‘in critical 
continuity with the past and deeply rooted in the local churches'. 


It urged European churches to collaborate more closely in renewing worship, 
exchanging educational and training resources, and dialoguing with mission 
organizations, inter-church aid agencies, action groups and base communities 
to seek a common vision and praxis of mission and diakonia. 


Where no ecumenical council of churches yet exists, churches should urgently 
consider setting up such bodies at local and national levels, the letter said. 


For non-Orthodox participants the consultation offered an introduction to the 


life and worship of the Orthodox Church. For participants in general, study 
of St Paul's letters to the early Christian communities suggested a ‘message 
and mandate we should implement in our family of European churches' - that of 


reconciliation. [EPS] 
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UK: CONFERENCE ON URBAN CRISIS HELD 


An international conference to look at new ways of assisting poverty-stricken 
and needy people in the increasingly 'crisis-ridden cities suffering from the 
stress of exploding populations', was held in Birmingham (23-30 October), 
according to a 31 October press release from the UK-based World Urban Missions 
(WUM). 


The meeting, whose theme was 'A New Vision for Missions in the 90s', was 
attended by 150 leaders of non-denominational City Missions from 23 countries 
around the globe, including some from former communist countries. The 
meeting also discussed the special needs of people in Africa, Asia, South 
America and Mexico, India and Eastern Europe. 


The meeting resolved to elect a steering committee to establish ‘a framework 
for linking city missions and rescue missions around the world into a care and 
support network...'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.27 
KENYA: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS REITERATE CALL FOR DEMOCRATIZATION 


The Kenya Roman Catholic bishops have again urged the Kenyan government to 
allow those calling for multi-party politics to be given a chance to be heard, 
according to a report from the Nairobi-based All Africa Press Service. (See 
related item in this issue, EPS 91.11.34). 


In a pastoral letter titled ‘Pastoral Concerns in the Present Situation' 
issued 2 October and released by Bishop John Njue of Embu diocese on behalf of 
the 18 Roman Catholic bishops, the church leaders addressed themselves to the 
political, economic, and social problems in Kenya. 


The letter specifically singled out the escalating prices of basic 
commodities, the widening gap between the rich and the poor, low salaries, 
ethnic conflicts, unrest and indiscipline in educational institutions, lack of 
freedom of expression and movement, and lack of protection for the environment, 
as some of the problems facing Kenya. 


The letter said in part: ‘It is in the perspective of the ever greater 
demands of the Kingdom of God that we feel compelled to remind all, and 
especially our leaders, of the pressing exigencies of this Kingdom, a Kingdom 
of justice and peace that is already among us but that is not yet fully 
realized and for which we pray everyday when we say "Thy Kingdom come"'. 


Relations between the churches and the government of President Daniel arap 
Moi, who has ruled Kenya as a one-party state since 1982, have not been 
cordial. The churches have called for the return to multi-party politics. 
The government on its part has accused the churches of playing the role of an 
opposition party. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.28 

PHILIPPINES: ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN LAND REFORM BID 

The Roman Catholic archdiocese in the Philippine capital of Manila is leading 
a campaign in support of an urban land reform bill which, if passed, will 
benefit up to three million squatters in the church's archdiocese. An RC 
task force helped write the bill that requires city municipal governments to 
draw up land use plans to fulfil poor people's housing needs, and housing 
contractors to reserve a fifth of all developed land for low-income housing. 
The lobbying is reportedly the most overt church support for a piece of 
legislation since the RC fielded thousands of supporters for a 1987 rural land 
reform. [EPS] 
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AFRICAN ECUMENICAL BODY APPEALS ON ZAIRE 


The Kenya-based All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) has appealed to the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU) to intervene in the current ‘volatile 
situation in Zaire. 


In a letter addressed to OAU chairman President Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria 
dated 28 October, AACC General Secretary José Chipenda said that what is at 
stake in Zaire are the lives of the Zairean people and the image and dignity 
of the African personality and his ability to govern himself and to manage 
change. 


The letter added that in the midst of the country's stalled road to democracy, 
Zaire is in the unfortunate grip of near collapse of law and order, 
precipitated last month by rampaging unpaid soldiers. 


'That civilians risked their lives to participate in the subsequent looting, 
is a clear indication of the extent of the immediate and past economic denials 
and deprivation' the people have been subjected to in a ‘continent so richly 
endowed by God'. 


The letter added that the 'Zairean people, like their counterparts elsewhere 
in Africa, have shown determination to have a say in who and how they are 
governed. True to their calling, Christian churches have rallied behind the 
democratic movement in Africa, because they believe in God's liberation and 
solidarity which applies to all His people’. 


The AACC noted that French and Belgian troops have played ‘a most dubious 
role' in Zaire and in Africa in the past, but expressed concern that their 
departure from this huge Central African nation ‘at this time may further 
complicate the already chaotic situation. 


'We are convinced that now is the time for, and it is a mandate of the OAU, to 
get in touch with President Mobutu and the two contending prime ministers in 
order to find a peaceful solution to their country's political situation', the 
AACC said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.30 
INDIA: CHURCH WORKERS DECRY BHOPAL DECISION 


Indian church personnel and volunteer agencies working among victims of the 
1984 Bhopal poison gas tragedy are ‘disappointed and anxious’ about the 
court's decision to uphold a previous ruling on the case, according to a 
report appearing in the 18 October edition of the Hong Kong-based Asia Focus. 


A 3 October judgement of the Indian Supreme Court unanimously upheld the 470- 
million US dollar compensation settlement by the multinational Union Carbide 
Company (UCC) with the Indian federal government. The disaster happened on 2 
December 1984 when gas leaked from the UCC's Indian subsidiary in central 
Madhya Pradesh killing 4000 people and leaving over one million permanently 
disabled. ‘It is disappointing' said T.K. John, a Jesuit Father who has been 
involved in the relief work since the disaster. 


George Pereira, an official of the Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of India's 
health commission said the court order reveals the government's lethargic 
attitude towards the health of the Indian people. ‘Seven years after the 


disaster, they are still not in a hurry to reach the thousands of patients', 
he complained. [EPS] 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES WELCOMES MIDDLE EAST PEACE INITIATIVES 


The World Council of Churches has welcomed the peace talks on the Middle East 
which opened in the Spanish capital, Madrid, on 30 October. 


In a letter to the heads of delegations to the conference, the officers of the 
WCC said following their meeting in Geneva (30-31 October), that they send to 
the conference ‘sincere wishes for success’. The WCC officers are Central 
Committee Moderator Aram Keshishian, Vice Moderators Soritua Nababan and 
Nélida Ritchie, and General Secretary Emilio Castro. 


"Reiterating a. long-standing commitment to a negotiated settlement of the 
conflict in the region, the World Council of Churches recognizes the historic 
opportunity which your present endeavour represents, and urges you to address 
all issues comprehensively in moving towards a permanent solution to the 
region's disunity', the letter said. 


The letter appealed to the meeting for every effort to be made to ensure that 
‘the legitimate rights of all peoples and nations of the region' be 
safeguarded and that ‘their aspirations, dignity, self-determination and 
security’ be realized. ‘We are aware that achieving peace in the Middle East 
is a task of immense difficulty', the letter said, but noted that ‘it is 
urgent ... that the suffering caused by war and occupation be put to an end, 
and that intensive and constructive contributions of all parties' be made in 
the achievement of peace. 


In a related development, the patriarchs and heads of the Christian 
communities in Jerusalem sent a message (30 October) to the delegates to the 
peace conference in Spain. 


The church: leaders expressed their ‘deep commitment and pastoral concern for 
the welfare of all peoples in this land' and called upon ‘all the parties 
concerned to remember that all people carry the same image and likeness of God 


"We assure you of our constant prayers. On this very day as you meet in 
Madrid, thousands of Christians in the Holy Land as well as throughout the 
world are praying fervently for the success of the Peace Conference’. 


The leaders also ‘prayed’ that the participants in the conference ‘will be 
guided to lay the foundation for a peaceful resolution of the Middle East 
conflict based on justice and truth for all'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.32 
BURUNDI: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS LINK INTERNAL CONFLICT TO LACK OF FAITH 


Roman Catholic bishops from five central African countries met in Bujumbura, 
Burundi, at the end of September to discuss the church's role in the face of 
common problems in the region, including a growing number of migrants and 
refugees. 2 


In a closing declaration, the 15 bishops - from Burundi, Rwanda, Tanzania, 
Uganda and Zaire - said that although there are many baptized Christians in 
the region, ‘internal conflicts have led to massacres, destruction and forced 
removals of people ... .’ The root of the problem, they suggested, is that 
the Christian faith has not sufficiently penetrated the mentality of the 
people. 


The declaration says the chief cause of the 'fratricidal conflicts' of recent 
years are ethnic and tribal differences which have created 'a vicious circle 
of fear, mistrust and manipulation rooted in racist ideologies... 
incompatible with the Christian faith’. [EPS] 
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ECUTEXT: WCC Statement at End of Pastoral Visit to South Africa 


[This is the text of a statement issued in Cape Town by the WCC delegation at 
the end of its pastoral visit to South Africa, 23 October 1991.] 


We came to this country at the invitation of Christians who are members of the 
World Council of Churches and the South African Council of Churches. We came 
to listen to the people of South Africa, especially those who have suffered 
under apartheid. The World Council has always taken the position that racism 
is incompatible with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The apartheid system, and 
the attempt to use the Biblical faith to support that system, was and is for 
us a heretical attempt to sacralize racial injustice. On our visit we have 
met with religious, political and community leaders. With our Christian 
sisters and brothers, we have worshipped in the townships and in the cities. 
We have been encouraged by the resilience of the women and men, who, in spite 
of years of oppression, have maintained their dignity and are steadfast in the 
pursuit of a just society. 


We have visited the tin shacks of people who have no proper place to live 
because apartheid has taken away their land. We have prayed with persons 
whose bodies have been wounded by modern and traditional weapons. We have 
mourned with a mother and father whose daughter was murdered in Tokoza 
township. While we have recognised the beginning of a change in society 
towards the goals of democracy and human rights, it is clear from what we have 
seen and heard that apartheid is still very alive in this country. Certain 
legislative pillars may have been removed, but the edifice of apartheid, 
regrettably, still stands firm. If the sins of apartheid are to be removed 
from this beautiful country, then, amongst others, the following realities 
must be addressed. From our biblical understanding of the sanctity of human 
life, we condemn most strongly the toleration of violence that exists in this 
country. We saw the devastation of violence and its effect upon the poor, 
especially women and children. We brought this concern to all political 
leaders. It is difficult for us to understand the inability of the security 
forces to impartially protect the lives and property of all citizens of this 
country. We call upon all those responsible for the maintenance of peace to 
root out from whatever corner, including the police and security forces, all 
those who are using violence to obstruct the road towards democracy and human 
rights. We hope and pray that all parties will observe the spirit and letter 


of the recently signed National Peace Accord and will move positively towards 
the negotiation table. 


Our Christian faith commits us to work for reconciliation and peace. But, 
there can be no reconciliation or peace without justice. To our sorrow, we 
have often heard the word reconciliation used without any sense of repentance 
or offer of restitution. Justice demands that the economy be adjusted to 
meet the needs and rights of the poor and oppressed. Any concept of 
reconciliation that allows the injustice of the past to continue, or makes no 
attempt at restitution, will not result in peace. The issue of the return of 
land to persons who were moved by apartheid decrees is of special concern. 

We have found that sanctions have been and continue to be effective as one way 
of inducing positive change. During our discussions, we detected a mood that 
processes towards a strategic easing out of sanctions could now begin. In 
our consultation with the South African churches we are facing these issues 
firmly and honestly. The result will be conveyed to you at the appropriate 
time. We long to celebrate with you the end of apartheid and the beginning 


of a just, non-racial, non-sexist democratic society. For that day to come, 
all parts of society, including the churches, will need to work together in a 
spirit of openness and truth. We are thankful for the witness to God's 


justice that our member churches and many others have made in the past. The 
ecumenical family was privileged to stand with you then, and we pledge our 
prayers and continued support during these difficult days ahead. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Swimming against the Tide in Kenya (Lonni K. Jackson) 


(This item first appeared in the October 1991 edition of Religion and 
Democracy, a publication of the US-based Institute on Religion and Democracy 
of October 1991. Related item, EPS 91.11.27) ] 


While democratic movements have been Sweeping through much of Africa, forcing 
reform and greater political freedom where autocratic leaders have ruled for 
decades, President Daniel arap Moi of Kenya is one leader who is reversing 
this trend. 


Until recently, Kenya was seen widely as one of the most tolerant and peaceful 
countries on a continent plagued by kleptocracies, corruption, and ethnic 
wars. Indeed, Kenya was viewed as an emerging democracy with a bright 
future, and a stable economic base. 


Many church leaders no longer imagine such a bright future. As more and more 
Kenyans - 80 percent of whom profess Christianity - voice their disapproval of 
the government, they are being met with intolerance. The church, as an 
institution, is vulnerable to repression by the Moi regime. 


Like most African countries, Kenya is ruled by a one-party government with no 
term limitations on its president. Party loyalty is the key to political 
(and often economic) success. Unlike most African countries, however, this 
has not always been the case. 


Kenya has a history of constitutional succession of power, and a healthy 
regard for an independent judiciary. This began to change soon after 
President Moi came to power in 1978. 


In 1982 Moi banned all political parties in Kenya except his own KANU party, 
and in 1988 he abolished the independent judiciary, preferring instead 
personally to appoint justices to the court himself. Political dissent is 
not tolerated, and protesters have been dealt with severely. 


This refusal to allow dissent, and a bad record of human rights abuses, has 
increasingly brought the government into confrontation with the indigenous 
churches. In fact, church leaders have participated widely in human rights 
and political action groups to press the government to restore former 
constitutional freedoms and political pluralism. 


The government has periodically accused church leaders of behaving like an 
Opposition party, an accusation implicating church leaders in illegal 
activities. Last year, Moi denounced the Anglican church allegedly for 
plotting to destabilize his government. 


Moi also advised church leaders to Stay out of politics and concentrate on 
preaching the word of God; he said he would get tough with leaders uttering 
subversive statements. 


Kenyan Anglican Archbishop Manasses Kuria challenged Moi to identify Anglicans 
said to be plotting to destabilize the government, and described the Anglican 
church in Kenya as a church under Siege. Kuria then called for a national 
convention to debate the ideas of one-party and multi-party political systems. 
[over] 
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This call was supported by Roman Catholic Bishop Peter Kairo. Soon after, a 
senior government official said that Kuria had insulted Moi, and urged the 
government to investigate the activities of several Anglican bishops. He 


also called for the resignation of Kuria. 


Another senior official charged that Kuria used ungodly means to become 
archbishop, and that this was not the first time the archbishop had tried to 
undermine the president. Finally, he called Kuria a Lucifer who would not 
enter heaven. 


Strong statements by government officials close to Moi may sound like 
hyperbole, but events have suggested that these are not idle threats. 


In March of last year, a Presbyterian minister was arrested on the grounds 
that he had written ‘seditious’ entries in a desk diary. He was subsequently 
sentenced to six years in jail. 


The minister later claimed that he was coerced into signing a confession in 
which he implicated the Anglican and Presbyterian churches, as well as the 
National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK), in seditious activities. 


Then, in August of the same year, Bishop Alexander Muge, an outspoken critic 
of the government, was killed in a suspicious automobile accident, two days 
after receiving a death threat from a cabinet minister. 


The churches. have not been united in their call for increased political 
freedom. In October, the Pentecostal Assemblies of God (PAG) church withdrew 
its membership from the NCCK charging that the NCCK has become an unofficial 
opposition party. 


Even those committed to political reform disagree about the shape the 
government should take. Some, such as the late Bishop Muge, suggested that a 
one-party system with strong checks and balances is best. 


Others, such as Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu, argue that a multi-party system 
is necessary. 


Yet Christians have refused to allow the call for political freedom to be 
muffled. In July, the NCCK, the Anglican Church of Kenya, and the Law 
Society of Kenya, announced the formation of the Kenya Justice and Peace 
Convention (KJPC) in order to facilitate discussion by Kenyans on the 
political and economic future of their country. 


Announcing the Convention's formation, Okullu stated that there is a 
‘deepening and worsening political crisis', and a ‘pervading climate of fear 
and uncertainty' in the country. 


He said that a primary aim of the KJPC is peaceful change through public 
dialogue and the people's understanding of their rights and responsibilities 
as free citizens. 


It remains to be seen how the Moi government will respond to this latest 
challenge. [EPS] 
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ECUVIEW: Prospects for Peace in the Middle East (II) (Ghassan Rubeiz) 


[This is the second part of a paper prepared for the Christian Aid/Middle East 
Council of Churches' Department of Service to Palestinian Refugees meeting 
(the first part appeared in EPS 91.11.20). Rubeiz is secretary on the Middle 
East desk of the WCC Commission on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World 
Service. ] 


--.- Israel has annexed Jerusalem, but this annexation is illegal. Some kind 
of a special status for Jerusalem would have to be provided to allow both 
Arabs and Jews to use this city as a symbol of nationhood. Moreover, 


Jerusalem's interreligious status implies the need to maintain access for all 
communities as a centre for pilgrimage, peace and pluralism. 


The right of Palestinian refugees to return to homeland may be _ solved 
partially in a Jordanian-Palestinian federation. Such a federation may be 
large enough to absorb an extra million or more Palestinians from their 
diaspora in the Arab World and elsewhere. 


There are now about three million Palestinians outside the Israeli-ruled 
areas. However, as long as Israel maintains its rule over the Territories, 
this state would be unwilling to allow Palestinians to return to their place 
OEP 46rigin. With Israel's current involvement in settling Jews from the 
Soviet Union, it sees Palestinian returnees to homeland as a threat to its own 
demographic expansion. 


To talk now about the status of Jerusalem and the right of return of 
Palestinians would be too provocative to Israelis. The basic breakthrough in 
exchange of land for peace has to be achieved first, before the right of 
refugees and the status of Jerusalem may be dealt with. ... 


In the area of building trust and confidence between the two sides, the 
churches and non-governmental organizations must play a significant role. 
This private sector can promote bridge-making literature, literature about 
peace and reconciliation. 


There are several books available which convey the urgency of peace and expose 
moderate views of Israelis and Arabs. There are ideas advanced by peace 
workers which show how to reconcile the national aspirations of Israelis, 
Palestinians and the wider Arab world. ... 


The ban on talks with the Palestine Liberation Organization by Israel is 
unsound and counter-productive. Prophetic speakers should be prompted to 
spread the message of trust and cooperation. We have heard enough from 
political leaders who preach conflict and separation of people. 


The Israeli peace activist Abie Nathan is in jail for meeting with Arafat. A 
public campaign to free him is urgent. Other people, of his status, must 
offer personal sacrifice for peace. Criminalization of contact with the PLO 
is tantamount to promotion of terrorism. People resort to terrorism when 
they are in despair. [over] 
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Abie Nathan's visit to Tunis is morally equivalent to Sadat's visit to 


Jerusalem. The Israeli threat to arrest the two Palestinians who are 
negotiating procedures for the conference with Mr Baker, on the basis. that 
they had alleged contact with the PLO, is irrational. Such a move from 


Israel would backfire and turn Faisal Husseiny and Hanan Ashrawi into heroes. 


These two personalities ought to be given support for their honorable work as 
brokers of peace. 


Groups of women and youth from Palestine and Israel ought to be hosted to 
speak about peace and pluralism in the region. Mixing groups from both 
communities and challenging them to offer new ideas about peace ought to be 
tried more often through church programmes of reconciliation. 


Artists from the two sides should be helped to tour the world and convey their 
peace messages. On the local and international level, concerts and theatre 
can do wonders in shaping attitudes. 


Humanitarian aid to agencies which are giving service to suffering people in 
the Occupied Territories and to refugees elsewhere should be helped through 
increased funds and solidarity. 


Money alone cannot do solidarity work. The supporting agencies must engage 


themselves in learning about the causes of conflict in the Arab world, and in 
the Third World. 


They must explain the issues to their public. The connection between. the 
suffering of the third world and the policies of the first world has not been 
sufficiently discussed. The private sector can promote such discussion. 


Post Script 


In Madrid, the first phase of the peace process talks went well, particularly 


for the Palestinian and Israeli negotiators. The Palestinians, have already 
shown unusual flexibility. There is a start of an agreement on giving 
autonomy to the Palestinians for a transitional period. The nature of this 
‘autonomy' is not clear. Palestinians will argue for autonomy which would 
include control of land, stopping settlements in the Occupied Territories and 
future full self-governing. The Israelis will be difficult.. on these 
concessions. 


Despite the initial negativism in the Syrian and Israeli talks, it. is easier 
to negotiate on the Golan and South Lebanon than on .the Occupied 
Territories. The Occupied Territories are in the '‘heart' of. Israel, 
geographically, psychologically and strategically. 


We remain hopeful but very cautious about the outcome. The problem between 
Arabs and Jews is so complex. It is about land, security, peace, identity 
and peoplehood. The Arabs are emphasizing land, identity and peoplehood, but 
the Israelis are emphasizing peace and _ security. Both will hopefully 
converge on all five dimensions, comprehensively. [EPS] | 
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ECUVIEW: Challenges facing the South African Churches (C.F.Beyers Naudé) 


(This is abridged from the closing sermon (24 October) by C.F. Beyers Naudé to 
the WCC-South African Council of Churches consultation in Cape Town. Beyers 
Naudé, a former general secretary of the SACC, was for many years under a 
government ban for his outspoken stand against racism and apartheid. J 


This conference has ... become ‘the occasion of the healing of the breach 
within the ecumenical family which occurred in 1960 and 1961. ... Our hearts 
are filled with gratitude to God for the return of the World Council of 
Churches as an ecumenical body into our midst. Not that from our viewpoint 
and in our hearts there has ever been any separation, because we knew that in 
heart and in spirit and in prayer, the World Council had been with us and had 
never left us during these thirty-one years. Second, it has become the 
occasion to focus special attention on the nature and extent of the change 
taking place in South Africa ... and the effect this is having on the life and 
the witness of the churches. 


Third, it has focussed attention on the unpreparedness of the churches for the 
problems and challenges with which these changes are confronting us. The 
crisis of the country has also revealed the crisis of and in the church. It 
has revealed its deeply-rooted racial and confessional divisions despite our 
belief in Christian unity. It has revealed hidden forms of denominationalism 
reappearing. It has revealed new forms of racism, white and black, emerging. 


Fourth, it has exposed the seeming powerlessness of the churches in 
understanding and therefore successfully handling the political conflicts, the 
economic crisis and the educational mess we find ourselves in. ... Our 
utterances, our attitudes and our actions reveal ... a sense of helplessness, 
of serious inability, of feeling ourselves to be out of our depth. ... Fifth, 
this conference has brought home to us the realization that our deepest 
problem as a church and as Christians is a crisis of faith. ... 


Let us look for a moment at the many positive signs ... of agreement and unity 
between us as Christians and as churches. We are all seeking a new South 
Africa of justice and peace on the basis of our understanding of the Kingdom 
of God. We all agree that is the end goal for which we live and strive and 
Sacrifice ourselves. We are all seeking an end to the violence and bloodshed. 


-»- Why is it, then, that ... we seem to be so helpless to solve this 


problem?. We are all seeking the involvement of all our people, both black 
and white, at all levels, both leadership and at the grassroots, to achieve 
these goals. We are all admitting that as churches we do not have the 


answers. ... But we also know in faith that God has the answer and that he has 
given us the answer and that he wishes to impart that answer and that light of 
his Spirit to all of us if we are open to receive it. 


But then the question arises, what does God require from us as churches, as a 
Council and as part of his Body? ... It seems to me that God requires from us 
as a church a theological vision of the nature of God's Kingdom as applied to 


South Africa. He requires from us a vision of what are ... the political 
criteria and demands which conform most closely to a political system of 
justice and righteousness. He requires from us economic values which are in 


accordance with the biblical concept of justice. ... He requires from us 
educational values and policies to build a meaningful future for our children, 
thousands of whom have died and sacrificed themselves for liberation in this 
country. He requires from us ... a new vision and a new understanding of 
what the nature of our community and our society should be in South Africa. 

He requires from us the legal criteria for the concept of justice, of human 
rights and of human dignity which are recognized throughout the world. [over] 
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It seems to me that God wishes to take us further. He requires from us a 
critical reassessment of ecumenical relations and responsibilities within the 
member churches of the South African Council of Churches and between us and 
the other churches who are not members of the SACC. ... This conference has 
addressed us with regard to the demands to be made to the family of Dutch 
Reformed churches. ... What are we doing within the family of Dutch Reformed 
Churches to listen to what God is wishing to tell us? ... If we do not find 
peace there, it means that even if the Dutch Reformed Church becomes a member 
church of the SACC, it will not resolve the problem. But ... are we willing to 
let the Spirit of God challenge us each one individually, ‘What are you doing, 
what are you yourself saying, What is the spirit which is emanating from your 
heart in order to help the family of Dutch Reformed churches?'. 


I am thinking of the challenge being presented by ... the Pentecostal, the 
Baptist and the charismatic churches. ... Is there a clear evidence of 
openness towards those churches which are not members of the SACC to say, ‘In 
the name of God, in the Spirit of Christ, we would really wish to come closer 
to you?' There is the large and growing group of African indigenous 
churches. We cannot be fully the Body of Christ in South Africa as long as 
we exclude or ignore these sisters and brothers in our midst. ... How do we 
see our relationship - especially through the World Council - in the building- 
up of the unity of the Body of Christ throughout the world? 


May I also say something about the SACC and its member churches. ... What are 
the root causes that the SACC through its National Conference passes 
resolutions, makes beautiful and impressive statements, operates on behalf of 
the member churches, but in so many respects there is not the spontaneous, 
willing, eager response on the part of the member churches? ... 


As we adopted these two documents this morning ... I was asking myself, ‘What 
are you going to do when you go back to your own church?' ... If it does not 
succeed at that level, if it does not penetrate the grassroots of the life of 
our congregations and parishes, we may pass all the beautiful resolutions in 
the world, but the church will remain weak and ineffective and unconvincing. 


Allow me to raise another issue which I know is very sensitive. ... There are 
warning signs of a council of churches which is deeply divided, which is 
uncertain about its future and where the phrase is even being used ‘in the 
process of disintegration’. ... I believe the moment has come that if we wish 
to play a really meaningful role as an ecumenical body, we have got to look at 
every form of weakness and failure - and I include myself. ... Wherever there 
is the least sign of distrust, of lack of openness, of personal ambitions, let 
us open our hearts to God's Spirit and say to him, ‘Purify us, O Lord. 
Because without that, you cannot use us. Do this for the sake of your 
church, do this for the sake of the community, do this above all for the sake 
of your kingdom here in South Africa. ...' 


I sincerely believe that there is no other country in the world, no other 
church in the world, where at this point in time there is such a tremendous 
challenge and an opportunity ... as today in South Africa. ... But I believe 
as never before he wants to challenge us, he wants to draw the church out, he 
wants us to admit our failure and mistakes, he wants us to move forward in 
humility and he wants to say to us, ‘Become the visible symbols, become the 
Signs of faith, of hope'. ... If we really believe his Word, if we really 
accept in obedience what he is telling us, we know the answer lies with Christ 
our Lord and his willingness to lead us into his justice and peace. As never 


before, he calls us in faith. Let us respond in eagerness, in obedience, in 
love. [EPS] 
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From Scandalous Divisions to the Joy of Communion - In search of the 
Christian Unit:y Agenda for 2000 AD is the title of an ecumenical Summer 
School scheduled for 23-30 July 1992 at Fircroft College, Selly Oak, 
Birmingham, England. For more information, please write to: Ecumenical 
Summer School, President's Office, Selly Oak Colleges, Birmingham B29 6LQ, 
United Kingdom. 


Available from WCC Publications, P.O. Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, is a new book, 
Madeleine Barot by André Jacques. Prace: 13.00!" Swiss ?EraAantcs: a. a, Up 
dollars, and 5.50 UK pounds. 


Remember Lot's Wife: And Other Unnamed Women of the Bible is a new book 
available from Faithquest Publishers, 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, Illinois 
60120, USA. Price: US$ 9.95. 


The following situation report is available from WCC/CICARWS, P.O. Box 2100, 
1211 Geneva 2, 


situation report (#5, 31 October) on Mozambican refugees in south 
Tanzania. 
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ECUMENICAL GRANTS TO COMBAT RACISM ANNOUNCED 


The World Council of Churches announced (11 November) a total of 505 000 US 
dollars in grants to 48 groups from its Special Fund to Combat Racism. 


About half of the amount - 235 000 US dollars - goes to two South African 
groups - the African National Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress of 
Azania. The two bodies have been recipients of the WCC anti-racism grants 
for several years. 


The rest of the grants goes to ‘groups of the racially oppressed' and ‘support 
groups' in 16 countries. Seventeen of the groups are receiving the money for 
the first time. 


The first fund grants were made in 1970. Money for the fund comes from 
designated contributions by World Council of Churches members, congregations, 
ecumenical councils, church agencies, anti-racism groups, and governments. 
Grants given out in a year total approximately what is contributed for the 
fund in that year. 


Grants for the previous four years were 539 000 US dollars (1987), 635 000 
(1988), 635 000 (1989), and 549 000 last year. Including this year's 
grants, the total amount of grants since 1970 is 9 870 000, a yearly average 
of about 450 000. The criteria for grants specify that the money is for 
‘humanitarian activities' such as social, health, educational, and legal-aid 
activities of groups with purposes ‘not ... in conflict with the general 
purpose of the WCC’. 


According to the WCC Programme to Combat Racism, this year's allocations mark 
the beginning of a shift of emphasis from groups struggling for the 
elimination of apartheid in South Africa which has been a feature of WCC work 
on racism since the establishment of the PCR. 


"New emphases are now the struggle of the indigenous peoples for land rights, 
self-determination and cultural identity and women in situations of racist 
oppression’ as identified by the Seventh Assembly (in Canberra/Australia, 7-20 
February), the PCR said, adding that the developments in the former socialist 
states of eastern and central Europe, questions of ethnic as well as racial 
minorities in Europe and North America are now also represented. 


The PCR added that the new shift is made possible by the developments in South 


Africa. "As South Africans appear to be moving towards an All Party 
Conference later this year, we can now look towards a different relationship 
with the liberation movements of South Africa. Should they form part of an 


interim government, it will no longer be possible to provide the Support that 
we have given over the years from the Special Fund’. 


Some of the first-time recipients (with grants in US dollars in parentheses) 
are Te Rutanga O Ngai, Inc. (7000), Aotearoa/New Zealand; Bonded Labour 
Liberation Front of Pakistan (5000); National Organization of Suriname Women 
(8000);  Lonefighter Communication Network (9000), Canada: and The Rainbow 
Project (6000), Taiwan. Others are the Campaign Against Racism and Fascism 
(4000), United Kingdom; Centro Memorial Dr Martin Luther King Jr (4000), 
Cuba; and the Centro de Documentacao Eloy Ferreira da Silva (8000), 
Brazil. 


Regionally, grants to both groups of the racially oppressed and Support groups 
breakdown as follows; Africa (235 000 US dollars), Asia and Oceania (74 000), 
Europe and the United Kingdom (47 000), Latin America (41 000), and North 
America (108 000). [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.11.38 
ECUMENICAL TEAM VISITS HAITI 


Haitian society is profoundly divided and fractured in the aftermath of the 
expulsion in late September of populist president Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a 
Roman Catholic priest, according to an ecumenical team which visited the 
country (4-8 November). The pastoral visit was led by Allan Kirton, general 
secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, and head of the Haitian 
Methodist Church from 1975-1980. He was joined by Archbishop Kelvin Felix of 
St Lucia, president of the Roman Catholic Episcopal Conference of the 
Antilles, and by Dwain C. Epps, international affairs director of the US 
National Council of Churches, who represented the World Council of Churches at 
the request of its general secretary Emilio Castro. 


The delegation met with a broad range of officials of both the deposed 
government and the present interim administration, leaders of parliament and 
of the army, as well as with representatives of the Protestant and Catholic 
churches, the private sector, and non-governmental organizations working with 
the urban and rural poor. They also met with key members of the diplomatic 
corps in Port-au-Prince. ‘We have discovered things about events leading up 
to the September coup of which even those of us who have been very close to 
the Haitian situation were unaware’, said Kirton. ‘Haiti remains desperately 
isolated even from the Caribbean region, and the international press has not 
succeeded in communicating abroad the complexities of this situation.’ 


In view of widely-differing interpretations of events leading up to the coup 
against Aristide, elected by a landslide in internationally-supervised 
elections last December, the ecumenical team saw little hope for an immediate 
solution. But pressure for an early return of the deposed president 
mounts. The economic embargo imposed by the Organization of American States 
and enforced largely by the United States was cutting deep into Haitian 
life. By the end of last week petroleum supplies were nearly exhausted, and 
electricity in the capital was being provided only intermittently. 


While there was broad agreement that a solution had to be found soon, a wide 
gulf remained between those calling for an early return of the still 
highly-popular elected president currently in exile in Venezuela and those who 
hold him responsible for excesses and violations of the constitution. ‘Three 
decades of dictatorship and a deeply-ingrained culture of violence have left 
us ill-equipped for the challenges and opportunities of democratic 
government’, several officials told the team. 


‘The only point in common among the contending parties that we have been able 
to identify is Haitians' common commitment to a constitutional future', Epps 
said, reporting the team's conclusions. ‘Our hope is that on this common 
ground an edifice can be constructed built of compromise by all _ sides: 
Aristide, the leadership of the parliament, the army, private interests, and 
foreign powers invested in the outcome. Many share responsibility for both 
errors and achievements over the past months. Now they must come together 
for the sake of peace and justice for the whole Haitian people.' 


A full report of findings and recommendations of the delegation is in 
preparation and will be submitted to the WCC and the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches for further action. [EPS] 
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MINISTRY WITH SENIOR CITIZENS CONFERENCE HELD 


‘Ministry with Senior Citizens' was the topic of a WCC consultation in 
Pakenham, England, from 26 to 31 October. Most of the 32 participants - from 
Canada, Cyprus, Holland, India, Japan, Nigeria, the Philippines, the UK and US 
- came from churches, academies and lay centres engaged in such ministry. 


That ministry with senior citizens is a ‘critical emerging issue' was detailed 
in a letter from participants to WCC general secretary Emilio Castro. ‘By 
the sheer force of numbers alone, today's third-age generation is changing 
society - and attitudes towards religion, work, family and community', the 
letter said. In some developed countries the elderly make up nearly 25 per 
cent of the population. The number of those over 80 will have grown from 10 
million in 1950 to 137 million in 2025. Nearly sixty per cent of elderly 
people live in developing countries with no institutional infrastructure to 
care for them. With a steady decline in traditional family cohesion, this 
poses an enormous problem. 


During the first part of the programme participants shared their experiences 
in story-telling sessions. Reports from several countries brought out the 
gravity of the situation. The biblical limit of ‘three-score and ten' (Psalm 
90:10) is no longer the exception today; in quite a few countries it is fast 
becoming the rule. In Japan life-expectancy for a woman is 80, for a man 
over 78. It is 77 for women and 72 for men in the UK. In developing 
countries such as India it has gone up from 30 to over 60 during the last two 
decades. 


The sessions also brought out the great variety of work already being done and 
the crucial need for congregational education on attitudes towards and care of 
older citizens. They also revealed the disparity between developed and 
developing countries in this area of work. 


Interspersed with the story-telling sessions were visits to homes. and 
hospices, and centres and people actively engaged in ministry with old 
people. The last two days were devoted to a more systematic exploration of 
issues raised and possibilities for more effective and extended work. 
Participants discussed inter-generational issues, especially the need for 
greater solidarity, a life-style that would prepare people more adequately to 
cope with ageing, the problems peculiar to developing countries, and the 
crucial issue of social attitudes towards old age and the ageing. The 
consultation emphasized the role of the family and the importance of family 
education, and the crucial part churches can play in affirming age, preparing 
people to grow old with grace and dignity and taking steps in caring for and 
working with old people. 


At the opening worship the sermon was built around the life and work of Baba 
Amte of India who has won international recognition for his work with the poor 
and the diseased, especially with leprosy patients. Now an old man, he is 
deeply involved in environmental issues and with a co-operative for old people 
called the Bank of Wisdom. At the closing worship three senior citizens, one 
of them 99, gave a moving testimony through the poems they read. 


For the old themselves the concern is two-fold: How do we maintain our lives 
for the rest of our lives? How do we find meaning and purpose for the rest 
of our lives? For others the question is how best they may serve that 
two-fold concern of living and living meaningfully. 


The participants asked the WCC to appoint a staff person with responsibility 
for ‘ageing concerns' and to organize an international consultation on 
‘critical issues of global ageing’. ‘As humanity comes of age', their letter 
concludes, ‘it will choose to consider this as a promise or a peril. The 
World Council of Churches can do much to shape that response'. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.11.40 
BARTHOLOMEOS I INSTALLED, HAILS WCC'S ECUMENICAL ROLE 


Church dignitaries and state officials from around the world came to Istanbul 
on 2 November for the enthronement of Bartholomeos I as Ecumenical Patriarch 
of Constantinople. Representing the World Council of Churches was its 
Central Committee moderator, Armenian Orthodox Archbishop Aram Keshishian. 


Previously the metropolitan of Chalcedon, Bartholomeos was elected patriarch 
by the holy synod on 22 October, succeeding Dimitrios I, who died at the age 
of 77 earlier in the month. The patriarch is ‘first among equals' of the 
heads of the Eastern Orthodox churches. The patriarchate itself counts about 
4.7 million members in Europe, Australia and North and South America. 


Born Dimitrios Archondonis in an island village in Turkey in 1940, the new 
patriarch was ordained a deacon in 1961 and a priest in 1969. He studied at 
the Orthodox Theological School at Halki near Istanbul, and at the WCC's 
Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, the University of Munich and the Pontifical 
Oriental Institute (Gregorian) in Rome, from which he received a doctorate. 


In a congratulatory message on his election, WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro described Bartholomeos as ‘a faithful and devoted friend of the WCC and 
the ecumenical movement’. A youth participant at the WCC's Uppsala Assembly 
(1968), he was a delegate to the Vancouver (1983) and Canberra (1991) 
assemblies. He has served as a member and vice-moderator of the WCC's Faith 
and Order Commission and was elected to the WCC's Central and Executive 
Committees at the Canberra Assembly. 


Both in his enthronement speech and in an interview with the English-language 
Turkish Daily News, the new patriarch spoke of his intention to continue the 
ecumenical outreach of his predecessors Dimitrios and Athenagoras. Greeting 
the WCC during the enthronement ceremony, Bartholomeos said 'we were fortunate 
for many years and in various capacities to cooperate and struggle along with 
the Christians of the Council, and to share each other's anxieties in the 
quest for and the edification of Christian unity and also the Christian 
position and witness on the contemporary problems of humankind. We recognize 
this Council as an important expression of the ecumenical movement ... The 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, being one of the founding members of this Council, 
will not diminish its concern for the good and correct orientation of the 
Council and there will not be a departure from its first and principal 
mission, which is the service of Christian unity’. 


The patriarch told the newspaper that ‘there is a crisis in the ecumenical 
movement today, but it is a duty for all of us participating in this movement 
to overcome this crisis and not permit any damage to the successes obtained to 
date and not to permit any slipping backwards ...' 


He also noted that ecumenism ‘is not an effort to create a Christian power 
against somebody, against Islam or against communists or against anybody else' 
but is 'the fulfilment of the prayer of our Lord and the tendency to create 
united spiritual power for the benefit not only of Christians but of all 
humanity’. 


Asked by the interviewer about the patriarchate's role in largely Muslim 
Turkey, Bartholomeos said it ‘can offer much in the direction of peace and its 
establishment and maintenance between Greece and Turkey, between the Balkan 
states and between all the nations and states of the world ... The Ecumenical 
Patriarchate never interferes in politics', he added. ‘We always try to 
avoid dealing with political issues because it is not our duty. This belongs 
to the politicians'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.41 
CHANGES IN SOVIET UNION, RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH DEFENDS STANCE 


In. two statements released on 22 October, the Holy Synod of the Russian 
Orthodox Church defends itself against criticisms of its structure and role in 
the face of ‘important changes in the life of our multinational country’. 


"In principle’, the synod says, ‘political processes' leading various Soviet 
republics to declare sovereignty or full independence ‘should not affect the 
inner life of the church'; but ‘in practice, the current political reality 
testifies to the contrary, with negative effects on the life of the church’. 
Specifically, some people outside the church interpret the very existence of 
the Moscow Patriarchate as a ‘remnant of imperial structure' and encourage 
"separatist trends just to instigate a detrimental split of the church’, 


Reviewing the canonical organization of Orthodox churches, the synod notes the 
wide degree of ‘self-government and independence in internal affairs' enjoyed 
by dioceses within a patriarchate, which it describes as ‘neither a political, 
nor a national, nor even geographical entity', but ‘an ecclesiastical 
canonical reality intended to maintain the unity and catholicity of the church 
structures within it’. 


While acknowledging that historically-determined structures of church 
government may change, the synod says it will never accept changes "brought 
about against the will of the people of God who are the church ... and merely 
serving political designs alien to the church ... 


"Our only desire is, within the traditions of the Orthodox faith and rites, to 
guide the people of our multinational flock towards salvation, teaching them 
to live in peace with all other people and taking part in the construction of 
our earthly Fatherland', the synod statement concludes. 


In a second text, an appeal to 'mass media people', the Synod underlines the 
responsibility of press, radio and television at a time ‘when the destiny of 
democratic reforms and that of the country is being determined’. 


The synod praises the media for having ‘hastened the fall of totalitarianism 
by their courageous adherence to the ideas of freedom' and for defending the 
church from ‘unlawful and arbitrary actions' during the early years of 
perestroika. 


The media have also been instrumental in supporting the return of many 
buildings to the church, helping people to rediscover ‘the beauty and salvific 
power of the gospel's moral message' and publishing ‘unbiased information’ 
about church life. Media criticisms of the church and reports of its 
problems, the appeal says, are ‘what the church needs today' 


But the synod goes on to note that ‘the church and the secular press are not 
fully at ease with each other'. In particular, it faults ‘some publishers' 
for a ‘distorted picture of the church'. Among the elements of what the 
appeal describes as a 'campaign' to split the church and ‘infect [it] with an 
atmosphere of spite and hatred', it mentions unproved accusations of heresy, 
identification with the State Emergency Committee (which sought to overthrow 
President Gorbachev in August) and collaboration with state security forces. 
Reactions and refutations by the church either go unpublished or are edited 
down, the synod complains. 


Calling for open public discussion in a spirit ‘of mutual respect and 
honesty', the appeal insists that ‘Orthodoxy does not impose its ideas on 
anyone, and is open to cooperation with Christians of different confessions, 
with believers of other religions, with people of other world outlooks and 
views.' [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.42 
MEETING OF CMC PHARMACEUTICAL PROGRAMME ADVISORY GROUP 


The future of the WCC Christian Medical Commission's (CMC) pharmaceutical 
programme was the main focus of a two-day meeting in Geneva (21-22 October) of 
a group that advises CMC on drug supplies to church-related health services, 
principally in Africa. 


The programme was created in 1982 to promote the provision of essential drugs 
(ED) through church-related cooperative pharmaceutical services; in 1985 its 
objectives were broadened to cover rational drug use, networking and 
collaboration with organizations like WHO and UNICEF. 


Initially implemented by a field consultant, it has employed a Geneva-based 
pharmaceutical adviser - Christel Albert, who returns to Germany at the end of 
this year - since 1987. The Pharmaceutical Advisory Group (PAG) members 
represent church-related agencies that either procure and distribute drugs 
themselves or enable production and distribution. 


Meeting twice a year, it acts both as a programme ‘think-tank' and as a forum 
where donor agencies and partners in the South discuss problems, share 
experiences, draw on each others' technical expertise and coordinate their 
strategies. 


The first day of the two-day consultation was devoted to information-sharing 


and strategizing. Sharing focused on irrational use of scarce drugs, an 
Eastern and Southern African ‘Preferential Trade Area', and how church-related 
health institutions and agencies might benefit from it. Participants also 


heard about the situation as regards drug supplies in Nicaragua, Cuba, Malawi 
and Kenya from professionals working in those countries. 


On the second day, the group reviewed an evaluation of the pharmaceutical 
programme based on responses to a questionnaire sent to concerned agencies and 
organizations in the North and South. 


Responses had revealed satisfaction with how the programme is’ getting 
church-related pharmaceutical procurement agencies in the North to apply the 
ED concept, and coordinating agencies for church-related health services in 
Africa to establish pharmaceutical distribution services, local drug 
compounding and manufacturing units. But the message was that with 
deteriorating economic conditions much still remains to be done. 


How will CMC's pharmaceutical programme fare in the new WCC structure set to 
begin formally in January 1992? The answer to that question, according to 
CMC director Dan Kaseje, depends on the commitment of PAG member groups. 


From its inception, the programme and the salary of the pharmaceutical adviser 
have been funded from outside the council. If support for a new phase is 
secured, and with CMC concerns located in the new Unit II, there is no reason 
why it couldn't continue. 


In considering how to cover the programme budget through 1995, PAG members 


committed themselves to seeking necessary funds. They also transferred 
responsibility for programme policy, strategies, planning and fund-raising to 
a smaller core group, elected on the spot. The larger PAG is to continue as 


a forum, meeting annually to review the work of the core group. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.43 
CHINESE AUTHORITIES TIGHTEN GRIP ON RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY 


A Chinese government directive has called for the eradication of all illegal 
religious groups and has recommended severe punishment for those who collude 
with foreign forces that endanger national unity and social stability, a 
report in the 25 October issue of the Hong Kong-based Roman Catholic weekly, 
Asia Focus said. 


The directive, titled ‘Circular on Further Tackling Certain Problems of 
Religious Work', was issued by the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist 
Party and the State Council on 5 February this year, two months after the 
first national government religious officials’ meeting in Beijing in which 
Chinese leaders Jiang Zemin and Li Peng stressed the implementation of 
religious policy. 


A mainland Chinese source said the gist of the document could be summarized as 
‘penalizing according to law and strengthening management' of religious groups 
- focusing on Catholics, Protestants and Muslims. According to the Asia 
Focus report, the directive was circulated among religious work officials and 
verbally conveyed to leaders of different religions. 


The document provides six guidelines to tackle religious problems faced by the 
Chinese government, including ‘foreign hostile forces using religion to 
Strategize peaceful evolution' and to launch ‘infiltration and destructive 
activities' in China. 


Some local hostile elements, the circular said, had set up illegal 
organizations to challenge the authority of government-approved temples and 
churches and rival the recruitment of young people to religious schools and 
seminaries. It claims that some believers even interfere with administration, 
the judiciary and education. 


Yet, the circular admits, there are problems of ‘infringing civil rights to 
religion, defying legal rights of temples and churches, interfering with 
religious bodies' normal activities and refusal to return religious 
properties’. 


The six guidelines outlined in the document embody a full implementation of 
religious policy, legal management of religious matters, bringing patriotic 
religious bodies into full play, attack on criminal activities in disguise of 
religions, training of religious officials and emphasis of the Chinese 
Communist Party leadership. 


The document states that the Chinese govenment § must ‘firmly attack 
counter-revolutionaries, criminals who use religion to carry out outlawed 
activities’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.44 
WCC HAILS NEW GOVERNMENT IN ZAMBIA 
The Geneva-based World Council of Churches has sent a message to President 
Frederick Chiluba, the new leader of Zambia, following his election (31 
October) in the first multi-party polls which brought the 27-year rule of 


Kenneth Kauncla to an end. The WCC message extended ‘heartfelt 
congratulations’ to Chiluba ‘and the people of Zambia' and hailed the free and 
fair manner in which the elections were conducted. The message added that 


the results of the elections ‘have given humanity a new sense of hope for the 
restoration of democracy, dignity and respect for people's rights on the 
continent of Africa’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.45 
USA: MORE ORTHODOX CHURCHES SUSPEND MEMBERSHIP OF NCC (Tracy Early) 


Additional Eastern Orthodox communions in the United States have joined the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America in suspending their 
membership in the (US) National Council of Churches. They also suspended 
participation in the Orthodox-Anglican dialogue process in the US. 


The action was taken (24 October) at a New York meeting of the Standing 
Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), chaired by Greek 
Orthodox Archbishop Iakovos. 


In addition to the Greek Archdiocese, whose synod acted 6 June (EPS 91.07.03), 
the SCOBA decision involves the Orthodox Church in America, Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America, the Serbian Orthodox Church 
in the USA and Canada, and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in America. They 
also decided not to send delegates to the NCC general board meeting (13-15 
November) in Indianapolis. Leonid Kishkovsky, NCC president who is a priest 
of the Orthodox Church in America, was authorized by the meeting to complete 
his presidential term which ends next month. 


Orthodox members of the NCC not in SCOBA include the (Moscow) Patriarchal 
Parishes and the non-Chalcedonian Armenians, Copts and Syrians. Arten 
Ashjian, Armenian ecumenical officer said his church planned to continue NCC 
participation, but would probably consult on the issue later with the Copts 
and Syrians. 


A six-member committee has been named to review the NCC and Anglican 
relationships for SCOBA. It will report to the SCOBA when it meets in March 
next year. 


Meanwhile, NCC General Secretary Joan Brown Campbell expressed ‘earnest 
sorrow' (25 October) at the SCOBA decision. She said the fellowship of the 
Council is ‘immeasurably impoverished even by the temporary loss of the 
participation of five Orthodox communions from our life and work. 


‘Despite our own disappointment at the SCOBA action', Campbell said, ‘we 
recognize the careful and thoughtful deliberation that led to the decision and 
we respect the commitment of SCOBA to Christian unity even as part of this 
action'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.46 
SUDAN: CATHOLIC LEADER SAYS SHARIA LAW WON'T KILL CHRISTIANITY 


The introduction of Sharia (Islamic law) in Sudan and its imposition on 
non-Muslims by the Sudanese government is a direct attempt by the authorities 
there to ‘kill’ Christianity "in "the country. These observations were made in 
Nairobi/Kenya in September by Roman Catholic bishop Paride Taban who also 
chairs the New Sudan Council of Churches. The NSCC operates in the 
predominantly Christian south which is controlled by the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army. 


Taban said in spite of this, Christianity is growing fast in Sudan. ‘The 
Sudan government may think it can eradicate the (Christian) church by imposing 
Sharia or by Arabizing the country but that gives more reasons for God to love 
the church in Sudan more than ever', Taban said. 


Noting that the NSCC had been described as politically leaning towards the 
SPLA, Taban said his organization is not a rebel body ‘but an expression of 
Christ's body in the SPLA-controlled areas'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.47 
SWISS BAPTIST SEMINARY PROTESTS TRANSFER OF ITS FUNDS TO EASTERN EUROPE 


A decision by the (US) Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board to transfer 

365 000 US dollars earmarked for a Baptist seminary in Switzerland to finance 
theological education in Eastern Europe has elicited sharp protests from the 
seminary administration and the European Baptist Federation (EBF). 


The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), the largest Protestant denomination in 
the US, has supported the Baptist Seminary in Rtischlikon, Switzerland, for 42 
years. Ownership of the seminary was transferred to the EBF in 1988. 


Ruschlikon president John David Hopper, an SBC missionary, noted that the 
seminary has had a continuing education programme for Eastern European pastors 
Since 1979, training over 400 people. EBF officials say the SBC mission 
board agreed in 1988 to continue their grant until 1992. Outgoing EBF 
president Peter Barber said 'to have 40 per cent of your income cut off at 
less than two months' notice is a cruel blow'. 


In a letter to the president of the SBC mission board, EBF general secretary 
Karl-Heinz Walter said the loss of money was not the major issue. ‘Rather, 
the decision destroys ‘confidence in future partnerships with Southern 
Baptists’. 


A report in Religious News Service says SBC officials have expressed concern 
in recent years about ‘liberal' theology among European Baptists. The 
mission board was said to be especially concerned that church historian E. 
Glenn Hinson is teaching at Ruschlikon during a sabbatical from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Hinson has been an 
outspoken critic of 'fundamentalist' leaders in the SBC. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.48 
JAMAICA: CHURCH LEADER SUPPORTS MILITARY INTERVENTION IN HAITI IMPASSE 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Samuel Carter, president of the Jamaican Council of 
Churches, has said he would support military intervention in Haiti to return 
deposed President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to power, according to a report 
appearing in the 24 October edition of the Peru-based Latinamerica Press. 


Carter said he would be in favour of military intervention sponsored by the 
Organization of American States if its goal was to maintain peace in Haiti. 


"The key word is moderation', he said and added that what the churches do not 
want is more bloodshed. It is estimated that more than 1000 people have been 
killed since Aristide, a Catholic priest who was elected president of Haiti in 
December last year, was overthrown in a military coup on 30 September. 


‘We support him (Aristide) and we hope that he'll return to power without 
further bloodshed’, Carter said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.49 

CANADA: ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS URGE GOVT INTERVENTION IN HAITI 

The Canadian Roman Catholic bishops have expressed ‘deep concern’ at the 
political developments in Haiti and have urged the Canadian government to 
intensify efforts 'for a return to peace in a country which is already greatly 
affected by poverty and the uncontrollable ambition of a handful of military 
officers'. The bishops hoped that the Canadian government would ‘'speak 
loudly and clearly' to the United Nations and to the Organization of American 
States ‘in defence of democracy in Haiti, and especially in favour of the 
urgent needs of the people themselves'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.50 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND IS 'RACIST', SAYS SURVEY 


The structures of the Church of England are racist, and action is required in 
all sections of the church to combat this evil, according to a report 
appearing in the 25 October edition of The Church of England Newspaper which 
cited a survey by the church's Committee on Black Anglican Concerns. 


Titled ‘Seeds of Hope', the report will be debated later this month at the 
Church of England synod. The survey contains results of work carried out in 
1988 and 1990. 


The major part of the 36-page report is taken up with recommendations to the 
church, the dioceses and parishes which include the suggestion that every one 
of the 43 dioceses should have a committee on black Anglican concerns which 
will have direct access to the bishops' committee. 


The report also recommends that black lay people should be identified and 
offered lay leadership training, and that an equal opportunities policy be 
adopted by all dioceses. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.51 
YUGOSLAVIA: SERBIANS THANK WCC FOR PRAYERS 


At its 43rd meeting held in Geneva (20-27 September), the WCC Central 
Committee, through its Committee on Public Issues, issued a statement on the 
Situation in Yugoslavia in which the Committee called upon the churches there 
to ‘contribute by your witness in word and in deed to a permanent. cease-fire, 
an end to violence ...' (EPS 91.10.03). 


One of the recipients of the letter was the Serbian Orthodox Church. Ina 
letter to the WCC dated 19 October, the Serbians expressed ‘gratitude' to the 
ecumenical body for its support. 


‘We request you to be so kind as to convey our gratitude to the ecumenical 
family for the prayerful support and solidarity with our nation at these 
critical times', the letter said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.52 
SWISS PROTESTANTS IMPOSE FREEZE ON JOB, FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS CITED 


The Swiss Protestant Church Federation has decided to postpone for a year 
filling the position of director of the office for ecumenism after Lukas 
Vischer retires at the end of 1991. Financial reasons were cited for the 
decision. Vischer, who will be 65 on 23 November, was director of the WCC's 
Commission on Faith and Order from 1965-1979. 


Also during its 28-29 October assembly in Berne, the Federation adopted a 
report on the ‘greenhouse effect', calling for a two per cent annual reduction 
of fossil fuels, continued elimination of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and a 
campaign for a simpler life style. 


Expressing concern that no country has yet taken measures to achieve the one- 
to-two per cent annual reduction in carbon dioxide emissions recommended by 
the second world conference on climate, the assembly called on the Swiss 
government to seek an effective international convention on climate. [EPS] 


Ecumenical Press Service 


EPS 91.11.53 
ITALY: CONDITION OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN SOUTH AFRICA DEPLORED 


The Italian Baptist Union (IBU) has criticized the South African '‘homeland' 
government of Bophuthatswana for continuing to hold political prisoners 
contrary to an agreement signed between the South African government and the 
African National Congress in April this year. 


Ina. statement addressed to Bophuthatswana President Lucas Mangope (29 
October), the IBU protested the continued ‘illegal detention' of the prisoners 
‘as well as the hazards to which they are exposed’. The statement also 
deplored the death in detention of a political prisoner, Rabusang Monana, and 
the condition of another detainee who has been on an extended hunger strike. 


"We condemn the guilty behaviour of the authorities in charge of the prison 
administration and ask that they be removed so that no allegation may be made 
about the South African government's complicity', the statement added. 


In a separate statement addressed to South African President F.W. de Klerk, 
the IBU said it was ‘concerned about the escalation of political violence and 
about the innocent victims caused by extreme rightists, as well as for the 
lack of intervention by the police’. The IBU appealed to President de Klerk 
to impose ‘a firm and decisive intervention’ in order to stop the violence. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.11.54 
PAPAL VISIT TO SOVIET UNION 'INOPPORTUNE', SAYS RUSSIAN ORTHODOX LEADER 


Addressing journalists in London (30 October) Alexis II, leader of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, accused the Roman Catholic Church of ‘poaching’ members from 
his church. Alexis was explaining the reasons for his church's refusal to 
send observers to a special ecumenical prayer meeting called by Pope John Paul 
II during the synod of the Roman Catholic bishops of Europe scheduled for 28 
November to 14 December (EPS 91.11.13). 


He said the Roman Catholic Church had broken an agreement that there would be 
no proselytism, and emphasized that the Catholics are ‘in fact proselytising'. 


In his refusal to send a delegation to the prayer meeting, Alexis explained 
that if he did so, the action would be misleading in view of the current state 
of relations between the Roman Catholic Church and the Russian Orthodox 
Church. He said that the Roman Catholic Church was involved in an ‘almost 
indecent’ proselytism. 


Russian Orthodox-Roman Catholic relations, already tense over the issue of 
uniate churches in the Ukraine (churches with a largely Eastern Orthodox 
liturgy but in communion with Rome), suffered further since April, when the 
Vatican designated five Catholic dioceses in the Soviet Union and nominated 
bishops to head them without consulting the Orthodox church. 


Alexis told the journalists in London that he regarded a visit by the pope to 
the Soviet Union in view of the relations between the two churches as 
inopportune. 


‘..«- Until our relations with Roman Catholicism have been redefined ... a 
papal visit is not a suitable event', he emphasized. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.55 
USA: ANTI-APARTHEID ACTIVISTS MEET 


More than 100 church-related anti-apartheid activists met (26-27 October) in 
Elizabeth, New Jersey to review the facts of continuing injustice in South 
Africa under the theme ‘South Africa: What Does Justice Require?’. 


In a concluding 'Call to Action', the participants committed themselves to 
specific action strategies. They noted that ‘this is not the time to relax' 
in the fight against injustice in South Africa. ‘On the contrary, if ever 
there was a time for international pressure on South Africa, that time is 
now', they declared. 


The meeting noted that the lifting of sanctions in July by the US government 
was premature and pledged to pressure ‘corporations and banks to sever their 
remaining ties to South Africa and not to establish new ones, through 
divestment, shareholder resolutions, corporate campaigns, selective 
purchasing, boycotts and acts of public witness’. 


In a keynote address to the conference, South African Council of Churches 
general secretary Frank Chikane detailed the continuing reality of apartheid 
in South Africa and described an emerging ‘double agenda' on the part of the 
South African government - negotiating to reach a political settlement, but at 
the same time destabilizing the negotiating partners in order to ‘remain in 
power at the end of the day’. 


'The dilemma of the de Klerk regime is that because of sanctions and the 


pressure of the people ... he decided to reform the system to save the 
economy', said Chikane. ‘But in entering in negotiations it became clear he 
could not negotiate without losing power so he was caught in between. So a 


strategy of a double agenda is emerging... . 


‘But the other part of the agenda', Chikane explained, ‘is to actually 
destabilize the negotiating partners so that when you negotiate with them they 
are at their weakest, and then you will remain in power at the end of the 
day'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.56 
CANADA: CHURCH BODIES BLAST GOVERNMENT AID POLICY 


Canada's foreign aid policy and its support for economic reform programmes 
imposed on developing countries by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank have been attacked by representatives of the Canadian Council 
of Churches (CCC) and the Inter-church Fund for International Development. 


The two bodies made their observations in a report to the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA). The two organizations described the 
government agency's policies a ‘betrayal' of its past efforts. 


The church bodies said the support by CIDA and the Canadian government for 
structural adjustment programmes imposed by the IMF and the World Bank on the 
developing countries is wrong. 


In a related development, leaders of the CCC, the All-Africa Conference of 
Churches and Canada's Inter-church Coalition on Africa have written to 
Canada's finance minister asking him to stop supporting structural adjustment 
programmes. The church leader said the western-imposed programmes are 
causing ecological damage, suffering and death in Africa. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.57 
WCC RENEWAL ANID WORSHIP SEMINAR HELD 
A World Council of Churches seminar on Orthodox liturgical renewal was held in 
Bucharest (21-27 October) and brought together 20 people from both Eastern and 
Oriental Orthodox churches. Among other topics, the seminar discussed the 
recent changes in eastern Europe. The seminar resolved to encourage the local 
churches to develop liturgical education and material for the people. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.58 

SOUTH AFRICA: POLITICAL LEADER URGES CHURCHES TO BE MORE CYNICAL 

Sheena Duncan, vice-president of the South African Council of Churches and 
leader of the human rights organization Black Sash, has urged the churches in 
South Africa to be more ‘'‘cynical' towards the South African government's 
proposals for a new constitution, reports Southern African Church News. At 
an ecumenical meeting in Grahamstown (20 September), Duncan said churches were 
"too ready to believe a government which Says apartheid is dead', and urged 
the church not to allow ‘its prophetic voice to be silenced now'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.59 
UGANDA: CHURCH LEADER WARNS OF FALSE MIRACLES 
Ugandan Roman Catholic Archbishop Emmanuel Wamala has warned Christians to 
look out for bogus miracle claims by some people which, he said, misled many 
Christians. ‘We hear people talking about miracles and apparitions of the 
Virgin Mary. These claims can form a hurricane which can easily sweep you 
away especially if you are not deeply rooted in your faith', he said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.60 
SOUTH AFRICA: BLACK CHURCH LEADER TURNED AWAY AT WHITE CHURCH 
The leader of the South African-based Zion Christian Church (ZCC), an African 
independent (spiritual) church, Bishop Barnabas Lekganyane was turned away 
from an Afrikaans-dominated Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk where he had gone to 


attend a memorial service for a local white businessman. Lekganyane was told 
that the congregation had decided not to admit blacks to its service. He 
said later that he was ‘shocked and disappointed’. A ZCC statement said 'we 


are concerned that a man of God should be barred from entering a house of God' 
especially ‘during these days of reconciliation between races’. [EPS] 


WCC FAITH AND ORDER WORLD CONFERENCE VENUE NAMED EPS 91.11.61 
The World Council of Churches' Fifth Conference on Faith and Order will be 
held at Santiago de Compostela in Spain, 3-14 August next year. Announcing 
the decision, Faith and Order Commission moderator, Mary Tanner, said Santiago 
de Compostela offers suitable facilities at an attractive price. As a place 
of pilgrimage, she said, Santiago de Compostela ‘gives meaning to our 
ecumenical journey’. The provisional theme of the conference is ‘Towards 
Communion - Koinonia in Faith, Life and Witness’. Close to 400 people are 
expected to participate in the Conference. [EPS] 

EPS 91.11.62 
GERMANY: YOUTH STUDY CIRCLE FOUNDED 
A group of young people from different confessional backgounds in Germany has 
formed a ‘Study Circle "Young Ecumene"', according to a 23 September letter 
from one of the group's founders. The letter said the study circle was 
founded as a result ‘of our work and fellowship before, during and after the 
Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Canberra’. One of the 
objectives of the circle is to discuss and understand the issues affecting the 
ecumenical movement. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.63 

SOUTH AFRICA: CHURCH LEADER AMONG THOSE DETAINED 

An Anglican priest is among several hundred people detained for political and 
other reasons by the authorities in the South African homeland of Ciskei, 
according to a 4 November report from the Southern African Church News. Alf 
Dlamini from Peddie was taken from his home (1 November) and has not been 
heard from since. Bongani Finca, head of the Border Council of Churches, 
which is a regional affiliate of the South African Council of Churches, said 
Dlamini's detention is ‘tantamount to a declaration of war against the 
church’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.64 

BOLIVIA: CHURCHES TAKE A LEAD IN SUPPORT OF CENSUS 

Convinced of the need for accurate statistical information on Bolivia, the 
country's churches have agreed to assist the government with an upcoming 
national census of population. The Roman Catholic church agreed to cancel 
all masses on Wednesday, 13 May next year, the day of the census, to help 
ensure that all people will be home. Evangelical churches have also agreed 
to cooperate. The National Statistics Institute agreed to include a question 
about religious preference in the census survey. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.65 
HONG KONG: LUTHERANS OFFERED SUPPORT TO FACE CHALLENGES OF 1997 
Leaders from about two dozen Lutheran church bodies from around the world 
expressed support to the Lutheran Church Hong Kong Synod (LCHKS) which plans 
to embrace the challenges in 1997 when the British colony reverts to Chinese 
rule. The participants in the International Lutheran Conference (ILC), which 
met 4-12 October, adopted in principle a statement to support the 8000-member 
LCHKS with material and human resources as the church ‘faces its destiny with 
history in 1997'. The ILC brings together mostly presidents of Lutheran 
church bodies who are partner churches of the US-based Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod. They meet every two years. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.66 

CANADA: UNITED CHURCH DELAYS RELOCATION OF HEAD OFFICE 

The United Church of Canada has postponed plans to relocate from Toronto to 
Kitchener-Waterloo, 100 kms to the west, because of a slump in the Toronto 
real estate market. The church had planned to sell its Toronto downtown 
offices and construct a new headquarters in Kitchener in 1993, but was unable 
to find a buyer who would pay enough to make the move self-financing, a 
condition set by the church's General Council in 1990. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.67 
SOUTH AFRICA: ADVENTIST UNIONS AGREE TO MERGE 
The Switzerland-based Adventist Press Service reported (10 November) that the 
two Seventh-day Adventist Unions in South Africa have agreed to merge. The 
South African Union Conference meeting in Bloomfontein (3-4 November) approved 
the merger of the white South African Union and the predominantly black 
Southern Union. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.68 

USA: CHURCHES URGED TO GET INVOLVED IN ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

At the initiative of US religious and political leaders, a national ‘Green 
Network' designed to strengthen religious environmental activity was launched 
in New York (30 October). The programme calls upon congregations to report 
on their environmental activities - for example, in the areas of recycling, 
religious education, liturgy, land use programmes, energy conservation and 
local advocacy - through a special toll free number. Information collected 
will be published in a ‘Guide to Environmental Activities in the American 
Religious Community' in time for the Washington Summit on the Environment 
scheduled for 10-12 May next year. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.11.69 
CHRISTIANITY IS WORLD'S LEADING RELIGION, SAYS SURVEY 
Of the world's estimated population of 5.2 billion, about 1.8 billion are 
Christians, and of those 906 million are Catholics, according to the UK-based 
Catholic weekly The Tablet, of 29 September. It says Muslims have 917 
million adherents, Hindus 722, Confucians 338 and Buddhists 329 million. 
There are 19 million Jews and 17 million Sikhs. Religions other than these 
total 769 million and those with no religion total 269 million. The Tablet 
Says these estimates appear in the Catholic Church's statistical survey for 
1989, valid up to January 1990. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.70 
GERMANY: IMAGE OF CLERGY SUFFERING SETBACK? 
The public image of the clergy has suffered a severe setback in Germany, says 


Idea, the information service of the German Evangelical Alliance. It says 
for the first time ministers of the church do not appear in the top ten 
professions with the highest reputation. Idea quotes a survey carried out by 


the Emnid-Institute of Bielefeld which found that the clergy fell five places 
Since 1987 from fifth to twelfth position among 25 professions in the former 
West Germany. Now, says Idea, they have the same status as computer 
specialists. In the former East Germany, the image of men and women clerics 
is even lower: they hold the nineteenth position, says Idea. [EPS] 

[EPS] 


EPS 91.11.71 
UGANDA: ANGLICAN BISHOPS URGE YOUNG PEOPLE TO MARRY EARLY TO AVOID AIDS 
Uganda's Anglican bishops have urged young people in Uganda to marry early in 


order to avoid contracting AIDS. The bishops also urged the government to 
introduce sex education in schools and called for open discussion of the 
subject. In August, the government withdrew all condom advertisements in all 


government-controlled media following protests from religious leaders (EPS 
91.09.39). Religious leaders said at the time that the advertisements helped 
to increase the spread of AIDS. [EPS] 


EPS 91.11.72 
ECUTEXT: WCC Christmas Message 


(This is the full text of the World Council of Churches Christmas message by 
general secretary Emilio Castro. ] 


This Christmas message is being sent just after an historic event in the life 
of the ecumenical movement - the first official visit by a World Council of 
Churches delegation to South Africa in nearly two decades. For most of those 
years, the South African government was unwilling to allow WCC staff to enter 
the country because the Council symbolized the firm and uncompromising stand 
against racism and apartheid taken by churches all around the world. 


The visit I made with a number of staff colleagues in October - culminating in 
a meeting in Cape Town with international church leaders - was possible 
because the winds of change have begun to blow over this troubled nation. 
Mindful of how long and difficult is the road to peace with justice, of how 
many more steps are needed before all the people of South Africa live in 
freedom and dignity with mutual respect, I ask for your special prayers for 
that nation during the Christmas season. 


But South Africa is only one of the many situations in the world which 
illustrate the enduring challenge to the Christian church to discern and to 
participate in the movement of the Spirit to bring about life and renewal. 
During 1991, we heard that call to discernment and participation expressed 
eloquently in the theme of the WCC's Seventh Assembly in Canberra: ‘Come, Holy 
Spirit - Renew the Whole Creation’. [over] 


wcc christmas message/2 


Together as Christians from many cultures, traditions and confessions, we used 
those words to pray for vision, imagination and strength to pursue our common 
calling. 


The story of the birth of Jesus as told in the gospel of Luke includes a 
fascinating account of such discernment. When Mary and Joseph, following the 
custom of purification, presented the child Jesus in the temple, they were 
unexpectedly met by Simeon who, we are told, had come there ‘guided by the 
SparzG. 


Simeon took the child into his arms and praised God in these stirring words: 
"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples' 


To most of the people crowded in and around the temple on that day long ago, 
Jesus was just one more first-born son, brought to be dedicated. Under the 
power of the Spirit, Simeon saw something much more profound. 


Rereading the familiar biblical accounts of Christ's birth with the Assembly 
theme in mind, I am struck by Luke's presentation of the Christmas story as 
essentially a ‘'Spirit-event'. Elizabeth is promised that John, the 
forerunner to Jesus, would be ‘filled with the Holy Spirit' even before his 
birth. 


Mary's perplexity is dispelled with the promise that ‘the Holy Spirit will 
come upon you'. Both Zechariah and Simeon were ‘filled with the Spirit' to 
enable them to discern what God intends to do among God's people. 


The events surrounding the Christmas story are very much like the events of 
our own time: people forced to move, with no room even for a woman to give 
birth to her baby, political suspicion and intrigue leading to the massacre of 
innocent children, the flight to neighbouring countries as refugees. 


In the midst of all this are paar ‘filled with the Spirit' to discern what 
lies beyond the obvious. 


To hope, to stand firm, to rejoice and to announce the good news of what God 
is doing among us amid the suffering and death, uncertainties and problems of 
the world, requires the special gift to discern the Spirit at work. 


It was such discernment that inspired Mary to sing her Magnificat: 


‘God has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
and lifted up the lowly; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and sent the rich away empty' 


In the power of the Spirit, Mary was able to discern not simply a child but 
God's love revolution in the world at work. May the same Spirit open our 
hearts and minds to enable us all to discern today the significance of the 
Saving and renewing message of the birth of the Christ-child. Grace and 
peace. [EPS] 
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EPS SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 
49.50 US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss 
Francs, 79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 
295 French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears 
about three times a month. 


keke RHR RHR KR KR RHR KHER KR KR KR KEKE KEKE KR KR KR KR KR KK KR KR 


In EPS 91.11.61, please read, The World Council of Churches’ Fifth Conference 
on Faith and Order will be held at Santiago de Compostela in Spain, 3-14 
August 1993 ... . 


In EPS 91.08.37, please note that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada is 
the first major Lutheran church in the world to adopt a statement allowing 
infants to the Lord's supper. 


Available from the WCC Commission on Churches' Participation in Development, 
Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2, is a booklet, An Invitation to Participate: 
Informations 1992. The booklet outlines four major regional programmes in 
which the CCPD has been involved. These include the 500th anniversary 
programme (Latin America/CLAI), Kairos Europe/92, The 1992 Quincentennial 
Activities (Caribbean/CCC), and Kairos USA/92. 


Available from Panos Institute, 9 White Lion Street, London Nl 9PD is the 
1991 Annual Report and the 1991/92 Publications Catalogue. 


Chapter and Verse: A Sceptic Revisits Christianity by Mike Bryan, is a new 
book from Random House, 201 East 50th Street, New York, NY 10022. Price: 
US$22. 


The Caribbean Conference of Churches has vacancies for Associate General 
Secretary for Programme Planning and Coordination and aéée§ Financial 
Comptroller to be based in Barbados. Further information may be obtained 
from The Associate General Secretary, Human Resources, Caribbean Conference 
of Churches, Box 616, Bridgetown, Barbados. 


An International Baptist Peace Conference to be jointly organized by the 
Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America and the Baptist Convention of 
Nicaragua, will be held in Managua/Nicaragua (15-19 July) under the theme, 
New Light from the World: The meeting is a follow-up to a similar one held 
in Sjovic/Sweden in August 1988 under the theme ‘Seek Peace and Pursue It’. 
More information is available from American Baptist Churches, Box 851, Valley 
Forge, PA 19482-0851. Fax: (215) 768-2470, Tel: (215) 768-2451. 


The 25th international conference of the International Ecumenical Fellowship 
will be held in Austria (21-28 August, 1992) under the theme 'Called To 
Freedom'. Further information is available from Godlind-Elisabeth Volland, 
Lutzowstr. la, D-5600 Wupperta 11, Austria. Tel: (034) 52 24 35. 
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EPS 91.12.01 
WCC RESPONSE TO SHOOTINGS BY INDONESIAN MILITARY IN EAST TIMOR 


Following a shooting incident in Dili, East Timor, on 12 November, the World 
Council of Churches expressed its ‘profound dismay' at ‘the violent deaths of 
SO many innocent people'. 


Indonesian authorities acknowledged that at least 50 people were killed when 
soldiers in Dili opened fire at a funeral procession of youths protesting 
Indonesian rule of East Timor, a former Portuguese colony annexed by Indonesia 
in 1976. Other eyewitnesses put the death toll much higher. 


In a letter to the president of the Protestant Evangelical Church in Timor 
(Gereja Masehi Injili di Timor) and the vice chairman of the Christian Church 
of East Timor, General Secretary Emilio Castro assured the churches ‘of our 
active monitoring, with the Indonesian and worldwide Christian community, of 
further developments. God permit that this tragedy will oblige all to engage 
in a national dialogue leading to peace in justice’. 


WCC officials were informed that the executive committee of the Communion of 
Churches in Indonesia (Persekutuan Gereja-Gereja di Indonesia) was sending its 
general secretary to Dili-to investigate the situation. 


The Protestant Evangelical Church in Timor, which has some 700,000 members, is 
a founding member of the World Council of Churches [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.02 
UK: CHURCH OF ENGLAND URGES DEBT RELIEF FOR POOR NATIONS 


The Church of England's General Synod meeting in London (14 November) 
unanimously accepted a motion supporting the recent initiatives by the British 
Prime Minister, John Major, to cancel certain debts owed by developing 
countries to the UK government. The synod also urged all donor governments 
to cancel official debts from severely-indebted countries. 


According to Richard Harris, bishop of Oxford, the burden of debt on the poor 
countries is 'one of the major moral challenges of our time'. He noted that 
money that should be spent on food, education, and medical care is, instead, 
going abroad in form of interest repayments. He said that this could use up 
to 40 per cent of a country's gross national product. 


In another action, the synod endorsed a report critical of racism within the 
Church of England and called for measures to eradicate it at both parish and 
diocesan levels (EPS 91.11.50). 


John Sentamu, chairperson of the church's Committee for Black Anglican 
Concerns, told the synod that the roots of racism were deep down in the soul 
of western Christendom. The word black, he noted, has always had negative 
connotations, while the word white has favourable ones, adding that the 
symbolism of colour with its association with moral qualities had been taken 
over by western Christendom. 


"Religious language from the beginning was full of dark deeds and fair 
promises, black thoughts and white angels. Thus the metaphor of light and 
darkness came to be applied to human conduct', Sentamu said. 


The synod's resolution affirmed that ‘all men and women of every hue and 
ethnic group belong to the human race, are all made in the image of God, and 
each is of unique worth in his sight'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.03 
FRENCH PROTESTANTS CALL FOR FAIR TREATMENT OF FOREIGNERS 


French Protestants have called for a one-year moratorium on expelling 
asylum-seekers to allow time for their cases to be fully heard. 


The suggested moratorium was among several appeals addressed to the French 
government by the 19th quadrennial general assembly of the French Protestant 
Federation (FPF), which brought 340 delegates and guests to the northern city 
of Lille (1-3 November). Delegates also asked the FPF council to convey to 
the government their concerns about France's role in Africa and the Pacific. 


A concluding assembly message developed the theme of the three-day meeting, 
‘Grace without boundaries’. Describing grace as 'the first word of God', the 
message says that it is by grace that ‘our differences become useful and 
enriching ... God's grace becomes hope for the world when it transforms the 
Christian community and places it at the service of people. We are called to 
open ourselves to the invasion of grace'. 


Noting that ‘grace without boundaries' is a demand placed on all churches, 
including those within the FPF, the delegates concluded that ‘we cannot accept 
the barriers which remain among us and prevent us from recognizing in the 
others the full and legitimate expression of the one church of Jesus Christ’. 


The growing tendency in Europe and France to make foreigners ‘the scapegoat 
for social malaise' is ‘incompatible with biblical teaching’, said an assembly 
resolution, recalling that during its history French Protestantism itself has 
experienced persecution and exile first-hand. 


The assembly expressed solidarity with African churches playing a ‘courageous 
role' in their countries' turbulent transition to democracy, especially Benin, 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Congo, Madagascar, Togo and Zaire. 
French military and financial support to dictatorships that openly violate 
human rights is a ‘scandal', the delegates said. 


The FPF council was also asked to convey to the government the appeal of the 
Pacific Conference of Churches, renewed at its assembly in September, for an 
end to French nuclear tests in the Pacific and the desire of French churches 
that their government participate more actively in conventional and nuclear 
disarmament negotiations. Churches were invited to join on Sunday 1 March 
1992 in the traditional protest against nuclear tests in the Pacific. 


In light of recent protests by French farmers, the assembly called on the 
churches to take a clear position of ‘respect for those who work on the land, 
in their double role of production and maintenance of nature’. It called for 
coordination of efforts among groups working on behalf of men and women in 
France who have been marginalized by new technologies, unemployment and 
poverty ‘in a success-oriented civilization’. 


In other actions, the assembly called for development of Protestant ministry 
among university students, study of ethical questions related to AIDS and 
homosexuality, creation of internships in parishes, groups and communities 
which help people to become ‘artisans of peace' and closer relations between 
the FPF and Evangelical and Pentecostal communities. A key question for 
French Protestantism, FPF president Jacques Stewart told the assembly, is how 
it can speak an ‘evangelical word, ... clear and audible' in the context of 
public discourse dominated by the imperative of growth and competitiveness, in 
which the economy ‘has become an end in itself and not a means for the service 
of human dignity and freedom’. Responding to that challenge, Stewart said, 
requires deeper reflection on the links between faith and economics - an 
enquiry which has already been initiated by the WCC in its process towards an 
ecumenical statement on economic life (EPS 91.09.67). [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.04 
BRAZIL: POPE'S OCTOBER VISIT PRAISED 


An open letter to Pope John Paul II from Frei Betto, a Brazilian Dominican and 
well-known liberation theologian, has spoken positively about numerous aspects 
of the pontiff's October visit to Brazil. 


In particular, Betto's letter, published by the Brazilian church news agency 
AGEN, mentioned John Paul II's response to the ‘hunger for bread and justice' 
in the country and his insistence that Brazil's external debt must not be paid 
at the cost of greater misery for the poor - a message which would not have 
been welcomed by those officials who are ready to sign a new accord with the 
International Monetary Fund. 


Betto also praised the pope for saying Clearly ‘that the church can never 
remain silent when the freedom and human dignity of any person of any race, 
social condition or creed is at stake' and for disappointing those who had 
been hoping for a ‘clear condemnation' of all forms of liberation theology. 


However, Betto concluded, he hoped that for his next visit the pope would come 
‘without ostentation', as a pastor and not as a head of state. ‘Visit our 
basic ecclesial communities, the rural communities, the families of peasants 
assassinated in conflicts over land. Meet the little boys and girls who live 
in the streets of our cities', he urged. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.05 
SWITZERLAND: WOMEN SEEK SUPPORT FOR DUAL CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 


The ecumenical women's group in Zurich has launched a signature campaign for a 
referendum that would change the rules of the Catholic and Reformed churches 
of the Swiss canton to permit members of either church to hold membership in 
the other at the same time. If 3000 Catholics and 5000 Protestants sign the 
petition within six months, the synods of the two churches will have one year 
to put the matter to a vote of the churches. 


According to a spokesperson, such ‘dual membership does not in any way mean a 
dilution of the two professions of faith, but mutual enrichment', which will 
lead to an ‘overall renewal of the churches’. A brochure explaining the 
initiative says ‘many people no longer see confessional differences as 
church-dividing ... The consciousness of a common Christian identity is in the 
foreground’. 


Support for the idea has come from several sources, including a number of 
‘mixed' (Catholic-Protestant) married couples. But Alfred Schindler, a 
Protestant professor of theology in Berne, voiced skepticism, suggesting that 
‘dual membership' would lead 'to something like a third confession, and thus 
do nothing to serve unity'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.06 

NORDIC RELIGIOUS LIBERTY MEETING HELD 

Issues in religious liberty and church-state relations were the main topics of 
the Joint Nordic Religious Liberty Conversation organized by the Swedish 
chapter of the International Religious Liberty Association and the Religious 
Liberty Department of the Swedish Seventh-day Adventist Church (28-29 October) 
at Hultafors/Sweden. Thirty participants from Denmark, Finland, Norway and 
Sweden also discussed religious liberty for the minorities and their legal 
Status, and shared information on approaches to non-Christian religions such 
as Islam. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.07 
CONGO: CHURCHES CALL FOR SMOOTH DEMOCRATIC TRANSITION 


An appeal dated 14 October and addressed to the Congolese presidency, supreme 
council and the government by members of Congo's Ecumenical Council asks each 
institution to play its designated part in enabling a smooth transition to 
multi-party democracy. 


The outcome of the work of a national conference that ended last June and 
decided on how to transform the nation's political life was a mandate to the 
three institutions to implement this transition. 


But, states a letter signed by heads of the Evangelical, Kimbanguist and Roman 
Catholic churches and the Salvation Army, several factors now threaten the 
success of the national conference, the most serious being that ‘at a time 
when salaries are overdue because of the catastrophic economic and financial 
situation inherited from the previous regime, certain politicians are handing 
out enormous sums of money to buy support for the restoration of a regime that 
the people have rejected’. 


The letter says that if ‘these Congolese’ are as well-meaning as they claim, 
they should return the money to state coffers so that the entire population 
may benefit. 


Government offices are being looted and files destroyed while many citizens 
illegally possess hand grenades and firearms; and the letter wondered at the 
‘silence of the presidency and the supreme council’ about this state of 
affairs. 


Primarily addressed to the three responsible institutions, the letter also 
requests support for the new and fragile democracy from party leaders and for 
lucidity, honesty, loyalty and patriotism from citizens, and Christians in 
particular, so that nothing may henceforth prevent national conference 
decisions taken in the common interest from being applied. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.08 
ITALY: CHRISTIAN SERVICE CENTRE CELEBRATES 30TH ANNIVERSARY 


In 1961, a small group of volunteers led by Pastor Tullio Vinay came to Riesi, 
a small town in Sicily's heartland. There in ‘the land of exploitation, 
suffering and emigration' they founded the ‘Servizio Cristiano’ (Christian 
Service Centre) as an outreach of the Waldensian Church in Italy. 


Addressing an audience of townsfolk, past and present staff and visitors 
gathered to celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the Centre's opening, Paolo 
Ricca of the Waldensian Theological Faculty in Rome reminded them that those 
who came to Riesi in the early days were viewed by many as ‘'non-desirable 
colonizers'. 


But, said Ricca, ‘not all those who come from afar are colonizers’. The 
international volunteers - 180 in thirty years - succeeded in bringing hope 
where resignation had reigned, and in overcoming taboos and dogmas: mafia 
invincibility, unreformability of the South, the law of silence ('‘omerta'). 


The difficulties were legion. Recalling an attempt by the mafia to burn 
their fields, current director Giuseppe Platone highlighted the courage of 
those who, in their diakonia and preaching, confronted a ‘culture of death’. 
Today, there are less volunteers at the centre than in the past. After 
experiencing financial difficulties two years ago, the centre's fortunes are 
recovering thanks to substantial donations. New volunteers could thus be 
accommodated, and are eagerly awaited. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.09 
BRITISH CHURCHES OPPOSE GOVERNMENT OVER PROPOSED REFUGEE LAW 


British churches have taken several actions to oppose a new legislation 
currently before parliament which, if passed, will restrict the flow of 
refugees and asylum seekers into Britain. 


On 12 November, four church leaders - Anglican bishops Peter Hall and Alastair 
Haggart, Roman Catholic bishop Victor Guazzelli, and Ivan Weekes, vice 
president of the Methodist Conference - presented a 16 000-signature petition 
against the proposed legislation. 


In a letter to The Times newspaper (13 November), Anglican Archbishop George 
Carey and Roman Catholic Cardinal Basil Hume recognized the difficulties the 
government faced in coping with unpredictable influxes of refugees, but said 
it was ‘essential’ that any Streamlining of procedures should preserve the 
protection to which genuine asylum seekers are entitled under international 
law. 


‘Under the proposed arrangements, there will only be a right of appeal against 
a refusal if leave to appeal has been granted first', they wrote. "An 
application for leave to appeal will have to be lodged within three days of 
the refusal decision being posted by the Home Office, and without the 
applicant seeing the evidence on which the refusal has been based. There is 
a deep concern felt by many involved in refugee work that these procedures are 
unrealistically tight, and pay too little regard to the actual circumstances 
in which a genuine asylum seeker - by definition someone in real fear of 
persecution - is likely to arrive here'. 


The Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales' meeting (18-21 
November) is expected to speak strongly against the proposed legislation. 


In a briefing paper prepared ahead of the meeting (EPS 91.10.43), the bishops 
expressed concern that Europe is beginning to define itself very narrowly in 
terms of a ‘fortress Europe’ with very serious implications for those seeking 
asylum, 


The paper added that ‘if present trends continue it would put in serious doubt 
Europe's commitment to the principles of refugee asylum or protection, 
painstakingly developed over the last 40 years'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.10 
NEPAL AUTHORITIES 'SOFTENING UP' TOWARDS CHRISTIAN GROUPS 


The United Mission to Nepal (UMN), an international, inter-denominational 
Christian mission that coordinates the work of 382 missionaries sent by 38 
evangelical Christian agencies from 18 countries in Asia, Europe, and North 
America, says it is experiencing a positive interest from the newly-elected 
government of Nepal. 


Pro-democracy demonstrations in Nepal last year led to sweeping changes and 
new freedoms, including the government dismissal of all cases of people 
convicted or awaiting trial for ‘religious activities' (EPS 90.07 012)% 


UMN director Edgar Metzler said after a recent meeting with Nepalese Prime 
Minister G. P. Koirala, that the Nepalese government appreciated the UMN's 
service in Nepal. "There are many new openings for us', he said. ‘Over the 
last few weeks, six different members of Nepal's parliament have contacted us 
with requests for help in their home area ...'. 


According to Britannica World Data, 90 percent of Nepal's population of 18 
million is counted as Hindu. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.11 
WCC WORKSHOP ATTEMPTS TO DEFINE COMMON CHRISTIAN ETHICS FOR JPIC 


Ethical principles and values being the mainspring of efforts to bring about 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation (JPIC), education for JPIC must 
be guided by and also communicate such principles and values. 


Formulating a common Christian ethic of JPIC should thus precede the design 
and implementation of JPIC education programmes. In an effort to articulate 
such an ethic, fifteen people from Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Methodist and Reformed churches around the world met last October in Rhodes 
for a one-week workshop organized by the WCC Education sub-unit and hosted by 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


Suggesting a number of introductory theological perspectives, the workshop 
affirmed that Christians and churches may best contribute to JPIC via ‘the 
revival of Christian ethics and its translation to social ethics that will 
respond to the problems and needs of the world today’. 


Among guidelines for a theology of JPIC, participants mentioned the need for 
contextuality and inculturation, and further clarification of the Seoul 
Affirmations. The ten ‘Affirmations of Faith' were articulated by the World 
Convocation on JPIC held in Seoul in March 1990. 


In its attempt to define a Christian ethic that could guide and give content 
to education for JPIC, the workshop affirmed that any such ethic necessarily 
derives from faith. 


The workshop report said: ‘The essence of Christian ethics can be found in 
the Sermon on the Mount: love God, love your neighbour as yourself. The 
foundation of Christian ethics is our understanding of God as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. From this trinitarian foundation, we understand that Christian 
ethics aims toward building community'. 


Participants shared information on various methodologies including 
story-telling from the Bible and life, ‘doing things together', dialogue, 
participation in liturgical life and celebration of church festivals, 
monasticism, art, and retreats. 


They mentioned settings in which such methodologies may be applied such as 
schools, confirmation and catechism classes, parishes and monasteries, the 
mass media, and adult education workshops. And they described such JPIC 
education models as _ tree-planting, litter collection and beach-cleaning 
projects, encouraging children (and adults) to use public transport, being 
less acquisitive, respecting other religions. 


Towards the end of their workshop, the participants acknowledged the magnitude 
of the task they had set themselves. Formulating a common Christian Ethic on 
JPIC is difficult because, as WCC Development Education secretary Teny 
Pirri-Simonian put it, ‘it is hard to determine what is normative for the 
church in all cultures and to what extent the Gospel may be inculturated in 
different contexts’. 


In spite of such difficulties, the participants remained convinced that the 
task is an essential one. Therefore, they encouraged the churches to pursue 
it on an ecumenical basis by further systematic reflection including study of 
the Seoul Affirmations. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.12 
USA: EPISCOPAL CHURCH LEADERS EXPRESS FEAR OF SCHISM 


Leaders of the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church reacted Sharply (13 
November) to a plan by traditionalists within the Episcopal Church for a 
separate jurisdiction that would protect them from what they consider as a 
‘leadership that continues to suppress and persecute biblical Christianity’. 


The plan, unanimously adopted by the Synodical Council of the Episcopal Synod 
of America (ESA) - a group of traditionalists who oppose what they perceive as 
liberal trends in the Episcopal Church such as the ordination of women - in 
Fresno/California (8 November), would invite existing congregations to 
transfer to a new diocese beginning the first Sunday in Advent 1991, anda form 
new parishes in dioceses that the ESA now considers ‘hostile’. 


Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning and nine bishops from 
across the Episcopal Church who form the Council of Advice for the presiding 
bishop, called on 'the Episcopal Synod of America ... to cease from 
implementing' the plan ‘which clearly points toward schism’. 


"We are deeply troubled that the Synodical Council has taken the position that 
those who do not agree with them have rejected the authority of Scipture and 
the Creed and ‘suppress and persecute biblical Christianity', they said. 


After the general convention held in Phoenix/Arizona in July (EPS 91.08.02), 
the ESA released a statement asserting that ‘there are two religions in the 
Episcopal Church. One accepts the Gospel, the other the ways of the world. 
Those who promote the religion of this world dominate the leadership of the 
Episcopal Church and work ceaselessly to advance their religion’. 


William Murchison, a spokesman for the group, said the declaration issued at 
the end of the Fresno meeting is a signal that the time of ‘subservience and 
absolute dependence’ on the national church is over. 


Browning and his Council of Advice described ESA assertions as ‘confusion to 
the faithful', and ‘theologically ungrounded', and said they can '‘'only sow 
disunity in the church whose faith, unity, and discipline we have promised to 
uphold’. 


Arthur Walmsley, Jr., a member of the Council of Advice, said ‘I don't 
recognize the church that the ESA is describing and certainly reject the idea 
that there are two Episcopal churches. Their assertion that Episcopal 
leadership is persecuting biblical Christianity is simply not so'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.13 

NETHERLANDS: CHRISTIAN STUDENT GROUPS MEET 

A meeting of the Inter-Secretariat of European Christian Youth Networks was 
held in Amsterdam/The Netherlands (26-28 October) and brought together 
representatives of 10 Christian youth groups in Europe. A 13 November press 
release from the European regional secretariat of the World Student Christian 
Federation (WSCF) said the meeting was called to discuss the 1993 Ecumenical 
Gathering of Youth and Students (EGGYS) to be held in Brazil. The WSCF added 
that the bodies present at the Amsterdam meeting ‘are already working together 
on some projects' for the EGGYS. The next meeting is planned for March next 
year in Brussels/Belgium. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.14 
ADVENTISTS TO OPEN CENTRE IN ALBANIA 
The Adventist Development and Relief Agency of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church has received a go-ahead from the mayor of the Albanian capital of 
Tirana to open an Adventist centre there. The centre will house an 
education, health and administration facility. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.15 
SERBIAN ORTHODOX LEADER DESCRIBES YUGOSLAV CONFLICT IN RELIGIOUS TERMS 


Newspapers in Belgrade report that Jovan Pavlovic, Serbian Orthodox 
metropolitan of Zagreb and Ljubljana, has accused the Roman Catholic Church in 
Croatia of a campaign against Orthodoxy. 


According to the Swiss Catholic news agency APIC, Pavlovic's 10 November 
comments marked the first time an Orthodox leader has publicly described the 
civil war in Yugoslavia in confessional terms. 


Speaking at a liturgy in support of Serbian refugees coming from Croatia, 
Pavlovic said that ‘beautiful declarations about ecumenism have been shown to 
be false. Those who have worked for an agreement between the belligerents 
along the lines of collaboration between the churches are deeply disappointed’. 


In a newspaper interview, the metropolitan accused Croatian authorities of 
‘persecuting Orthodox priests and systematically destroying Serbian churches', 
including attacks on icons, sacred books and tombstones. Pavlovic compared the 
situation to conflicts between Catholic and Orthodox churches in Russia and 
the Ukraine and said a similar development was emerging in Yugoslavia. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.16 
FRENCH PROTESTANTS MOVE TOWARDS UNITY 


The synod of the Reformed Church of Alsace and Lorraine (France) has taken a 
decisive step towards unity with the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg 
Confession of Alsace and Lorraine (Lutheran). 


Meeting in Thionville (9-10 November), delegates proposed that the two 
churches constitute a joint working group to study the issues that would arise 
from an eventual union and to report within 12 months. Other items on the 
agenda of the 45 000-member denomination were the question of pastors who seek 
political office and the plight of persons affected by the current economic 
crisis in the region, particularly steel-workers and nurses. 


After a long debate, the delegates adopted a resolution stipulating that 
pastors declaring candidacy for the national assembly, senate or European 
parliament should immediately take a leave of absence from the ministry; those 
seeking other elective office must first seek approval from church authorities 
at various levels. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.17 
SPANISH EVANGELICAL CHURCH URGES REPENTANCE ON 500 YEARS 
A declaration by the synod of the Spanish Evangelical Church has criticized 
what is called the ‘triumphalistic orientation' of events planned by the 
government of Spain to celebrate next year's 500th anniversary of the voyage 


of Christopher Columbus. Given the current social, economic and religious 
situation in Latin America, said the synod, which met in Granada (31 October- 
3. November), commemoration of the anniversary should focus on _ ‘the 


consequences of these 500 years since Spain and the Western world have been 
present in America', and should be marked by remembrance, repentance and 
engagement in solidarity. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.18 

CHINESE CHURCH REVIVAL A MIRACLE, SAYS GERMAN CHURCH LEADER 

The astonishing revival of the Chinese churches in the wake of the persecution 
of the Cultural Revolution, and the flowering of thousands of Chinese 
congregations in the People's Republic of China during that period, are 
miracles comparable to the wall coming down in Berlin, said Martin Kruse, 
bishop of the Protestant Church in Berlin-Brandenburg. He was receiving 50 
Protestant and Catholic China experts who came to share their experiences 
(7-10 November) with their European counterparts in Bad Saarow. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.19 
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE, OTHER ORTHODOX TO PARTICIPATE IN VATICAN SYNOD 


Not all European Orthodox churches are following those of Russia (EPS 
91.11.13), Greece and Romania in declining the Vatican's invitation to be 
observers (with the right to speak but not to vote) at the forthcoming special 
Roman Catholic bishops synod on Europe. Among those represented at the 
synod, to be held in Rome (28 November-14 December), will be the Orthodox 
churches of Bulgaria, Armenia, Georgia and Serbia, as well as the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


Speaking to journalists in Lausanne, Georges Tsetsis described the synod as 
"an occasion to seize', since the evangelization of Europe involves all 
churches, not just the Roman Catholic. Given the problems European society 
must face today, ‘evangelization must be a common, ecumenical enterprise’, 
Said Tsetsis, who represents the Ecumenical Patriarchate at the World Council 
of Churches. 


Expressing hope that the bishops will take account of the ‘priorities, 
sensibilities and prerogatives of other churches’, Tsetsis recalled Pope John 
Paul II's image of Europe as ‘breathing with two lungs’ - referring to the 
Western and the Eastern Christian traditions. But, Tsetsis added, the pope 
"sometimes gives the impression that his is the only one inhaling oxygen'. 


Tsetsis described current relations between the Russian Orthodox Church and 
the Roman Catholics as 'sad and painful’ and said they threaten to undo twenty 
years of work for Christian unity. Since the Second Vatican Council, he 
said, the Russian church has invested a great deal in rapprochement with the 
Catholics, and it now has the impression of having received nothing for it. 


Particularly irritating to the Moscow Patriarchate, according to Tsetsis, was 
the Vatican's nomination of a Jesuit, Joseph Werth, as Catholic bishop in 
Novosibirsk. The fact that Jesuits are not normally chosen as bishops except 
in missionary situations is seen by the Russian Orthodox as a Sign that the 
Vatican wants to evangelize Orthodox territories. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.20 
PHILIPPINES: CHURCHES FEAR GOVERNMENT MAY REIMPOSE DEATH PENALTY 


The churches in the Philippines have expressed concern that their government 
may re-introduce the death penalty because of the escalating violence and 
criminal activities in the country. The National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines (NCCP) and the Roman Catholic bishops' conference have both stated 
their opposition to the re-imposition of the death penalty. 


Secretary general of the Catholic Bishops' Conference in the Philippines, 
Nestor Carino, said the CBCP’s stand on the death penalty was stated as early 
as 1979 in a paper presented to then-president Ferdinand Marcos. He said the 
churches supported its abolition 'for reasons of our calling', adding that the 
church advocates the right of every individual to life. 


The NCCP said that its position on the death penalty was stated in its paper 
prepared in 1986 for a government-appointed committee which was gathering 
views on a new constitution. The NCCP said at the time that the death 
penalty should be abolished and should forever be barred as a punishment for 
any criminal offence. 


The council also added that the rise in crime and insurgency cannot be halted 
by the restoration of the death penalty because the measure does nothing to 
address the reasons why Filipinos are driven into committing crimes and 
violence. "The death penalty as an irreversible punishment denies a criminal 
any chance to repent and change', the NCCP said. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.21 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS CRITICIZES THE WCC AGAIN 


The International Council of Christians and Jews (ICCJ), meeting in 
Heppenheim/Germany (9 October), has criticized the World Council of Churches 
for neglecting its relations with Judaism. According to the ICCJ, the WCC 
scarcely addresses the important theological issues of this relationship 
because of an exclusively political preoccupation with the Israeli-Palestinian 
problem. 


Earlier this year, the ICCJ executive committee had expressed ‘deep concern' 
over the WCC Seventh Assembly's statement on the Gulf War, the Middle East and 
the threat to world peace, charging the delegates with '‘ignorance' and 
‘indifference’ towards the Jewish people (EPS 91.04.64). 


Hans Ucko, WCC programme secretary for Christian-Jewish Relations, said he 
‘welcomes the concrete suggestions and cooperation of ICCJ' in helping the WCC 
to ‘continue, develop and deepen its programmes on relations to Judaism’. 
Ucko noted in this connection that General Secretary Emilio Castro and Central 
Committee Moderator Aram Keshishian met with ICCJ officials in Geneva in 
September. 


Earlier, the WCC Executive Committee received and passed on to the Central 
Committee a four-page document describing priorities for tthe WCC in 
Christian-Jewish relations - including continuation of existing relations, 
inviting greater diversity in dialogue, addressing concerns for religious 
liberty, relating dialogue and political advocacy, and working together for 
justice. 


The new WCC programme structure, Ucko observed, gives an important place 
within the programme unit on Unity and Renewal to theological reflection on 


Christian-Jewish encounter. 


But he also insisted that ‘the Israeli-Palestinian problem will continue to be 


an important dimension of WCC relations to Judaism. Here questions of 
justice and peace challenge our theological dialogue. Here the WCC gives 
voice to its member churches who are party to the conflict. This is why the 


WCC explores possibilities of serving the cause of peace in the Middle East 
through a joint Jewish-Christian-Muslim effort'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.22 
CHINESE CATHOLICS ATTEND WORLD PRAYER MEETING FOR THE FIRST TIME 


For the first time the Catholic Church in China sent two delegates to attend a 
world prayer meeting for peace outside their country. At the 8-10 October 
meeting in Valetta, Malta, China-appointed Bishop Anthony Li Du'an of Xi'an 
and Anthony Liu Bainian, vice president of the government-sanctioned Chinese 
Catholic Church Administrative Commission, prayed with more than 230 
participants from different religions worldwide. 


Two other Chinese religious leaders also attended the meeting - Protestant 
Bishop Sun Yanli of Shanghai, standing committee member of the Three-Self 
Patriotic Movement and China Christian Council; and Buddhist Dao Shuren in 
Yunnan, vice president of the China Buddhist Association. The meeting, which 
was attended by over 60 participants, was a continuation of the spirit of a 


joint religious fast and prayer for peace initiated by Pope John Paul II at 
Assisi, Italy, in 1986. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.23 
KENYA: AFRICAN CHURCHES CALL FOR DEMOCRACY, FREEDOM OF SPEECH 


A four-day seminar organized by the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of 
Churches ended (14 November) in Mombasa with a call to African governments 'to 
avail space and time for the ordinary persons to express their will in a free 
atmosphere’. 


The meeting, which was attended by over 200 people from 30 African countries, 
met under the theme ‘Problems and Promises of Mission: Africa Beyond 2000'. 


The participants said in a statement of ‘solidarity with African peoples 
struggling for human dignity and democracy’ that they were not advocating a 
particular system of political organization as a panacea for Africa's 
problems, but for a free play of ideas which would enable people to make their 
own decisions and choices as rationally as possible. 


‘Having examined the multiplicity of problems and crises afflicting the 
African continent, we reaffirm our profound sadness at the sorry physical and 
mental state of the African people that has denied them enjoyment of full life 
which God has promised them', said the statement. 


The participants noted in particular, 'the absence of security for citizens, 
the pervasive lack of accountability, and democracy and respect for human 
dignity' as some of the factors responsible ‘to a large extent for Africa's 
predicament’. They singled out Kenya, Zaire, Mozambique, South Africa, 
Ethiopia, Madagascar, Angola, Togo, and Cameroon as some of the countries 
where advocates of democracy have met the strongest opposition from the 
governments of those countries. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.24 

AUSTRALIA: ECUMENICAL CHURCH LEADER VISITS SOUTH AFRICA 

"The churches of South Africa believe the time is right to invite us and the 
South African government seems open to our presence', said Australian Council 
of Churches general secretary, David Gill, at the start of his visit to South 
Africa (17-26 October). Gill is among the first World Council of 
Churches-related representatives to visit South Africa since the WCC was 
prohibited entry in 1974 for its opposition to apartheid. At the time of the 
ban on WCC staff visits to South Africa, Gill was one of the last officers to 
pay a visit to South Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.25 

SOUTH AFRICA: SACC CONDEMNS DEATH OF POLITICAL PRISONER IN JAIL 

The South African Council of Churches (SACC) has condemned the 14 October 
death in detention, of Robusang Monana, 0 i in the homeland of 
Bophuthatswana. Monana was serving a two-year sentence for ‘public 
violence’. According to the SACC, the cause of Monana's death is unknown, 
but they accused the government of Bophuthatswana of being ‘directly 
responsible for his death... '. The SACC called on the homeland authorities 
to release all political prisoners or else Lucas Mangope, the homeland's ruler 
‘will be held responsible for any loss of life of the political prisoners in 
Bophuthatswana'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.26 

CYPRUS: EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP MEETS IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The Fellowship of the Middle East Evangelical Churches held a general assembly 
(3-9 October) in Lanarca/Cyprus under the theme 'The Call of Christ is 
Partnership’. The membership of the fellowship is composed of Reformed, 
Episcopal, Lutheran, and Presbyterian churches. The general assembly meets 
every four years. In a statement later, the assembly urged the evangelical 
fellowship to ‘define its Middle East identity'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.27 
SOVIET UNION: BIBLE HOUSE DEDICATED 


A newly-refurbished Bible House was dedicated (1 November) in central Moscow, 


reports the UK-based United Bible Societies. The ceremony was attended by 
government officials, Orthodox and Protestant church representatives, and 
visitors from several countries. One of the speakers at the ceremony was 


Alexis II, head of the Russian Orthodox Church. He said the wish of the new 
Bible Society in the Soviet Union is that ‘every home... should have the 
Word of God, and in the languages of the peoples of our country'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.28 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES PLEDGE SOLIDARITY WITH MIDDLE EAST CHURCHES 

During his visit to Cyprus early in November as a guest of the Middle East 
Council of Churches, Australian Anglican Archbishop Donald Robinson said 
Australian churches will continue to render prayer support and solidarity to 
the churches in the Middle East. ‘The Australian Council of Churches has 
sent me to reassure our brothers and sisters here of the continuing interest 
in the life of the people of God in the Middle East and of its renewed 
commitment to prayer support and solidarity', Robinson said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.29 
UGANDA: GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL CALLS FOR SOUND CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
Ugandan vice president Samson Kisekka has called for improved relations 


between the church and the state. Kisekka made the remarks when he opened a 
two-week eastern and southern African/Australian Catholic Relief Consultation 
in Kampala (31 October). ‘Each institution has a role to play in the 


well-being of Uganda', he declared. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.30 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA: PEACE CONFERENCE HELD 
More than 90 people attended an extraordinary assembly of the Christian Peace 
Conference near Prague (17-22 October) under the theme ‘One world - or 
none’. The meeting reflected on the changes in eastern and central Europe 
and on whether the CPC should continue its work as an international Christian 
peace movement. [EPS] ; 


EPS 91.12.31 

NAMIBIA, SOUTH AFRICA AGREE ON JOINT ADMINISTRATION OF ENCLAVE 

The Namibia Ecumenical News Agency of the Council of Churches in Namibia 
reports that agreement has been reached between the Namibian and South African 
governments on joint administration of the South African enclave of Walvis Bay 
on the coast of Namibia. The agreement, which was reached in September, 
gives the two countries equal participation in the administration of police 
and prison services. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.32 
SOUTHERN AFRICANS DISCUSS RIGHT-WING CHRISTIANITY 
Over 50 participants took part in a seminar organized by the Zimbabwe-based 
Ecumenical Documentation and Information Centre for Eastern and Southern 
Africa (EDICESA) and the Council of Churches in Namibia (17-20 October) in 


Windhoek/Namibia on the activities of right-wing Christian groups in eastern 
and southern Africa. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.33 
FRENCH LUTHERANS MEET 
The National Alliance of Lutheran Churches of France met in Strasbourg (8 
October) for its two-yearly meeting. The participants shared the difficulties 
facing sister churches in Central Africa, Cameroon, and Madagascar. The 
meeting supported the convening (24-30 March 1992) in Budapest of the assembly 


of the European Protestant churches to be held under the theme, ‘Christian 
responsibility in Europe'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.34 
UK: ANGLICAN LEADER 'ASHAMED' OF CHURCHES' POOR COMMUNICATION 
The head of the Anglican church, Archbishop George Carey, has said he was 
‘ashamed of the amateurish and out-dated way churches present their message. 
He was addressing 500 participants in an international conference for 
Christian media professionals held in Sheffield (22-27 September), organized 
by the International Christian Media Commission. He said ‘all too often, I 
am ashamed of the poor quality and old-fashioned nature of the church's 
attempt at communication’ adding that the church's message is still the ‘most 
exciting there is and we must not present it in a boring way'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.35 
BAPTISTS APPEAL FOR FUNDS TO TRAIN CHURCH PERSONNEL FOR SOVIET UNION 
The Baptist World Alliance has appealed to all Baptist churches to give 100 US 
dollars or more to train pastors and build seminaries and charitable 
institutions in the former Soviet republics. [EPS] 


: EPS 91.12.36 
UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES, ORTHODOX CHURCH IN JOINT BIBLE VENTURE 
A joint statement of cooperation in Bible work was Signed 24 October in 
Reading, England, between the United Bible Societies and the Russian Orthodox 
Church (ROC) in which they both acknowledged the monumental changes that have 
taken place in Russia and other countries, and promised to respond to the ‘new 
opportunities by an increased provision of Holy Scriptures in quality editions 
which adequately respond to the readers' needs’. The statement was signed by 
Patriarch Alexis II, head of the ROC and Siegfried Meurer, UBS executive 
committee chairman. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.37 
ECUVIEW: Racism in Theological Doctrine (Quince Duncan) 


[This item first appeared in the Peru-based Latinameric Press of 10 October. ] 


The development of racism as a doctrine first emerged within theological 
discourse. In 1529 Paracelus (a Swiss doctor, 1493-1541) denied that the 
Amerindians were descendants of Adam and Eve, thus initiating a debate that 
divided its participants into two distinct groups: those who adhered to the 
theory of mono-genesis (the single origin of all humanity) and those who 
believed in polygenesis (various origins). 


The issue caused so much debate and confusion that Pope Paul III (1534-1549) 
was forced to emit Sublimus Deus, in which he formally recognized the humanity 
of the Amerindians and called on Christians to respect their liberty and 
property. 


The conquerors, however, rejected the papal document in both theory and 
practice. Basing their argument on Aristotle's concept of nature, they 
claimed that the Indians were predestined by nature to servitude. 


This discussion was formalized in the debate between Juan Ginés de Sepulveda 
and Fray Bartolomé de las Casas in Valladolid, Spain, between 1550 and 1551. 
For Sepulveda, the indigenous person was by nature inferior, given to vice, 
irrational, and was as different from the Spaniard as monkeys are from 
humans. While de las Casas defended indigenous people, he was also the one 
who proposed the importing of Africans to America, arguing that they were 
stronger and better equipped for hard labour. [over] 


theology and racism/2 


The biblical foundation used to justify racism was found in Noah's story. 
Ham, Noah's son (from whom according to the Bible all of humanity is 
descended), saw his father drunk and naked and ridiculed him. When Noah 
learned of his son's actions, he cursed all of Ham's descendants. Racist 
theologians added to this, saying that blacks were descendants of Ham, and 
thus were condemned to permanent slavery. 


Other biblical passages, such as Ephesians 6:5 and Ecclesiasticus 33:26-28, 
were the subjects of numerous exegesis all aimed at showing that blacks were 
destined to slavery. 


The association of sin with the colour black became one of the _ racist 
theologians' strongest arguments. If sin is black (according to their own 
definition) and the Africans' skin is black, what greater proof is needed of 
their inherent vileness? 


This doctrine of racism did not remain solely within the theological realm. 
The first social scientists reproduced racist stereotypes. Anthropologists, 
for example, sustained that the original human was white, but exposure to 
tropical climates had caused certain people's skin to blacken. Blackness 
then was considered the result of a process of degeneration. 


It was in the 1880s that racism took on its definitive doctrinal form, within 
the theoretical current known as ‘social Darwinism'. One of its proponents, 
Herbert Spencer (British philosopher, 1820-1903), succeeded in incorporating 
racism into liberal thought. 


Using and perverting Darwin's theory of evolution, the social Darwinists 
juxtaposed civilization and barbarism. 


The first is characterized by Christianity, temperate climates, prodigal 
nature and a mentally-superior race: caucasian. The second is characterized 
by paganism, human sacrifice, tropical climates, limited abilities and chronic 
infantilism. 


In 1895, Domingo Sarmiento (Argentine president, 1868-74), published 
‘Facundo', bringing up-to-date Sepulveda's arguments made in the 1500s. He 
argued that civilization was impossible in Latin America due to the harmful 
effects of the mixing of races. 


This kind of argument led naturally to the rationalization of genocide - if 
change is not possible the only option left is the extermination of the 
‘barbarians'. 


The movement toward independence in Latin America did not include improvement 
in the black peoples' situation according to racist doctrine. In 1839 Pope 


Gregory XV stated that slavery was not bad so long as the slave had a good 
master. 


In 1888 Pope Leo XIII, in a letter to the Brazilian bishops on the occasion of 
emancipation, reminded them that the church had always exhorted slaves to 
tolerate their situation and had likewise censured rebellion. 


It is appropriate to say that theologians, social scientists and racism are 
old bedfellows. And there is no doubt that today through action and/or by 
omission the complicity continues. [EPS] 
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The following new books are available from ZED Books, 57 Caledonian Road, 
London N1 9BU: 


War On The Land: Ecology and Politics in Central America by Bill Weinberg. 
Price: US$ 49.95 hardback and $15 paperback. 


The Poverty of Nations edited by Elmar Altvater, Kurt Hubner, Jochen 
Lorentzen, and Raul Rojas. Price: US$ 55.00 hard back and $19.95 paperback. 


Storm Signals: Structural Adjustment and Development Alternatives in the 
Caribbean, by Kathy McAfee. Price: 29.95 UK pounds hardback and 11.95 
pounds paperback. 


An End To Hunger?: The Social Origins of Food Strategy by Solon L. 
Barraclough. Price: US$ 55.00 hardcover and $19.95 paperback. 


The following situation report is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 
Geneva 2. 


situation report (#3, 19 November) on The Philippines‘ Mount Pinatubo. 


The annual conference of the Caribbean Studies Association will be held in St. 
George's, Grenada, 26-29 May 1992. The theme of the conference is 
‘Globalization and the Caribbean’. More information is available from 
Edward Cox, Dept. of History, Rice University, Box 1892, Houston, Texas 
77251, USA. Tel: (713) 527-4947. 


Cuba At The Crossroads, is an occasional study pamphlet available from the 
WCC/CCPD, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2. 


Available from WCC/Publications, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2 are the following new 
books: 


Truth to Tell by Lesslie Newbigin. Price: Swiss francs 11.90, US$ 6.95, 
and UK pounds 4.75. 


The Sense of Ecumenical Tradition by Ion Bria. Price: Swiss francs 15, US$ 
9.95, and UK pounds 5.95. 


The Healing Community, number 50 in the Risk book series by Karin 


Granberg-Michaelson. Price: Swiss francs 11.50, US $11.50, and UK pounds 
43758, 


In EPS 91.12.02, paragraph two, please read, According to Richard Harries 
eee.e and not Harris. 
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EPS 91.12.38 
CONSULTATION ON ROLE OF RELIGION AGAINST APARTHEID HELD 


A three-day seminar on the ‘Role of Religion and Religious Institutions in 
Dismantling Apartheid" ended (25 November) at the Ecumenical Centre, the 
Geneva headquarters of the World Council of Churches. 


The meeting, which was jointly organized by the wCC Programme to Combat Racism 
(PCR) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), brought together 20 theologians, academics, church leaders and 
scholars from Africa and Europe. They represented the Christian, Muslim, 
Hindu, and Jewish religions. 


In a brief opening address, PCR director Barney Pityana said the meeting was 
organized out of a recognition of the role which the various religious leaders 
“have consistently taken’ in favour of dismantling apartheid. He said that 
over the years there has been a growing ‘solidarity and partnership between 
religions" in the fight against the System of apartheid. 


Another reason for calling the meeting was to ‘celebrate such a growth and 
partnership and to say that it's a winning solidarity action which many other 
countries in Africa could benefit from’. 


"But", he noted, ‘we need to recognize that the history of South Africa has 
been bedevilled by religious controversy and conflict’. 


Much of the discussion that followed centred on papers presented by different 
individuals. 


In @ paper titled 'The religions of South Africa - the role of religion in the 
conquest of South Africa’, Charles Villa-Vicencio, a professor of religion and 
society at the University of Cape Town, said religion has played two roles in 
his country. First, religion has been used by the colonizers ‘as a vehicle 
of conquest" and second, it has been used by the indigenous people as a means 
of resistance. 


He noted that in post-apartheid South Africa, religion is likely to play ‘an 
equally ambiguous task’ and cautioned that ‘if people committed to the 
enduring struggle for social justice neglect the religious terrain, 
reactionary forces will have that much more access to an enduring ingredient 
of South African life’. 


A paper on the ‘Dutch Reformed Church and Afrikaner Nationalism and 
Apartheid’, by Bernard Lategan of the University of Stellenbosch, observed 
that ‘religion has been at least as instrumental in the establishment and 
development of apartheid as in its demise’. 


Lategan added that the dismantling of apartheid through revoking of laws which 
“supported the system will not suffice’. Rather, he said, the apartheid 
structures will have to be ‘replaced by a social order that is more just and 
equitable’ and which provides better answers to the social and political 
questions which apartheid 'tried to deal with in such a disastrous way'. 


Farid Esak, a South African Muslim scholar currently pursuing doctoral studies 
at the UK-based Centre for the Study of Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, 
said, in his paper titled "Muslims and the Quran', that many people in South 
Africa began to view Islam ‘as an ideological option for the future South 
Africa’ following the revolution in Iran in the late 1970s. [over] 


role of religion/2 


In a declaration at the end of the meeting, the participants noted that South 
Africa is now in an interim phase towards ‘a new age’. They pledged to 
continue to ‘raise a prophetic voice, saying "no" to all forms of injustice, 
suffering and exploitation at any level' and also ‘to say "yes" to such 
possibilities of socio-economic and political reconstruction that make for a 
better, more just and humane society'. 


They also pledged to ‘search together’ for a new goal and vision for religion 
and religious identities that will direct, inform and support the transition 
to a democratic, non-racial and just society, and to practise and promote 
democratic values and procedures in ‘our own structures and organizations'. 


The participants acknowledged the ‘ambiguity present in our religious 
traditions' and pledged to ‘make creative use of our diverse traditions' to 
facilitate the process of democractic change. 


Noting that religious bodies do not have the monopoly on morality, the 
participants said, however, that they bore the responsibility to address moral 
issues and to contribute to the debate from their own traditions. 


The participants invited the organizers to convene a follow-up meeting and to 
"indicate where and in what way assistance could be rendered in the transition 
to a post-apartheid society’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.39 
FIRST VISIT TO WCC BY ORTHODOX AUTOCEPHALOUS CHURCH OF ALBANIA MADE 


A delegation of the Orthodox Autocephalous Church of Albania (OACA) paid its 
first visit to the Ecumenical Centre, the Geneva headquarters of the World 
Council of Churches, on 27 November. Led by Metropolitan Anastasios, the 
delegation held wide-ranging discussions with officials of the WCC, the 
Conference of European Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, and the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


Anastasios, a bishop of the Church of Greece, was appointed earlier this year 
by the Ecumenical Patriarchate as its exarch (representative) in Albania. He 
chairs the General Ecclesiastical Council which is seeking to re-establish the 
OACA after 45 years of persecution during which time all its property was 
confiscated by the government. He was accompanied by Professor Y1lli Popa and 
Secretary General Aleko Dhima. 


At a meeting jointly hosted by WCC Acting General Secretary Todor Sabev, and 
CEC General Secretary Jean Fischer, and attended by Georges Tsetsis, permanent 
representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and other officials, the 
delegation presented urgent concerns relating to humanitarian aid to Albania 
and to the diaconal witness of the Church in Albania. 


The hosts spoke of the ‘historic nature' of the visit and the ‘unique 
opportunity’ it presented for following up on the findings of an ecumenical 
team which visited Albania in July (EPS 91.07.57). The ecumenical team, the 
first one to pay a visit to Albania in 40 years, reported on its return to 
Geneva that Albania faced a grave economic situation and social instability. 


Briefing the WCC and the CEC officials, Metropolitan Anastasios cautioned that 
the next two years will be critical for Albania. He said the churches there 
are ‘starting from nothing’. The officials later signed a ‘statement of 
request’ in which the OACA appealed to the international ecumenical community 
for assistance in supporting the programme of clergy and lay formation and 
training. At present there are only 16 clergy to serve the church's 300 
parishes. The statement also called for international suppport for social 
welfare needs, including medical and other aid and training for three young 
Albanian church workers. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.40 
ECLOF BOARD MEETS IN GENEVA, REVIEWS PROGRESS ON NEW GUIDELINES 


At its annual meeting held at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva last month, the 
board of directors of the Ecumenical Loan Fund (ECLOF) reviewed progress on a 
number of directives approved at its 1990 meeting. Among them was the role 
of national ECLOF committees, currently operating in sixty countries 
throughout the world. 


Created in 1946 to help churches in Europe rebuild after the war, ECLOF later 
widened its scope to include support to development projects in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. A non-profit-making foundation under Swiss law, ECLOF is 
part of the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service. 


ECLOF receives its capital through donations which it transfers to the 
national committees which, in turn, lend it out for project development. 
Loan repayments remain within the individual countries, building up a 
revolving fund out of which further loans are made. 


Responsible for identifying worthy projects, screening applications, and 
evaluating economic results and social impact, national committees play a key 
role in realizing ECLOF's goal of assisting groups to achieve development. 


Around 70 per cent of ECLOF's donated capital is earmarked for development, 
yet some national committees were channelling up to 50 per cent into 
infrastructure projects, said Muhungi Kanyoro of Kenya, ECLOF's director. 


At their meeting last year, the ECLOF directors recommended that the national 
committees should give more support to small-scale productive activities. 
During their last meeting they made a further call for some national 
committees to adopt the recommendation. 


The 1990 meeting also recommended that national committee members be elected, 
and that national committees open their membership to non-church groups 
working in the area of credit and development in order to help pool expertise, 
information and contacts. 


The meeting heard that a number of national committees were in the process of 
reviewing their modus operandi in line with these recommendations. 


S. Kavai, a guest speaker from Zimbabwe, told the meeting on its first day 
that national committees should collaborate with all national development 
agencies such as government ministries, industry and commerce, 
non-governmental organizations, and rural business people, in order to yield 
maximum benefits from the revolving fund. Another speaker, D. Mahon, head of 
the World Council of Credit Unions, spoke of poor people's potential saving 
Capacities and how to mobilize them. 


Another major ‘bottleneck', the meeting heard, is the erosion of revolving 
fund capital due to inflation. Low interest rates, in keeping with ECLOF's 
policy of offering ‘'soft' loans, are sometimes not enough to cover the 
operating expenses of the national committees. 


In May 1991 and on the basis of Kanyoro's report, the board formulated new 
guidelines on interest rates. It said these should be geared to prevailing 
financial and economic conditions and commercial rates, which vary 
considerably from country to country. 


In other action, the meeting confirmed the appointments of Kes Oskam, of the 
Netherlands, E. Makondera of Zimbabwe and G. Gonzenbach of Switzerland as 
board members. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.41 
CHURCH OF CHRIST IN ZAIRE DEMANDS PEOPLE-SUPPORTED GOVERNMENT 


Less than two weeks after requesting the Organization of African Unity (OAU) 
to intervene in Zaire's ‘volatile situation’, the All Africa Conference of 
Churches (AACC) reiterated its plea in view of the steadily deteriorating 
Situation there (EPS 91.11.29). 


Its second appeal, dated 7 November, endorsed a 31-October message from the 
Church of Christ in Zaire (CCZ) to the international community calling for the 
latter's help in restoring democratic change. 


Progress towards greater democratization was interrupted in September after 
unpaid soldiers went on a looting spree ( EPS 91.10.31). 


The CCZ message described a country close to civil war, wracked by ‘structural 
violence exercised by the authorities and counter-violence coming from beneath 
by people in distress’. 


It condemned all forms of violence but expressed sympathy with popular sectors 
‘in their search for peaceful democratic solutions to the political and 
socio-economic decomposition of our country’. 


The CCZ described a situation characterized by political stalemate and 
economic collapse. 


Dialogue between President Mobutu and opposition groups broke down when the 
latter removed opposition candidate Etienne Tshisekedi from his post as prime 
minister. Tshisekedi had been appointed two weeks before his removal. 


Industry and commerce were at a standstill, provoking a sharp rise in 
unemployment, food and basic consumer goods shortages, and sky-rocketing 
prices. Epidemics threatened to break out due to a serious shortage of 
vaccines and medicine and the destruction of health facilities. 


Protestant radio and television broadcasts, cut off the air on 20 October, 
were heavily censored; the printing presses of opposition newspapers had been 
destroyed. 


The CCZ message suggested that ‘many members of the political class having led 
this country for the last three decades, fear a political, socio-economic and 
moral showdown which could lead to loss of their privileges’. 


‘The entire political class', it asserted, should ‘renounce the pursuit of 
selfish interests and submit to the will of the people' who, for their part, 
should ‘insist that the sovereign national conference be reopened’. 


Quoting Luke 1:52-53 ('He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has 
lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent 
the rich away empty.'), the message demanded ‘that a government that has the 
Support of the people be put in place'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.42 

ALGERIA: STOP CHRISTIANITY AT ALL COSTS, URGES ISLAMIC NEWSPAPER 

An Islamic newspaper in Algeria has called on Muslims to oppose Christians 
working to evangelize North African Berbers and to stop the ‘poison of 
Christianity’. The An-Naba' newspaper published in Algiers said the spread 
of Christianity in North Africa is harmful to Islam. ‘Is there no limit to 
guard us from the spread of Christianity in the region?. And how far does 
its danger reach and how can we confront it?', the newspaper asked. The 
paper added: ‘Christianization is a falsification and advances to substitute 
Islam'. [EPS] ; 
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EPS 91.12.43 
CHINA: HUMAN RIGHTS STAND DEFENDED 


(This item has been adapted from the 15 November issue of the Hong Kong-based 
Asia Focus. ] : 


In its first white paper on human rights, China has defended its stand on the 
issue, including the right to religious beliefs, and attacked Western 
countries for using the issue to play ‘power politics’. 


The document, ‘Human Rights In China' was issued (1 November) by the 
Information Office of the State Council in Beijing, shortly before the visit 
of US Secretary of State James Baker. 


The document says it seeks to help the international community to understand 
the human rights situation in China and her position on the issue since the 
founding of the People's Republic of China in 1949. 


The document includes a preface and 10 sections on rights in China, as well as 
on China's participation in international human rights activities. 


The preface notes that Chinese people gained their rights after fighting for 
over a century to overthrow the ‘three big mountains' - imperialism, 
feudalism, and bureaucratic capitalism - and secure national independence. 


The paper added that Chinese human rights have three characteristics - 
extensiveness, equality and authenticity, meaning all Chinese citizens may 
enjoy all civil rights on equal terms. 


The right to subsistence is the foremost human right of all, without which the 
other rights are out of the question, the document said. Over the past 40 
years, the paper added, Chinese authorities have solved the problem of feeding 
and clothing the country's 1.1 billion population, 22 percent of the world's 
total, though China has only 7 per cent of the world's cultivated land. 


On religion, the document says, none of the religious people arrested in China 
were apprehended only because of their religious beliefs. Some were ‘engaged 
in subversion against the state regime or in activities endangering national 
security', while others, the document adds, ‘instigated the masses to defy 
State laws and regulations’. 


The paper said the other people detained incited the masses to infighting and 
disturbed public order and even ‘swindled money, molested other people 
physically and mentally, and seduced women in the name of religion'. 


The paper also accused Western powers of using human rights as a pretext to 
"sell their own values, ideology, political standards and mode of development', 
and thus ‘hurting the dignity of many developing countries'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.44 
POLAND: SECOND PUBLISHING FAIR ANNOUNCED 
The Second International Christian Publishing Fair will take place (27-29 
February 1992) in Warsaw. The ICPF aims at promoting Christian publications 
in Eastern Europe, and creating specialized forms of professional contacts for 
a wider spectrum of Christian publishers in the world. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.45 
EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL ENCOUNTER HELD 


The 5th European Ecumenical Encounter ended 17 November at Santiago de 
Compostela, Spain, with a pledge by 40 representatives of the Conference of 
European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European Bishops' Conferences 
(CCEE) of the Roman Catholic Church, to move towards common mission. 


Meeting under the theme, ‘At Thy Word - Mission and Evangelization in Europe 
Today', the meeting heard personal witness from the Orthodox, Anglican, Old 
Catholic, Roman Catholic and Protestant traditions from Germany, 


Czechoslovakia, Portugal, and Northern Ireland. 


A round table presentation of reports heard inputs from the United Kingdom, 
France, Sweden, Italy, Spain, and the Soviet Union. The Independent Orthodox 
Church of Albania attended the Encounter for the first time. 


Both the CEC and the CCEE have, in the past, undertaken studies related to the 
theme of the meeting. Detailed reports to this effect were presented by 
Karl-Christof Epting, CEC Study Commission moderator, and by Hervé Legrand of 
the CCEE. 


In an opening address to the meeting, Roman Catholic Cardinal Carlo Maria 
Martini of Milan observed that the call for evangelization and mission is 
‘directed at us, our churches and our communities, at the whole of Europe ...'. 


Much of the work of the meeting was carried out in small groups with detailed 
plenary presentations by the groups. The group reports emphasized the need 
for the churches in Europe to ‘have the right and duty to evangelize, whether 
they find themselves in a minority or a majority situation’. This, they 
noted, should be done with the cooperation of the local churches ‘and not 
against them'. 


The groups also urged both the CEC and the CCEE to consider more common fields 
of study. The groups felt that there is need to understand the spiritual 
needs of the peoples who until recently, have been living under communism. 


The meeting noted that there was a danger that in the construction of the 
common Europe, the international framework of the message would be 
forgotten. They noted that while secular Europe is building towards 
commonality, the churches in their divided state will not be taken seriously. 


The participants called for the creation of councils of churches in countries 
where they do not yet exist in order to create a permanent structure for 
ecumenical dialogue and cooperation. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.46 
USA: CATHOLIC BISHOPS TURN DOWN CALL FOR MARRIED PRIESTS 


The US Roman Catholic bishops upheld a traditional line during their 
semi-annual meeting by resisting proposals for ordaining married men and 
women, reports the US-based Episcopal News Service. 


Representatives of Catholics Speak Out told the bishops, meeting in Washington 
(11-14 November), that only by ordaining married men, and possibly women, 
could the church reverse the trend of parish-closings and fewer masses brought 
about by a shortage of priests. 


The bishops debated expanded roles for the laity in response to the issue, but 
in the end turned down guidelines for lay preachers. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.47 
INDIA: CONSULTATION ON MISSION DISCUSSES ROLE OF CONGREGATIONS 


Invited by the National Council of Churches in India, 45 participants from 18 
of the 27 member churches of the NCCI met (21-26 October) in Nagpur for a 
consultation on ‘Missionary Congregations in the Indian Context’. The 
consultation was jointly organized by the NCCI, the Christian Conference of 
Asia, and the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


The meeting discussed ways of transforming ‘local congregations as the main 
locus' of mission, and the multi-religious nature of the Indian society. The 
current socio-economic situation in India was also discussed. 


The meeting also discussed structural injustices within the church, such as 
the menial roles given to women, and the grouping of people into different 
caste units. 


Theological reflections on the understanding of mission and related Bible 
studies helped to define the role of the churches and local congregations in 
mission work... 


On lack of stewardship of resources, the meeting noted that the Indian 
churches put together are the biggest Single landowner in India. What 
message do people hear when they see how the Indian churches use their 
property, the participants asked. 


Affirming that a missionary congregation concerns itself with issues outside 
the church, the participants noted that this was not the case in many churches 
in India at present. 


The meeting ended with a pledge by some of the participants to arrange 
exchange visits betwen congregations beyond denominational and regional 
boundaries to help in the process of transformation. The NCCI was requested 
to help in arranging such ‘ecumenical visitations'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.48 
WCC EXPRESSES: CONCERN OVER ARMENIAN CONFLICT 


The World Council of Churches and the Conference of European Churches have 
written to Presidents Boris Yeltsin of the Russian Republic, and Nursultan 
Nazarbaev of Kazakhstan, expressing concern at the political developments in 
Armenia. 


In a joint letter issued 30 November, the two ecumenical bodies said they are 
profoundly concerned by the economic blockade imposed by Azerbaijan ‘as a 
political pressure in the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia on the 
question of the autonomous region of Nagorno-Karabagh'. 


The letter said that since 4 November a gas pipeline from Russia to Armenia 
has been shut off, and that since 21 November the railway line connecting 
Armenia to other republics has been blocked. 


‘This is a gross violation of human rights according to the Geneva Convention 
on targeting civilians to achieve political ends', the two bodies said, and 
urged the two leaders ‘to exert pressure and to intervene with those 
authorities responsible to achieve the removal of the economic blockade ...'. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.49 
VIETNAM: HOUSE CHURCH LEADER JAILED FOR THREE YEARS 


The leader of one of Vietnam's largest independent house church movements has 
been sentenced to three-years' imprisonment for allegedly ‘pursuing religious 
activities without permission' and for using such activities ‘to fight the 
government', according to a report from the US-based News Network 
International. 


Pastor Tran Mai, in his mid-30s, was arrested by police at his home in Ho Chi 
Minh city shortly after 0900 hours, 31 October. Authorities later searched 
his house for evidence to support the arrest, but sources said nothing was 
confiscated. 


Mai has not been formally charged by authorities but has been given a 
three-year administrative detention sentence. It is believed he is currently 
being detained in Phan Dinh Luu Prison, in the Gia Dinh district of Ho Chi 
Minh City. 


Mai is the third prominent Vietnamese house church leader to be imprisoned 
this year for alleged ‘abuse of religious powers'. The two other Christian 
leaders, Thien Tu and Tran Dinh Ai, were arrested in late February and are 
also serving three-year administrative detention sentences. The clerics are 
believed to have been targeted by the communist authorities for their alleged 
links with overseas Christian organizations. 


In an interview with an NNI source in August in Ho Chi Minh City, Mai 
predicted his arrest and claimed the current wave of government repression 
against unregistered Vietnamese Christians was serving to strengthen lay 
leadership of the house church movements. When asked if he feared arrest and 
imprisonment, Mai answered, 'The Lord has prepared me for that‘. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.50 
ORTHODOX CONFERENCE ON ENVIRONMENT URGES RECYCLING OF WASTE 


The inter-Orthodox conference on environmental protection, held 5-11 November 
at the Orthodox Academy of Crete, ended with a declaration by participants 
representing 11 autocephalous and autonomous Orthodox churches to. share 
‘sensitivity and concern of those distressed about the increasing burden on 
the natural environment due to human abuse' (EPS 91.09.41, 10.21). 


The meeting, which was opened by Britain's Prince Philip, the international 
president of the World Wide Fund for Nature, one of the sponsors of the 
meeting, also resolved to declare the first of September as a day of prayer 
for the protection and salvation of creation. Another resolution urged all 
Orthodox churches to undertake Christian environmental education which should 
include ‘all aspects of theological education’. 


The participants also called on the Orthodox churches to initiate recycling 
programmes at the local, diocesan and church levels. At parish level, the 
meeting recommended, churches should organize programmes for paper, glass, and 
metal recycling. 


On energy conservation, the meeting urged the Orthodox churches to initiate 
proper insulation and control of lighting, less use of the car, and encourage 
water conservation. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.51 
SWEDEN: CONFERENCE ON SITUATION IN IRAQ HELD 


A conference on the situation of Christians in Iraq was held (8-9 November) in 
Sigtuna/Sweden, under the auspices of the Church of Sweden Mission, Caritas 
Sweden, Church of Sweden Aid, Church of Sweden Committee on Congregational 
Life, and the Educational Board of the Lutheran and Catholic Churches in 
Sweden. 


Three church leaders from Iraq, Severius Hawa (Syrian Orthodox archbishop of 
Baghdad and Basra), Avak Asadurian (primate of the diocese of the Armenian 
Church of Iraq), and Joseph Habbi (Chaldean Catholic Church) also attended the 
meeting. 


In their declarations at the end of the meeting, the participants issued a 
number of appeals to the Swedish government. They noted that the people of 
Iraq are now suffering from 'the war after the war', and expressed the fear 
that the lack of basic necessities such as food and medicines will get worse. 


Noting that the reconstruction of the country after the war had hardly begun, 
the meeting urged the Swedish government to urgently work for the realization 
of the United Nations proposal to allow Iraq to sell oil equivalent to 2.6 
billion US dollars to meet its food and medical needs. 


The participants also called for the restoration of international contacts and 
relations with the people of Iraq and in particular, for the re-opening of the 
Swedish embassy in Iraq. 


During their meeting with officials of the Council of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland (18 November), the three Iraqi church leaders appealed to the British 
churches to work towards the lifting of non-military sanctions and to continue 
their humanitarian aid to Iraq until the sanctions are lifted. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.52 
UK: CHURCH UNITY, THE GOSPEL, NEED EACH OTHER 


Ecumenism and evangelization are not in conflict but need each other, said 
Anglican bishop Mark Santer of Birmingham/UK. Santer, co-chair of the second 
Anglican/Roman Catholic International Commission, made this observation (13 
November) when he delivered the Cardinal Heenan lecture in London. 


Santer said there was a ‘profound connection' between the unity of God and the 
message of the gospel. "So a divided Christianity obscures and distorts the 
truth of the gospel by the very fact of its division', he said, adding that 
"if we set truth against unity, we betray the truth’. 


He said a divided Christianity also weakened the effect of the gospel. 
‘Christians now see, as perhaps never before, that if we are to preach the 
gospel of peace to the nations we must be at peace and unity among ourselves. 


‘Here in Europe', he noted, ‘the deep divisions which even now are causing 
violence and death to people in Ireland and Yugoslavia cannot be understood 
apart from the heritage of bitter estrangement between divided Christians: 
Protestants and Catholics, Catholics and Orthodox'. 


He said reconciliation between the Anglican and the Roman Catholic churches 
‘has been hampered both by impatience when patience was needed and by failure 
to take opportunities when they presented themselves’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.53 
INDONESIAN CHURCHES SADDENED BY EVENTS IN EAST TIMOR 


The executive commitee of the Communion of Churches in Indonesia (CCI) has 
issued a statement expressing ‘deep concern’ following the shooting of youth 
by the Indonesian military (12 November) in Dili, East Timor (EPS 91.12.01). 


The Indonesian authorities acknowledged that at least 50 people were killed 
when soldiers in Dili opened fire at a funeral procession of youths protesting 
Indonesian rule of East Timor, a former Portuguese colony annexed by Indonesia 
in 1976. Other eyewitnesses put the death toll much higher. 


The CCI extended, on behalf of all its member churches in Indonesia, 
‘heartfelt sympathy to all who are the victims of this incident' and prayed 
that God ‘will strengthen their families in the midst of this hard situation’. 


The CCI hoped ‘in a strong spirit of unity' that the Indonesian government 
will find a solution to the East Timor impasse in order to avoid ‘such 
incidents in the future’. 


In a related statement, Australian Anglican archbishop Keith Rayner has 
‘deplored' the massacre in East Timor and urged ‘all Australians' to support 
‘our government in pursuing every avenue available to them to seek to bring 
peace and justice to the people of East Timor'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.54 
USA: EPISCOPAL CHURCH SCHISM APPEARS IMMINENT AS CONTROVERSY DEEPENS 


The controversy surrounding the intention of traditionalists to establish a 
separate jurisdiction within the US-based Episcopal [Anglican] Church to 
protect themselves from ‘a leadership that continues to suppress and persecute 
biblical Christianity', deepened further with a declaration (18 November) by 
the traditionalists to proceed with their plans. 


On 13 November, the leadership of the church reacted strongly to a decision by 
the Synodical Council of the Episcopal Synod of America (ESA) - a group of 
traditionalists who oppose what they perceive as liberal trends in the 
Episcopal Church such as the ordination of women - to invite existing 
congregations to transfer to a new diocese beginning the first Sunday in 
Advent 1991, and form new parishes in dioceses that the ESA now considers 
"hostile' (EPS 91.12.12). 


Following their 18 November meeting with presiding bishop Edmond L. Browning 
in Fort Worth/Florida aimed at reversing the decision, the traditionalists 
vowed to go ahead with their plans. 


President of the ESA, Clarence Pope said the new diocese, to be led initially 
by retired bishop Donald Davies of Fort Worth, ‘will minister to Episcopalians 
suffocating in the oppressive spiritual climate of today's Episcopal Church’. 


Leader of world Anglicanism, Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey, said ina 
letter he wrote to Browning (14 November) that he was ‘very sorry to learn 
that the Episcopal Synod of America intends to establish a "missionary 
diocese"'. 


He urged all Episcopalians ‘to consider very carefully the constitutional 
implications of this drastic proposal’, and cautioned that ‘any alternative 
Episcopal oversight which is imposed without the goodwill and cooperation of 
the entire Province is potentially schismatic'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.55 
JAMAICA: CHURCH BODY OPPOSES LOTTERY 


The Jamaican Council of Churches (JCC) withdrew its accounts from the second 
largest bank in the Jamaican capital, Kingston, in September, as part of a 
church campaign against a recently-introduced lottery game. 


In a resolution passed at a meeting of its executive, the JCC vowed to remove 
all its accounts from the Bank of Nova Scotia, which distributes the lottery 
tickets, and encouraged ‘all other Christian organizations, institutions and 
individuals to do likewise as practical circumstances will allow’. 


A JCC member, the Jamaica Baptist Union, had cancelled its accounts with the 


same bank in August and called on all Baptists to do the same. The instant 
scratch-and-win lottery, started in August, has been Strongly opposed by 
leading church groups. The church leaders say that gambling is immoral and 


encourages the poor to divert scarce resources from the family. 


The organizer of the game, a prominent Jamaican businessman, was suspended 
from his church because his involvement in the lottery was ‘in conflict with 
the teaching of the church on gambling'. 


As church pressure mounts, Christian employees of the bank have also been 
refusing to sell lottery tickets. The employees say that it conflicts with 
their religious beliefs and is not a part of their job descriptions. Other 
church groups are also indicating that they are going to be boycotting the 
bank. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.56 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA: BISHOPS DENY ‘OVERSIGHT' CHARGES 


The leadership of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Papua New Guinea 
(CPPNG) has issued a statement strongly refuting allegations which appeared in 
some British newspapers suggesting that the CCPNG might be prepared to give 
‘oversight’ to those in the Church of England who are unable to accept the 
ordination of women. 


In a press release of 15 November, the bishops of the CPPNG said they were 
‘amazed’ to learn ‘via the Daily Telegraph newspaper’ that they are offering 
"alternate episcopal oversight’ to certain parts of the Church of England. 


"At no time have we been approached for such assurance nor have we offered 
them, as we believe strongly in the collegiality of the episcopate and 
therefore could not intrude into another Province without due permission from 
the proper authorities', the bishops' statement said. 


The bishops ‘deplored' the attitude of the religious affairs correspondent of 
the Daily Telegraph in naming ‘this Province on pure conjecture and without 
any reference to us'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.57 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND SYNOD ON UNEVANGELIZED CHILDREN 

The Church of England synod, meeting in November, discussed one of the major 
challenges of the church, what to do with 85 percent of children in Britain 
who have no direct and sustained contact with the church. A report prepared 
ahead of the synod titled 'All God's Children?' lamented that so many children 
"set out on the journey of life with little or no awareness of a loving 
heavenly father' and challenged the church to evangelize the young. The 
report argued that the churches will have to combat the ‘false gospel’ 
presented by television and the consumer society. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.58 
PREPARATIONS FOR ECUMENICAL YOUTH MEETING ON SCHEDULE 


Preparations for the World Council of Churches' Ecumenical Gathering of Youth 
and Students (EGGYS) to be held in Brazil in 1993, are well under way, 
according to a progress report just released. 


Other partners in the EGGYS include the International Movement of Catholic 
Students, the International Young Catholic Students, the World Alliance of 
Young Men's Christian Associations, the World Young Women's’ Christian 
Associations, and the World Student Christian Federation. 


The report says a number of regional meetings have been held in different 
parts of the world in preparation for the  EGGYS. In Europe, 15 
representatives of 12 youth and student bodies met in Amsterdam, 26-28 October 
(EPS 91.12.13), to discuss the EGGYS process. An EGGYS working party on 
liturgy met in Geneva (1-5 November) with representatives from the partner 
bodies in the EGGYS. 


In Africa, a regional meeting was held in Nairobi/Kenya (7-8 November). In 
Latin America, a second consultation was held (18-19 November) in the 
Dominican Republic. Two regional consultations are planned for Asia to be 
held in Hong Kong later this month. In the Caribbean, an international young 
women's training workshop was held in Kingston/Jamaica (18-19 November). The 
EGGYS Planning Committee will meet in Paris/France, from 27 February to 4 
March 1992. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.59 
GREATER ATTENTION TO AIDS URGED IN ASIA, PACIFIC 


The causes and consequences of AIDS in Asia and the Pacific and what the 
churches are doing about them were the focus of a ten-day meeting in 
Bangkok/Thailand in November sponsored by the WCC Christian Medical Commission 
(CMC) and the sub-unit on Youth. 


Twenty-seven delegates from churches and related organizations, including 
staff of the Asian and Pacific regional ecumenical bodies, and members of 
regional youth networks, attended the consultation, hosted by the Church of 
Christ in Thailand. For CMC programme secretary Erlinda Senturias, the 
witness of persons with HIV transmitted a powerful message about why people 
get AIDS and its devastating effects on human lives. 


Participants observed that poverty forces young people into prostitution and 
drug abuse, thus increasing their vulnerability to AIDS. As well as helping 
spread the virus, socioeconomic conditions are modified by AIDS via its effect 
on productivity. Cultural and religious beliefs producing guilt, shame and 
rejection contribute to the suffering of people with HIV/AIDS. 


The consultation heard about pioneering ministries such as that of Thai 
non-governmental organizations and a women migrants' shelter in Tokyo. But, 
it noted, churches in both regions are still mostly unprepared to cope with 
the phenomenon. Many assume that AIDS is a foreign problem that won't affect 
their communities. Churches were urged to critically address’ the 
sociocultural and economic causes of AIDS, including discrimination against 
women in some societies, and to become engaged in prevention and pastoral care. 


Regional and national bodies were urged to help local churches educate their 
congregations in AIDS prevention, counselling and care. AIDS workshops, 
development and exchange of resources were seen as_ priorities. The 
consultation suggested incorporating AIDS awareness in theological curricula 
and endorsed observance of World AIDS Day on the first Sunday in December. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.60 
BANGLADESH: SEMINAR ON EVANGELISM HELD 
"The Challenges of Evangelization Work in Bangladesh in the Third Millenniun' 
was the theme of a seminar held in November in the city of Jessore. 
Participants discussed the relationship between Christian inculturation and 
dialogue with other religions, and the role of the church in cases of 
injustice and human rights violations. The seminar called for the formation 
of a missionary association and agreed that mission formation be a continuous 
process. They also accepted the teaching of justice and peace in seminaries 
and other church institutions. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.61 

INDIA: RC LEADER ACCUSES HINDU FUNDAMENTALISTS OF SABOTAGE 

A Roman Catholic leader in New Delhi has accused Hindu fundamentalists for 
involvement in ‘intellectual sabotage' against Christianity among tribals in 
eastern India. Archbishop Telesphore Topo Ranchi said that ‘in the past 
year, 13 Christian institutions have been attacked' in his diocese. he said 
the attacks included the raping of nuns, manhandling of priests, and 
robbery. He said most of the attacks were aimed at Roman Catholic 
educational institutions and their personnel. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.62 
SIKHS REPORTEDLY IMPOSING THEIR CODE ON CHRISTIANS IN PUNJAB 
Christian institutions in Punjab are forced to follow the ‘guidelines' issued 
by Sikh militants, according to a report appearing in the 15 November issue of 
Asia Focus. The report quotes Alphonsa Chelapurath, a Roman Catholic nun 
working in a church-run hospital in the town of Jalandhar. "The militants 
have not spared Christian educational institutions in imposing their code of 
conduct’, she said. The militants, who are battling the Punjabi authorities 
for the establishment of a Sikh homeland known as Khalistan, have reportedly 
issued codes of conduct and dress for people in all walks of life, from 
government officials to newspaper vendors. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.63 

FRENCH COMMUNITY OF DEACONESSES CELEBRATES 150 YEARS 

Members of the Community of Deaconesses of Reuilly in Versailles/France held 
celebrations to mark 150 years of the existence of their Organization (10-11 
November). The celebrations, which were marked by thanksgiving and 
consecration services in the Temple de 1'Etoile in Paris, were attended by 
representatives from France, Switzerland, The Netherlands, Germany, and 
Sweden. The community has sisters working in Cameroon and Tahiti. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.64 
GERMAN BAPTISTS SUPPORT SWISS COUNTERPARTS ON HALTED FUNDING 
German Baptists have issued a strong statement of ‘consternation and 
astonishment’ at the decision of the (US) Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board to transfer 365 000 US dollars earmarked for a Baptist seminary in 
Ruschlikon/Switzerland to finance theological education in Eastern Europe. 
Both the seminary administration and the European Baptist Federation condemned 
the Board's decision (EPS 91.11.47). In their statement, the German Baptists 
described the decision as a ‘clear break of the promises' given in 1983 and 
1988 by the Foreign Missions Board 'to render the financial donation in full 
amount till the end of 1992 and to reduce it gradually after this date over a 
period of over 15 years'. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.65 
CATHOLIC RELIEF AGENCY CRITICIZES BRITISH GOVERNMENT AID POLICY 
The British government plans to divert overseas aid from the Third World 
towards Eastern Europe, according to the Roman Catholic Fund for Overseas 
Development (CAFOD). The agency has condemned the shift in funding. 
According to a report appearing in the 16 November issue of the British-based 
Catholic weekly, The Tablet, the British government's statement on expenditure 
for the last quarter of 1991 showed an increase in overseas aid, but this 
extra money would go to the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, the agency 
said. There would be a decrease in funding to the Third World, CAFOD's 
director, Julian Filochowski said. ‘Diverting money from the Third World to 
aid Eastern Europe is robbing Peter to pay Paul he said. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.66 
ROLE OF BAPTIST CHURCHES IN EUROPE TO BE DISCUSSED 
The European Baptist Federation (EBF) will hold the first consultation on the 
role of the Baptist Church in Europe (26-29 January 1992) in Dorfweil/Germany, 
according to EBF general secretary, Karl-Heinz Walter. At its meeting in 
Varna/Bulgaria (26-29 September), the EBF Council discussed the need to 
clarify the role of the Baptist churches in the new Europe. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.67 

EAST EUROPEAN WOMEN LEADERS MEET, SHARE EXPERIENCES 

Although they have suffered for more than a generation under Marxist regimes 
and live in societies vexed by declining incomes and serious social problems, 
women in Eastern Europe retain tremendous pride in their respective countries 
and are highly motivated to spend their energies on bringing the gospel to 
their people. This was the consensus among eight Christian women leaders 
from six eastern European countries who met late September in Berlin/Germany 
under the auspices of the World Evangelical Fellowship. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.68 

AUSTRALIAN LEADERS DISCUSS PROPOSED REPUBLICAN CONSTITUTION 

Australian church leaders met during the weekend of 9-10 November in Canberra 
under the auspices of the National Alliance of Christian Leaders to discuss 
the proposed republican constitution to replace the current one which 
recognizes the Queen of England as the titular head of state. The leaders 
observed that Australia is at present a nation ‘under God’ and that the 
"Lordship of Christ' is a prominent feature which every monarch accepts at the 
time of coronation. They noted that the proposed constitution will be 
founded on the ‘will' of centralized government and will be centred on the 
ideals of secular humanism and atheism ‘which has brought moral decline and is 
being rejected in eastern bloc countries ...'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.69 

SUDANESE CHURCH LEADER URGES HALT TO ARMS SHIPMENTS 

The shipment of arms to Sudan is fuelling the civil war there and should be 
brought to an end, according to Episcopal Church of Sudan archbishop Benjamin 
Yugusuk. He said in an interview while on a visit to New York last month, 
that the government officials in Germany, Belgium, Canada and the United 
States can use their influence to stop the arms trade that is fuelling the war 
in his country. Although Yugusuk could not name the arms suppliers, he urged 
Western governments to apply pressure to help stop the war which has been 
raging since 1983. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.70 

WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEMBER DIES IN GERMANY 

The World Council of Churches sent a message of condolence (27 November) to 
the family of Bishop Hans-Gernot Jung of the Evangelical Church of 
Kurhessen-Waldeck in Germany who died 26 November at the age of 61. Jung was 
elected WCC Central Committee member at the Seventh Assembly in Canberra and 
as a president of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches in 1986. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.71 
ECUTEXT: WCC on the Situation in Kenya 


[This is the text of a letter sent by WCC general secretary Emilio Castro to 
President Daniel arap Moi of Kenya (22 November) on recent political clashes 
between proponents of multi-party democracy in Kenya and government security 
forces. ] 


We were alerted to the forum of Kenyans wishing to express themselves on the 
political development in your country in a rally on 16 November, 1991. We 
were very surprised to hear the response of your government was to ban that 
expression and jail those suspected to be leaders of this movement. 


Your Excellency, as you well know the yearning of peoples throughout the world 
to have a say in the political developments of their countries is a trend 
that needs to be responded candidly and openly through a genuine dialogue with 
those who feel condemned into periphery of political development. It calls 
for greater appreciation of views of others who might not necessarily agree 
with those in government. 


The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of over 300 churches throughout 
the world. It is committed to the principle of dialogue between communities 
to solve issues. It is for this commitment that we call upon you and the 
government of Kenya to release those detained for expressing their democratic 
rights, and secondly, to encourage your government to broaden the democratic 
base for a political debate in your country. Your intelligent action could 
save Kenya from the ruinous road that many African governments tend to take 
leading to suffering and anarchy. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.72 
ECUVIEW: Latin America: Land, Gold and God (Rodrigo Montoya) 


(The following item appeared in the 10 October edition of Latinamerica Press. 
Montoya is a Peruvian anthropologist. ] 


On 12 October 1492 Christopher Columbus and his crew landed on the Caribbean 
coast. After 69 days at sea, the cry ‘Land, land!' from Rodrigo de Triana 
included a profound, 'Thanks be to God'. Touching land meant that the spirit 
of death was banished and that life once again held hope. 


They had no visas, no return tickets, not even US$ 500 in their pockets. 
They believed they were landing in ‘the Indies', that marvellous land of 
spices that had made European traders rich. 


They did not find spices, or Indians from India, but other men and women. As 
Columbus wrote in his letters, they were greeted with affection and surprising 
goodwill. 


After the overwhelming joy of touching land, of finding fresh water and food, 
Columbus and his companions must have asked themselves ‘Are they human beings, 
these Indians?' In 1492 humanity included Europeans and a few other peoples 
in the Orient. 


But the Caribbean men and women were not like Hindus, and certainly not like 
Spaniards. The differences were enormous. The first answer to the question 
was very simple. ‘We are human. They are barbarians. ' This answer opened 
a long and painful chapter in the history of America. | 


The idea of finding gold, of being rich and powerful, was a driving force for 
Columbus and his crew. When they learned that these other ‘Indians’ had 
gold, the story turned tragic. Taking their gold in the name of God was the 
first lesson the Europeans taught the people of the Americas. [over] 


latin america/2 


Yet, their actions contradict the Gospel they proclaimed. The image of a 
wise and loving God does not fit with abuse, contempt, rape and murder. The 
Caribbean people learned quickly that the true god of the Spaniards was Gold. 


Peruvian liberation theologian Gustavo Gutierrez quotes a letter from the 
Franciscans and Dominicans in his book 'Dios o el Oro en las Indias, Siglo 
SV ee, 


‘In an instructive and painful case, a cacique (indigenous leader) called all 
of his people', stated the letter. ‘He ordered them to bring all the gold 
they had and put it all together. He said to his people, ‘look friends, this 
is the god of the Christians, let us dance a little before it, and then we 
will toss it into the sea. Then when they know we no longer have the god 
they want, they will leave us in peace.' 


For refusing to believe in the god Gold, for being different and for wanting 
to conserve that difference, the men and women of America were called 
‘infidels', ‘pagans', ‘idolaters', 'barbarians', ‘tyrants', ‘beasts' and 
‘sodomites'. 


Juan Ginés de Sepulveda (1490-1573) compared them to monkeys and gave the 
Spanish crown justification to persecute and kill the Indians in his 
celebrated 'Treatise on the Just Case of the War against the Indians’. 


Other religious, however, looked at the same people from a different 
perspective. Before the conquest of Mexico and Peru, a 1511 liturgy in La 
Espanola, today the Dominican Republic, was celebrated and became known as the 
‘Cry of La Espanola’. 


Anton de Montesinos spoke for the Dominicans who believed that the Indians 
were their neighbours and said that what the Spanish colonists and other 
priests had done to them was a grave sin. 


This early protest formed the backdrop for the polemic between Bartolomé de 
las Casas (1474-1566) and Ginés de Sepulveda. 


The two Dominicans were in agreement over the need to convert the Indians and 
gain for them the kingdom of heaven, but were in disagreement about whether 
the means should be violent or peaceful. 


In Guatemala and Peru 499 years later, there are those who continue to follow 
the opposing positions of the two priests. Those who violate human rights in 
the name of ‘defending democracy’ and massacre indigenous people are surely 
convinced that those they are slaughtering are not human beings. If they 
believed that they were, how could they massacre them as they do? 


It is useful to remember, because memory is the heritage of liberty, just as 
to forget is power's weapon. 


Remembering the 500th anniversary does not mean resurrecting Francisco Pizarro 
(1474-1541) and Diego de Almargo (1475-1538) in order to sentence them to 
death again. 


None of the major conquerors of Peru died peacefully in their beds. It must 
have been hard for them to die violently and die knowing they were to become 
citizens of hell. The punishment was sufficient. The gold did not buy 
their way into heaven. [EPS] . 
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Ecumenical Press Service annual subscription rates are 29.50 UK Pounds, 
49.50 US Dollars, 62.50 Canadian Dollars, 65 Australian Dollars, 73.50 Swiss 
Francs, 79.50 New Zealand Dollars, 86.50 German Marks, 99.50 Dutch Guilders, 
295 French Francs, 295 Swedish Kronas, or 450 Indian Rupees. EPS appears 
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Newscript, a weekly digest of news about religion and ethical issues advises 
that its new address is P.O. Box 2100, Chelmsford, MA 01824-0900, USA. 
Telephone: (508) 251 8180. Fax: (508) 251 8188. 


Appeals (in US dollars) from WCC/CICARWS, Box 2100, 1211 Geneva 2; 


India: 260 000 for Garhwal, Uttar Pradesh earthquake (22 November). 
China: 300 000 for flood victims (28 November). 


In EPS 91.12.21, please note that the comments of the International Council of 
Christians and Jews (ICCJ) about the WCC were made in a press release from the 
ICCJ and not in a meeting. 


RARRARARRARRARRKRRRRARRRARRRRRRRAR 


The festive season is here again. On behalf of all the colleagues from 
around the world here at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, I would like to 
extend to you all, a very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year, 1992. 


Ken Sililo Mubu 
EPS Editor. 
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EPS 91.12.73 
WCC GENERAL SECRETARY PAYS A PASTORAL VISIT TO CENTRAL AMERICA 


World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro made a pastoral 
visit to El Salvador, Guatemala and Nicaragua (26 November-6 December), 
accompanied by Charles Harper, acting director of the WCC's Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), and Marta Palma, secretary for Latin 
America in the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS). 


Warmly welcomed by representatives of WCC member churches and other churches 
in all three countries, the team visited a number of indigenous communities 
and met a wide variety of humanitarian, human rights and civic organizations, 
as well as government officials. Castro preached at several large church and 
ecumenical services during the ten-day visit. 


In El Salvador, the WCC group was briefed on negotiations going on in Mexico 
between the government and the armed opposition, the Farabundo Marti National 
Liberation Front (FMLN), which is said effectively to control about a third of 
the country. 


Briefing journalists at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva (10 December), Castro 
Said tension inside El Salvador remains high, with frequent attacks and 
threats against political and religious leaders. 


He said his visit there was designed to ‘encourage the process of peace' ina 
country where over 100 000 people have lost their lives over the years. ‘We 
found that peace would be the most important thing that can happen there’. 


The team found a serious economic situation in El Salvador and expressed fear 
that it would be further aggravated by a rise in unemployment if government 


and FMLN soldiers were demobilized. 


But among many people with whom they spoke, the team reported a mood of 


cautious hope for a non-violent solution. In the context of the FMLN- 
government negotiations, many groups are pressing for efforts to build new 
democratic instruments - a civilian police force, a stronger judiciary, a 


revamped electoral system for the 1994 national elections, land reform and 
press freedom. 


The WCC team was told that Guatemala today is characterized by deepening 
social and economic injustice and the worst human rights situation in Central 
America - the result of racism against the indigenous Mayan people who make up 
60 per cent of the population and fear of organized socio-cultural 
resistance. Assassinations are common. 


Castro told the journalists that Guatemala remains the ‘most violent country' 
in Central America. This year alone, he said, over 1500 violations of basic 
human rights have been reported. ‘Most of the victims of this violence are 
the Mayan Indians', he noted. 


Negotiations to settle the conflict between the government and the Guatemalan 
resistance, the URNG, seem stalemated. But church and human rights groups 
are active; and the meaning of next year's 500th anniversary of the 1492 
voyage of Christopher Columbus is a vital emphasis. 


Ecumenical cooperation within the country is noteworthy and effective. A 
moving feature of the time spent in Guatemala was a visit to the indigenous 
community of Santiago Atitlan. [over] 


central america/2 


Besides contacts with church and_— ecumenical leaders, human rights 
organizations, and an association of mothers of 'disappeared' people, Castro 
met in Wicaragua with President Violeta Chamorro and Roman Catholic 
cardinal-archbishop Miguel Obando y Bravo. 


The team was told of severe economic problems’ plaguing’ the country 
(unemployment is as high as 60 per cent on the Pacific side and 90 per cent in 
the Atlantic coast region), as well as new clashes involving re-armed ‘contra’ 
rebels. 


Education and health services are deteriorating, deforestation projects 
threaten the north-east, corruption among civil servants is pronounced, the 
number of street children is increasing and a growing number of people are 
involved in drug use or drug smuggling. Here as elsewhere the WCC visitors 
were impressed by the effective and mature church and ecumenical leadership. 


A report of the visit, now in preparation, is expected to highlight the need 
for intensified international ecumenical support to churches in _ these 
countries, taking advantage of the impressive and creative new leadership, 
especially women, young theologians and indigenous people. 


WCC efforts, say the team, should focus on community-building after a 
hoped-for signing of peace accords in El Salvador and Guatemala, with alert 
response to appeals for social and economic assistance and _ education 
programmes, including training of ecumenical leadership, throughout the region. 


Responding to a question on how the indigenous people viewed the 500th 
anniversary of the evangelization of South America next year, Castro said the 
Indians and the black people are ‘not interested in celebrating anything’. 


He said the Roman Catholic church leadership there plans celebrations to mark 
the 500 years which it views as a ‘'blessing', adding that ‘we will enter 1992 
with a lot of controversy there’. 


He said the WCC Executive Committee meeting in Chile (19-23 March 1992) will 
draw a statement 'precisely to express solidarity of the churches with the 
oppressed and the poor people' of South America. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.74 
GERMANY: SECRET POLICE CHURCH INFILTRATION DEEPER THAN FIRST REPORTED 


A new book charges that the former East German secret service Stasi 
infiltrated the churches to a much larger extent than was previously 
assumed. Preferential targets were not only the Protestant churches on its 
territory, but also in West Germany, according to a 10 December press release 
from Idea, the information service of the German Evangelical Alliance. 


The report says that many church representatives cooperated as spies. In 
1989 alone, the state security service, Stasi, had at least 40 ‘unofficial 
informants' in West German church offices and synods. 


The 800-page book was published on 12 December by an evangelical publishing 
house in Neukirchen-Vluyn near Dusseldorf. It was compiled by director of 
the Protestant Academy in (West) Berlin, Gerhard Besier, and a former staff 
member in charge of Stasi files, Stephan Wolf. 


The book says that West German Stasi spies received ‘decent refunds' for their 
services, unlike their East German counterparts. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.75 
CHURCH BODIES HAIL START OF SOUTH AFRICAN PEACE TALKS 


Several church bodies have welcomed the start of multi-party discussions 
towards a constitutionally-negotiated settlement to the South African 
impasse. A two-day agenda-setting session took place (29-30 November) in 
Johannesburg. The main talks are expected to commence 20 December. 


In a statement released 4 December, the Geneva-based World Council of Churches 
said it ‘rejoices at the new prospects now opening up before all South 
Africans'. 


The statement recalled the visit to South Africa of WCC general secretary 
Emilio Castro in October (EPS 91.10.34), which made him and the WCC delegation 
‘deeply aware of the legacy of apartheid'. The statement added that the 
delegation was ‘profoundly disturbed by the rising violence spreading through 
South Africa’. 


In welcoming the talks, the WCC hoped that the 20 December conference would 
bring together all the parties, including all those ‘who, until now, have 
remained outside the process, or who have withdrawn from it' to ‘ensure that 
all South African people are involved in determining their destiny, regardless 
of race’. 


In South Africa, the South African Conference of Churches (SACC) said, in a 
Statement issued 2 December, that it welcomed ‘with great relief and 
thanksgiving to God' the progress made by political parties in preparing for 
the country's constitutional negotiations. 


The statement, which was signed by general secretary Frank Chikane, said for 
the first time in its history all the people of South Africa will be 
participating in a process meant to ‘determine their common destiny, 
irrespective of their race’. 


The SACC said it will ‘remain seized to its task of working for reconciliation 
and justice', and will offer its services to ‘processes directed to the 
creation of lasting peace and freedom for all in South Africa’. 


In a statement issued 30 November, Theo Mbuli, general secretary of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, said to ‘talk instead of 
fighting',. to ‘sit around a table and talk the differences out' can achieve 
real change in South Africa. But he cautioned that democracy will not come 
to South Africa until every citizen is able ‘to exercise his or her right to 
elect the government of his or her choice’. He also warned of the actions of 
the right-wing forces in South Africa. ‘There is a portion of the population 
that is declining to join’ the multi-party talks. ‘We do not know what they 
are planning’, he said. 


The head of the Southern African [Roman] Catholic Bishops' Conference said (29 
November) that the start of the talks had created ‘great expectations' within 
the church. Jude Pieterse said, however, that the success of the talks 
depends on whether the different groups manage to rise above the *posturing' 
of the weeks preceding the conference. 


The [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa welcomed the talks 
with ‘deep gratitude', but cautioned that the churches abroad ‘should not be 


naive about the serious problems' that face South Africa. A statement by 
bishop Michael Nuttall added that churches wanted to see clear evidence of the 
government's willingness to ‘share power with others in a _ transition 


process’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.76 
ROMAN CATHOLIC RESPONSE TO ARCIC I RELEASED (Robert Nowell) 


The official Vatican response to the final report of the first Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I) warmly welcomes the document as ‘a 
Significant milestone' in Catholic-Anglican relations and in ecumenism 
generally, but fails to accept even the agreed statements on the eucharist and 
on ministry and ordination as consonant in substance with the faith of 
Catholics. 


ARCIC I's final report recorded ‘substantial agreement’ on the eucharist and 
‘consensus ... on essential matters where ... doctrine admits no divergence' 
on ministry and ordination, as well as a considerable degree of convergence on 
the question of authority in two agreed statements on that issue. 


‘The Catholic church judges that it is not yet possible to state that 
substantial agreement has been reached on all the questions studied by the 
commission', said the response published (5 December). ‘There still remain 
between Anglicans and Catholics important differences regarding essential 
matters of Catholic doctrine’. 


The official Vatican response was originally expected in 1988, the year when 
the Anglican Communion's official response was given in a resolution of that 
year's Lambeth Conference, the meeting of all the bishops of the Anglican 
Communion held every ten years. 


The conference: recognized ARCIC I's agreed statement on the eucharist and on 
ministry and ordination as ‘consonant in substance with the faith of 
Anglicans'. It went on to welcome ARCIC I's two statements on authority ‘as 
a firm basis for the direction and agenda of the continuing dialogue’ on this 
question. 


The response said it is on the eucharist that ARCIC I was able to achieve ‘the 
most notable progress towards a consensus’, although the Catholic church 
looked for ‘certain clarifications’ to provide assurance that the common 
affirmations that had become possible were ‘understood in a way that conforms 
to Catholic doctrine’. 


On the ordination of women, the response said little, referring only to the 
Catholic church's views as expressed in the exchange of letters with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and commenting: ‘differences in this connection must 
therefore affect the agreement reached on ministry and ordination’. 


Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, said the response is ‘another 
significant step along the road towards visible unity of the Church which is 
our Lord's will'. He said he was encouraged that, like the Anglican 
Communion, the Roman Catholic Church remained unreservedly committed to the 
pursuit of unity in faith and in common life. But he suggested that Rome and 
Canterbury might be using different approaches, and cautioned that further 
progress would be ‘hazardous' if either communion required the other to 
conform to its own theological formulations. 


Meanwhile, the Roman Catholic response has been welcomed by the bishops of 
England and Wales, who recorded their appreciation of the ‘remarkable 
convergence and agreement' achieved by ARCIC I. They committed themselves 
"to work for the restoration of full communion between the Roman Catholic 
church and the Anglican communion’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.77 
KENYA: ECUMENICAL BODY HAILS RETURN TO MULTI-PARTY POLITICS 


The National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) has welcomed the decision of 
the Kenyan government to reintroduce multi-party politics. On 3 December, a 
special conference of the ruling party, the Kenya African National Union, 
announced it would end its 10-year monopoly on Kenyan politics by allowing the 
formation of opposition parties. 


An NCCK statement, dated 6 December, said the decision signalled a new era of 
reconciliation, justice, tolerance and brotherhood, and urged the ruling party 
and all new parties to seek a national outlook and to refrain from antagonism 
and power struggle. 


The statement gave praise to God 'for having responded favourably to our 
prayers and for having softened the hearts of our leaders to be open in the 
pursuit of greater freedom and prosperity for our motherland'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.78 
ARGENTINA: CHRISTIAN PRESENCE AMONG INDIGENOUS PEOPLE DISCUSSED 


Argentine church and ecumenical representatives met in Reconquista recently to 
discuss Christian presence among indigenous communities. 


The meeting was part of a process in which the 140 member bodies of the Latin 
American Council of Churches (CLAI) are looking at the implications of the 
500th anniversary next year of Christian presence on the continent. 


It marked the first time Argentine Protestant churches officially acknowledged 
their own role in the domination of indigenous communities. 


Previously, they have tended to attribute forced evangelization and 
destruction of indigenous cultural values to the Roman Catholic Church. 


Protestantism came to Argentina through missionaries in the 19th century. 
But, sayS a report by Dafne Sabanes Plou, those Protestant missions also began 
with the idea of ‘evangelizing the savages' 


Only recently has this idea of mission been replaced by one of service to the 
native communities, beginning with learning their language and culture. 


Protestant churches now support major demands of indigenous communities, 
including rights to land and health and respect for their identity and culture. 


The Reconquista meeting recommended strengthening this engagement in 1992 and 
beyond and doing so ecumenically. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.79 
SUDAN: KUTJOK RE-ELECTED GENERAL SECRETARY FOR COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
The Sudan Council of Churches general assembly meeting in Khartoum (4 
December) re-elected Ezekiel Kutjok to another four-year term as general 


secretary. Kutjok polled 37 votes against seven votes received by his 
closest’ rival. The Sudan Council of Churches operates in the 
predominantly-Muslim northern half of the country. The New Sudan Council of 


Churches set up offices last year in the Christian-dominated, southern part of 
the country, which is controlled by the Sudanese Peoples' Liberation Army. 
[EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.80 
ARGENTINA: BISHOP'S DECLARATION ARGUES FOR RIGHT TO WORK 


A brief declaration, issued by Evangelical Methodist Church of Argentina 
bishop Aldo Etchegoyen in October, underscores the gravity of the suffering 
caused by escalating unemployment and calls on the nation's authorities to 
take appropriate action. 


Argentina's workers are currently paying a high price for economic stability, 
achieved by the neo-liberal anti-inflation measures of President Carlos Saul 
Menem's government. 


Confirmed by a resounding victory in September elections, the government 
subsequently announced massive public sector layoffs, including 12 000 

railroad and 10 000 state bank workers who lost their jobs on the same day. 
With social programmes cut to the bone, laid-off workers can do little more 
than hope that promised economic growth will materialize. 


Work, suggests Etchegoyen, rather than being a curse or punishment, is a 
God-given means for realizing human and vocational potential; lack of work 
‘creates anxiety, anguish, marginalization and poverty'. 


‘When sources of employment dry up', states the declaration, ‘so too does the 
road to personal, family and social well-being and peace. 


‘A country lacking just employment opportunities is threatening its own 
destiny’. Thus, ‘mobilization in defence of work is a valid, life-promoting 
action. 


‘To enable the entire population to realize its goals is the responsibility of 
the government', concludes the declaration. ‘A worthy way to fulfil this 
task is to use the power vested in it to dignify the nation which, in this 
case, means defending the dignity of the workers'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.81 
USA: CHRISTIANITY, DEMOCRACY SEEN AS PARTNERS 


Christianity has become a strong force for democratic reform around the world 
as the 20th Century draws to a close, but the record of the churches leaves 
much to be desired in the case of the iron curtain countries, particularly the 
Soviet Union, according to a report from Religious News Service. 


Meanwhile, the most powerful church influences toward democratic reform have 
been felt in Latin America and, to a somewhat lesser degree, in Africa. 


These were some of the major themes that emerged during a four-day conference 
organized by Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia/USA titled ‘Christianity and 
Democracy’. The meeting, which ended 17 November, drew about 700 
politicians, church leaders and academics from around the world. 


Georgi Edelshtein, a Russian Orthodox priest, said the role of the church in 
the Soviet Union has been disappointing. He said the churches there were the 


‘last strongholds of communism in the Soviet Union’. 


In Latin America, the meeting noted that the Roman Catholic church has been in 


the forefront of advocating for democracy at the grassroots level. In 
Africa, the participants noted, the churches there have been ‘accorded a 
greater “zone of liberty"’' than other organized bodies, allowing them to 


become natural 'repositories' for democratic ideals of freedom. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.82 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND STATEMENT ON GAYS STIRS REACTIONS 


A statement by the Church of England bishops on homosexuality has, in effect, 
condemned active homosexual relationships among the clergy while being 
prepared to tolerate such relationships among the laity. 


At a press conference (3 December) in London, John Baker, chairperson of the 
working party which drew up the statement, said the Church of England ‘cannot 
accept the view put forward by some fellow Christians that same-sex love is a 
parallel and alternative form of human sexual relationship on a par with 
heterosexual love. We do not believe that it equally represents God's 
perfect intention for human sexuality. 


"At the same time we acknowledge the integrity of those homophiles who see in 
faithful partnerships their way towards mutual support and human growth'. 


The bishops believe that the church could best fulfil its duty to witness to 
both these convictions by greater faithfulness among Christian heterophiles to 
Christian ideals for the married, the single, and the celibate; by affirming 
and supporting those homophiles who choose to live a life of abstinence; by 
calling on homophile clergy and ordinands not to enter into sexually-active 
relationships; and by accepting within the Christian fellowship ‘those lay 
homophiles who conscientiously believe that a sexually-active partnership 
which is faithful, and in intention permanent, is right for them’. 


A gay advocacy group, the Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement (LGCM) welcomed 
many aspects of the statement, including the bishop's condemnation of 
homophobia and respsct for homosexuals who believe their sexual relationships 
to be right in the sight of God. 


On the issue of homosexual clergy, the LGCM described the bishops' statement 
as representing the worst of all worlds. ‘It attempts to uphold a double 
Standard which is unintelligible, contradictory, and whose disciplinary 
policies are unenforceable'. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.83 
VIETNAM: GOVERNMENT GRANTS PERMIT FOR IMPORTATION OF BIBLES 


The Vietnamese government has granted the General Evangelical Church of 
Vietnam permission to import 5000 Bibles. The approval comes 18 months after 
the request was submitted to the authorities in Hanoi. 


A report from the UK-based United Bible Societies, dated 4 December, said the 
letter permitting the GECV to import the Bibles was granted 11 November by the 
government Ministry of Culture. The permit also allows the church to import 
5000 hymnals. 


The Bibles, which will be financed by the UBS, and the hymnals to be financed 
by the US-based Christian and Missionary Alliance, will reach Hanoi in late 
February or early March 1992. 


EPS 91.12.84 
COLD WAR LOST BY BOTH USA AND USSR, SCHOLAR TELLS CHURCH MEETING 
Both the Soviet Union and the United States lost the Cold War, according to 
Alan Geyer, a professor of political ethics and ecumenics at the Washington 


D.C.-based Wesley Theological Seminary. Geyer told the general board of the 
(US) National Council of Churches meeting in Indianapolis (14 November), that 
the Cold War had ‘impoverished our own and most of the world's people’. He 


added that in ‘every country swept by the winds of glasnost and perestroika, 
the Christian witness has been powerfully catalytic’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.85 
USA: ROUND-UP OF RUSSIAN ORTHODOX LEADER'S VISIT (Tracy Early) 


Much was accomplished by the visit of Eastern Orthodox Patriarch Alexy II. of 
Moscow and All Russia to the United States in November. This observation was 
made in a telephone interview (6 November) by Alexy's host, Metropolitan 
Theodosius of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA). 


The OCA received autocephaly from Moscow in 1970 but has not yet received 
recognition from the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


Theodosius said Alexy had ‘tremendous impact' drawing the Orthodox together, 
and also had useful meetings with other church, business and government 
figures. 


The patriarch was welcomed for vespers and a banquet at the Greek cathedral by 
Archbishop Iakovos, chairman of the Standing Conference of Orthodox Bishops in 
the Americas (SCOBA), and met with SCOBA bishops and other Orthodox groups. 
He also met with New York mayor, David Dinkins. 


The Moscow Patriarchate retains the St Nicholas cathedral, the original 
Russian cathedral in New York, and keeps a bishop there to supervise 38 US 
parishes. The parishes have membership in the (US) National Council of 
Churches. During his visit to the NCC headquarters, Alexy said he was 
satisfied with the tie. 


Alexy's visit came shortly after his host church joined other Eastern Orthodox 
in suspending their membership in the NCC and also dropping US Orthodox- 
Anglican dialogue (EPS 91.07.03; 08.09; 11.45). But Theodosius said he still 
felt rapport enough to escort Alexy to the NCC, and later to a meeting with 
Episcopal [Anglican] Presiding Bishop Edmond L. Browning and to get an 
honorary doctorate from the Episcopal seminary, General. 


In an address at General, as at other stops, the patriarch mixed warmth with 
candor. He said ‘innovations' such as women's ordination and ‘radical 
liberalization’ on certain ethical issues, an apparent allusion to 
homosexuality and abortion, had brought ‘a tragedy in our relations’. 


On several occasions, including a luncheon with Roman Catholic leaders in 
Washington, Alexy protested the way the Vatican and others, particularly some 
conservative evangelicals, have moved into his territory without 
consultation. Despite the talk of past years about ecumenical coaperation, 
he said, these other Christians now come in for 'proselytism and organized 
missionary expansion , not among non-believers who are difficult to convert, 
but among the Orthodox believers'. 


At a breakfast with Jewish leaders hosted by Rabbi Arthur Schneier of the 
Appeal of Conscience Foundation, an interfaith agency working for religious 
freedom, Alexy acknowledged ‘manifestations of antisemitic feelings ... in the 
life of our society in this difficult time', and a responsibility to help 
church members overcome ‘narrow selfish national chauvinism’. 


Meeting with President George Bush and other government officials, Theodosius 
reported, Alexy appealed for aid to assist the homeless, elderly, unemployed 
and sick, and for channelling aid through the churches because there was ‘not 
too much faith in the government organizations’. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.86 
USA: CHURCH BODY NAMES COMMITTEE TO MEET WITH ORTHODOX LEADERS 
The (US) National Council of Churches has named a six-member committee of 
scholars and church leaders to meet with leading Eastern Orthodox theologians 
concerning issues that prompted five of the Council's nine Orthodox member 
communions to suspend participation in the ecumenical body (EPS 91.11.45). 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.12.87 
HUNGARIAN BAPTISTS TO HOLD FIRST WORLD CONGRESS 
The first world congress of Hungarian Baptists living abroad is planned for 
22-23 August in Budapest/Hungary. Kornel Gyori of the Hungarian Baptist 
Union said the meeting aims to bring together many Hungarian Baptists spread 
all over the world who have lost contact with the Hungarian Baptist Union. 
[EPS] 


EPS 91.12.88 

HUNGARY: ECUMENICAL COUNCIL MEETS, NAMES NEW PRESIDENT 

The Assembly of the Ecumenical Council of Churches (ECC) in Hungary held their 
meeting (4 November) at the Reformed theological academy, reports’ the 
Switzerland-based European Baptist Press Service. The ECC was established in 
1948 after several years of cooperative activity between denominations. The 
current membership of the ECC is comprised of 45 churches from the Reformed, 
Lutheran, Baptist, Methodist, and four Orthodox churches’ (Hungarian, 
Hungarian-Romanian, Bulgarian, and Serbian). The meeting elected 43-year old 
Janos Viczian of Hungary to a three-year term as president. He is the first 
Baptist to hold the position. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.89 

AUSTRALIA: CHURCH LEADER CRITICIZES ARMS EXHIBITION 

Australian Anglican archbishop Keith Rayner has criticized the Australian 
government for staging an arms exhibition. Rayner said in a letter he wrote 
to Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke (26 November) that the church's concern 
was raised by the fact that ‘Australia appears to be moving into a vacuum 
created by the end of super-power rivalry, a move in stark contrast to the 
movement for arms reduction on the part of the, great nations'. He said 
Australia is trying ‘to cash in' on the continuing demand for arms for local 
and regional conflicts. Such arms, he said, are used 'for self-perpetuation 
of authoritarian regimes’. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.90 

NEW ZEALAND: FIRST CONFERENCE OF CHURCH COMMUNICATORS HELD 

New Zealand's first ecumenical conference of church communicators took place 
in Wellington in September, according to a report appearing in Action 
newsletter, a publication of the UK-based World Association for Christian 
Communication. The aim of the meeting was to consider how to communicate the 
ecumenical face of the churches, especially on economic and social justice 
issues. The meeting also discussed the importance of inter-denominational 
dialogue, common vision for future communication work, and the setting-up of a 
network of news sharing for the Christian print media. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.91 
AFRICAN ECUMENICAL BODIES LAUNCH NEWSLETTERS 
The National Council of Churches in Kenya (NCCK) and the Council of Swaziland 
Churches (CSC) have announced the launching of new publications. The NCCK 
said its new newsletter, Church Link, has been introduced ‘to’. sustain 
Christians' while the NCCK finalises its plans to launch a national church 


newspaper. In 1988, the Kenyan government banned an NCCK publication, 
Beyond, after it criticized the government over the new voting system. The 


CSC said its new publication, Umbiko (Message), will report on CSC activities 
and other important events affecting Christians in Swaziland. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.92 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND GIVES NOD TO ORDINATION OF WOMEN 
Thirty-eight of the Church of England's 44 dioceses have given their approval 
to draft legislation to allow the ordination of women to the priesthood. The 
measure now returns to the church's general synod for final approval. 
Two-thirds majorities in favour will be required in all three of the synod's 
houses of bishops, clergy and laity. The final vote is expected in November 
next year. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.93 
MIDDLE EAST CHILDREN OF WAR SEMINAR TO BE HELD NEXT YEAR 
The Middle East Council of Churches held a consultation of lawyers, 
educationalists, social workers and media personnel in Limassol/Cyprus (24-26 
November) to prepare for a seminar on children of war to be held in 1992. 
Among the participants were representatives of the UNICEF regional office in 
the Middle East, The Queen Noor Al Hussein Foundation of Jordan, and the 
Social Welfare Department of Cyprus. The meeting reviewed the economic, 
health, educational, psycho-social and legal needs and rights of Middle East 
children affected by war, and specifically explored the situation of children 
in Lebanon, Palestine, Jordan, Iraq, Cyprus and Sudan. The 1992 meeting is 
aimed at making the international secular and religious communities more aware 
of the effects of war on children, appealing to governments in the region to 
ratify and adopt the Convention of the Rights of the Child, and implementing 
the World Summit for Children's Plan of Action. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.94 
US: FIRST ASIAN-AMERICAN ELECTED TO HEAD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
The (US) National Council of Churches elected its first Asian-American to the 
position of president, at its general board meeting in Indianapolis last 
month. Syngam Rhee, 60, a Presbyterian Church minister, was elected to 
replace Leonid Kishkovsky of the Orthodox Church in America. Rhee will serve 
the 1992-93 term. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.95 
AFRICAN REFUGEES, AACC/WCC TO REVIEW PROGRAMME WORK 
A two-day meeting of the Review Team of the All Africa Conference of Churches’ 
Refugee Programme will be held at the Ecumenical Centre, headquarters of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 13-14 January 1992. The meeting, 
which will be hosted by the WCC Africa desk, is expected to be attended by 
about 15 people. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.96 

LEADERSHIP OF COUNCIL OF BRITISH, IRISH CHURCHES MEETS 

Senior representatives of the 30 member churches of the Council of Churches 
for Britain and Ireland met for three days at the All Saints Pastoral Centre, 
London (27-29 November) to discuss, among other topics, the future work on 
racial justice, inter-faith relations, and mission at home and overseas. On 
the rights of refugees, the church leaders supported the recent statement of 
the Roman Catholic Bishops' Conference in England and Wales expressing concern 
about changes in the UK asylum policy (EPS 91.10.43). [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.97 
BOLIVIA: CHURCH GROUP URGES REPEAL OF LAW 
Bolivia's National Association of Evangelicals (ANDEB) is stepping up its call 
for a repeal of an article in the Bolivian constitution which seeks to 


establish Catholicism as the official religion. ANDEB general secretary 
Felipe Kittelson, said the campaign is ‘aimed at ending the preferential 
treatment the state offers to certain citizens’. An ANDEB petition, signed 


by more than 20 000 people calling for the constitutional change, was recently 
sent to parliament's constitutional commission. [EPS] 
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EPS 91.12.98 

LESOTHO: CHURCHES CALL FOR RESTORATION OF CONSTITUTION 

A conference on national unity and democratic rule held in October by the 
churches in Lesotho has urged the military government there to restore the 
national constitution which was adopted at independence in 1966. Lesotho has 
been ruled by the military since 1986 following the overthrow of the then 
_prime minister Leaboa Jonathan. Elections leading to return to civilian rule 
are scheduled for next year. The conference also called for the repeal of a 
1984 law imposed by Jonathan's government which prohibits political 
gatherings. [EPS] 


EPS 91.12.99 
ECUVIEW: Singapore Church Emerges from Difficult Period 


[This item first appeared in the Hong Kong-based Asia Focus of 9 August 1991 
It has been edited for EPS. ] 


... The Singapore church is emerging from a difficult period. In the late 
1980s the government took stringent action against it in an effort to wipe out 
a so-called Marxist conspiracy to overthrow the government. 


Church worker Vincent Cheng and 22 others were arrested under the Internal 
Security Act in May 1987. Since then all have been released, but not without 
international outcry by human rights groups, bishops and hundreds of Christian 
social action groups around the world. To date, the government has not 
proven its case. 


In December 1987, the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), a _ regional 
ecumenical group based there, was expelled by the government for allegedly 
indulging in political activities. 


The government accused CCA officiais of supporting radical activities and 
promoting political causes in the region. 


These events prompted the government to introduce the controversial Religious 
Harmony Bill. It was debated and passed in Parliament in 1990. This law 
imposes fines or prison sentences on religious groups or individuals whom the 
government deems as having mixed politics with religion. 


The purpose of the legislation as set out in a ‘White Paper' is ‘to maintain 
religious tolerance and harmony in Singapore’. 


It maintains that religion and politics must be separate in order to keep the 
harmony and peace of a multi-racial, multi-cultural, and multi-religious 
Singapore. 


Before the bill was passed, the government invited the public and religious 
bodies to comment. Archbishop Gregory Yong of Singapore met’ the 
Parliamentary Select Committee to present the Catholic Church's point of view. 


He said that while the proposed law has an ‘entirely praiseworthy objective 
... it is regrettable that legislation is necessary; to say that religion and 
politics must be separate is at best an ambiguous statement. ' 


Yong said that a priest has a right and duty to teach when government policies 
have a bearing on faith and morals. [over] 
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‘In the White Paper the government admits that it does not claim that it is 
always right in its policies. Hence, there must be room for criticism and 
dissent', the archbishop said. 


Pope John Paul II echoed these sentiments early this year. Referring to the 
controversial Singapore law, he said the government should allow those with 
religious beliefs to practise their faith without fear and to follow their 
ethical and social teachings. 


He made this comment in response to a speech by Singapore Ambassador to the 
Vatican, Jayalakshmi Mohideen, when she presented her credentials to the 
Vatican on 24 January. 


True religious freedom cannot be limited to ‘simple tolerance’ of religious 
groups and their followers, the pope said. 


‘Genuine harmony, however, requires that the fundamental dignity and rights of 
each person be effectively recognized and safeguarded.' 


In the last few years the Singapore church has seen a growing number of adult 
conversions and so far this year there have been 1400 adult baptisms. Many 
parishes have adopted the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) as the 
norm in the conversion process. 


Just last month, the Senate of Priests and the archbishop launched a project 
entitled: ‘Church in Reflection and Dialogue’. 


The first phase of the project is to reflect at the parish level - and with as 
many laypeople as possible - on the problems facing church and society. The 
series of reflections and dialogues will culminate in a meeting of lay 
representatives at an Archdiocesan Convention to be held in May 1992. 


In May's Census Report, religious composition was relatively stable with the 
proportion of Christians rising by 3 percent, less than the 9 percent estimate 
in an earlier study by the Ministry of Community Development. 


The ethnic composition remains unchanged: 77 per cent Chinese; 14.1 per cent 
Malays; 6.3 per cent Indians; and 1.1 per cent others. The population has 
risen from 2 413 900 (1980) to 3 002 800 (1990), including about 300 000 
foreigners living and working in Singapore. 


The government's efforts to encourage singles to marry and have more children 
have not shown positive results. 


By 1990, the Singapore family size had shrunk and the number of singles had 
increased. Each married woman had 2.9 children last year, down from 3.5 
children 10 years ago. 


The Census Report also dealt with literacy. The number of people with 
secondary and higher school qualifications has gone up, with the highest 
increase among Malays. 


As a result, nine out of 10 Singaporeans are literate, up from 83.5 percent in 
1980. 


But the alarming fact to emerge from the Census Report is that Singapore will 
have to deal with a greying population of singles if demographic trends 
continue. [EPS] 
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